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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

OCHffJUfllOM. 

I JM  now  to  approach  a  period  in  the  political  hialorjr 
of  this  state  when  an  event  occurred,  in  a  measure  unpro» 
oedented  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  but  which,  higUj  , 
to  the  honor  of  this  country,  and  fortunately  for  its  inhabi- 
tants, is  not  unusual  in  the  United  States.  The  event  to 
which  I  allude,  is  a  change,  by  the  will  of  a  majority  of 
the  people,  peaceably  and  constitutionally  expressed,  of 
some  of  the  important  and  fundamental  principles  of  the 
government — I  say  important  and  fundamental  principles, 
because  the  sovereign  power  of  creating  the  executive  and 
one  branch  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment was,  partially,  transferred  from  one  class  of  men 
to  another,  and  because  the  power  of  disposing  of  nearly 
the  whole  patronage  of  the  state  was  actually  changed; 
and,  I  may  add,  that  one  branch  of  the  law  making  power 
was  abolished,  and  the  functions  held  and  exercised  by 
that  department,  transferred  to  an  individual.  In  past 
ages,  in  every  other  country,  such  a  change  could  only 
have  been  effected  by  physical  force;  here  it  was  brought 

•bout  by  moral  power. 
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8  rOLITICU.    BUTOBT  [1^1. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  revise  the  constitution  of  the 
ctate  of  Mew- York,  became  a  law  on  the  13th  of  March. 
B}  this  law,  which  iiiad'been  sanctioned  by  an  immense 
majority  of  the  pAopU,  delegates  to  propose  alterations 
and  amendments,  to. jtfae  constitution,  were  to  br  elected  on 
the  third  Tuesdv^  of  June,  1821.  The  people  of  the 
state,  in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  which  by 
their  vote.fl^y  had  virtually  sanctioned  at  the  annual 
election- iil;April,  elected  deleg;ates  from  the  several  coun- 
ties of.  the  state. 

Iq  i]i*OBt  of  the  counties  the  selection  of  the  delegates 
,ins:  made  a  party  question,  and  a  very  large  majority  of 
aese  who  were  chosen  belonged  to  the  democratic  party, 
'■'The  county  of  Oneida,  however,  furnished  an  exception 
'  to  this  rule  of  action.  From  that  county  Nathan  Wil- 
Iiuns,  Jonas  Piatt,  Henry  Huntington  and  E^Eekiel  Bacon, 
were  elected.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  democrat,  Judge 
Flatt  had  been  a  uniform  federalist  ever  since  the  election 
ot  John  Jay  as  governor,  and  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
Bacon  were  republican  Clintonians. 

The  members  of  this  grand  convention  assembled  at 
Albany,  on  the  28th  of  August.  When  convened,  they 
presented  an  array  of  talent,  political  experience,  and  mo- 
ral worth,  perhaps  never  surpassed  by  any  assemblage  of 
men  elected  from  a  single  state. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  among  the  most  distin- 
guished of  those  who  were  elected  by  the  democratic 
party: — ^From  New-York,  Nathan  Sanford,  Jacob  Radcliff, 
William  Paulding,  Henry  Wheaton,  (^den  Edwards  and 
Peter  Sbarpe;  from  Oneida,  Nathan  Williams;  from  Or- 
ange, John  Duer}  from  Cortland,  Samuel  Nelson,  who 
was  then  a  young  man,  and,  for  the  first  time,  made  his 
appearance  in  public  life,  but  who  is  now  chief  justice  of 
the  slate;  from  Otsego,  Martin  Van  Buren,  who,  though 
not  a  resident  of  the  county^  wu  elceted  by  the  people 
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of  that  county,  under  an  impression  that  the  public  good 
requireil  that  he  should  participate  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention;  from  the  county  of  Richmond,  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  vice-president  of  the  United  States;  from 
Saratoga,  Samuel  Young;  from  Schoharie,  Jacob  Suth- 
erland, who  also,  then  for  the  first  time,  made  his  appear- 
ance in  public  life,  but  veho  vras  afterwards  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court;  from  Delaware  county,  Erastus  Root;  and 
from  Queens  county,  Rufus  King,  of  whom,  as  a  man 
eminent  for  his  talents  and  standing,  I  need  not  speak, 
except  to  state,  that,  although  from  the  organization  of 
the  government  down  to  1820,  when  Clinton  was  re- 
elected governor,  he  was  a  consistent  and  uniform  federal- 
ist, but,  at  that  election,  his  sons,  and  it  is  presumed,  that 
he  also,  preferred  the  election  of  Tompkins  to  that  of 
Clinton;  and  from  that  circumstance,  connected  with  his 
election  as  United  States  senator  in  the  fall  session  of 
1820,  by  the  New- York  legislature,  he  was  claimed  as 
a  democrat,  and  elected  as  such,  a  delegate  to  the  state 
convention,  by  the  democrats  of  the  county  of  Queens. 

Among  the  distinguished  men  who  were  chosen  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  belonging  to  the  other  party,  may  be 
numbered  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Kent,  Ambrose 
Spencer  and  Abraham  Van  Vechten,from  Albany  county; 
William  W.  Van  Ness,  Elisha  Williams  and  J.  Rutsen 
Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  county  of  Columbia;  Peter  A. 
Jay,  of  Westchester  county,  who,  even  if  he  had  not  been 
the  son  of  the  great  and  good  John  Jay,  would  notwithstand- 
ing have  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  first  order  of  men;  and 
Judge  Piatt  and  Ezekiel  Bacon,  of  the  county  of  Oneida. 

Gen.  James  Tallmadge,  heretofore  a  very  zealous  Clin- 
tonian,  had  been  elected  from  the  county  of  Dutchess,  on 
the  same  ticket  with  Peter  R.  Livingston.  These  gentle- 
men, for  a  long  time  previously,  had  been  strenuously 
opposed  to  each  other.     Their  election  must  have  been 


[lasi. 

I  byn  auon  «i  political  psrtiM  ia  DBtohoii,  Sm 
tk*  parpwt  of  the  clMstion  tt  dil^lei  to  tfae  eosYOk- 
tioB.  Sach  ui  •bIdd,  if  fonaed  wtMj  wtlh  lh«  Ttnr  tf 
•Blecting  th»  ntott  cOinpetetit  mca  le  le-nodel  sad  mat 
Iks  coutitutiob,  WW  oerUtinly  laudiUe,  tad  this  mtag  hsrt 
indwwd  the  people  of  Dulchns  ooiuty  to  eket  Mr.  lAv^ 
ingiton  and  Mr.  Tftllmsdge;  et  the  seme  time  the  veracitj 
of  biatory  requim  noe  to  state,  thkt  in  no  put  of  Vvw 
York  were  political  bsifpins  note  oommon  than  amoiig 
aome  of  the  politicians  of  Dutchess  county,  and  that  Mr 
Livingston  and  Mr.  Tallmadge  vera  proounent  party 
leaders  ia  that  oouaty. 

When  the  delegates  eaaeinbled  they  were  called  to  order 
bj  Geo.  Root,  who,  in  a  brief  but  very  appropriate  speechi 
pfuated  oat  the  objects  of  the  assemblage.  It  would  seen 
that  one  bondred  and  lea  delegatea  itvt  prcsentf  for 
Daaiei  D.  Tompkioa  received  niae^-foar  Votes  for  tha 
offioe  of  president,  and  there  were  sixteen  scattering  votes. 

John  F.  Baooa  and  Samuel  L.  Gardner  were  sppoioted 
clerks  of  the  convention,  and  Wm.  L.  Stone,  Nathaniel 
H.  Carter,  M.  T.  C.  Gould,  Levi  H.  Clarke  and  Hoaea  I 
Cantine,  were  admitted  within  the  bar  as  stenographen. 

Hr.  Carter  and  Col.  Stone  published  an  account  of  tha 
prasacdings  of  the  convention,  and  the  history  hereaftcc 
given  of  what  occurred  in  that  body  is  main^  oellectad 
fsDm  the  work  published  by  then.' 

On  the  laoming  of  ^e  30th  af  August  the  canventtoK 
a(wn  aseeaUed,  when  Mr.  Btifua  King,  after  soaie  pi«> 
lyBiaary  remarks,  made  a  motion  for  the  appointiupat  of  a 
coaiaiittee  to  coaaist  of  thirteen  members,  wboae  duty  it 


pnririof  be  Lba  prtu  lb*  prateiliin  tt 


nsfiiT,  (IMI  tMlab«MnponTD|uapnrirlaf  IteLkaprtHilMprMMilJiiiaf 
lie  mavmhiB,  wu  performed  ilnicHl  Will,  br  Col.  Slona.    Tha  BOcuncT  witk 
^Hifc  Um  »ffMba  tf  BCmten  I*  ilna  hu  HTCr,  I  katltny  ban  «n«ctoDi& 
TbiaMlliiMd  tmrarlUlUr  nlaatd  bf  Ita  npotur  aBlltM  Urn  to  tta«  iiiinir 
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dmild  be  to  oomider  and  report  the  mawer  in  wbidi  il 
woald  be  convenient  to  take  up  tbe  bfuriaw  ^f  the  eon- 
Tention.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Kt9g  of  tbe 
eomity  of  Queensi  Mr.  Sanlbrd  of  the  coutity  pi  Nev«* 
Tork|  Mr.  TaUmadge  of  the  county  of  Dutckesai  Mr.  SpM 
of  the  county  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Koit  of  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, Mr.  Pitdiar  of  the  eoimtiea  of  Waahington  and 
Warrea,  Mr.  Sheldon  of  the  county  of  Montgomery^  Mr* 
K.  Wiiriama  of  the  county  of  Oneida»  Mr.  Yatet  of  the 
county  of  Schenectady,  Mr.  Birdeeye  of  the  county  of  On- 
ondaga, Mr.  Neleon  of  the  county  of  Cortland,  Mr.  Swift 
of  tbe  county  of  Ontario,  and  Mr.  Rusaell  of  the  county  of 
Niagara,  were  appointed  membera  of  the  committee. 

This  committee,  on  the  same  day,  reported: — 

Ist.  That  so  much  of  the  constitution  ae  related  to  the 
legislative  department,  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  take 
into  eonmderation  the  expediency  of  making  any,  and  if 
any,  what  alterations  therein,  and  to  report  such  amende 
meats  as  they  may  deem  e3q>edient;  and  on  this  committee 
Messrs.  King,  Kent,  Paulding,  Sage,  Rose,  Ten  Eyek  and 
Lawrence>  were  appointed. 

2ad.  Tbe  same  resolution  with  respect  to  the  executive 
department;  and  Messrs.  Sheldon,  Wendover,  Huntington, 
Yatesf  Stagg,  Pitcher  and  Hogcboom  were  appointed  on 
this  committee. 

3d.  The  same  with  respect  to  the  judiciary  department; 
and  the  coaunittee  appointed  consisted  of  Messrs.  Munro, 
N.  Williams,  J.  Sutherland,  Sylvester,  Wheaton,  Duer  and 
Wheeler. 

4th.  The  same  in  relation  to  the  council  of  revision; 
and  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Piatt,  Ward,  Nelson,  Brooks, 
Russell  and  Van  Home,  were  appointed  members  of  this 
committee. 

6th.  The  same  with  respect  to  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  office;    and  this  committee  was  compoaed  of 
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Me«n.  Van  Bnrtn,  Birdseye,  CoUini,  Bnel,  Child,  Ed- 
wtrds  and  Rhinelander. 

6th.  The  suae  in  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
the  qualification  of  persons  to  be  elected;  and  this  com- 
Bittee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Sanford,  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peter  R.  LiTiogslon,  Fairlie,  Young,  Cnmer  and  Ross. 

7th.  A  like  resolution  was  passed  in  regard  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  citizens  of  this  state;  and  Messrs. 
Sharpe,  Spencer,  Hunter,  I.  Smith,  Lefferts,  M'Call  and 
Richards  were  named  as  fpembers  of  this  committee. 

8tb.  The  same  with  respect  to  all  parts  of  the  constitu- 
Uon  not  included  in  the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  this 
committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Radcliff,  Bacon,  R.  Clarke, 
Pike,  Scbenck  and  Briggs. 

This  last  resolution  would  seem  to  have  covered  the 
whole  ground  not  previously  parcelled  out,  but  the  com* 
mittee  of  thirteen  reported  two  other  resolutions,  which 


9th.  With  respect  to  the  commencement  of  the  legisla- 
tive year,  and  tbe  term  for  which  every  elective  officer 
may  be  elected.  Messrs.  Root,  Lansing,  J.  R.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Price,  Beckwith,  Rosebrugh  and  Burroughs  were 
appointed  on  this  committee. 

10th.  In  relation  to  the  mode  of  making  future  amend- 
aentg  to  the  constitution.  The  persons  appointed  to  con 
sider  and  report  upon  this  matter  were  Messrs.  Swift,Van 
Techten,  Barlow,  Steele,  Tultle,  £.  Williams  and  Vei> 
bryck.* 


■  A  ntr  lUita  slun  u  Ibeia  caoBDillwi  oUMti  tiM  HBpw  ud  halhu  </ A* 
■■juiUt  at  Ibi  eoanulea,  toward!  Ibilr  poUlluI  oppmMOU.  Th(  chalnmi  of 
Am*  tea  iiiimmll'ii  wan  aU  nwmbcr*,  tiai  moM  sT  tbam  ■ulont  imrnlxn,  of 
UadoinlMDt  ytnj  Inltotlat*,  nal«M  tba  ■ppolntineilot  0«Mnl  THllmidR, 
BBsbaiTouB  of  tba  committee  on  ibe  ooudcU  of  niliion,  n»r  m  contldned  ■■ 
■■■xreptioo.  Bot  It  nilbia  wellnadenlaod  that  ha  waa  about  ebaa|lii(,)ria 
but  not  alRsd,  ehaocad,  kli  polllleal  pocitlos.  He  waa  otTeDdad  at  Iba  appolB^ 
■w  of  Mr.  OBlikr  lo  (ba  oBe*  sT  Mioraar  ■BMnl-aa  oOaa  to  wUok  Mr.  7UI- 
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Notwithstanding  this  subdiyision  of  the  matters  of, 
which  the  convention  appeared  disposed  to  take  cognizancei 
it  was  yery  evident  that  the  great  and  absorbing  objects, 
which  would  engross  the  attention  of  that  assembly  were 
fhe  following:-* 

First.  An  alteration  in  the  judiciary  system. 

Second.   The  abolition  of  the  council  of  revisioni  or.  a 
transfer  of  the  veto  power. 

Third.  A  change  of  the  appointmg  power. 

Fourth.  An  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage. 

On  the  3d  September  General  Tjallmadge  reported  in 
favor  of  abolishing  the  council  of  revision,  and  recom* 
mended  that  the  veto  power  should  be  vested  in  the  go* 
vemor  for  the  time  being.  He  stated  that  the  committee 
had  designedly  omitted  to  make  a  written  report  of  the 
reasons  upon  which  they  acted;  because,  if  each  committee 
were  to  assign  the  reasons  for  the  alterations  in  the  con- 
stitution which  they  might  propose,  those  reasons  might 
have  an  improper  influence  upon  the  construction  which 
might  be  given  to  the  constitution,  after  its  revision 
and  adoption  by  the  people.  When  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  was  considered  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  every  member  present  voted  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  to  abolish  the  council  of  revision;  but  when 
the  convention  took  into  consideration  the  substitute  pro- 
posed, a  long  and  interesting  debate  ensued.  The  select 
.committee,  as  I  have  already  stated,  reported  that  the  veto 
power  should  be  vested  in  the  governor,  and  that,  when 
be  disapproved  of  a  bill,  he  should  return  it  with  his  ob- 


nadg*  foppoeed  hlmielf  entitled— «nd  from  the  time  of  Bfr.  Oakley's  appoiatoMaif 
mad  his  disappointmeDt,  he  was  opposed  to  Got.  CUnton. 

If  the  president  of  the  convention  had  not  intended  to  introduce  some  species 
9i  party  machinery  into  that  hoasci  it  is  impossible  to  account  for  his  neglect  of 
such  men  as  Chancellor  Kentj  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  Judge  Van  Ness,  Judge 
Platti  Peter  A.  Jay,  Elisha  WilUamsi  and  sereral  other  gentlemen  eminent  for 
Ibtir  standing  and  talents. 


"ji 


jmldmmtio  the  lioiiBe  in  wfaioh  it  arigiiMtoil, «nd  ttet, 
iinliw  tw»4hinls  of  the  atenben  of  both  heuMi  iUmi 
««tad  for  th«  bill)  it  shoiild  not  beoone  «  ln«. 

Aor.  ToBpkina  proposed  to  uMxnBte  t  oowictl  iridi 
tbe  governor.  This  propositioii,  had  it  been  adopt«d,weuU 
not  hRve  eBuntially  altered  the  third  artide  of  tlie  eoBlti- 
tation  of  X777,  except  that  GoTemor  T.  proposed  that  the 
cooJiiullors  who  should  be  associated  with  the  goveiBOCk 
should  be  composed  of  persana  other  than  the  high  judi- 
cial officers  of  the  state.  This  proposition  was  not  sus- 
kinod  by  any  considerable  portion  of  the  cmrention. 

V9m  -qncation  which  elicited  the  most  intereiting  debnM 
gnw  oot  of  a  ntotion  made  by  Mr.  Liriogston  to  aaesd 
Iks  fcpcrrt  (tf  the  select  committee,  so  that  if  after  a  bill  was 
■Mt  back  by  the  governor,  a  majority  of  all  the  aaemben 
ikettd  m  bodi  houses  should  vote  for  it,  it  should  than 
a  law  notwithstandii-g  the  objections  of  tha 
ir.  Mr.  Livingston  supported  his  amendment  bf 
Ml  -uguncat  of  some  length  and  great  ability,  fit 
<fc— ght  that  to  invest  a  single  individual  with  the  powwc 
«f  overruling  the  majority  of  the  two  houses  of  tht  I^if 
li*Bre,  was  both  unreesoaable  and  dangerous.  He  wouU 
■•t  consider  the  proposition  bo  absurd  if  the  governor  wm 
MMiwriced  to  decide  only  upon  the  question  whetbet  te 
ywpossd  law  was  or  was  not  coDstitutiona);  but  he  b*- 
Isarod,  to  allow  him  to  set  up  his  own  opinion, on  the  «»• 
ftMeney  of  a  bill  against  the  majority  of  the  l^islatnre, 
«M  Bnti-republican  and  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of 
«Mr  free  inatitatiDiiB.  He  was  relied  to  in  a  very  abit 
manner  by  judge  Piatt,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  argu- 
■MAt,  stated  the  very  curious  fact,  that  tbe  first  bill  passed 
by  the  senate  and  assembly  under  the  constitution  of 
1777,  was  rejected  by  the  council  of  revisioa  oo  tbo 
pound  of  inexpedient  alone.     Mr.  Livingston's  amend- 
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nent  was  ulUmately  rejected  by  a  vote  of  ninety-five  to 
twenty-six. 

Mr.  Dodge  of  Montgomery^  afterwards  renewed  sub- 
stantially Mr.  Livingston's  motion,  by  proposing,  that 
when  the  governor  returned  a  bill  on  the  ground  of  its 
ODcoQstitutionalityy  unless  two-thirds  of  both  houses 
voted  for  it,  it  should  not  become  a  law;  but  if  the  govern- 
or should  refuse  to  approve  of  a  bill  for  the  reason,  that 
in  his  judgment  it  was  inexpedient,  then  if  a  majority  of 
the  members  elected, voted  for  it,  it  should  become  a  law, 
notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  governor.  To  this 
proposition  Mr.  fiacon  of  Oneida,  replied,  that  it  was  in 
substance  the  same  as  that  which  had  been  offered  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  that  to  vest  the  power  of  judging  of  the 
expediency  of  bills  in  the  governor,  was  far  more  import- 
ant to  the  interests  of  the  public  than  that  of  judging  of 
the  constitutionality  of  laws;  for  the  judicial  tribanak 
were  required  to  declare  a  law  null  and  void  which  in 
judgment  was  imconstitutional;  and  he  believed  that 
power  thus  vested,  furnished  our  best  security  against  any 
violation  of  the  constitution  by  the  law  making  power. 
Mr.  Do<lge's  proposed  amendment  received  a  more  feeble 
support  than  Mr.  Livingston's.  The  discussion  and  de- 
cision of  this  question,  did  not  appear  to  elicit  any  party 
feeling  in  the  convention.  I  perceive  that  General  Root 
votetl  in  favor  of  Mr.  Livingston's  amendment. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  from  the  committee  on  the  executive  de- 
partment, at  a  very  early  day  reported  some  slight  altera- 
tions in  the  constitution,  the  most  material  of  which  was 
that  the  governor  should  be  elected  biennially.  The  con- 
vention went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  report 
on  the  13th  of  September,  and  the  discussion  was  princi- 
pally confined  to  the  length  of  the  term  for  which  the 
governor  should  hold  his  office.     Some  members  of  the 
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eooTeatioD  were  for  the  term  of  three,  but  k  greater  num- 
ber were  for  one  year  only. 

Mr.  Sutherland  of  Schoharie,  was  for  three  yean,  and 
made  a  very  able  speech  in  support  of  that  opinion.  He 
was  sustained  by  the  chancellor  anil  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  Mr.  Jay  and  several  other  persons  eminent  for  thar 
talents  and  standing.  But  a  very  large  majority  of  tba 
convention  (eighty-nine  to  thirty,)  were  opposed  to  the 
term  of  three  years. 

A  majority  of  the  democtvtic  party  in  the  convention 
were  for  one  year  only.  Their  views  were  advocated  by 
Oeneial  Root,  Mr.  Hi^eboom  of  Rensselaer,  Peter  R, 
Idvingaton,  and  Mr.  firiggs  of  Schoharie. 

I  may  as  well  observe  here,  that  Mr.  Bri^s  was  a  man 
of  sterling  good  sense,  who  had  been  bred  a  mechanic, 
and  was  in  principle  a  firm  and  decided  democrat  of  the 
New-England  school.  In  someof  his  views  he  may  have 
been  altni,  but  in  all  his  movements,  except  his  course  on 
the  question  of  disfranchising  the  black  population,  we 
perceive  an  anxious  desire  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  many 
sfiainst  the  open  or  secret  attacks  of  the  few.  I  make  these 
remarks,  because  I  think  that  if  the  reporter  has  done  in- 
justice to  any  of  the  members  of  the  convention,  h« 
has  done  it  to  Mr.  Briggs.  For  while  it  is  evident  that 
in  giving  a  synopsis  of  the  speeches  of  other  gentlemen, 
he  has  presented  them  to  his  readers  in  a  more  polished 
form  than  it  can  fairly  be  ptesumed  they  were  delivered, 
he  takes  care  to  give  the  very  words  of  Mr.  Briggs,  which 
DO  donbt  were  sometimes  roi^h  and  harsh.  Those  who 
kno«  Mr.  B.  will  justify  me  in  the  assertion  that  he  is  a 
man  of  sound  mind  and  good  judgment. 

The  question  was  finally  carried  for  a  two  years  term, 
aa  i^nst  one,  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only,  (sixty- 
one  to  fifty-obe.) 
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It  is  not  a  little  curious  to  perceive,  that  those  who  may 
on  this  occasion  be  called  the  ultra-federalists,  were  for 
three  years,  while  the  ultra-democrats  were  equally  strenu- 
ous for  one.  On  the  final  vote,  the  federalists  voted  with 
the  moderate  democrats  for  two  years. 

During  this  discussion,  Mr.  Van  Buren  addressed  the 
convention  in  fiivor  of  the  term  of  two  years,  and  in  his 
speech  he  presented  a  very  fair  and  candid  view  of  the  ar- 
guments by  which  each  of  the  parties  supported  their 
respective  positions.  As  it  may  be  interesting  and  use- 
ful to  know  on  what  ground  the  advocates  of  these  three 
adverse  opinions  sustained  themselves,  I  have  thought  that 
it  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader  to  present  him 
with  the  following  very  imperfect  sketch  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
rcn's  speech: — 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  the  question  was  taken,  wished 
to  explain  the  reasons  of  the  vote  he  should  give.  ^^  There 
are  three  distinct  propositions  before  this  convention- 
one,  for  filling  the  blanks  with  one  year — another,  with 
two — and  a  third,  with  three.  He  should  consider  each. 
One  of  the  great  objects  of  this  convention,  to  which  the 
people  looked  with  so  much  solicitude,  is  the  hope  that 
by  the  amendments  which  shall  be  adopted,  party  violence 
in  our  politics,  will  in  a  great  measure  be  done  away.  It  is 
not  to  be  denied,  that  very  many  of  our  own  citizens,  and 
those  of  other  states,  entertain  an  opinion,  that  the  source 
of  our  discord  is  the  great  favor  and  patronage  of  the 
governor;  and  think  this  discord  can  only  be  allayed  by 
making  the  governor  a  mere  nominal  head — a  creature  of 
the  legislature.  Though  he  did  not  assent  in  its  extent  to 
the  propriety  of  this  radical  change,  it  would  be  unwise 
to  neglect  what  public  sentiment  has  so  distinctly  pointed 
at.  Yet  we  roust  not  disguise  to  ourselves  the  fact,  that 
we  have  already  augmented,  rather  than  diminished,  the 
power  of  the  executive.     We  have  given  him  the  exclu 
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■ITC  veto  hy  an  imtaniK  niBJorily,  and  hj  ihe  voictg  of 
the  judici&ry  tbemaelTefl,  who  fornvrly  partotdi  of  thh 
pawKi.  We  have  alao  inveated  hiia  with  the  power  of 
pardoiiiiig,  and  under  these  circumstanoeg,  he  would  have 
preferred  wailing  till  we  know  what  other  power  will  ba 
giTtn  to  the  goremor,  before  we  decided  on  this  term. 
The  majority  of  this  committee  had  decided  otherwisej 
.  and  the  Tote  he  thould  give  on  this  qsestion,  would  there- 
fore be  giTCD  under  the  expectation,  that  we  shall  incresN 
still  more  the  power  of  the  executive,  by  a  rasl  increua 
to  his  appointing  power.  The  brnnch  in  which  this  pow 
er  formerly  resided  hu  been  unequivocally  condonned  bjf 
the  public  opinion;  and  there  is  no  other  hand,  in  which 
it  could  be  safely  trusted,  except  the  executive.  With 
this  feeling,  then,  he  could  not  but  think,  that  as  we  in- 
cicaM  the  power  of  the  executive,  we  should  also  ia- 
crease  the  responsibility  of  the  governor.  We  should 
bring  him  more  frequently  before  the  people.  His  con- 
flicta,  if  any,  will  not  be  with  the  legislature.  He  wafl 
rendered  by  the  provision  now  proposed,  utterly  and  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  legialature.  Of  the  people  he 
did  not  think  be  should  be  rendered  so  independent.  Ia 
the  exercise  of  the  veto,  which  will  only  take  place  oB 
important  occasions,  he  will  be  lupponed,  if  he  should 
have  acted  manifestly  for  the  public  good.  He  had  not 
experienced  the  evils  of  triennial  elections;  but  as  wa 
bad  VBilly  increased  the  power  of  the  governor,  a  strong 
desire  is  manifested  to  abridge  his  term,  and  in  this  senti- 
ment he  concurred.  But  how  abridge  ill  We  wish  the  peo- 
ple to  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  their  governor's  con- 
duct, not  by  the  feelings  of  temporary  excitement,  but  by 
that  sober  second  thought,  which  is  never  wrong.  Can 
that  be  effected  if  you  abridge  the  term  to  one  yearl  N0| 
sir:  it  is  necessary  that  his  power  exist  long  enough  le 
survive  that  temporary  excitement,  which  a  mi-asure  ol 
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ipubiic  importance  must  occasiony  and  to  enable  Hie  peo- 
ple to  detect  the  fallacy  with  which  the  acta  of  the 
government  may  be  veiled  as  to  their  real  motives.  Can 
a  fair  jmlgment  of  motiveS|  or  of  the  effect  of  measures, 
ke  made  in  a  few  monthsl  No,  sii^^-even  a  term  longer 
than  three  years,  must  sometimes  be  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  judge  of  the  effect  of  measures.  But  we  must  not 
go  into  extremes,  or  we  shall  arouse  the  jealousies  of  the 
people^  in  weakening  the  responsibility  to  them,  of  their 
public  officers.  Let  us  test  the  question  by  reason.  Tou 
have  a  state  and  population,  whose  concerns  bear  a  strong 
noaiogy  to  the  interests  of  the  union.  Can  a  governor, 
in  a  term  of  one  year,  make  himself  acquainted  with  the 
interests,  the  wants,  and  condition  of  this  great  statet 
There  was  one  remark  he  made  with  great  deference — in 
all  the  eastern  states,  the  tenure  of  the  chief  magistrate 
ia  for  only  one  year;  and  the  majority  of  this  convention 
have  imbibed  their  notions  under  those  constitutions,  and 
oalurally  consider  them  wise.  Others,  who  have  lived 
under  the  constitution  of  this  state,  have  preferred,  as  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  do,  the  tenure  of  three  years;  and 
he  asked,  if  there  was  not  some  respect,  some  comity  due, 
lo  those  who  have  viewed  this,  among  other  provisions  of 
our  constitution,  with  reverence.  For  these  reasons  he 
hoped  the  blank  would  be  filled  with  two  years." 

On  the  30th  of  September,  the  committee  on  the  legis- 
lative department  reported  in  favor  of  retaining  the  number 
of  members  in  the  senate  as  fixed  by  the  conventionof  1801, 
but  they  recommended  that  the  state  should  be  divided  into 
wventeen  senatorial  districts,  each  district  to  elect  two  sena- 
lors,»except  the  ninth  and  seventeenth,  which  were  each  to 
elect  one  senator  only.  The  committee  finally  agreed  to 
divide  the  state  into  eight  districts,  and  each  district  is  en- 
titled to  elect  four  senators.  Under  the  old  constitution  it 
will  be   recollected  that  the  state  was  divided  into  four 
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great  districts,  which  it  was  intended  shonid  send  to  tha 
legislature  an  equal  number  of  senators.  Under  thia 
arrangement,  as  many  times  very  obscure  men  were  put 
in  nomination  for  that  important  office,  it  was  impossible 
for  an  immense  majority  of  the  electors  to  have  any  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  candidates  for  whom  they  wcra 
called  on  to  vote.  The  best  system  undoubtedly  would 
he  to  divide  the  slate  into  thirly-lwo  districts,  and  by  that 
means  bring  the  electors  more  directly  in  contact  with  th« 
CAnrfidatesj  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  without  dividing 
counties,  which  would  produce  great  inconvenience,  per 
baps  our  present  system  is  as  unexceptionable  as  any  that 
can  be  devised . 

The  select  committee  further  recommended  that  no 
member  of  the  legislature  should  be  capable  of  receiving 
any  office  from  the  appointing  power  in  the  state  tIarinK 
the  term  fnr  which  he  was  elected;  and  that  notqember  of 
congress,  nor  any  person  holding  an  office,  either  civil  at 
military,  under  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  should 
be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  the  Ingislatur*. 
This  excellent  provision  was  adopted,  notwithstanding  lbs 
committee  on  the  green  bag  message  had  hut  a  very  short 
time  before  so  severely  cennured  Gov.  Clinlon  for  iniimat- 
ing  that  it  was  wrong  for  Mr.  Skinner  to  be  a  mtmbcr  of 
the  senate  and  council  of  appointment,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  held  the  office  of  a  judge  of  a  district  court  of  ihe 
United  States. 

The  same  committee  also  recommended,  that  all  persona 
holding  offices,  the  tenure  of  which  was  declared  by  the 
constitution  to  be  during  good  behaviour,  should  be  re- 
movable by  a  joint  resolution,  two-thirds  of  each  house 
agreeing  to  such  resolution;  ami  further,  ibat  the  capital 
of  the  common  school  fund  should  forever  remain  inviola^ 
ble. 

These  excellent  provisions  were,  in  substance^  adoptedt 


I6BI.]  OF  HEw-Tomx.  15 

On  the  19th  of  September  the  question  in  respect  to  the 
electiTe  franchise,  or  rather,  in  what  class  of  the  citizens 
of  this  state  the  sovereign  power  should  be  vested,  came  on 
for  discussion.  A  sovereign  is  he  who  exercises  a  power 
without  human  responsibility  for  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  executed.  Such  a  power  cannot  be  exercised  in  this 
community,  by  any  person  whomsoever,  except  by  the 
elector  at  the  polls  of  an  election.  He,  and  he  only,  is 
alone  accountable  to  his  own  conscience  and  to  his  God. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom  that  subject 
had  been  referred,  reported  that  every  male  white  citixen 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  had  resided  six 
months  in  the  state,  who  had,  within  one  year,  paid  taxes, 
or  been  assessed  and  actually  worked,  or  commuted  for 
work,  on  the  highways,  or  had  been  enrolled  and  served 
in  the  militia,  should  be  entitled  to  vote  for  all  officers  of 
the  government  elected  by  the  people;  and  very  briefly 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  committee  had  made 
that  recommendation.  The  reader  will  perceive  that  this 
amendment,  in  effect,  abolished  the  property  qualification 
of  voters. 

Before  the  great  question  as  to  the  freehold  qualification 
was  agitated,  Mr.  Peter  A.  Jay  moved  to  strike  the  word 
"toAi/e"  from  the  section.  This  proposition  involved  the 
right  of  the  colored  population  of  the  state  to  vote  at 
elections.     Mr.  Jay,  on  this  subject,  said:— ^ 

"  The  chairman  of  the  select  committee  has  given  a  fair 
and  candid  exposition  of  the  reasons  that  induced  them  to 
make  the  report  now  under  consideration,  and  of  the  mo- 
tives by  which  thry  were  governed.  He  has  clearly  sta- 
ted why  they  were  desirous  of  extending  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  some  who  did  not  at  present  enjoy  it,  but  he  has 
wholly  omitted  lo  vxp'ain  why  they  deny  it  to  otheiswho 
actually  possess  it.  The  omission,  however,  has  been 
supplied  by  one  of  his  colleagues,  who  informed  us  that 
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kll  wbn  wwe  not  white  ought  to  be  excluded  from  poliii- 
eal  r^bti;  because  such  persons  were  incapable  of  exercia- 
ing  them  diicreetl/,  and  because  tbey  were  peculiarlj 
liable  to  bo  influenced  and  cornipud.  These  reaBOnB,sirt 
I  shall  notios  presently.  When  this  convention  was  fint 
anemblcd,  it  was  generally  understood  that  provisionf 
would  be  made  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  some 
wen  apprehensive  that  it  might  be  extvnded  to  a  degiet 
which  they  could  not  approve.  But,  sir,  it  was  not  es- 
pectcd  that  this  right  was  in  any  instance  to  be  restricted, 
much  leas  was  it  anticipated,  or  desired,  that  a  single  per^ 
•on  was  to  be  disfranchised.  Why,  sir,  are  these  men  tA 
be  excluded  from  rights  which  they  possess  in  commoa 
with  their  countrymen  1  What  crime  have  ihey  commit^ 
ted  for  which  tbey  are  to  be  punished  %  Why  are  they, 
who  were  born  as  free  as  ourselves,  natives  of  the  same 
'  eountry,  and  deiiring  from  nature  and  our  politii-al  insti- 
tutions, the  seme  rights  and  privileges  which  we  haTe,t)ow 
to  be  deprived  of  all  those  rights,  and  doomed  to  remaia 
forerer  as  aliens  among  us  t  We  are  told,  in  reply,  that 
other  states  have  set  us  the  example.  It  is  true  that  other 
atatea  treat  tbb  race  of  men  with  cruelty  and  injustice,  and 
that  we  have  hitherto  manifested  towards  them  a  disposi- 
tion to  be  juat  and  liberal.  Yet  even  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina^  free  people  of  color  are  permitted  to  TOtC) 
and  if  lam  correctly  informed,  exercise  that  privilege.  In 
Pennsylvania,  they  are  much  more  numerous  than  they 
are  here,  and  there  they  are  not  disfranchised,  nor  has  any 
iqconvenience  been  felt  from  extending  to  all  men  th« 
rights  which  ought  to  be  common  to  all.  In  Connecticut, 
sir,  though  they  have  done  much  that  I  think  ihey  hat!  no 
light  to  do  on  this  subject,  their  provision  respecting 
blatJcs  baa  not  (lisfranchisc<l  those  who  are  now  in  pnsses- 
noD  of  the  right,  but  only  operatt«  for  (he  future.  Here 
«a  cut  off  nearly  30,000  citiaens  at  one  vote.     Mr.  Jay 
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then  referred  to  the  resolution  of  our  lasl  legislature^ 
the  subject  of  the  Missouri  question,  and  asked  how  ii^ 
present  provision  would  tally  with  them — how  t)ie  d^ql^ 
rations  there  made,  and  the  principles  laid  down,  would 
■quare  with  the  measure  now  under  consideration  T    JB||ft^ 
air,  it  is  said  negroes  are  a  degraded  race.     I  hoped  U^ 
old  excuse  for  slavery  would  not  have  been  repeated  bene. 
I  did  not  believe  it  would  be  asserted  at  this  time  of  df^j, 
that  the  God  who  made  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  (>f  .oi|e 
blood,  has  created  one  race  for  degradation.    Sir,  Hu^ 
bodies,  their  brains  are  not  differently  constructed  frQ||i 
ours.     Their  habits  are  indeed   bad.     Their  wills  hig(e 
been  the  wills  of  their  masters  and  mistresses,  until  ti^ 
have  become  scarcely  capable  of  self-dependence;  and  tbMe 
old  maxim  is  true,  ^^that  the  hour  that  makes  a  maii^ 
slave,  robs  him  of  half  his  worth."    Sir,  will  you  puiiii|h 
them  for  this  your  error,  or  the  error  of  your  fathers  1 — 
will  you  punish  them  for  the  crimes  of  which  they  h%i^ 
been  the  victims,  and    not    the  perpetrators  1  and  fktl/^j 
having  reduced  them  by  your  past  injustice  to  degradation 
and  misery,  will  you  shut  them  out  from  the  chance  of 
future  amendment  1     But  as  a  matter  of  policy,  sir,  will 
you  permit  to  grow  up  among  you  a  race  of  men  having 
separate  interests,  distinct  hopes,  and  who  look  upon  ail 
you  do  with  jealousy  and  distrust  1  will  you  make  it  tl^e 
interest  of  such  a  race  to  wish  your  destruction  1     Xpu 
despise  the  slaves  of  Europe — and  why  1  because  they 
dare  not  shake  off  their  chains.     And  will  you  create  a 
body  of  such  men  in  your  own  country  %    Sir,  there  are 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  have  done  themselves  immor- 
tal honor  by  their  opposition  in  congress  to  the  oppression 
of  this  unfortunate  race;  and  if  you  shall  now  pass  this 
provision,  shall  we  not  hear  a  shout  of  exultation,  a.hi^ 
of  scorn,  resound  from  the  southern  states,  as  they  poj^t 

at  our  inconsistency  ?     Sir,  I  trust  this  will  not  be;  I  trust 
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m  ihall  not,  because  our  ikthera  have  irrenged  them  and 
ttieir  fathers,  henceforth  condemn  the  blackt  to  iiremeiliR' 
"     Uc  d^radation." 

—  Gen.  Root  and  Col.  Young  opposed  the  adniisuon  of 

-colored  Tolen.     Mr.  Root  placed  his  objection  mainlj  on 

the  ground  that  they  were  not  liable  to  do  military  dutj. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  said : — "  He  bad  known  the 
time  when  a  few  hundred  negroes  in  the  city  of  New^ 
York,  following  to  the  trains  of  those  who  ride  in  coaches, 
ind  whose  boots  and  Bhoea  they  bad  blacked,  virtually 
gsre  law  to  the  state.  He  had  known  the  time  when  that 
•able  majority,  in  a  period  of  war  and  danger,  paralyzed 
the  arm  of  your  government — an  *oi^nized  and  disci- 
plined corps,'  that  became  powerful  enough  to  defeat 
■ome  of  the  most  efficient  and  necessary  measures  of 
jour  patriotic  executive."  Did  it  occur  to  General  Root 
ind  Colonel  Young  that,  during  the  most  perilous  period 
of  the  late  war,  when  the  country  was  in  imminent  danger, 
Qiey  themselves  had  voled  for  a  law  encouraging  the  en- 
UstAent  of  negroes,  and  for  raising  a  regiment  of  blacks  t 

Doct.  R.  Clarke,  of  Delaware  county,  delivered  an  able 
ipeech  in  support  of  (he  motion  of  Mr.  Jay. 

Col.  Young,  in  reply,  argued  in  favor  of  the  exclositm 
of  the  blacks,  principally  upon  the  ground  that  a  consti- 
tution ought  to  be  framed  for  a  community  according  to 
■  tts  actual  and  probable  future  condition;  that,  by  custom,— 
irtiether  wrongfully  or  rightfully  established,  for  the  pur- 
pote  of  his  argument  it  was  unnecessary  to  enquire, — the 
black  population  were  a  degraded  people,  so  much  so  aa 
to  be  an  unsafe  depositary  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  If,  in 
fiiture  time,  their  moral  and  social  condition  should  be 
elevated  to  an  equality  with  the  whites,  be  would  then 
cheerfully  extend  to  them  an  equal  right  to  the  elective 
fnndiise. 
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This  debate  was  continued  until  the  SOth,  when  Mr. 
Abraham  Van  Vechten  made  a  long  and  very  able  argu- 
ment in  support  of  Mr.  Jay's  motion;  but  Judge  Spencer 
spoke  against  it. 

The  motion  ultimately  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  sixty- 
three  to  fifty-nine.  ~* 

Mr.  Van  Buren  Toted  for  the  motion.  The  vote  of 
Gov.  Tompkins  is  not  recorded;  but  I  belieye  it  was  un- 
derstood  that  he  accorded  with  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

The  subject,  for  that  time,  was  considered  as  put  at 
rest;  but  a  select  committee  of  thirteen,  of  which  Col. 
Young  was  chairman,  to  whom  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  "the  whole  on  the  elective  franchise  was 
referred,  some  time  afterwards  reported  a  proviso  in  the 
first  section,  which  excluded  all  colored  men  from  voting 
who  were  not  freeholders  to  the  value  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  This  proviso  Judge  Piatt  moved  to 
strike  out.  In  support  of  his  motion,  among  other  thingSy 
he  said: — 

^^  The  gentleman  from  Saratoga,  who,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  reported  this  proviso,  (Mr.  Young,)  has 
exultingly  told  us,  that  ours  is  the  only  happy  country 
where  freemen  acknowledge  no  distinction  of  ranks — 
where  real  native  genius  and  merit  can  emerge  from  the 
humblest  conditions  of  life, and  rise  to  honors  and  distinc- 
tion. It  sounded  charmingly,  in  our  republican  ears,  and 
I  have  but  one  objection  to  it,  which  is,  that  unfortunately 
for  our  patriotic  pride,  it  is  not  true.  I  abhor  the  vices 
and  oppressions  which  flow  from  privileged  orders  as 
much  as  any  man,  but  it  is  a  remarkable  truth,  that  in 
England,  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon^  and  his 
illustrious  brother.  Sir  William  Scotty  are  the  sons  of  a 
coal-heaver ;  and  the  present  Chief  Justice  Mbotj  of  the 
King's  Bench,  is  the  son  of  a  hair-dresser.  The  gentle- 
man from  Saratoga,  (Mr.  Young,)  began  his  philippic  in 
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Cltor«fmi««ital  iiffi«g>,  by'an««logiumMi  lilNrtyud 
«^Mlity,  in  ««r  hspff  «l»te.  Asd  whit  then  1  Vfl^, 
1k»  mtlttfaHlmoMa  vabetacM  by  ownag  »  molatiM,'iD 
substance,  that  thirty-seven  thousand  of  our  frse  blaok 
•MtiMnSf  nd  their  IpMlfmlv,  for  em,  shall  be  degraded 
by  our  consUtutioo  below  the  commoQ  nnlc  of  frcep>— " 
<ttat  'tbej-BCverdmll-eMCrge  frcB  their  htfuble  condition 
— tJMt  tbe]r«ha)l  ncTer  assert  thedigw^  of  bwaan  natnio, 
but  shall  ever  VeMain  a  4egTaded  easte  in  our  republie. 

"The  saase  fantlenaB  netted  to  oi,  on  that  occasion, 
kn  «l^ant  extract  kom  an  adaiired  poet,  (Gray's  Elegy^) 
■describing  m  melting  strains,  the  effects  of  humble  porerty, 
■*ti  mental  depresaibD.  Let  dm  aric,  sir,  who  is  it,  that 
-■ew  sedts  to  "  r^tress  the  noble  rage;*'  and  to  "  frceae 
>tte.geaiil  currant  vf  the  sdu1"1  I  must  be  permitted  to 
■Mprcos  ny  deep  regret,  that  the  ^gentleman's  fottry  tmd 
'hisprsse  do  not  agree  insentiinctit.  I  confen,  sir,  I  feel 
tome  apprehension,  iriien  I  anticipate  that  the  apeecbaa 
of  that  honorable  member  will  be  read  by  the  proad  £n^ 
4ish  eritio;  who  will  boaat  that  "alaTos  cannot  breathe 
JBtiglish  atrj"  that  "they  touch  hie  country,  and  tkslr 
'•badtles  fall.**  The  -genUcman  from  Saratc^  will  ht 
-i«srly  coaaidered  asa  leading  patriot  and  statesman  in  o«r 
-vqmblic;  and  if  bis  teitand bisaommentary, bis preapt 
■•nd  <bis  praettca,  are  at  vaiianoe,  we  shall  be  ■alad^ 
'wpaatd  tDtbeiaahofCTiticisaiAom  thebaad  of  relalb* 
•tfan. 

*^Befcpe4i%  adopt 'Ihiaproriso,!  faope  ^entlcoMB  «31 
4alse  a  -retrMpeot  -of  4he  last  fifty  yt»i*.  CMsider  tha 
«atoiMbitog.prsgreas'«f  the  human  mind  in  r^ard  to  ssli- 
i^us -toleration;  the  isrioas  pkas  of  enlightened  bamra- 
4ence;  and  npeeially  the  mighby  effbrls  of  the  wise  lad 
4hpgood  Ikvougbout  Christendom, in  fnisi  sfthnlrnilflhliil 
«Bd  Appraised  -aluUMn  of  Afrka." 
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^M».  Van  Bures  said  he  had  voted  agifauit » teUt  ainb 
mqufllifitd  tzoluaioDi  for  he  would  9o4  draw  %  iaiRf«uo 
firooi  them,  and  y«t  deny  to  Ihem  Ao  nfht  of  firfSrafO* 
But  this  pioTiso  met  his  appiohatjoik  Thf y  iwert^  e«T 
empted  from  taxation  until  they  hwl  quali&rcl  thaiaaeWat 
to  Tote.  The  right  was  not  denied,  to  exclude  any  pM* 
tion  of  the  community  who  wiU  aot  exeaoiae  Iha  tight  of 
suflfipago  in  ita  purity,  Thia  held  out  kadiacaaAianla  to  induft> 
tvy^  and  would  receive  hia  auppofU'^ 

The  queation  on  striking  ouit  the  pr#Tia#  was  loat|  tbuh 
ty-lhree  to  seventjr-one. 

It  is  somewhat  curious  that  Giea.  Bfol|  Col.  Young, 
Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Briggs,  &c.,  who  wete  mosi  anxioua 
to  aboliah  the  property  qualification  and  extead  the  right 
oi  suffrage  to  all  white  men,  were  e%ually  sealous  to  ex- 
clude black  citizens  from  the  right  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise;  while  those  who  most  aftrenuoualy  contended 
for  retaining  the  freehold  qualification  as  lespected  white 
dtizens,  were  very  solicitous  to  prevent  an  exclusion  of 
the  blacks  from  an  equal  participation  with  the  whites. 
Of  this  last  description  of  members.  Chancellor  Kent,  Mr. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Van  Vechten  and  Judge 
Piatt  were  the  most  prominent  How  is  this  to  be  ac- 
counted for  1  It  is  true,  I  believe,  that  the  colored  elect- 
ors in  New- York  and  Albany  had  generally  voted  the 
federal  ticket,  but  it  would  perhaps,  be  uncharitable  and 
unjust  to  charge  gentlemen,  on  either  side,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  discussion  and  decision  of  this  question, 
in  the  convention,  with  having  been  influenced  in  any 
considerable  degree  by  party  connderationa. 

The  third  amendment  recommended  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ¥ras  in  these  words: 

§  3.  Laws  shall  be  made  for  ascertaining  by  proper 
proofs,  the  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
suffirage  hereby  established.     The  legislature  may  provide 
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bylaw,  tint  a  ragiatcr  of  all  citizena  entitled  to  the  rigbl 
(^  sofirage,  in  vterj  town  and  ward,  alial)  be  made  at 
leaat'twent;r  <'*]'■■  before  any  election;  and  may  provide 
tbst  no  person  shall  vote  at  any  election,  who  shall  not 
be  roistered  as  a  citixen  qualified  to  TOte  at  suck  ele^ 
tkw. 

Tliis  clause  was  resisted  by  Gen  Root.  He  thought  bs 
said,  "  that  such  a  muster  roll  of  voters  would  be  imprac- 
ticable and  lead  to  mtschierous  consequences,  by  depriving 
many  legal  voters  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  consequence 
of  not  having  their  names  properly  inserted  on  the  mus- 
ter list." — (Carter'*  Cmvention,  p.  373.) 

Colonel  Young  and  Mr.  Van  Vechten  opposed  him^ 
but  on  taking  the  ayes  and  noes,  it  appeared  Bizty-aiz 
were  for  striking  out  against  forty-eight  who  were  for 
retuning  the  section.  I  perceive  that  Mr.  Sharpe  of 
New-York,  voted  with  Gen.  Root  on  this  question. 

On  the  S2d  of  September,  Judge  Spencer  offiired  the 
following  amendment  to  the  first  section  as  reported  by 
the  committee : — 

"  Other  Utan  for  senators;  and  that  in  elecUons  for 
senators,  every  free  mate  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  been,  one  year  next  preceding 
the  election,  an  inhabitant  of  this  state,  and  at  the  time  of 
offering  himself  as  an  elector,  shall  have  an  interest  in 
law  or  equity,  in  his  own  or  in  his  wife's  right,  b  any 
lands  or  tenements  in  this  state,  of  the  value  of  two  hun 
drcd  and  fifty  dollars  over  and  above  all  debts  charged 
thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  senators  in  the  town 
or  ward  in  which  he  shall  reside." 

This  amendment  presented  distinctly  the  great  question 
whether  the  freehold  qualification  should  be  retained  as  a 
necessary  qualification  to  a  voter  for  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  govenimeat.  It  was  Hiseusseit  with  great  latent 
and  zeal  on  both  sides,  and  the  ilcbaie  whicli  lasted  several 
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dayt,  finally  eillcd  out  the  efforts  of  the  most  talented 
members  of  the  conyention.  I  cannot,  perhaps,  give  a 
better  synopsis  of  these  debates  than  by  copying  the 
opening  speech  of  Judge  Spencer,  together  with  soma 
remarks  of  Chancellor  Kent,  and  the  reply  to  both  gen- 
tlemen by  Oen.  Root.  A  perusal  of  these  speeches  will 
put  the  reader  in  possession  of  the  leading  topics  which 
were  discussed  during  the  agitation  in  the  conyention  of 
this  interesting  question. 

^^Mr.  Chairman — ^In  presenting  you  the  amendment| 
(said  the  chief  justice,)  which  I  have  now  moved,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  if  it  be  adopted,  there  will  be  different 
qualifications  for  the  electors  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  members  of  assembly ^ 
and  all  other  elective  oflicers.  The  constitution,  as  it  now 
stands,  provides  that  the  senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-two 
freeholders  to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders  of  the  state^ 
possessed  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thereon.  The 
report  of  the  select  committee,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  propose,  with  the  dash  of  the 
pen,  to  obliterate  this  part  of  our  constitution,  to  destroy 
a  barrier  in  legislation,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  sages 
and  patriots  of  the  revolution  have  erected  for  our  pro- 
tection. It  has  been  insinuated,  that  as  we  have  already 
unanimously  agreed  to  abolish  the  existing  qualifications 
of  electors,  we  in  some  measure  stand  pledged  to  abolish 
the  distinction  between  the  electors  of  the  senate  and  as- 
sembly. This  is  not  a  correct  deduction  from  the  vote 
we  have  given.  The  vote  taken,  implies  no  more  than 
that  we  are  willing  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  as  far 
as  may  consist  with  the  public  good,  but  no  farther.  It 
will  be  perceived,  that  the  amendment  I  have  the  honor 
to  propose,  admits  all  persons  having  an  interest  in  real 
estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  either 
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{KnMiii  livmg  a  leiurehold  interest,  or  holding  badr 
mfder  confract  for  purchBse,  and  vho  sbalt  Imta  by  fty^ 
lilenU  or  improTements,  added  to  the  value  to  tiK  ataoiat 
<rf  t*o  hundred  and  fifty  dollara,  vill  be  entitled  un  taw 
an  ^etiaton;  and  the  right  viU  extend  to  tbowi'  «h#  hdhi 
fattdB  in  r^^  of  their  vires. 

« If  iri  yfiW  known,  air,  that  in  the  rapid  tM  «fenm:-< 
pled  exten^on  of  the  settlement  of  die  westeMf  partv  «# 
«ltf  Mstit,a  mode  of  selling  lands, not  within  tht  tieW  or 
oAMeinplition  of  the  framers  of  our  constitutioA,  has  htf- 
djtte' Common.  I  mean  sales  by  contract,  stipuhrtii^  ttf 
fitt  Stedif  whea  the  purchase  money  shall  hare  bectf 
fBB:  In  that  immense  and  fertile  territory,  owned  hf 
t&fr  HoUand  company,  sales  by  such  contracts  are  ihi 
tSmi  aAtf  ordinary  modes.  This  has  also  been  tbe  cas^f 
1/Vtf  extensively,  in  other  parts  of  the  stat«.  ThcSe  tfr* 
AMrious  and  valuable  citizens,  who  have  paid  portiorla  st 
(ftft  purchase  money,  or  who  have  made  valsable  and  n«^ 
M  iibpTOTementa,  ought  to  be  entitled  to  vote  for  seMH 
i{M«,  and  the  amendment  I  propose  will  give  thetn  IhAi 
right.  They  ought  thus  to  vote,  because  they  represefll 
^tions  of  the  soil,  and  because  they  have  that  atfath^ 
Aent  to  the  preservation  of  all  the  rights  incident  to  Tt>ii 
Mate. 

"  I  must  not  be  misunderstood — I  am  witling  nrd  deri- 
Mos  that  the  rights  of  suffrage  be  established  on  a  brotfA 
tUA  liberal  basis,  comprehending  for  the  one  branch  ai 
(He  other,  all  those  who  possess  sufficient  independence  W 
exercise  this  important  privilege  in  a  manner  comptUbH 
«ith  the  ihterests  of  society  itself. 

"  It  #onId  seem  to  me,  that  thnse  i^ho  propose  W 
abolish  all  distinctions  between  (be  electors  of  the  senat^i 
and  other  officers  of  the  government,  were  bound  to  shew 
tn  this  convention,  either  that  this  abolition  was  demanded 
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bj  the  farmenr  and  the  people  of  this  stafet,  6r  that  thu 
original  institution  itself  was  vicious  in  principle,  or  bad* 
in  its  operation.  I  hope  it  is  not  enough  to  iiMliice  us  to 
BHike  such  a  material  innovatioR  in  our  forni  of  govern- 
ffient,  merely  because  we  hope,  or  belieye,  it  will  improve 
our  constitution,  or  that  other  states  have  not  Mfoptcd  tfai^ 
sadte  provision. 

^  It  has  been  assumed,  that  the  people  call  for  thia  il* 
lenitioih^that  thej  do  expect  an  extension  of  the  right  of 
teffrage,  I  believe  and  admit;  but  that  they  demand  the 
ibolition  of  all  distinction  in  the  qualification  of  electom 
for  the  senate  and  assembly,  I  do  not  know  or  believe^ 
and  I  may  confidently  demand  the  proof  of  any  geaeral 
call  or  expectation,  that  such  a  measure  should  be  adopted. 
Has  the  constitution  operated  badly  in  this  respect  1  Or 
is  the  organixation  of  the  senate  imsound  or  vicious  hi 
principle  t 

^  If  it  shall  be  insisted  that  for  the  last  twenty  yearly 
the  senate  has  not  been  superior  to  the  assembly  in  wis- 
dom or  gravity,  are  there  not  causes  by  which  we  can  ai>' 
count  for  this  deficiency  1  The  constitution  divided  the 
state  into  four  great  districts;  and  although  these  have 
been  altered,  srill  they  have  been  very  large  and  extensive. 
The  candidates  for  election  have  been  unknown  to  nine- 
tenths  of  the  electors,  they  have  never  been  heard  of, 
until  their  names  were  announced  for  their  choice;  and 
when  we  superadd  to  this,  that  the  state  for  a  long  pe- 
riod has  been  rent  and  torn  by  faction — that  party 
spirit  has  pervaded  the  whole  community — that  activoi 
and  ambitious,  and  restless  individuals  have  assumed  the 
direction  and  control  of  the  elections,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  the  senate  has  not  been  such  as  the  framert 
of  the  constitution  contemplated;  for  the  question  put  by 
the  electors  as  to  the  qualifications  of  candidates,  has  not 
been  whether  they  were   wise,  or  good,  or  virtuous^  but 
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what  are  tbnr  politia,  and  under  vhoae  banner  are  they 
enrolled  1 

"  This  deplorable  state  of  things,  which  has  disgraced 
US  as  a  people,  aad  a  state,  will  no  longer  exist,  if  we 
adopt  and  improre  the  report  of  the  l^islatire  committee 
in  subdividing  the  atatejOot  only  into  seventeen,  but  as  I  fei^ 
ventl;  hope,  into  thirty-two  electoral  districts  for  senators. 
Then  the  anticipation  and  wisdom  of  those  immortal  pa- 
triots, whose  labours  we  are  now  revising,  will  appear;  then 
the  electors  and  the  elected  will  become  known  to  each; 
then  we  may  hope  to  see  our  senate  what  it  ought  to  be,  the 
council  of  ancients,  composed  of  great,  wise,  good,  and 
grave  men. 

**  Those,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  suppose  that  a  sound 
Imncb  of  the  l^;islature,  the  senate,  was  intended  merely 
as  a  check  upon  the  first,  (the  assembly)  appear  to  me  to 
have  misunderstood  its  organization  and  design.  It  was 
intended  to  be  differently  composed  and  differently  organ- 
iMd  for  other  purposes,  than  a  mere  second  branch  of 
legislation. 

"  The  objects  of  government  are  the  protection  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property.  These  are  important  and  para- 
mount rights;  and  every  wise  frame  of  government  will 
extend  its  protecting  care  over  ell  and  each  of  them. 

"  The  assembly,  consisting  of  greater  numbers,  elected 
by  all  the  sound  and  wholesome  part  of  the  adult  male 
population  of  the  state,  is  more  emphatically  charged 
with  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  personal  rights, 
die  lives  and  liberties  of  the  citixens.  The  senate  was 
intended  as  the  guardians  of  our  property  generally,  and 
eapeoally  of  the  landed  interest,  the  yeomanry  of  the 
state. 

"  I  shall  ask  leave  of  the  committee,  sir,  to  submit  to 
them  the  ideas  of  an  illustrious  statesman,  now  no  more. 
I  have  heard  with  great  pleasure  an  eulogy  pronounced 
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on  another  occasion,  on  the  deceased  General  Hamilton. 
It  met  my  most  hearty  approbation.  Now  that  he  is  en- 
tombedi  we  can  do  justice  to  his  memory  without  incur- 
ring envy  or  reproach.  For  profundity  of  thought,  for 
purity  of  mtentioui  for  depth  of  rescarch|  and  clearness 
of  investigation,  none  excelled  him;  and  I  may  say  with 
truth,  that  his  name  and  his  works  have  added  lustre  and 
honor  to  our  nation.  In  the  sixty-second  number  of  the 
Federalist,  attributed  to  his  pen,  and  undoubtedly  his  own, 
in  speaking  of  the  organization  of  the  senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  says:  ^  It  is  a  misfortune,  incident  to  repub- 
lican government,  though  in  a  less  degree  than  to  other 
governments,  that  those  who  administer  it,  may  forget 
their  obligations  to  their  constituents,  and  prove  unfaith- 
ful to  their  important  trust.  In  this  point  of  view  a 
seriate,  as  a  second  branch  of  the  legislative  assembly, 
distinct  from,  and  dividing  the  power  with  a  first,  must  be 
in  all  cases  a  salutary  check  on  the  government.  It  dou- 
bles the  security  of  the  people,  by  requiring  the  concur- 
rence of  two  flistinct  bodies  in  schemes  of  corruption,  or 
perfifiy,  where  the  ambition  or  corruption  of  one  would 
otherwise  be  sufficient.  This  is  a  precaution  founded  on 
such  clear  principles,  and  now  so  well  understood  in  the 
United  States,  that  it  would  be  more  than  superfluous  to 
enlarge  on  it.  I  will  barely  remark,  that  as  the  improba- 
bility of  sinister  combinations  mil  be  in  proportio?^  to  the 
dissimilarity  in  the  genitis  of  the  two  bodies^  it  must  be 
politic  to  distinguish  them  from  each  other  by  every  dr- 
cumstance  which  noill  consist  with  a  due  harmony  in  all 
proper  measures ^  and  with  the  genuine  principles  of  repub- 
lican government.'' 

^^  Here  is  a  distinct  admonition  that  a  dissimilarity  in  the 
genius  of  the  two  legislative  branches  adds  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  people.  But  we  are  not  without  another  high 
authority  from  a  most  distinguished  source.     The  opinions 


tS  roLiTHtUi  ■»«>&«  [imt. 

of  Mfi  JcftrfDB- have  beeo  nad-  to  tfae  i^Tiarioa,-«fca 
fomer  question,  bj  a  member  fracn  Otwgo;  lb«(  gmt 
nmr,  tkougfa  alive,  tiid  liviag  in  digsifieii  and  phUoKtphia 
rrtH-emcBt,  may  be  coDsttirred  as  nam:!!  withdttawn  froB' 
Uw  cont«ntioM  and  ftrifes  of  kbe  world^  a*  i£  he  weN 
ntonbed.  He  lae  given  ea  a  preciee  aad  dieuxct  ««««&> 
of  bia  nfttar«d  opiaivii  ob  this  intereating  point.  In  hm 
Notes  on  Virf;iBia,  be  baa  diacsaed  tbe  itnperfectioDa  oft 
their  cmwtitutton,  and  ^ven  to  tbe  world  the  lubstanoeof 
a  eonetituttOD,  which  be  wished  to  aee  adopted  in  bi»  aa- 
tire  stale.  In  apeaking  of  the  Benale  under  tfae  eaietin^ 
gOTcrtiiaent,  he  laya:— **  The  senate  ia  by  its  constitution, 
toV  bomogencous  with  the  house  of  delegates;  being  oh«> 
■e»  by  tbe  same  dectorB,  at  the  same  time,  and  o«t  of  tba 
sMne  subjects,  the  cboice  falla  of  course  mi  nam  of  th» 
tame  iacription.  The  purpoit  of  utMiMmg  i^enmt 
Smuts  of  legislation  is  to  ititroduct  tht  inhume*  of  itf^ 
fertnt  intareitt  or  different  principles.^* 

"  Can  there  be  a  plainer,  or  more  aelf-evideat  prepo^ 
tion,  as  applied  to  the  privRtelransactioiMof  mm;  than  if 
an  individual,  having  great  and  interesting  coacemSgfoaBd 
it  necessary  to  appoint  two  agents  to  manage  those  coo- 
oerns,  as  guards  and  checks  against  tbe  diidioiieBty  or  tb« 
defective  judgment  cS  the  one,  would  be  appoint  two 
precisely  similar  in  their  feelings,  jwlgments,  mniivrs,and 
habits  t  Or,  if  wise,  would  be  not  sflecl  men  possessing 
different  qualities,  that  ibus  he  might  combine  everything 
essential  to  the  promotion  and  presen  ation  of  hia  own  in- 
terestst  If  the  agents  were  exactly  alike,  movrd  by 
the  same  impulses,  having  an  identity  of  qua)ifii«iions,  in 
^ct  he  would  have  but  one  agent,  and  bis  precaution  of 
checks  wouM  be  nugntory. 

"In  my  juilgmonl,sir,  there  are  other  and  raigfati<>r  coa- 
uderations  still,  in  favor  of  (he  proposition  which  I  have 
nbmined      From  the  vast  exient  of  this  state,  from  tb* 
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^fiM*ttlity  of  its  •oil,  and  the  salubrity  of  iti.c]iiiiale,  we  are 
^tfeslined  mwkr  a  free  and  wise  government}  to  increase  in 
a  ratio  incalculable.     This  state,  within  a  century,  must 
^eemtain  a  popillatton  of  many  millions.     Are  we  amend- 
ing our  ooiMtitution  to  last  our  own  lives  only  1    Are  we 
fBtablishtng  fumlamental  prkiciplen  for  this  and  the  next 
(generation  only  t    No,  sir.    If  we  are  wise,  we  most 
take  a  prospective  view  and  wc  must  endeavor,  as  far  as 
iiuraanity  wiHnllow,  to  impress  on  our  doings  the  seal  of 
immortality.    IWe  must  fashion  our  constitution  to  suit 
the  present  and  future  times.     In  this  view,  as  we  have 
-repeatedly  been  admonished  upon  this  floor,  we  must  con- 
template, that  the  condition  of  the  community  will  change; 
"tint  other  interests  will  spring  up;  that  we  are  to  'be- 
come a  manufacturing  state;  that  commerce  and  the  me- 
thanical  arts  will  be  widely  and  extensively  established. 
^t  present  the  agricultural    interest  predominates;   but 
who  can  foresee,  that  in  process  of  time,  it  will  not  be- 
come the  minor  body  1    And  what  is  there  to  protect  the 
landed  interests  of  the  state,  the  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
if  the  wide  and  broad  proposition  on  your  table  be  adopted; 
admitting  the  whole  mass  of  the  adult  male  population 
of  the  state  to  vote  not  only  for  governor  and  lioutenant- 
governor,  and  assembly,  but  senators  also  1     He   would 
venture  to  predict,  that  the  landed  interests  of  the  state 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  other  combined  interests;  and 
thus  all  the  public  burthens  may  be  thrown  on  the  landed 
property  of  the  state, 

^^It  may  be  said  that  the  smallness  of  the  number,  and 
the  duration  of  the  office  of  senators  for  four  years,  will 
^ive  the  requisite  dissimilarity  between  the  two  branches, 
and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  distinction  in  the  quali- 
fication of  the  electors.  This  he  conceived  to  be  a  mis- 
take. The  duration  of  the  office  may  make  the  senators 
somewhat  more  independent,  but  it  can  neither  alter  nor 
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dungtthe  irfentitj  of  their  compcailinn;  and  tbcainallnMi 
of  tbe  number  can  hare  no  other  effect  thui  to  promote 

•  more  familiar  diBciuoion. 

''Howerer  subiUviiled  the  legislature  maj  be  in  it«Mre- 
ral  branches,  if  it  be  composed  of  persons  exactly  similar 
in  qualifications,  ami  be  elected  by  persons  having  the 
iame  qualifications}  it  will  be  virtually  one  and '  the  same 
body.  Put  one  body  in  an  upper  house,  the  other  in  a 
lower  house;  call  one  lords,  the  other  commons,  it  avails 
nothing;  they  are  but  one  body,  possessing  the  same  feel- 
ings, the  same  sympathies,  and  the  same  objects.  It  was 
a  conviction  of  this  immutable  truth,  whiuh  led  the  fra 
Bters  of  our  constitution  to  establish  a  difference  in  the 
qualification  of  the  electors;  and  I  may  confidently  app«wl 
to  the  intelligence  of  this  convention,  that  hitlierto  its 
operation  has  not  been  injurious  to  the  interests  of  society; 
on  the  contrary,  we  have  lived  securely,  we  have  enjoyed 
every  protection,  and  we  have  prospered  beyond  example. 

"  Let  me  ask,  sir,  whether  this  great,  this  radit-al,  this 
fundiimental  change,  whiijh  goes  to  br«ak  ilown  a  barrier 
of  our  constitution,  has  been  <lem&nded  by  the  sober  senae 
of  this  community  t  1  again  say,  ihat  I  have  no  knowl- 
eilge  of  any  disposition  existing  tn  any  considerable  extent, 
to  make  this  deep,  and,  as  1  fiimly  believe,  dangerous  in- 
novation. 

"  Is  it  desirable  that  we  should  remove  the  safeguards  of 
properly,  and  destroy  the  incentive  lo  acquire  il,  by  ren- 
dering il  inRecure  1  By  removing  these  guants,  we  repreas 
imlusiry,  frugality,  Ifniperance,  and  all  tlinse  exertions  to 
Ibe  HcquiMitinn  of  landi'il  properly,  which  make  good  citi- 
zens. Are  we  jealous  of  properly,  that  we  should  leave 
it  unprotected  1  To  the  benefirenie  and  liberality  of 
those  who  have  property,  we  owe  all  the  embellislimenla 
and  the  loinrorts  and  blesNitigs  of  life.  Who  build  our 
churches,  who  erect  uur  ho>ij>itals,  who  raise  our  school 
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houses  t  Those  who  hare  property.  And  are  they  not 
entitled  to  the  regard  and  fostering  protection  of  our  laws 
and  constitution  1  Let  me  not  be  suspected  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  infringe  or  curtail  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  the 
eommunity.  I  would  impart  the  right  of  electing  'the 
assembly,  the  most  numerous  branch  of  legislation,  to 
every  man  whom  we  believe  will  exercise  the  right  with 
independence  and  integrity;  and  thus  the  rights  of  every 
portion  of  the  people  will  be  protected.  I  have  said,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  the  rule  adopted  must  necessarily 
be  a  general  rule;  but  let  us  take  care,  whilst  we  nomi- 
nally give  the  right  of  voting  to  a  particular  description 
of  our  citizens,  that  we  do  not  in  reality  give  it  to  their 
employers.  The  man  who  feeds,  clothes,  and  lodges  an- 
other, has  a  real  and  absolute  control  over  his  will.  Say 
what  we  may,  the  man  who  is  dependant  on  another  for 
his  subsistence,  is  not  an  independent  man,  and  he  will 
vote  in  subservience  to  his  dictation.  Let  us,  then,  take 
care,  whilst  we  abominate  aristocracy,  that  we  do  not 
actual  I)  organize  it,  by  giving  to  the  rich  an  undue  influ- 
ence, and  by  creating  venal  votes  to  be  bought. 

^^  Here  it  would  be  profitable  to  look  to  that  country 
from  which  most  of  us  are  derived;  I  mean  England. 
Independently  of  the  rotten  burroughs,  which  send  fifty 
or  sixty  members  to  parliament,  and  which  are  owned  by 
individuals,  there  are  districts  containing  from  one  hun- 
dred to  five  hundred  electors,  and  sending  upwards  of  one 
hundred  members  to  the  house  of  commons,  who  noto- 
riously and  publicly  buy  their  seats,  by  dilferent  modes 
of  corruption  and  bribery.  In  some  places  the  electors 
have  long  been  habituated  unblushingly  to  receive  for 
their  votes  a  fixed  and  standard  price.  In  others,  it  is 
managed  with  more  decency;  but  the  corruption  is  gross 
and  palpable;  nnd  wlio  has  not  heard,  and  read,  of  the 
tumults,  the  riots,  the  mobs,  and  the  murders  attending 


their  clectioni  3  At  do  very  remote  jijerinA)  v hipi  lujUVJ 
•ad  vice  •lull  ittvp  es.tfD,4fii  Uuir  empire  unong  VMt  H 
they  asauM<IIjr  ,«illi,  nay  we  not  »pect>  if  w*  SKlnut  Abe 
.nwH  of  our  »dult  Dule  popuUtion  to  vote  for  wwy 
bi^oh  of  .the  goT«iuaeQt,  to  «ee  th«ce  jisgutttitg  ikimwi 
Acted  anutug  us  f 

t(  Ouf^t  not  Uwce  coaBidei^tiHw  to  iaduce  lu  a*  wie 
iiBca,  to  cndcATor  to  preserTa  to  the  Uoded  interest  ,(rf,ibe 
^counti^  one  branefa  of  the  legislature,  by  adhering  to  ,tbc 
■priociplea  «stjibli«hed  by  our  fathers,  And  aaactified  bf 
•Sperieaoe  t 

"  Ml.  6.  -wid  he  was  aware  that  he  might  be  nisinder- 
atood  and  oisrepreaented;  for  this  he  had  noaoxiety;  ;he 
.had  eodeBTored  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  bis^bevt 
judgment,  and  he  had  the  approval  of  bis  conscience. 
We  bad  a  record,  and  on  that  imperidnable  evidence  be 
should  be  willing  to  transmit  to  future  aget  his  vote  40 
this  solemn  and  important  occasion." 

"  Chancellor  Kent.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendnent 
flVbicb  has  beensubmitted  by  my  honorable  colleague  from 
Albany;  aod  I  must  beg  leave  to  trespass  for  a  £ew  no- 
.metitB  upon  .the  patience  of  the  committee,  while  I  state 
the  reasons'Which  have  induced  me  to  wish  that  the  senate 
«hould  continue,  as  heretofore,  the  representative  of  the 
,lan(kd  interest,  and  exempted  from  the  control  of  itniver- 
aal  flufltage.  I  hope  what  I  may  have  to  say  will  Jta 
kindly  received,  for  it  will  be  well  intended.  Sul,  if  I 
thought  otherwise,  I  should  still  prefer  to.hwant  the  Imi 
^f  the  little. popularity  which  I  might  have  in  this  boMK) 
.■M  ;OUt  of.it,  than  to  Insard  the  Ims  of  the  approbation  at 
Miy  own  conscience. 

"  I  have  reflected  upon  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee with  attention  and  with  anxiety.  We  appear  to  be  dis- 
-fcgarding  the  principles  of  the  con3litulton,uniler  which  we 
.hnvesoloagwid  so  happily  lived,  and  to  be  citangieg  soms 
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of  its  essential  institutions.  I  cannot  but  tbink  iiiat  the  con 
siderate  men  who  have  studied  the  history  of  republics,  ct 
are  read  in  lessons  of  experience,  must  look  with  concern 
nptm  our  apparent  disposition  to  vibrate  from  a  well  bsd^ 
snoed  government  to  the  extremes  of  the  democratic  dw- 
trines.  Such  a  broad  proposition  as  that  contained  in  Ibt 
feport^at  die  distance  of  ten  years  past,  would  have  stmck 
the  public  mind  with  astonishment  and  terror.  So  rapM 
has  been  the  career  of  our  vibration. 

"  Let  us  recall  our  attention,  for  a  moment  to  our  pial 
history. 

**  This  state  has  existed  for  forty-four  years  under  o« 
present  constitution,  which  was  formed  by  those  illustrious 
sages  and  patriots  who  adorned  the  revolution.  It  has 
wonderfully  fulfilled  all  the  great  ends  of  civil  goremmenU 
During  that  long  period  we  have  enjoyed  in  an  eminenl 
degree  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  We 
have  had  our  lives,  our  privileges,  and  our  property,  pro** 
tected.  We  have  had  a  succession  of  wise  and  temperate 
legislatures.  The  code  of  our  statute  law  has  been  again 
and  again  revised  and  corrccteil,  and  it  may  proudly  bear 
a  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  people.  Wc  have 
had,  during  that  period,  (though  I  am,  perhaps,  not  the 
fittest  person  to  say  it,)  a  regular,  stable,  honest,  and  en- 
lightened administration  of  justice.  All  the  peaceable 
pursuits  of  industry,  and  all  the  important  interests  of 
education  and  science,  have  been  fostered  and  encouraged. 
We  have  treblefl  our  numbers  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  have  displayed  mighty  resources,  and  have  made 
unexampled  progress  in  the  career  of  prosperity  and 
greatness. 

^  Our  financial  credit  stands  at  an  enviable  height;  and 
we  are  now  successfully  engaged  in  connecting  the  greaf 
lakes  with  the  ocean  b}  stupendous  canals,  which  excite 
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tbc  admmtioo  of  our  neighbors,  and  will  make  a  conspico- 
ons  figure  even  upon  ihe  map  of  the  United  Slates. 

"  These  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  our  present  goTcra- 
ment;  and  yet  we  seem  to  be  dissatisfied  witb  our  condi- 
tion, and  we  are  engaged  in  the  bold  and  hazardous  expe- 
riment of  remodelling  the  constitution.  Is  it  not  fit  and 
discreet — I  speak  as  to  wise  men — is  it  not  fit  and  proper 
that  we  should  pause  in  our  career^  and  reflect  well  on  the 
immensity  of  Ihe  innovation  in  contemplation  ?  DiscoD- 
tent  in  the  midst  of  so  much  prosperity,  and  witb  such 
abundant  means  of  happiness,  looks  like  ingratitude,  and 
IB  if  we  were  disposed  to  arraign  the  goodness  of  Provi 
dence.  Do  we  not  expose  ourselves  to  the  danger  of 
being  ileprived  of  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  t — WheQ 
the  husbandman  has  ^ihered  in  his  harvest,  and  has  filled 
bia  hams  and  his  granaries  with  the  fruits  of  his  industry, 
if  he  should  then  become  discontented  and  unthankful, 
would  be  not  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  might  come  in  bis  wrath,  and  witb  his  I^ht* 
ning  destroy  tbem  1 

"  The  senate  has  bithetto  been  elected  by  the  farmera 
of  the  slate — by  the  free  and  independent  lords  of  the 
•oil — worth  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  free- 
hold estate,  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thereon. 
The  governor  has  been  chosen  by  the  same  electors,  and 
we  have  hitherto  elected  citizens  of  elevated  rank  and 
character.  Our  assembly  has  been  chosen  by  freeholders, 
possessing  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars,  or  by 
persons  renting  a  tepement  of  Ihe  yearly  value  of  five 
dollars,  and  who  have  been  rated  and  actually  paid  taxes 
to  the  slate.  By  the  report  before  us  we  propose  to  an- 
nihilate, al  one  stroke,  all  those  property  distinctions, and 
to  bow  before  the  idol  of  universal  auflrage.  That  ex- 
treme democratic  principle,  when  applied  to  the  leo^lativa 
lad  exeeutive  departments  of  government,  hat  been  re- 
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garded  with  terror  by  the  wise  men  of  every  age,  because 
in  every  European  republic,  ancient  and  modem,  in  which 
it  has  been  tried,  it  has  terminated  disastrously,  and  been 
productive  of  corruption,  injustice,  violence,  and  tyranny. 
And  dare  we  flatter  ourselves  that  we  are  a  peculiar  peo* 
pie,  who  can  run  the  career  of  history  exempted  from  the 
passions' which  have  disturbed  and  corrupted  the  rest  of 
mankind  1  If  we  are  like  other  races  of  men,  with  simi 
lar  follies  and  vices,  then  I  greatly  fear  that  our  posterity 
will  have  reason  to  deplore  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  the 
delusion  of  the  day. 

^  It  is  not  my  purpose  at  present  to  interfere  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  respects  the  qualifica-* 
tions  of  electors  for  governor  and  members  of  assembly. 
I  shall  feel  grateful  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  retain  the 
stability  and  security  of  a  senate,  bottomed  upon  the  free- 
hold property  of  the  state.  Such  a  body,  so  constituted, 
may  prove  a  sheet  anchor  amidst  the  future  factions  and 
storms  of  the  republic.  The  great  leading  and  governing 
interest  of  this  state,  is,  at  present,  the  agricultural;  and 
what  madness  would  it  be  to  commit  that  interest  to  the 
winds.  The  great  body  of  the  people  are  now  the  owners 
and  actual  cultivators  of  the  soil.  With  that  wholesome 
population  we  always  expect  to  find  moderation,  frugality, 
order,  honesty,  and  a  due  sense  of  independence,  liberty, 
and  justice.  It  is  impossible  that  any  people  can  lose 
their  liberties  by  internal  fraud  or  violence,  so  long  as  the 
country  is  parcelled  out  among  freeholders  of  moderate 
possessions,  and  those  freeholders  have  a  sure  and  efficient 
control  in  the  affairs  of  government.  Their  habits,  sym- 
pathies, and  employments,  necessarily  inspire  them  with 
a  correct  spirit  of  freedom  and  justice;  they  are  the  safest 
guardians  of  property  and  the  laws:  We  certiunly  cannot 
too  highly  appreciate  the  value  of  the  agricultural  interest: 
It  is  the  foundation  of  national  wealth  and  power.     Ac- 
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cording  to  tb«  opinion  of  her  ablest  political  econonialii 
it  if  the  Hirplus  produce  of  the  agriculture  of  Ilogland, 
that  enable!  h«r  to  support  her  Tast  body  of  manuhctunrti 
her  fomidBble  fleclf  and  armies,  and  the  crowds  of  per- 
soos  engaged  in  the  libeial  profeiaioDS  and  the  cvltivatwD 
of  the  rariou*  uta. 

"  Now,  sir^  I  wish  to  pre«efTe  oar  senate  u  the  repiV' 
aentative  of  the  landed  interest.  I  wish  those  wko  have  an 
intereat  in  the  soil,  to  retain  the  exclusive  possessiMi  of  * 
branch  is  the  legislature,  as  a  stronghold  in  which  thqr 
may  find  safety  through  all  the  vicissitudes  which  the 
state  may  be  destined,  in  the  course  of  Providence,  to 
experience.  I  wish  them  to  be  always  enabled  to  say  that 
tbur  freeholds  cannot  be  taxed  without  their  consent. 
The  men  of  no  property,  ti^ether  with  the  crowds  of  de- 
pendants connected  with  great  maouiacturing  and  com* 
nercial  establishments,  and  the  motl^  and  undefinabU 
population  of  crowded  piHls,  may,  perhaps,  at  some  futur* 
day,  under  skilful  management,  predominate  in  the  at; 
fpmblyj  and  yet  we  should  be  perfectly  safe  if  no  laws 
could  pass  without  the  free  consent  of  the  owners  of  tha 
foil.  That  security  we  at  present  enjoy;  and  it  is  that 
security  which  I  wish  to  retain. 

**  The  apprehended  danger  from  the  experiment  of  oni- 
Ttrsal  suffrage  applied  to  ihe  whole  legislative  departmrnt) 
ia  no  dream  of  the  imsginaUon.  It  is  too  mighty  an 
axcitement  for  the  moral  constitution  of  men  to  eadnro. 
The  tMidency  of  universal  suffrage,  is  to  jeopardize  tha 
tiighla  of  properly,  and  the  principles  of  liberty,  Thera 
is  a  constant  tendency  in  human  society,  and  the  bistorjr 
of  every  age  proves  it — there  is  a  tendency  in  the  poor  to 
covet  and  to  share  the  plunder  of  the  rich;  in  the  debtor 
(o  relax  or  avoid  the  obligation  of  contracts;  in  the  majo- 
rity to  lyrannixeover  the  minority,  and  trample  down  their 
oghu;  in,  tJw.  in(lol«Qt  and  tbn  profligate,  to  cast  the 
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whole  burthens  of  society  upon  the  iA^ufltriotts  wd  the 
virtuous;  and  there  is  a  tendency  in  amUtious  cud  noieked 
men  to  if^ame  these  ccmbHstihle  maieriale*  It  requires  a 
yigilant  goYemment,  and  a  firm  administralioa  of  juaticey 
to  counteract  that  tendency.  Thou  shall  nol  covet;  thou, 
shalt  not  steal;  are  divine  injunctions  induced  by  this 
miserable  depravity  of  our  nature.  Who  can  undertake 
to  calculate  with  any  precision^  how  many  millions  of 
people  this  great  state  will  contain  in  the  course  of  this 
and  the  next  century;  and  who  can  estimate  the  future 
extent  and  magnitude  of  our  commercial  ports!  The 
disproportion  between  the  men  of  property,  and  the  men 
of  no  property,  will  be  in  every  society  in  a  ratio  to  its 
commerce,  wealth,  and  population.  We  are  no  longer  to 
remain  plain  and  simple  republics  of  farmers^  like  the 
New-England  colonists,  or  the  Dutch  settlements  on  the 
Hudson.  We  are  fast  becoming  a  great  nation,  with  great 
commerce,  manufactures,  population,  wealth,  luxuries,  and 
with  the  vices  and  miseries  that  they  engender.  One- 
seventh  of  the  population  of  the  city  of  Paris  at  this  day 
subsists  on  charity,  and  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city  die  in  the  hospitals;  what  would  become  of  such 
a  city  with  universal  suffrage  1  France  has  upwards  of 
four,  and  England  upwards  of  five  millions  of  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  laborers  without  property.  Could 
these  kingdoms  sustain  the  weight  of  universal  suffrage  1 
The  radicals  in  England,  with  the  force  of  that  mighty 
engine,  would  at  once  sweep  away  the  property,  the  laws, 
and  the  liberties  of  that  island  like  a  deluge. 

^^The  growth  of  the  city  of  New- York  is  enough  to 
startle  and  awaken  those  who  are  pursuing  the  ignis  faiuui 
of  universal  suffrage. 

'^n  1773  it  had  21,000  souls 

1801  "  60,000     do. 

1806  «  76,000     do. 

1820  ^^  123,000    do. 
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"It  is  npidlj  swelling  into  the  unwieldjr  population^ 
and  with  the  burdensome  pauperism,  of  an  European  me- 
tropolis. New-York  is  destined  to  become  the  future 
London  of  America;  and  in  less  than  a  centary,  that  city, 
with  the  operation  of  universal  suffrage,  and  under  skilful 
direction,  will  govern  the  state. 

"The  notion  that  every  man  that  works  a  day  on  the 
road,  or  serves  an  idle  hour  in  the  militia,  is  entitled  asof 
right  to  an  equal  participation  in  the  whole  power  of  the 
government,  is  most  unreasonable,  and  has  no  foundation 
in  justice.  We  had  better  at  once  discard  from  the  report 
such  a  nominal  test  of  merit.  If  such  persons  have  an 
equal  share  in  one  branch  of  the  le^slature,  it  is  surely  as 
much  as  they  can  in  justice  or  policy  demand.  Society 
is  an  assodation  for  the  protection  of  property  as  well  as 
of  life;  and  the  individual  who  contributes  only  one  cent 
to  the  common  stock,  ought  not  to  have  the  same  power 
and  influence  in  directing  the  property  concerns  of  the 
psrtnersliip,  as  he  who  contributes  his  thousands.  He 
will  not  have  the  same  inducements  to  care,  and  diligence, 
and  fidelity.  His  inducements  and  his  temptation  would 
be  to  divide  the  whole  capital  upon  the  principles  of  an 
agrarian  law. 

"Liberty,rightly understood, is  an  inestimable  blesung, 
but  liberty  without  wisdom,  and  without  justice,  is  no 
better  than  a  wild  and  savage  licentiousness.  The  danger 
which  we  have  hereafter  to  apprehend,  is  not  the  want,  but 
the  abuse,  of  liberty.  We  have  to  apprehend  the  oppres- 
sion of  minorities,  and  a  disposition  to  encroach  on  private 
right— to  disturb  chartered  privileges — and  to  weaken, 
degrade,  and  overawe  the  administration  of  justice;  we 
have  to  apprehend  the  establishment  of  unequal,  and  con- 
sequently, unjust  systems  of  taxation,  and  all  the  mischieft 
of  a  crude  and  mutable  legislation.  A  stable  senate,  ex- 
empted from  the  influence  of  universal  sufirsge,  will  pow- 
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ttfkllf  dieck  these  dangerous  propensifiesi  ind  such  i   ' 
check  becomes  the  more  necessary,  since  this  conventiiM 
his  already  determined  to  withdraw  the  Watchful  eye  of  t 

the  judicial  department  from  the  passage  6f  laws.  >  •         ^ 

'  ^^  We  are  destined  to  become  a  great  manufacturing  «| 
well  as  commercial  state.     We  have  already  numeroot  ;    / 

and  prosperous  factories  of  one  kind  or  another,  and  ou       '      p 
master  capitalist  with  his  one  hundred  apprentices^  and 
journeymen,  and  agents,  and  dependants,  will  bear  down  <  ^■ 

at  the  polls  an  equal  number  of  farmers  of'small  estateaib  ■  4 

hisTidnity,  who  cannot  safely  unite  for  their  common  -^^ 

defence.     Large  manufacturing  and  mechanical  establish*  ^ 

ments  can  act  in  an  instant  with  the  unity  and  efficacy  of 
disciplined  troops.  It  is  against  such  combinational 
among  others,  that  I  think  we  ought  to  give  the  freehold- 
en,  or  those  who  have  interest  in  land,  oile  branch  of  the 
legislature  for  their  asylum  and  their  comfort.  Uniyersal 
nffrage  once  granted,  is  granted  forever,  and  never  can 
be  recalled.  There  is  no  retrograde  step  in  the  rear  of 
democracy.  However  mischievous  the  precedent  may  be 
in  its  consequences,  or  however  fatal  in  its  effects,  univer- 
sal suffrage  never  can  be  recalled  or  checked,  but  by  the 
strength  of  the  bayonet.  We  stand,  therefore,  this  mo- 
ment,  on  the  brink  of  fate,  on  the  very  edge  of  the  preci- 
pice. If  we  let  go  our  present  hold  on  the  senate,  wo 
commit  our  proudest  hopes  and  our  most  precious  inte- 
rests to  the  waves. 

'^  It  ought  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  senate  is  a 
court  of  justice  in  the  last  resort.  It  is  the  last  deposi- 
tory of  public  and  private  rights;  of  civil  and  criminal 
justice.  This  gives  the  subject  an  awful  consideration, 
and  wonderfully  increases  the  importance  of  securing 
that  house  from  the  inroads  of  universal  suffrage.  Our 
country  freeholders  are  exclusively  our  jurors  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  there  is  equal  reason  that  none 
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lot  tkom  whp  have  «n  intereat  ia  tbe  Mil,  ahoold  ban 
lyi^eooflcin  in  the  composition  of  that  court.  A*  l<HigM 
Hk  Mnate  is  safe,  justice  is  saffl,  property  is  safe,  aad  oiv 
liberties  are  safe.  But  when  the  wisdooii  the  integritji 
-■■d  tfa«  independence  of  that  court  ia  lost,  wc  may  be 
oartain  that  the  frpedom  and  happiness  of  the  state  are  flal 
fiKcver. 

"  I  hope,  Nr,  vre  shall  not  carry  deaolation  through  all 
tfw  departments  of  the  fabric  erected  by  our  fathen.  I 
hop*  we  shall  not  put  forward  to  the  world  such  a  new 
MMtitution  as  will  meet  with  the  acorn  of  the  wise  and 
dM  tears  of  the  patriot." 

"Gen.  Root.  I  rejoice  that  this  proposition  has  pfsr- 
fiBled  itself  distinctly  to  the  committee,  and  hope  that  its 
rajection  nay  be  had  in  a  plain  and  unequivocal  Eaannar. 
It  divides  itself  into  two  branches. — 1st.  Whether  the 
saaate  and  assembly  ought  to  be  elected  by  different  per> 
Msis,  so  as  to  possess  genius  and  feelings  hostile  to  each 
•ther;  and,  3dly.  Whether  it  is  properly  provided  for  by 
Ae  amendment  that  is  now  proposed. 

"That  these  two  branches  should  be  so  organised  ai  to 
possess  different  genius,  the  honorable  gentleman  froM 
Albany,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  has  referred  to  the  writii^  of 
illustrious  statesmen  to  prove.  I  have  no  objection  to 
hear  eulogies  upon  departed  statesmen  and  illustrious 
tBdividuals.  But  however  justly  those  eulogies  may  be 
pronounced  in  respect  to  persona)  worth,  I  do  not  feel  that 
the  people  of  this  stale  are  to  regard  their  opinions  with 
the  reverence  due  to  holy  writ.  1  am  not  disposed  to 
detract  from  the  merits  of  the  illustrious  Uanilton.  But 
I  do  desire  that  we  may  not  be  carried  away  by  specular 
tions,  merely  because  they  weresdvanced  by  eminent  men. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  William  Pitt  the  ynungnr,  wer« 
gnat  and  illustrious  men;  but  we  all  know  that  their  doe- 
Irines  were  hostile  to  liberty,  and  however  snitabU  for  a 
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monarchical  goreromenl,  were  not  at  all  ealcnlated  Ibr  a 
rtpublioen  or  democratic  pec^le.  And  if  Mr.  Hamilton 
had  entertained  the  views  that  now  animate  the  people  of 
this  state,  would  be  have  proposed  in  the  Convention  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  governors  of  the  several  states 
•hould  all  be  appointe-i  by  the  supreme  executive  1  Sir| 
I  very  well  remember  that  when  I  had  the  honor  to  think 
mmI  act  on  political  subjects  with  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
bany, although  we  respected  the  character  and  talents  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  neither  of  us  respected  his  political  opin- 
ions or  his  writings. 

^Bot  why  must  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  be 
oomposed  of  different  genius  and  heterogeneous  materials) 
To  constitute  a  sufficient  check,  says  the  gentleman ^-^and 
so,  for  this  purpose,  it  must  consist  of  discordant  elements! 
Is  this  the  way  that  government  should  be  constituted  1 
That  the  different  branches,  instead  of  harmonious  move- 
ascot,  should  be  set  in  hostile  array  against  each  other  1 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  adverted  to  the  case  of  an 
individual  employing  two  agents  for  the  transaction  of  his 
business.  Sir,  I  want  no  better  example  to  illustrate  my 
views  of  the  subject,  and  to  deduce  a  consequence  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  which  be  has  drawn.  Were  I  that 
individual,  I  would  choose  men  who  might  act  in  unison, 
and  counsel  each  other  upon  the  subject  matter  of  their 
agency.  If  they  possessed  different  tempers — opposite 
opinions,  an<l  hostile  feelings,  could  I  expect  that  the 
agency  would  be  well  managed  1 — Would  not  my  inte- 
rests be  lost  sight  of,  in  their  distractions  and  animositiesi 
What  government  ever  sent  two  ministers  to  negotiate  a 
treaty, and  selected  them  for  their  known  hostility  to  each 
Other? 

^^  I  agree  that  in  a  monarchical  government,  where  little 
liberty  is  leA  to  the  people,  it  is  necessary  to  have  such 
checks  as  gentlemen   have  desctibed.     In  such  govern- 
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menta  there  sre  different  ordertj  as  lorda  and  commons  in 
England;  different  etlalUj  as  in  the  diets  of  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Germany.  But  the  necessity  in  those  gorerD- 
ments  bears  do  analogy  to  ours.  We  have  no  different 
estates,  haying  different  interests,  necessary  to  be  guarded 
from  encroachment  by  the  watchful  eye  of  jcalouey.  We 
are  all  of  the  same  estate — all  commoners;  nor,  until  wt 
have  privileged  orders,  and  aristocratic  estates  to  defehd, 
can  this  argument  apply. 

"  But  it  is  urged  that  this  different  genius  of  the  senate 
is  necessary  to  protect  the  landed  interest: — to  prevent 
the  mob,  the  rabble,  or  the  radicals,  as  they  would  be 
called  in  England,  from  laying  a  tax  on  the  lands  of  the 
rich,  and  not  on  their  own — when  gentlemen  lay  they 
have  got  none  I     This  ai^ument  destroys  itself. 

"  But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Albany,  (Mr. 
Spencer,)  is  apprehensive  that  we  shall  encourage  aristo- 
cracy by  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  control  the  votes 
of  the  hundred  men  he  employs.  The  argument  is — ^yon 
must  raise  up  and  protect  aristocracy  in  the  senate — for 
what  purpose  1  To  avoid  aristocracy  I  But  does  the 
gentleman  suppose  that  this  powerful  manu&cturer  is  not 
connected  with  the  landed  interest  1  la  not  the  manufac- 
tory itself  real  estate  1  And  will  he  be  disposed  to  break 
down  real  estate,  who  has  such  a  powerful  interest  to 
support  it  1 

*'But  another  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Kent,)  has 
said,  that  the  senate  must  be  preserved,  because  it  is  ooc 
dernier  resort  as  a  court  of  justice.  It  must  be  protected, 
to  preserve  the  judiciary  from  falling  a  sacrifice  to  those 
whose  pursuits  are  commerce  and  manufactures.  But  will 
not  these  classes  feel  as  strong  an  interest  in  sustaining 
■  them,  as  the  farmer  back  in  the  woods  1  Have  they  not 
more  frequent  occauon  to  resort  to  them  for  the  protection 
of  their  tighu  1 
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^  In  relation  to  the  second  branch  of  inquiry,  it  seemt 
to  be  admitted)  that  heretofore  the  lenate,  although  elected 
1^  freeholdersi  has  not  possessed  a  superiority,  in  any  re- 
qiect,  over  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature;  but  the 
bult  is  laid  on  the  size  of  the  four  great  districts;  and 
now  that  the  state  is  to  be  divided  into  seventeen  senato- 
rial districts,  faction  will  hide  its  hated  head.  I  agree, 
air,  that  the  time  has  been,  that  senators  in  the  western 
district  may  have  derived  their  nomination  from  the  city 
of  Albany. 

^By  the  plan  that  is  now  offered,  freeho1derS|  those 
having  a  clear,  equitable  right  of  the  value  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  are  to  be  allowed  to  vote  for  senators. 
How  are  the  qualifications  of  these  equitable  freeholders^ 
as  they  have  been  nicknamed,  to  be  ascertained  ?  Shall 
it  be  referred  to  their  own  oaths  1  This  is  a  dangerous 
temptation  to  perjury,  and  the  honorable  member,  (Mr. 
Spencer,)  has  more  than  once  opposed  any  provision  that 
should  allow  a  man  to  qualify  himself  by  his  own  oath. 
Shall  it  then  be  determined  by  the  chancellor  1  Sir,  I  am 
not  ynt  prepared  to  refer  to  that,  or  any  other  officer, 
however  respectable,  the  power  to  control  and  determine 
the  suffrages  of  the  people. 

^^  I  admit,  that  such  persons  should  be  enabled  to  vote 
for  senators;  but  I  am  not  willing  that  they  should  wade 
through  uncertainty,  if  not  perjury,  to  attain  it. 

^^The  balance  of'  the  different  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment has  been  a  theme  of  warm  admiration.  It  has  been 
likened  to  a  beautiful  pyramid,  of  which  the  king  was  the 
apex,  the  people  the  base,  and  the  aristocrary  in  the  cen- 
tre, that  is,  between  the  head  and  the  tail.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  carry  my  admiration  so  far  as  to  place  the  peo- 
ple's governor  at  the  top,  the  people's  legislature  at  the 
bottom,  and  an  aristocratic  senate,  between  two  firts,  in 
.he  middle.     However  pleasant  the  theory  may  be,  it  is 


HL    HISTOnT  rl^l- 

IS  of  onr  govpmnwm.  These 
ipssary  between  ilifferent  fami- 
•esls,  but  can  never  be  «slt]tHry 
ne  family,  whoee  mtPresia  art 
^rience.  Has  not  the  Rt^natf) 
litre,  been  as  riemocralic  as  the 
i  longer  term  of  service,  which 
any  mail  passions  that  may  b« 
nch;  anri  their  fewer  numben 
iily  to  correct  any  hasty  anil 
s  assembly;  and  ihese  are  the 
Bry  checks  thnl  the  nature  ot 


I 


1921.]  OF    NEW- YORK.  45 

Meetings  and  resolutions,  public  prints«  and  conversation 
iMive  united  to  require  it. 

^^  It  is  concluded,  however,  that  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  original  amendment  jeopardizes  the  landed  interest, 
fiir^  it  is  the  landed  interest,  in  common  with  others,  that 
Itfkve  demanded  this  measure  at  our  hands:  and  will  they 
f  esort  to  projects  which  are  calculated  to  injure  ourselvesi 
France  has  been  alluded  to.  The  French  revolution,  sir, 
l^ks  produced  incalculable  blessings  to  that  country.  Be* 
fore  that  revolution  one-third  of  the  property  of  the  king^ 
4om  was  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy;  the  rest  in  the  hands 
^  the  nobility.  Where  the  interest  of  one  individual  has 
been  sacrificed,  the  interests  of  thousands  have  been  pro- 
■MKed.  Aller  dining  with  that  friend  of  universal  liberty, 
Ike  patriotic  La  Fayette,  he  once  invited  me  to  a  walk 
upon  the  top  of  his  house,  that  commanded  a  view  of  all 
Ihe  surrouniling  country.  Before  the  revolution,  said  he^ 
all  the  farms  and  hamlets  you  can  sec  were  mine.  I  am 
sow  reducHi  to  a  thousand  acres,  and  I  exult  in  the  dimi- 
.  «ution,  since  the  happiness  of  others  is  promoted  by  par- 
ticipation. 

^^  This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  true  patriotism;  the  lan- 
guage of  one  whose  hearty  larger  than  his  possessions, 
embraced  the  whole  family  of  man  in  the  circuit  of  its 
beneficence.  And  shall  we,  with  less  ample  domains, 
tefuse  to  our  poorer  neighbors  the  common  privileges  of 
ff«'emen  1 

^^  But,  sir,  we  are  told  and  warned  of  the  rotten  bo* 
soughs  or  England.  By  whom  are  they  owned  1  By 
mm  of  wfallh.  They  confer  the  right  of  representation 
on  the  it'W,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many.  They  are 
always  found  in  the  views  of  the  monarch;  and  while 
arisloerary  is  supported  by  the  house  of  lords,  the  house 
of  coiniuons  is  borne  down  by  the  boroughs. 
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"It  ia  nid  that  wealth  builds  our  charchet,  ettablMm 
our  SL-boolSf  endows  our  lollfgcs,  and  erects  oar  faospttili. 
But  have  thrse  inililutions  been  raised  without  the  band 
of  labor  t  No,  eir;  and  it  is  the  same  band  that  hai  lev- 
elled the  sturdy  oak,  (he  loHy  pine,  and  (he  lowering 
bemloclc,  and  subdued  your  forests  to  a  ganlra.  It  u  not 
the  fact,  in  (bis  rountry,  that  money  controls  tabor;  bat 
labor  controls  mont'y.  When  the  farmer  cradles  bit 
wheat  and  barvesls  his  hay,  he  does  not  find  the  laborer 
on  his  knees  before  him  at  the  close  of  the  day,  solicitoot 
for  further  employment;  but  it  is  the  farmer  who  takes 
off  his  hat,  pays  faim  his  wages,  and  requests  bis  return  od 
the  morrow. 

"  Apprehensions  are  professed  to  be  entertained,  that 
the  merchant  anil  manufat-turer  will  combine  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  landeil  inteiest.  Sut  is  not  agriculture  the 
legitimate  support  of  both  t  And  (to  gentlemen  reallj 
suppose  that  they  will  madly  combine  to  destroy  tbcm- 
sclveel  If  the  title  to  land  rontribuletl  to  the  elevation 
of  the  mind,  or  if  it  gave  stability  to  independence,  or 
added  wisdom  to  virtue,  there  might  be  gowl  reason  for 
proportioning  lh<>  right  of  >uirrBge  to  the  acres  of  loiL 
But  experience  has  shewn  that  property  forms  not  the 
«('a1e  nf  worth,  and  ttiat  charaeter  does  not  spring  from 
the  ground.  Ii  (urern^,  indeed, to  bethought, that  poverty 
and  vice  are  identifietl.  But  took  to  the  higher  ciassct of 
Boi'iely.  Do  j  nil  not  oAcn  discover  the  grossest  abuse  of 
Wealth  1  Look  to  the  republics  of  Greece.  They  were 
all  destroyed  by  the  wealth  of  the  aristocracy  bcuing 
down  tlie  people. 

*'  Anil  how  were  the  victories  of  Greece  achieved  in  her 
better  ihtys  t  By  the  militia.  How  were  the  tiberliet  of 
Borne  sustiiined  1  By  her  militia.  How  were  they  losti 
By  her  sliinilint!:  nrini<».  Ilnw  hBve  we  been  carried 
triumphantly  through  two  ware  1     By  the  militia — by  the 


V 


1821.]  OF  HKw-roBX.  47 

very  men  whom  it  is  now  sought  to  deprive  of  the  inesti- 
mable privilege  of  freemen.  And  whom  do  you  find  in 
your  armies  in  time  of  w&r  1  The  miser  1  The  moneyed 
Shylock  1  The  speculator  1  No,  sir;  it  is  the  poor  and 
hardy  boldier  who  spills  his  blood  in  defence  of  his  coun- 
try; the  veteran  to  whom  you  allow  the  privilege  to  fight, 
but  not  to  vote.  If  there  is  value  in  the  right  of  suffrage, 
or  reliance  to  be  placed  upon  our  fellow-citizens  in  time 
of  war,  where,  I  ask,  is  the  justice  of  withholding  that 
right  in  times  of  peace  and  safety  1" 

Judge  Radcliff,  Messrs.  Tompkins,  Livingston,  Cramer, 
Buel,  Ross,  Van  Buren  and  Young  argued  ably  in  favor 
the  report  of  the  committee;  and  among  the  most  distin- 
guished of  those  who  opposed  it,  were  Judge  Van  Ness, 
Mr.  £.  Williams  and  Mr.  Van  Vechten.  These  gentle- 
men, and  especially  Mr.  V.  V.,  discussed  the  question 
with  gpreat  ingenuity  and  talent. 

Mr.  Young  spoke  last  in  support  of  the  report,  when 
the  subject  was  in  fact  exhausted;  and  he  very  properly 
curtailed  his  remarks,  and  did  not  enter  into  a  general 
examination  of  the  questions  which  had  then  been  so  fully 
discussed.  But  Mr.  Van  Buren's  speech,  if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  express  an  opinion,  was  greatly  superior  to 
any  other  which  was  made  on  that  vitally  important  ques- 
tion. There  was  nothing  in  it  of  clap-trap  and  party 
slang:  it  was  a  dignified,  philosophical,  and  statesman- 
like view  of  the  subject:  logical  and  eloquent.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  this  speech,  as  reported  by  Col.  Stone,  who 
was  by  no  means  partial  to  the  orator,  will  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  {p,  255,  265,)  and  in 
Hollan(P$  Life  of  Van  Burerij  p.  164.  If  Mr.  Van  Buren 
had  furnished  no  other  evidence  of  his  talents,  this  single 
argument  would  have  entitled  him  to  take  rank  among 
the  most  shining  orators  and  able  statesmen  of  the  age. 
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The  strong  Tote  ef  one  kcmdrcd  t»  nineteen  oonviami 
tbe  oppoaentt  of  tbe  extension  of  tke  elective  fcanokiH 
thftt  «U  further  resiilance  Would 'be  vein  md  UKlni. 

AtlcmptB  were  made  by  Gen.  Root,  and  oihera,  to  «>■ 
trad  the  right  of  suffrage  still  further  rhan  was  propoaad 
bj  the  select  committee.  This  vas  opposed  by  llvaan. 
Tan  Bupen,  Dueri  Nelson,  Sutherland  and  other*}  who 
were  for  abolishing  the  freebolfl  qualification  of  voten. 
0>  the  other  hand,  some  of  ihose  who  hsil  moat  zealoosly 
resisted  any  extension — and  among  these  Mr.  Wiltitiu  of 
Columbia  was  very  prominent — seemed  inclined  to  sap- 
port  Oen.  Root,  Got,  Tompkins  and  Col.  Tow^)  in 
sanctioning  almost,  if  not  quite,  tbe  principle  irf'  uni^erMl 
suffrage.  Mr.  Van  Buren  became  alarmed  at  this  conrtt. 
He  believed  that  Mr.  Williams,  and  tbe  gentlemen  with 
whom  Mr.  W.  acted,were  desirous  of  defeating  all  alteratioM 
ia  tbe  constitution,  and  he  suspected  that  their  object  w 
to  encourage  Gen.  Root  and  his  friends,  to  push  ihnr  n^ 
tions  of  enlarging  the  right  of  suffrage  to  such  an  extent 
as  would  induce  the  people  to  place  their  seal  of  condem- 
nation on  tbe  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  the  conventioa. 
Was  there  aot  danger  that  by  an  union  of  action  of  tbo 
ultras  of  both  parties,  a  result  might  be  protluced,  of  whioh 
the  people,  at  that  time,  would  not  approve  1  Mr.  Vm 
Buren  did  not  hestate  to  avow  those  auspicions,  and  pal 
the  convention  on  their  guard  against  such  a  course  el 
action. 

There  vere,  in  fact,  on  this  question,  three  parties  !■ 
tbe  convention.  One  of  these  parlies  was  for  relailue§ 
thefreeboM  qualification;  and  these  consisted  of  thcniav 
teen  who  voted  for  Judge  Spen<:er'8  amendment.  The 
antipoiles  of  this  party  were  a  very  large  number  of  tiM 
menbers  who  were,  in  reality,  for  universal  suflrage.  At 
the  head  of  this  party  were  Gen.  Root,  Gov.  Tompkina, 
Judge  Baduliff,  and  perhaps  Col.  Young  may  be  e 
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cred  as  being  with  th(*in.  Between  these  extremes  was  a 
class  of  men  who  may  be  called  conservatives,  who  were 
for  abolishing  the  freehold  qualification!  but,  at  the  saaa 
time,  were  for  placing  some  restrictions  on  the  right  of 
voting.  They  generally  held,  that  an  elector  ought  ettb«r 
to  be  a  freeholder  or  a  house-holder.  Van  Buren,  R. 
King,  Sutherland,  Duer,  Nelson,  N.  Williams  of  Oneida^ 
&c.,  were  among  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  conserva 
tive  corps.  The  final  determination  of  the  conventiooi 
in  respect  to  the  elective  franchise,  was  a  compromia^ 
between  the  conflicting  opinions  of  these  parties. 

In  concluding  the  history  of  this  branch  of  the  laben 
of  the  convention,  the  following  reflections  naturally  ocenrt 

Under  the  old  constitution  the  power  of  creating  tw# 
departments  of  the  government  was  vested  in  the  freehold- 
ers of  the  state.  It  was  said  in  the  convention,  and  pro- 
bably said  truly,  that  of  the  persons  who  would  vote  on 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  proposed  amendments, 
nine-tenths  were  freeholders.  Here,  then,  was  a  class  oi 
men  who  held  the  exclusive  power  of  government  m 
their  own  hands,  who  were  invited  to  resign,  and  who 
voluntarily  did  in  fact  resign  that  power,  or  a  portion  of 
it,  to  others  1  Is  there  in  history  a  parallel  to  this  1  How 
is  it  to  be  accounted  for  1  From  our  cradles  we  had  been 
taught,  that  a  zealous  support  of  equal  rights  and  an  exten- 
sion of  equal  civil  privileges  to  all,  was  an  evidence  ok 
our  devotion  to  liberty  and  the  true  principles  of  a  repub- 
lican government.  Hence  it  became  popular  to  advocato 
an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  I  infer,  then,  thai 
it  was  a  sense  of  justice  in  some,  and  a  desire  of  political 
popularity  in  others — (a  passion,  in  republics,  as  control- 
ling as  the  passion  of  avarice) — which  produced  the  restth 
— a  result  which  could  not  fail  to  astonish  the  lookenev, 
in  other  countries,  who  witnessed  this  extraordinary  eivil 

and  peaceable  revolution. 

D 
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I  submit  one  other  reinailc :  It  is  not  at  all  Burprising 
tlut  many  of  the  membt-n  of  the  convention,  who  had 
grown  up  under  the  constitution  of  1777,sfaoulil  have  been 
alarmed  at  the  idea  bf  uiiiveraal  suffrage.  Experience) 
however,  has  proved  that  alarm  to  have  been  groundless. 
In  every  neighborhood^  in  every  common  school  district  in 
thia  great  stale,  there  are  to  be  found  sober  and  thinking 
men,  belonging  to  each  of  the  two  great  parties,  whoa* 
onions  r^ulate  and  give  tone  to  public  opinion  in  such 
neighborhood.  These  men,  generally,  have  no  inleregt 
other  than  the  preservation  of  their  right  to  personal  lib- 
arty  and  property,  and  the  general  Interest  and  prosperity 
of  the  country.  There  is,  therefore,  no  danger,  there  can 
he  no  danger,  that  such  men  will  countenance  any  palpa- 
bly absurd  or  dangerous  measure.  It  ii  the  office  and 
bwioess  of  their  less  infoVmed  neighbors  to  decide  upon 
the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  leading  men  of  these  little 
circles,  none  of  whom,  as  we  have  seen,  jrill  ever  be 
found  the  advocates  of  either  very  dangerous  or  absurd 
propositions.  Hence,  the  danger  from  universal  suffrage 
cannot  be  greatj  while  the  benefits  secured  by  it  are  more 
numerous  than  can  be  here  indicated. 

It  may  be  true,and  it  undoubtedly  is  true,  that  the  right 
•f  suffrage  is  not  a  natural  but  a  conventional  right;  else 
why  do  we  exclude  intelligent  and  virtuous  females,  and 
well  informed,  patriotic  young  men  that  are  less  than 
twenty-one  years  old  1  It  may  be  true,  and,  I  believe,  is 
true,  that  this  right,  or  privilege,  ought  to  be  committed 
to  those  persons  who  will  be  most  likely  to  exercise  it  for 
the  public  benefit.  It  may  also  be  true,  that  the  danger 
to  which  republics  are  most  exposed,  is  aa  union  between 
the  extreme  rich  and  the  extreme  poor,  and  that,  when- 
ever these  extremes  sbnil  unite  and  thereby  become  so 
numerous  as  to  constitute  a  majority,  the  government} 
«lthougb  it  may  retain  the  name  of  a  republic,  will  in  fact 
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be  despotic.  It  may  be  true,  and,  in  my  jndgment,  it  ie 
ttne^tbat  the  preservation  of  our  civil  institutions  depends 
upon  the  middle  class — a  class  between  the  extreme  rich 
and  the  extreme  poor — and  it  may  also  be  true  that  this 
nriddle  class  ought  to  be  invested  with  the  power  of  rreat-' 
ing  one  department  of  the  govemmeftt.  A  department 
thus  created  might  be  a  rtaly  and  not  a  nocninal  check  on 
the  other  branches  of  the  state  authorities.  But  to  form  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislature  who  might  safely  be 
relied  on  to  accomplish  such  an  object,  the  restriction  of 
a  freehold  qualification  of  two  fauttdred  knd  fifty  dollars  is 
entirely  insuflicient.  It  is  but  a  feeble  evidence,  in  this 
country,  of  a  man's  prudence  and  sagacity  that  he  has^ 
acquired  a  freehold  estate  of  thevahie  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  and  it  is  still  less  an  evidence  of  pecuniary 
independence.  In  order  to  secure  the  election  of  a  legia*^ 
lative  bouse,  by  electors  who  may  be  presumed  to  act 
with  perfect  pecuniary  independence,  each  elector  ought 
to  be  worth  at  least  one  thousand  dollars,  over  and  abovttr 
all  debts.  A  senate  chosen  by  such  electors  might  be 
said  to  represent  the  property  of  the  community;  and. 
what  is  of  still  more  importance,  they  unquestionably 
would  represent  that  middling  class  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
who  stand  between  the  very  rich  and  the  very  poor;  and 
on  whose  firmness,  intelligence,  patriotism  and  virtue,  I 
have  already  intimated,  that  even  now  the  preservation 
and  perpetuity  of  our  civil  institutions  depend.  There 
can  be  no  reason  to  apprehend  danger  from  the  separate 
action  of  the  extreme  poor,  because  the  middling  class,  in 
such  case,  would  unite  with  the  rich  and  overbalance  the 
poor  both  in  numbers  and  intelligence;  nor  is  there  reasodi 
to  fear  danger  from  the  extreme  rich,  for  were  they  tO' 
undertake  to  act  hs  a  distinct  party,  the  middling  claSi' 
would  unite  with  the  extreme  poor  and  eifectually  defeat 
all   their  projects.     Perhaps  danger  may^  be  anticipated' 
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from  HD  union  ofncUon  between  the  extreme  rich  ud  the 
extreme  poor,  it  beiag  ponible  that  these  two  clasiee  maj 
overbalance  the  middling  clua. 

Another  grekt  object  which  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  convention^  was  a  reform  or  alteration  in  the  judicial 
department  of  (he  government. 

The  judiciary  of  the  state  of  New- York,  under  the  old 
ejratem,  had  meriteil  and  acquired  a  high  reputation  for 
If  gal  learning  and  talent,  as  well  as  for  independence  and 
integrity  in  the  administration  of  justice.  This  reputation 
wat  not  confined  to  our  own  state.  The  decisions  of  our 
bigb  judicial  tribunals  were  treated  with  marked  respect, 
pot  only  by  the  ablest  lawyers  in  our  sister  states,  but  bj 
the  legal  profession  and  superior  courts  of  England. 
Chancellor  Kent,  at  the  time  of  the  convention,  was  actu- 
ally giving  equity  law  to  every  slate  in  the  union.  There 
were,  however,  complaints  existii^  against  some  of  the 
judges  of  the  superior  courls,  and  especially  of  the  su- 
preme court.  It  was  urged  that  the  population  and  com- 
merce anil  capital  of  the  state  had  immensely  increased, 
p.-obubiy  it  had  quadrupled,  since  the  supreme  court,  con- 
sisting of  live  judges,  had  been  lorined.  That,  while  the 
business  of  that  court,  and  the  court  of  chancery,  had  in- 
creased in  a  ratio  at  least  equal  to  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  wealth,  the  number  of  judges  employed  in  the 
administration  of  justice  had  continued  to  be  the  sataie; 
tbal  the  despatch  of  business  which  the  public  exigencj 
demanded,  require<l  more  force;  aud  many  thought  that  a 
ditferent  organization  of  the  courts  of  law  and  equity  had 
bct-ome  neceaaary.  But  this  was  not  all :  Complaints 
were  made  tlial  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  had  be- 
come politii-al  partisans;  that,  while  the  tenure  of  their 
offices  secured  them  from  removal,  anil  from  the  fate  of 
other  political  partinns,  that  very  immunity  emboldened 
Ibera  to  be  gniiltyof  greater  violence  as  parlisana.     As- 
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oth^r  advantage  which  they  held  under  the  old  conatitii- 
tioDi  of  which  they  did  not  fail  to  avail  theDiaelven,  \vaf| 
that  although  they  could  not  be  removed  from  oflSce,  jet 
they  could  be  candidates  for  better  offices  whenever  they 
chose  to  be  so.  This  was  a  palpable  error  in  the  consti- 
tution of  1777.  That  constitution,  by  rendering  the 
judges -of  the  higher  courts  eligible  to  elective  offices,  held 
out  a  sort  of  inducement  for  them  to  become  politicians) 
and  it  gave  them  an  unreasonable  advantage,  for  it  ena- 
bled them  to  play  a  political  game  in  which  they  could 
not  lose,  but  might  win. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  was  such 
as  one  would  think  would  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  the  chancellor  and  judges  themselves. 

Mr.  Monroe,  as  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee, 
reported:  That  the  court  of  chancery  should  consist  of  a 
chancellor  and  vice-chancellor,  and  that  the  legislature 
should  be  authorized  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
second  vice-chancellor,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  public 
exigency  demanded  the  measure;  that  appeals  should  lie 
from  the  vice-chancellor  to  the  chancellor;  that  there 
should  be  created  a  superior  court  of  common  pleas,  whirh 
should  possess  jurisdiction,  with  very  trifling  exceptions, 
concurrent  with  the  supreme  court;  and  that,  from  this 
court,  error  might  be  biought,  directly  to  the  court  for  the 
correction  of  errors;  that  the  judges  of  these  courts  should 
be  judges  at  Jfisi  PriuSj  and  try  all  the  issues  joined  in 
their  respective  courts;  and  that  they  should  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  until  they  were  sixty- 
five  years  old : 

That  the  chancellor,  vice-chancellor,  and  judges  of  the 
supreme  and  superior  courts,  should,  together  with  the 
senate,  constitute  the  court  for  the  correction  of  errors; 
that  they  should  not  be  eligible  to  any  elective  office  until 
two  years  after  they  should  cease  to  be  judges;  and  thai 
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the  probate  and  regntering  of  wilU  thoold  be  coofided  to 
the  courts  of  common  pleas. 

This  scheme  wu  originally  forntad,  and,  as  I  belieT«| 
in  alt  material  parti,  matured,  by  that  learned  lawyer  and 
able  statcBraan  William  A.  Dusn.  At  any  rate,  I  have 
teason  to  believe  such  to  be  the  fact,  because  he  commn- 
nicated  the  plan  to  me  some  time  before  the  meetii^  of 
the  convention. 

On  the  2Snd  of  Octc4wr  the  convention  took  this  report 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Monroe  opened  the  debate  by  an  expose  of  the 
principles  upon  which  the  committee  had  acted.  The 
Goinuiiuee,  he  stated,  were  unanimoua  in  their  report,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  entertained  opinions 
adverse  to  ibemajority.  Mr.  M.,in  hisaddreaSfCarefully 
abstained  from  any  allusions  to  party  considerationa,  or  to 
the  political  principles  or  conduct  of  any  of  the  judges 
He  iliscuEsed  the  questitm  in  the  abstract,  and  confined 
himself  entirely  to  topics  of  a  public  and  general  charac- 
ter. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  this  speech,  Qen.  Root 
rose  anil  offered  a  substitute,  providing  that  the  juflicial 
power  of  the  sute  should  be  vested  "  in  a  court  for  the 
trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of  errors,  to  con- 
sist of  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  senalors;  in  a 
supreme  court,  to  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  not  more 
than  four,  nor  less  than  two,  associate  justices;  in  circuit 
courts,  and  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  in  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  in  such  other  courts,  subordinate  to  the  so- 
preme  couit,  as  the  legislature  may  from  time  to  time 
esUibiish.  The  state  shall  be  divided  into  a  convenient 
number  of  districts,  subject  to  alteration,  as  the  public 
gnoil  may  require;  and  for  each,  a  circuit  judgt^  shall  be 
tppoinU'd  :  He  shall  have  the  same  powtrs  as  a  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  at  his  chambers:     He  shall  have 
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fMH(leiiDr;€MMti«f  o^er  smI  teraunmrMMl  jmI  deliwrji 
aridy  if  nqoired  bj  law,  to  pmide  ni  ooorte  of  cnmmim 
yfaM  —li  gtiwimi  oriMJonaof  liw  peaoe,  Tke  onpNSft 
•oort|  Aoll  liavo  jnriadictioiii  in  nil  ciMea^  in  law  ani 
aipiity}  and  ikm  kgialatare  amyi  in  their  diacieiion»  vaal 
ehaneeiry  poweia  in  odier  eonrla  of  aubordinmle  jnriadkh 
tion  :  Pramdid^  however^  That  the  oonrt  of  ehanoefjr,oi' 
al  yeatnl  organiaed,  -ahall  oonttnooi  intil  the  Icgialatnra 
ahall  olherwiae  direct" 

* 

TUa  prapoeition  eentemplated  a  total  lewohition  in  tka 
jaiBCMny  d^parUnents 

It  pripoeed,  firal— The  abolition  of  the  oxietingi  aa4  '  ; 

the  creation  of  a  new  supreme  court      Seaood— Iht  *^ 

tion'  of  n  eofps  of  district  judges  for  the  trial  of  all  '• 

of  fact.      Third— The  abolition  of  the  court  ef  ^ 

ohancerji  and   the  transfer  of  the  equitable  powera  a| 
that  court  to  the  courts  of  common  iaw.^  - 
So  lar  aa  the  btereats  or  feeliim  of  partiea  wean 

# 

concerned,  the  great  object,  on   the  one  hand|  was  to 

get  rid  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court|  by  coBtiir 

iuiumising  them  out  of  office,  and,  on  the  other  band| 

to  presenre  them.      With  respect  to  Chancellor  Ken^ 

ns  he  would   become   ineligible   to   hold   the  office  of 

chancellor  within  a  few  months  after  the  new  constitor 

tion  could  go  into  operation,  no  mere  party  considers: 

tions  could  have  opeiated   on  any  portion  of  the  conr  , 

Tention  in  their  action  in  relation  to  the  court  of  chaa* 

eery.    Colonel  Young  argued  in  support  of  Mr.  Root^ 

project      He  attempted  to  produce  an  impression  that 

the  plan  did  not  pre-suppose  a  removal  of  the  judg^ 

He  was  sustained  by  Judge  Raddiff.    Mr.  Wheaton,  o« 

tha  other  hand,  argued  in  favor  of  the  report  of  tht 

eonunittee. 
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Ifr.  N.  Wiiliami  nggeited  a  different  Khcme,  (C  JL 
f.  6S0.)  His  plan  was  to  leave  the  supreme  court  witk 
•obatsntially  the  same  powers  it  then  held;  to  lUride  the 
ante  into  five  or  more  districts,  and  to  appoint  a  judge  in 
nch  district,  with  power  to  try  all  issues  joined  in  tha 
npreme  court,  and  to  perform  certain  other  duties.  Th« 
project  of  Mr.  Williams  did  not  seem  to  excite  much  at- 
tention in  the  convention. 

Now  it  seems  to  me,  while  things  were  so  unsettled,  it 
would  have  been  sound  policy  in  the  judges,  and  thow 
who  wished  to  retain  tbem  in  office,  to  have  exerted  them- 
■elves  with  zeal  and  energy,  either  in  support  of  Mr. 
ICcnroe*s  report,  or  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Wiltianu. 
Bbt  I  cannot  perceive  that  they  tlid  either.  Thev  proba- 
l(ly  were  deluded  with  the  vain  hope  that  so  many  pro- 
jects would  be  put  forth  in  the  convention,  that  that  hody 
would  he  so  much  divided  into  factions  that  a  majority 
could  not  be  obtained  in  favor  of  any  one  scheme,  and 
UmIj  for  this  reason,  the  convention  would  dissolve  itself, 
leaving  the  supreme  court  in  possession  of  the  powers 
they  then  held.  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  the  most  able  and 
efficient  friend  of  the  judges,  was,  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
•ccasioDS,  opposed  to  any  innovations  or  alterations.  He 
wu,  if  I  may  so  speak,  constitutionally  opposed  to  all 
changes.  Strange,  that  such  shrewd  and  sagacious  men  as 
Judges  Spencer  and  Van  Ness  should  have  so  fatally  de- 
eeived  themselves.  The  increase  of  population,  of  com- 
■erce,  and  consequent  liligaiinn  in  the  state,  eminently 
demanded  some  change  in  the  judiciary  department,  fie- 
■des,  did  not  these  gentlemen  know  that  there  were  some 
docen  of  the  leading  mt^mbt^rs  of  that  convention,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  oul-door  expectants,  who  desired  to  he  ap- 
pointed judges  7       Did  the)  not  know  that  nine-tenths  of 
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the  manbera  of  that  body  had  come  there  with  an  expeo 
tation  and  determination  to  make  some  radical  changes  in 
the  judiciary  department  1 

The  scheme  of  the  committee^  as  well  as  that  of  Mr 
Williams^  would  have  provided  for  the  public  exigency, 
and  would  have  furnished  places  for  aspirants^  while  either 
plan  would  have  secured  to  the  judges  the  enjoyment  of 
their  of&ces.  It  was  madness  in  them  to  hold  a  neu- 
tral position  in  the  vain  hope  that  their  enemies  would 
quarrel  so  much  about  the  mode  of  dividing  the  spoils  as 
to  separate,  leaving  them  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
offices. 

Gen.  Root's  substitute  was  rejected — seventy-three  to 
thirty-six.  It  would  seem  that  the  principal  reason  for 
this  rejection  was,  that  the  substitute,  contemplated  the 
abolition  of  the  court  of  chancery. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  section  of  the 
report  of  the  committee*  and  it  was  rejected,  seventy-nine 
to  thirty-three.  Gov.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Kinp;,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Kent,  Mr. 
Van  Vechten,  Mr.  Sutherland,  and  Mr.  Wheaton,  voting 
in  favor  of  it.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  did  not 
vote. 

This  vote  was  considered  by  the  convention  a  rejection 
3f  the  whole  report. 

Various  projects  were  then  submitted,  by  individuals,  to 
the  convention,  among  which  was  one  by  Mr.  Dodge  of 
Montgomery  county,  and  one  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  both  of 
which  proposed  the  creation  of  circuit  judges,  leaving  the 
supreme  court  in  possession  of  its  existing  powers.  These 
propositions  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  con- 
sisting of  Monroe,  Young,  Root«  Buel,  N.  Williams,  Van 
Buren  and  Schenck.  The  next  day  this  committee  r^ 
ported  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  circuit  judges. 


^^^^^^^^^^^1   J< 
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Upon  the  coaing  in  of  this  report,  Co).  Youitg  rematked 
that  the  committee  were  the  last  evening  unanimoiia,  but 
that  one  member  had  that  morning  changed  his  opinuMli 
which  had  set  every  thing  afloat. 

Mr.  Monroe  then  proposed,  as  a  firat  aection  of  the 
proposed  amraidments,  a  provision  for  the  preservation  of 
the  court  oi  errors,  Mc  court  of  chancery,  and  the  suprene 
court. 

Gov.  Tompkins  thereupon  rose  and  said,  be  "did  not 
^ise  to  take  any  part  ia  the  discussion  ;  but  as  it  aeemed 
that  the  committee  had  not  been  unanimons,  and  that  • 
part  of  the  report  had  been  stricken  out,  he  would  move, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  question  fairly  to  the 
convention,  to  re-icseit  the  same,  to  constitute  the  fint 
section,  in  the  following  words : 

"  The  judicial  power  of  this  state  shall  be  vetted  in  • 
court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of 
errors,  to  consist  of  the  president  of  the  senate,  the  sena- 
tors,  the  chancellor,  and  the  justices  of  the  supreme  coart 
— in  a  court  of  chancery,  possessing  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers  as  the  present  court  of  chancery — in  a  su* 
preme  court,  to  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  not  more 
than  four  and  not  less  than  two  associate  justices,  as  the 
legislature  may  prescribe,  possessing  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers  as  the  present  supreme  court  of  this  state,  and 
the  justices  thereof,  now  possess — in  courts  of  common 
pleaa — of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  in  such  other 
courts  as  may  from  time  to  time  by  taw  be  established." 

It  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  one  plan,  jf  adopted, 
would  retain  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  while  the 
adopuon  of  the  other  would  proably  result  in  their  remo- 
val. There  was,  as  Mr.  Briggs  on  some  occasion  observed^ 
a  great  difference  between  a  constitutional  provision  estab- 
lishing th€  supreme  court  and  a  supreme  co'irt. 
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^.  Mr«  MopitM  ttatedi  in  cyphMliMi  dial  •  the  oomiiitlct 
jtmimi  fViMpg  vtre  cqiiaUy  difided;  tkiee  wore  for-om 
f^yei^  wd  thfM^for  II10  «tktr;  Umti  w  dMirmuiy  he,  it 
llliit  tmey.dacidad  in  Ikvor^  tfas  pl»ii  Mdbraced  in  dm 
amendment  ^Awd-by  Got.  Tomf^cinsi  bnl  Bobeequttnl 
|i<toct»oii.  kad  ee^viMed  him  he  was  wrong y  and  ho  had  that 
Pff fniygt  eaUed ,  the  oowmittee  together  imd  infonned  theia 
gf  Jmj  <:h»ngfi  of  jOfAuon ^and  altered  the  repert  acGordiagly. 
.  .IDie  ammdmfnt  of  Got.  Tompkba  waa  d|ipoaed  by 
llnejii  iSdisanb  and  Van  Ycchteoi  at  aome  ^length,  and 
vith;gr^t  ability;  aad  supported  by  "flcn.'Root  in  a 
ipefrh  in  which  be  antmadTerted  with  muefa  severity  on 
Ibfr  political  conduct  of  the  judges.  He  also  gavei  in  de- 
taij||.tbe  proceedings  of  the  select  committeei  and  alladed 
lljtii.  great  severity  of  aarcaam  to  the  conduct  of  the  chair* 
BMn.  Mr.  YanBuren,  in  his  reply ,  made  one  cf  his  best 
and  hapi^cit.fftrts.  He  nidi ^ as  he  wai  a  member  of 
the  oommittae  arhose  report  was  under  eonsirieratiott,  and 
l^ttheppoceedings  of  which  such  frequent  reference  -had 
been  madci  some  explanation  of  his  views  became  a  duty. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  committee  could  receive  much 
advantage  from  a  detail  of  the  particular  proceedings  of 
the  select  committee,  and  he  would  not  therefore  follow 
bis  colleagues^  in  the  examination  of  those  proceedings. 
YThat  had  already  transpired,  superseded  the  necessity  of 
saying  that  there  had  been  much  warmth  and  altercation 
aypumg  th^n;  tliere  had,  in  truth,  been  that  unprofitable, 
as  well  as  unpleasant  excitement,  whidi  he  had  anticipated 
yesterday,  when  he  made  an  unsuccessful  applic*ation  to 
the  convention  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  it. 

^'  The  true  and  only  question  presented  by  the  amend* 
nient  offered  by  the  president,  was,  whether  this  commit- 
tee were  prepared  to  insert  an  article  in  the  constitution, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  vacating  the  offices  of  the  present 
chancellor  and  judges  of  th^  supreme  court;   to  separate 
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ihem  from  tbe  other  officera  id  the  state;  and  to  ipply  to 
them  a  i  ule,  which  had  oot  as  yet  been  applied  in  a  nngle 
ins'ance.  Gentlemen  might  attempt  to  disguise  the  mat- 
ter as  they  wcuh);  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  that  it  could  be 
unileretood  by  the  people  in  any  other  light." 

He  argued  that  no  public  considerations  called  for  the 
removal  of  the  judges,  and  having,  as  he  believed,  proved 
the  truth  of  the  proposition,  he  aaid,  "there  were,  there- 
fore, no  public  reasons  for  the  measure,  and  if  not,  then 
why  are  we  to  adopt  it  t  Certainly  not  from  personal 
feelings-  IF  personal  feelings  could  or  ought  to  influence 
us  against  the  individual*  who  would  probably  be  most 
affected  by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  supposed  that  he,  above  all  others,  would  be  excused 
for  indulging  them.  He  could  with  truth  say,  that  he  bad 
through  his  whole  life  been  assailed  from  that  quarter, 
with  hostility,  political,  profes»ona),  and  personal — hot- 
tility  which  had  been  the  most  keen,  active  and  unyielding. 
But,  sir,  said  he,  am  I  on  that  account,  to  avail  myself  of 
my  situation  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  sent'  here 
to  make  a  constitution  for  them  and  their  posterity,  and  to 
indulge  my  individual  resentment  in  the  prostration  of  my 
private  and  political  adversary  1  He  hoped  it  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  say,  that  he  should  forever  despise 
himself  if  he  could  be  capable  of  such  conduct.  He  also 
hoperl  that  that  sentiment  was  not  confined  to  himself  alone, 
and  that  ihe  convention  would  not  ruin  its  character  and 
creilil,  by  proceeding  to  such  extremities." 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  question  was  takea 
on  the  amen<lment  profiosed  by  Gov.  Tompkins,  and  lost: 
uxiy-four  to  forty-four. 

The  first  section  proposed  by  Mr.  Monroe  was  lost,  by 
the  strong  vote  of  eighty-six  to  twenty-five.  Several 
other  projects  were  presenteil  to  the  convention,  but  none 
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were  faTorably  received.  On  the  first  day  of  Novemberi 
howeTeriGen.  Carpenter,  a  lay  member  from  Tio^  coun- 
tyi8ubmitted  to  the  convention  the  following  propositions: 

^^  I.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice 
and  two  justices. 

^  11.  The  state  shall  be  divided,  by  law,  into  a  conve* 
nient  number  of  districts,  not  less  than  four,  nor  exceeding 
eight,  subject  to  alteration  by  the  legislature,  from  time  to 
time^  as  the  public  good  may  require;  for  each  of  which 
a  district  judge  shall  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner, 
and  hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenure  as  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court ;  who  shall  possess  the  powers  of  a 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  at  chambers,  and  at  the  trial 
of  issues  joined  in  the  supreme  court,  and  preside  in 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery;  and 
such  equity  powers  may  be  vested  in  the  said  tlistrict 
judges,  or  in  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  or  in  such  other 
subordinate  courts  as  the  legislature  may  by  law  direct, 
subject  to  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  chancellor." 

This  proposition,  if  adopted,  involved  the  destrurrion 
of  the  old  court,  because  it  proposed  the  creation  of  a  new 
one.  From  several  intimations  made  by  members  of  the 
convention,  it  appeared  that  a  considerable  portion  of  that 
body  had  become  jealous  of  the  lawyers  who  were  mem- 
bers of  it.  It  is  not  improbable  that  Col.  Young,  Cit'neral 
Root,  and  some  other  lawyers,  who,  it  will  be  perceived, 
were  active  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  had  concocted  this  scheme,  and  had  select- 
ed Gen.  Carpenter  as  their  agent  to  propose  it.  with  a 
view  of  eluding  the  jealousies  to  which  I  have  refeired. 
It  was,  in  substance,  the  same  plan  which  had  been  agreed 
on  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  on  the  evening;  of 
the  24th  October,  and  which  had  been  virtually  rejected 
by  the  convention. 
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The  next  day  Gen.  Carpenter's  propoaitifln  was  dil^ 
cii8Wit,Bnil  it  aoon  became  evident  thatKvenil  gentlemett^ 
who  had  before  nianir«stetl  a  desire  to  preserve  the  judge* 
of  (he  suprtnie  court,  w*trc  now  in  favor  of  Gen.  Carpen- 
ler's  plan.  Among  these  were  Doct.  Clarke  of  Delawtre^ 
aad  Mr,  N.  Williams  of  Oneida  counties. 

The  project  was  supported  by  the  gentleman]  )Mt  mev 
tioned;  by  Gen.  Root  and  Ccl.  Young,  with  their  usad 
abiliti  J  and  by  Peter  R.  Livingston,  who,  instead  of  reuon" 
ing,  stenied  to  content  himself  with  delivering  a  vioIetA 
philippic  against  the  judges.  He,  among  other  things, 
•llrgeil  that  his  great  object  was  to  bring  those  grnllemeii 
within  the  reach  of  (he  appointing  power.  Mr.  Briggt, 
also,  maile  a  very  cogent  argument  in  favor  of  Qen.  Cai^ 
pcnter'fi  reeoluiions. 

Mr.  Duel,  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  argoH 
on  (he  other  side  of  the  question.  The  speech  of  Mr; 
Bufl  was  very  Me.  During  the  course  of  the  debate^ 
Judge  Spencer  aildressetl  the  conveniinn.  He  statMl  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  appointing  circuit  judges,  who  should 
aid  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  trial  of  issues 
of  fact,  and  who  shouhl,  ez^^cto,  be  members  of  the 
court  of  errors.  He  said  that  his  official  duties  would 
call  him  the  next  day  from  Albany,  and  (hat  that  was  the 
IfiKt  time  he  stiould  address  the  convention.  He  said  that 
he  had  little  or  no  personal  interest  in  the  <|uestion;  that 
he  should  very  soon  be  constilulionnlly  ineligible  to  the 
office  of  judge;  and  he  made  an  affecting,  dignified,  and 
manly  appt'ul  lo  the  I'onvention,  in  relation  to  (he  fidelity 
and  inlegriiy  with  which,  for  eighteen  years,  lie  had  dia* 
charged  his  duties  as  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court.  The 
speech  iit  well  worthy  of  a  perusal,  and  will  be  found  ia 
C.  R.  p.  6M. 

Mr.  Whtalon  proposed  the  following  amendment  to 
the  first  seciinn  offered  by  Gen.  Carpenter: 
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^  But  this  limitation  of  th<^  number  of  the  said  justices, 
ihall  not  take  effect  until  their  number  shall  be  reduced  to 
Ibreei  by  death,  resignation,  the  constitutional  limitation 
of  their  term,  or  removals  from  office;  and  that  until  such 
leduction  is  made,  the  said  justices  shall  continue  to  hold 
the  sittings  and  circuits  in  such  counties  as  may  be  pre- 
icribed  by  law." 

The  vote  on  this  question  may  be  regarded  as  affording 
a  true  test  of  the  feelings  of  the  members,  either  for  or 
against  the  judges;  and  the  result  shows  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  convention  were  against  them,  at  any  rate, 
that  a  large  majority  were  for  subjecting  them  to  the  or- 
deal of  the  appointing  power.  Mr.  Duer,  though  opposed 
to  the  project  of  General  Carpenter,  made  a  brief  speech 
in  opposition  to  this  amendment.  It  was  rejected  by  a 
Tote  of  sixty-six  to  thirty-nine.  I  observe  that  Van  Bu- 
ren.  Dodge,  N.  SanfonI,  Sharpe  and  Yates,  all  prominent 
democrats,  voted  for  Mr.  Wheaton's  amendment,  and  of 
course,  for  retaining  the  judges. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  whole  proposition 
of  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  it  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Ates — Messrs.  Barlow,  Birclseye,  Briggs,  Brinkerhoff, 
Brooks,  Burroughs,  Carpenter,  Carver,  Case,  Child,  D. 
Clark,  R.  Clarke,  Cramer,  Dubois,  Eastwood,  Finton, 
Ferris,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Howe,  Humphrey,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ing, Hun),  Knowles,  Lansing,  A.  Livingston,  P.  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Moore,  Nelson,  Park,  Pike,  Pitcher,  Price,  Pum- 
pelly,  Radcliff,  Reeve,  Richards,  Roswell,  Root,  Rose- 
brugb,  Ross,  Russell,  R.  Sandfon),  Schenck,  Seely,  Shel- 
don, Siarkueaiher,  Steele,  Swift,  Taylor,  Townl^y, 
Townsend,  Tripp,  Tuttie,  Van  Fleet,  A.  Webster,  E. 
Webster,  Wheeler,  N.  Williams,  Wooster  and  Young— 
nxty-two. 

Noes — M«*ssrs.  Bacon,  Baker,  Beckwith,  Breese,  Buel, 
Clyde,  Collins,  DotJjjf,  Dut-r,  Dyckman,  Edwards,  Fairlit 
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Fiahf  Hallock,  Hunter,  Huntington,  Jay,  JoneS]  King, 
Lawrence,  Lefferts,  McCall,  Mtllikin,  Mooroe,  Paulding, 
Porter,  Rhinelander,  Refers,  Rose,  Sage,  SanderB}  N. 
Saoford,  Seaman,  Sharpe,  I.  Smith,  R.  Smith,  Stagg,  I. 
Sutherland,  Sylresler,  Tallmadge,  Ten  Eyck,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Home,  J.  R.  Van  Rennsselaer,  Van  Vechten,  Ver- 
bryclc,  Ward,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  E.  Williams,  Woods, 
Woodward,  and  Yates — fifty-three. 

This  vote  settled  this  great  question,  and  it  only  le- 
mained  to  fix  on  the  details,  which  were  mere  mattert  of 
form  and  soon  arranged. 

There  was  yet  another  great  and  important  aubject 
which  engrossed  much  of  the  attention,  and  excited  the 
action  of  the  convention.  This  was  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing to  office,  and  the  manner  of  exercising  it. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  part  of  the  constitution 
relating  to  that  subject  was  referred,  of  which  Mr.  Vaa 
Buren  was  chairman,  reported,  on  the  17th  day  of  Septem- 
ber: 

That  the  council  of  appointment  should  be  abolished; 
that  all  militia  officers,  with  the  exception  of  major  gene- 
rals and  the  adjutant  general,  should  be  elected  by  per~ 
sons  subject  to  perform  military  duty;  that  most  of  the 
state  officers,  such  as  the  comptroller,  the  secretary  t^ 
ilalej  the  surveyor  general,  &c.,  should  be  appointed  by 
the  two  bouses  of  the  legislature,  in  the  manner  senator* 
ot  the  United  States  were  appointed;  that  the  governor 
should  nominate,  and  by  the  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint 
all  judicial  officers,  (except  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
were  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,)  and  sherifTs  of  counties; 
that  clerks  of  courts  should  be  appointed  by  ihe  courts  of 
which  they  were  clerks;  and  ihal  no  judicial  officer  should 
he  removed,  except  by  the  majority  of  the  senate,  upoD 
the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  setting  forth  the 
nauie  of  the  removal. 
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From  a  schedule  annexed  to  the  report,  it  appeared 
there  were  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-sevett 
military,  and  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three 
civil  officers^  then  in  the  state,  who  received  their  offices 
by  the  appointment  of  the  council  of  appointment. 

The  convention,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  this  report. 

Before  discussing  the  plan  recommended  by  the  select 
committee,  the  convention,  without  debate,  resolved 
unanimously,  one  hundred  and  two  members  being  pre- 
sent, that  the  council  of  appointment  ought  to  be  abol- 
isbed. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  then  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  ths 
committee  had  founded  their  report.     He  said, 

^  The  first  question  which  presented  itself  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee,  was  the  propriety  of  abolish- 
ing the  council  of  appointment.  On  this  subject  there 
was  no  difficulty;  the  same  unanimity  prevailed  among 
the  members  of  the  select  committee  in  this  respect,  as  in 
the  vote  which  had  just  passed  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
for  the  abolition  of  this  power;  and  in  this,  they  had  only 
acted  in  accordance  with  public  opinion,  by  which  this 
feature  of  the  old  constitution  had  been  condemned.  He 
would  not,  he  said,  detain  the  committee  by  giving  any 
reasons  for  this  part  of  the  report;  after  the  unanimous 
vote  just  given,  this  would  be  a  wanton  waste  of  time. 

^^  The  next  and  more  important  enquiry,  was,  with  re- 
spect to  what  should  be  substituted  in  its  stead;  and  here, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  a  diversity  of  sentiment  prcvailed| 
and  many  difficulties  presented  themselves.  For  the  pur* 
pose,  however,  of  lessening,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  the 
objections  that  would  necessarily  exist  to  any  general 
appointing  power,  wherever  placed,  or  however  constitu- 
ted, they  had  felt  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  patronage 

attached  to  it;  and  they  had,  with  that  view,  separated 

£ 
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from  it  th«  great  msss  of  the  officen  of  the  state.  Msn  j 
of  them  they  had  sent  to  be  appointed,  or  elected,  in  the 
•everel  counttea  or  (owns,  niid  olheis  they  haJ  left  to  the 
diiposition  of  the  legislature,  to  provide  for  their  appeiot- 
ment  or  election,  as  experience  might  prove  to  be  moit 
tdvisable. 

"  Of  the  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
military  officers,  they  had  recommended  that  all,  except 
Mventy-cight,  consisting  of  major  generals,  brigadier  g»< 
nerals,  and  the  adjutant  general,  should  be  elected  by  the 
privates  and  officers  of  the  militia, 

"  Of  the  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  civil 
officers  now  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment, 
they  recommend  that  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  for- 
ty-three should  be  appointed  or  elected  as  the  legislature 
ihoiild  direct — these  were  auctioneers,  masters  in  chancery, 
'pablic  notaries,  inspectors  of  turnpike  roads,  commission- 
era  to  Bcknowleilge  deeds,  examiners  in  chancery,  inspect- 
OI8  for  commercial  purposes,  and  some  other  officers. 
They  also  recommend  thnt  the  clerks  of  courts,  and  dis- 
trict attorneys,  should  be  appointed  by  the  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas,  in  the  several  counties.  And  that  the  mayon 
Knd  clerks,  of  all  the  cities,  except  New-York,  should  be 
appointed  by  the  common  council  of  the  respective  cities. 

"  Thus  far,  no  great  diversity  of  sentiment  had  existed 
among  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  there  had  been 
a  general  concurrence  of  opinion  on  all  the  parts  of  the 
report  already  noticed. 

"  This,  together  with  the  justices  of  the  peace,  which  a 
majority  of  the  committee  had  recommended  to  be  elected, 
leA  only  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  officers  for  whose 
appointment,  or  election,  it  was  necessary  to  provide. 

"In  addition  tothecurtailment  of  the  appointing  power, 
to  be  retained  at  the  sent  of  government,  the  committee, 
mder  a  full  conviction  that  much  of  tfae  cemplaintagainit 
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.the  existing  council  of  appointment  had  arisen  from  tlie 
circumstance  of  the  concentration  of  power  in  one  body^ 
bad  thought  it  wise  even  here  to  distribute  them;  by  giv- 
ing  the  appointment  of  the  heads  of  the  different  depact- 
menss  of  this  state  to  the  legislature^  they  being  offices 
entrusted  with  the  public  property,  whose  duties  more  im 
mediately  connected  them  with  that  body. 

^  Still,  some  officers  were  left;  small  in  number,  it  was 
true,  but  of  considerable  interest  and  importance.  Thaf 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  wquld  be  improper 
for  some  of  these  officers  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  and 
a  majority  of  them  supposed  that  none  of  them  ought  \fi 
ibe  so  elected. 

^^  It  became  necessary^  therefore,  to  provide  for  th^ 
appointment;  and  to  establish  what  may  be  called  a  gene- 
ral appointing  power;  though  limited  in  the  exercise  qf 
its  functions  to  the  bcstowment  of  a  small  number  of  oQ 
ces. 

^^  Four  plans  presented  themselves  to  the  consideration 
of  the  committee. 

^^  Ist.  To  create  a  new  council  of  appointment,  to  be 
elected  by  the  people. 

^^2nd.  To  vest  the  power  of  appointment  in  the  execu- 
tive Rolely. 

^^  3nl.  To  give  it  to  the  legislature.     Or, 

^^  4th.  To  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate. 

^' These  respective  mo<les  had  been,  be  said,  discussed 
and  attentively  considered  by  them.  The  project  of  elect- 
ing a  council,  was  thought  liable  to  most  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  urged  against  the  old  council.  Theia 
would  be  a  want  of  responsibility,  as  now.  And  it  was 
apprehended  that  their  election  would  create  a  great  ex- 
citement. The  incumbents  in  office^  and  those  desirous 
of  obuining  offices,  together  with  their  respective  frieodi, 
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p  interest  in  the  election  of 
d,  of  course,  pervade  every 
1  a  council  were  to  be  chosen 
imong  the  members  of  either 
irated  entirely  from  the  busi- 
Qove  3  part  of  the  objeclioni 
i  jiresent  couDcil,  it  was  be- 
ling,  be  attended  with  serious 
larily  produce  some  objection 
et  at  a  difTerent  time  or  in  m. 
ition  of  irresponsibility  would 


18S1.1  OF  VKW-TOUL  68 

^And  this  brought  them  to  the  fourth  and  last  plan 
oentionedi  to  wit:  vestbg  the  power  in  the  gOTemorand 
•enate.  This,  he  belieredi  they  had  unanimously  consid- 
ered as  accompani^  with  the  fewest  objections;  he 
might  possibly  be  mistaken,  but  he  was  confident  they 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  this  project  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 

^*  The  committee,  he  said,  were  fully  aware  of  the  ob- 
jection to  this  mode,  arising  from  the  unfavorable  effect 
which  the  possession  of  the  power  of  appointment  was 
calculated  to  produce  upon  the  senate  as  a  branch  of  the 
legislature;  but  more  particularly  from  its  being  a  court 
of  the  last  resort.  But  they  also  knew  that  no  plan  could 
be  adopted  which  would  be  free  from  objections  of  some 
kind — they  knew  that  it  was  the  fate  of  all  human  institu- 
tions to  be  imperfect,  and  they  were  therefore  more  con- 
tent with  the  system  they  had  recommended,  than  they 
otherwise  would  have  been.  They  found  too,  that  they 
could  not  exempt  the  general  appointing  power  from  this 
objection,  unless  they  gave  it  wholly  to  the  governor,  or 
to  him  in  connection  with  a  council  to  be  elected  by  the 
people;  the  former  mode  they  had  no  reason  to  believe 
would  be  acceptable  to  any  portion  of  the  convention; 
and  the  latter,  they  supposed,  would  not,  in  all  probabiliy, 
be  relished  by  their  constituents  much  better  than  the  re- 
taining of  the  old  council. 

^^  They  had  not,  he  said,  been  able  to  derive  any  mate- 
rial benefit  from  an  examination  of  the  practice  of  other 
states.  They  had  examined  all  their  constitutions,  and 
found  that  they  varied  greatly  from  each  other.  In  Penn- 
sylvania  and  Delaware,  the  power  of  appointment  to  of- 
fice is  vested  in  the  governor  singly.  In  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Maryland,  North-Carolina  and  Virginia,  the  go 
vemor,  and  a  council  similar  to  ours.  In  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  Vermont,    New-Jersey,  South-Carolina 
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Qeoigia,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  AUlnIm,  in 
tlie  legislature.  New-Hampshire  was  the  only  state  ur 
whicit  they  had  a  council  chosen  by  the  people.  In  Keif 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Initiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  the  power 
»  vested  in  the  governor  and  senate,  as  is  proposed  by  tbs 
report. 

"  The  fact  that  the  constitutions  which  had  been  recently 
formed,  and  might  therefore  be  in  some  degree  regarded 
as  the  most  recent  expression  of  the  sense  of  a  portion  ol 
the  American  people,  were  in  anison  with  the  plan  they 
had  reported,  and  calculated  in  a  measure  lo  recommend 
it.  And  so,  likewise,  was  it,  that  a  similar  provision  was 
contained  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  But 
here,  candor  required  the  acknowledgment  that  (here  wa» 
an  important  difference  between  our  state  senate  and  that 
of  the  Union — as  the  first  was  also  a  court  of  denier  re- 
sort; and  the  latter  possessed  no  judicial  power  whatever. 

"Those  considerations,  together  with  the  iropraclicB' 
bility  of  devising  any  system,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
would  be  better,  had  induced  them  to  recommend  the  con- 
stituting of  the  governor  and  senate  the  general  appointing 
power.  And  they  had  given  the  exclusive  right  of  nomi- 
nation to  the  govtrnor;  this  they  thought  very  necessary, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  that  would  fix  a  responsibility 
for  the  appointments  to  be  made;  and  because  they  were 
all  convinced  that  the  alteration  which  had  been  ma<le  lo 
the  constitution  in  1801  had  proved  injurious,  and  such, 
they  firmly  believed,  was  now  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  this  state. 

"  He  was  not  very  sanguine  that  they  had  adopted  the 
best  and  wisest  system  that  could  be  devised.  It  was  very 
possible  they  might  be  mistaken  in  their  views. 

**They  had  given  to  the  convention  the  result  of  their 
deliberations,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  should  think  proper. 
(t  would  be  arrogance  in  them  to  presume  that  their  judg- 
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OB  this:  subject  was  infkllible,  or  that  their  report 
frstirom  great  imperfection.  He  would  say  for.  hiin- 
selfy  and  from  the  good  sense  and  good  feeling  which  had 
characterised  the  conduct  of  the  committee,  he  knew  h% 
eoiiU  say  for  them  a)so,  that  if  any  plan  should  be  pro* 
posed  by  others,  which  would  better  subserve  the  pubKe 
intertst,  xt  would  receive  their  cheerful  and  sincere  sup 
port 

^  Having,  then,  come  to  the  determination  to  place  th^ 
general  appointing  power  in  the  governor,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  the  next  question  to 
be  settled  was,  what  appointments  should  be  conferred 
jpon  iL 

'^  The  committee, he  said,  had  all  agreed,  that  the  high- 
est military  officers  should  receive  their  appointments  fron 
this  source,  though  some  were  of  the  opinion  that  these 
might  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  executive  alope,  a« 
OQBunander-in-chief.  They  had  all  united  in  the  opinion 
tliat  all  judicial  officers,  except  surrogates  and  justices  of 
tiie  peace,  ought  also  to  be  appointed  in  this  way;  two 
members  of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  having  the 
surrogates  elected  by  the  people. 

^^  With  respect  to  that  section  of  the  report  which  pro- 
vides for  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  by  the  peo- 
ple, a  great  contrariety  of  sentiment  had  existed  among 
them.  Neither  that  section,  nor  the  next,  which  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  certain  officers  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  had  received  his  assent. 

^^  He  had,  at  every  stage  of  the  discussions  before  the 
Gommittee,  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  election  of  jus- 
tices; and  it  had  been  to  him  a  source  of  sincere  regret, 
that  in  that  respect  he  had  been  overruled  by  the  commit- 
tee. Only  four  of  the  committee  had  agreed  to  the  sec- 
tion making  justices  elective,  and  one  of  that  number  had 
consented  to  it,  rather  for  the  sake  of  agreeing  upon  some- 
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tiling  to  report,  thin  from  a  conviction  of  the  propriety 
of  the  mode  recommended.  He  would,  he  ntid,  here  ob- 
wrre,  that  the  two  sectiona  just  mentioned  were  the  onljr 
putt  of  the  report,  of  any  moment,  from  which  he  had 
jdistented.  A  minority  of  the  committee,  however,  thought 
they  bad  not  gone  far  enough  in  curtailing  the  patronage 
of  the  general  appointing  power,  and  were  for  including 
iberi^  and  surrogates;  in  this  he  had  differed  from  them. 
Hia  reasons,  therefore,  it  would  be  more  proper  for  him 
to  give  when  these  respective  subjects  should  come  under 
discussion  in  that  committee.  He  would  now  content 
himself  with  stating,  that  the  majority  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, had  not,  on  the  question  respecting  sheriffs  and 
•arrogates,  nor  on  that  relating  to  justices  of  the  peace, 
•ny  strong  penonal  predilections.  They  feel  tbemselvet 
entirely  open  to  conviction  on  these,  and  on  all  other 
points,  which  might  be  raised  respecting  their  report;  and 
if,ona  fair  and  deliberate  examination,  it  should  bethought 
that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  sheriffs  and  surrogatea 
elected  by  the  people,  they  would  cheerfully  acquiesce  in 
that  decision. 

"Having  now,  in  a  very  htief  manner,  detailed  the 
conduct  and  views  of  the  select  committee,  with  respect 
to  the  appointment  and  election  of  officers,  he  woulH  next 
anbmit  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  tenure  and 
duration  of  the  several  offices.  The  select  committee,  h« 
Hid,  had  supposed  that  it  would  be  well  to  give  ths 
militia  themselves  the  power  of  electing  their  officers — 
this  course  was  pursued  in  several  of  the  states,  anti,  it 
was  understood,  had  proved  beneficial.  But  the  nature 
lif  the  power  to  be  exercisfd  by  these  officers,  and  the  ne- 
cesuty  of  enforcing  discipline  and  preserving  a  due  subor- 
dination in  the  privates,  would  require  that  they  should, 
when  once  elected,  be  placed  beyond  their  further  con- 
trol.    They  thought,  moreover,  that  there  was  something 
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peculiarly  improper  in  subjecting  the  commissions  of  mi- 
litia officerS|  in  any  degree,  to  the  fluctuations  of  party; 
and  they  had,  therefore,  recommended,  that  they  should 
not  be  removed,  except  by  a  court  martial,  or  by  the  sen- 
ate, on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  and  even 
then,  that  the  governor  should  state  the  reasons  for  re^ 
questing  the  removals. 

^^  The  committee  were  also  of  the  opinion,  that  it  was 
injurious  to  a  due  and  regular  administration  of  justice 
that  judicial  officers,  who  did  not  hold  during  good  bobay- 
iour,  should  be  at  all  times  subject  to  removal  at  pleasure 
and  without  cause;  and  as  had  hitherto  been  the  practice, 
to  be  changed  with  every  fluctuation  of  party;  this  insta- 
bility in  the  administration  of  justice  was  calculated  to  da 
permanent  and  serious  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
atate.  They  believe  they  have  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
this  evil,  by  rendering  it  necessary  that  no  removala 
abould  take  place  but  for  causes  publicly  assigned;  and 
this,  they  believe,  would  be  an  effectual  check  to  prevent 
their  being  made  on  mere  party  grounds.  It  would  not, 
in  their  opinion,  answer  to  go  farther  than  this;  for,  if 
they  required  a  regular  trial  on  all  complaints,  the  whole 
time  of  the  senate  would  be  consumed  with  these  investi- 
gations. 

^  With  respect  to  the  oflicers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
legislature,  and  the  clerks  of  courts,  they  had  thought 
that  they  might  with  safety  be  left  to  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  those  from  whom  they  received  their  appoint- 
ments." 

Gen.  Tallmadge  opposed  that  part  of  the  report  which 
conferred  on  the  senate  any  power  in  relation  to  appoint- 
ments. He  thought  the  members  of  the  legislature  ought 
not  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  patronage  of  the  go- 
Temmcnt. 
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unly  opposed  the  election  of 
the  people  of  the  respectJv* 
in  his  opposiiion  by  General 

nine  persons  should  be  elected 
ir  offices  for  three  years:  bat 
of  the  nine  shouhl  be  elected 
ested  with  power  lo  appoint 
[  the  first  judge,  sheriffs,  coro- 

of  a  slate  council  of  appoiat- 
rernor  and  six  persons,  ti 
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iutumt^.  Avd  what  had  been  the  grand  cause  of  this 
reduction  of  influence  and  limitation  of  power  1  It  was 
tW  corruption  that  had  infused  itself  into  ail  the  yeins  and 
afftait9  of  the  goremment.  More  iniquity  had  been 
pnustised  in  our  legislatiye  hall  than  in,  perhaps,  all  the 
otker  states  in  the  union.  How,  then,  should  this  sore 
iipo»  the  body  politic  be  healed  1  The  unanimous  yote 
of  this  committee  had  shown  that  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment was  an  evil.  An  unanimous  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion has  been  passed  upon  it.  He  had  not  expected  so 
soon  to  find  a  proposition  for  its  revival.  In  this  expeo- 
tation  he  was  disappointed  by  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Erie." 

Mr-  Russell's  plan  of  a  state  council  to  be  elected  by 
the  people,  was  finally  rejected,  only  nine  members  voting 
in  favor  of  it.     Even  Col.  Young  abandoned  him. 

On  the  3rd  of  Octorber  Mr.  Van  Buren  brought  for- 
ward the  following  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 
•nstices  of  the  peace  : 

^  That  the  board  of  supervisors  in  every  county  in  this 

Ifiate,  shall,  once  in  every years,  at  such  time  as  the 

legislature  may  direct,  recommend  to  the  governor  a  list 
of  persons  equal  in  number  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  by 
law  authorized  to  be  appointed  for  said  county;  and  the 
respective  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  several  counties 
shall  also  recommend  a  list  of  the  like  number,  and  as 
often  as  any  vacancies  shall  happen,  the  boards  of  super- 
visors and  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  counties  in 
which  such  vacancies  may  happen,  shall  recommend  lists 
of  persons  equal  to  the  number  of  vacancies  in  such  coun- 
ty; and  from  the  lists  so  recommended,  the  governor  shall 
appoint  and  commission  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
respective  countieu — that  the  said  justices  shall  hold  their 
offices  for years,  but  may  be  removed  by  the  gover- 
nor on  the  address  of  the  body  which  recommended  their 
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appoinlmeot,  stating  in  writing  the  grounds  of  mch  nm^. 

tbI" 

The  manner  in  which  justices  of  the  peace  were  to  bt 
appoinled,  was  justly  regarded  as  a  question  of  very  gmt 
importance,  and  was  elaborately  discussed  in  the  canTOH 
tion.  Polilical  men,  belonging  to  the  democratic  partjy. 
were  desirous  to  give  the  control  of  these  appointmenlstO 
the  majority  in  the  state,  and  eventually  to  the  rentrd-. 
appointing  power  at  (he  seat  of  government.  Hence,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  Gen.  Soot,  Col.  Young  and  Gov.  Tompktiii| 
advocated  any  scheme  which  tcndetl  to  such  a  result  |, 
white  the  Clintonian  part  of  the  convention,  aurh  as  Cb> 
Justice  Spencer,  Van  Ness,  J.  R.  Van  Kensselaer,  &c.( 
strenuously  opposed  the  system — perhaps  partly  for  tk« 
reason  that  if  Mr.  Van  Buren's  plan  shoutrl  be  adopted,  (k« 
disposition  of  those  appointments,  would,  in  all  probabiln 
ty,  devolve  upon  their  political  opponents.  It  is,  how- 
ever, duK  to  Mr.  Bufus  King  to  say,  that  he  advof-atefl| 
and  ably  advocated,  the  election  of  justices  by  the  peoplef 
and  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  he  formed  his 
judgment,  as  it  is  hoped  many  others  did,  by  considering' 
the  question  on  its  mtrits,  without  reference  (o  its  conse-- 
quences  to  this  or  that  party. 

I  hazard  little  in  saying,  that  for  the  purpose  of  cttrrj' 
ing  the  influence  of  the  appointing  power  into  every  paif 
of  the  state,  and  of  making  that  influence  felt  at  the  polls 
of  the  election,  and  as  a  means  of  keeping  up  party  disci- 
pline, the  selection  of  justices  of  ibe  peace  by  a  i*enirel 
power  representing  the  majority  of  a  political  party,  was 
more  efficient  than  the  power  to  cnnlrol  all  the  other  afK 
pointments  in  the  state.  The  Irulh  of  this  propnsitron  (h* 
politicians  in  the  convention  must  have  seen  and  felt. . 
Hence  it  is,  that  I  cannot  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
Gov.  Tompkins,  and  partiru'aily  Gen.  Root  and  Colonel 
Young,  who  were  democrats  ol  "  the  most  straitest  sect," 
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woulii  have  so  strenuously  opposed  permitting  the  people 
to  elect  their  own  magistrates,  unless  they  were  in  some 
degree  influenced  by  a  desire  to  derive  a  political  advan- 
tage from  the  measure  they  advocated. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  though  presented 
ID  two  different  forms,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine 
to  fifty-six;  but  it  wasultimately  substantially  adopted  and 
made  a  part  of  the  amended  constitution.  This  mode  of 
the  appointment  of  justices  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to 
the  7th  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  amended  consti- 
tution, as  it  paired  the  convention,  1821.  Happily  the 
awkward  and  bungling  machinery  introduced  by  that  sec- 
tion soon  effectually  disgusted  the  people,  so  that  a  few 
years  afterwards  it  was  expunged  from  the  constitution, 
and  the  right  of  appointintr  their  own  magistrates  ^^as  given 
to  the  people  of  the  respective  towns.  This  great  reform 
was  effected  upon  the  recommendation  of  Gov.  Clinton. 

Gen.  Root  moved  that  sheriffs  and  county  clerks  be 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  respective  counties.  The 
appointment  of  these  officers  was  another  great  means 
used  by  the  central  power  to  strengthen  its  influence, par- 
ticularly the  offit-e  ol  sheriff*,  who,  by  means  of  his  depu- 
ties, can  carry  his  influence  into  every  neighborhood  of 
Lis  county.  The  motion  was  vigorously  opposed,  but  it 
was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  nearly  two  to  one,  (seventy- 
one  to  thirty-six.)  Gen.  Root  is  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  advocated  this 
great  and  salutary  reform.  He  was  supported  in  this 
measure  by  the  vole  and  influence  of  Col.  Youn^^.  I  regret 
to  perceive  that  Mr.  N.  Williams,  who  was  as  pure  and 
virtuous  a  man  as  ever  lived,  made  a  most  zealous  opposi- 
tion to  the  election  of  sheriffs  by  the  people.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the 
negative: — Messrs.  Beckwith,  Blniseyr,  Breese,  Brinker- 
hofi*,  Buel, Child,  Eastwood,  Fairlie,  Ilallock,  Hogeboom, 
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Howe,  Jay,  Jones,  Kent,  Kin^,  Lansing,  P.  R.  L»iq^ 
■ton,  Mnnroe,  Nelson,  Paulding,  Piatt,  Porter,  Rmoi 
Rockwell,  Ross,  Russell,  Seaman,  Ten  Ey{:k,Van  Bim«i^ 
J.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Vechten,  A.  Webster,  We|^ 
dover,  Wheaton,  N.  Williams,  Woods  and  Yates— IhirtT- 
■tx. 

The  appointment  of  the  state  officers,  including  the  n^ 
tomcy  general,  by  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature;  q/ 
the  adjutant  general  by  the  governor,  and  of  all  the  otiwr 
officers,  except  some  of  the  officers  in  cities,  by  the  goTCT- 
nor  and  senate,  was  agreed  to  without  seriout  oppositiflp 
from  any  quarter. 

Tlie  adoption  of  those  amendments  by  the  people,  brolM 
into  fmgroenls  and  virtually  annihilated  a  power  which 
for  nearly  half  a  century  had  distributed  in  every  quartar 
of  the  state  the  spoils  of  victory  of  the  one  party  over  ibft 
other;  which, by  its  sovereign  will  and  pleasure^had  prqp* 
trated,  as  well  the  high  and  exalted  state  officer  in  the 
capital,  as  the  bumble  justice  of  the  peace  secluded  in  kim 
hut  in  the  western  or  northern  wilds—e  power  which^ty 
elevating  some  and  depressing  others,  had  nourished  fw>< 
tion,  and  frequently  produced  a  stale  of  feeling  in  tha 
public  mind  which  threatened  a  dissolution  of  Ibe  boadi 
which  unite  together  a  civilized  and  christian  community. 

It  was  the  general  sentiment  of  condemnation  of  this 
feature  in  the  old  coiislitution  which  caused  the  ronrca- 
tion;  and  the  abolition  of  this  odious  provision  enlilln 
thai  aiiRembly  to  the  gratitude  of  present  and  succeeding 
generations. 

In  the  first  part  of  those  sketches  I  have  remarked  that 
the  primipal  i-ause  why  parly  spirit  had  raged  more  in 
this  than  inany  nihrrNtntf  in  the  union,  was,  the  peculivr 
organiKntinn  of  the  appointing  power  under  the  constilB- 
lion  of  17'77.  A  review  of  our  poliliral  history  will,!  be- 
lierc,  aatisfy  all  intelligent  and  reflecting  m«a  that  lk» 
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propoeition  is  strictly  true.  The  cause  being  remaved| 
the  effect  must  cease.  True  it  is,  that  this  result  was  not 
immediately  obvious.  Factions  did  prevail  after  the  adop^ 
tioB  of  the  amended  constitution.  But  men  had  been  so 
long  habituated  to  act  politically  from  the  hope  of  reward 
and  fear  of  punishment,  that  after  the  meansof  rewarding 
and  punishing  were  taken  from  the  hands  of  the  party  in 
power  for  the  time  being,  many  aspirants  to  office  still 
eontinued  to  act  as  if  no  change  had  been  made  in  the 
principles  of  the  government,  and,  of  course,  cabals  were 
formed,  and  factions  occasionally  existed.  But  these 
commotions  grew  out  of  an  impulse  produced  on  the  pub- 
lic mind  by  a  habit  generated  uniler  the  oltl  government. 
The  ocean,  after  a  storm,  will  continue  to  be  agitated  and 
its  waves  run  high  long  after  the  tempest  has  subsided; 
but  in  time  it  will  become  quiet  and  placid. 

So  long  as  man,  from  the  imperfection  of  his  nature^ 
remains  liable  to  err  in  judgment,  so  long  men  will  con- 
tinue to  differ  respecting  the  merits  of  public  men  and 
measures.  If  they  are  honest  and  free  they  will  declare 
their  opinions,  and  be  governed  by  them  at  the  elections. 
It  is  this  difference  of  opinion  upon  which  parties  are  le- 
gitimately founded,  in  a  free  state.  No  other  parties 
ought  to  exist  in  a  patriotic  conununitv,  and  it  seems  to 
roe,  no  oiher  parties,  under  our  present  constitution,  with 
the  amendments  which  have  been  made  to  it,  can,  to  any 
Consi<lerable  extent,  hereafter  exist. 

Politicians  who  imngine  that  a  political  party  can  now 
be  sustained  by  the  charm  of  names  and  party  discipline, 
will  find  themselves  deceived.  How  can  you  keep  up 
disi-ipline  in  a  party  when  you  have  lost  the  power  to  re- 
waril  and  punish  ?  What  cares  the  sherilfof  the  county 
of  Otsego  for  the  political  opinions  of  the  president  or  the 
governor  ?     It  is  to  the  electors  of  the  county  to  wiiom  he 
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muat  render  an  accouot— it  is  to  them  he  is  indebted,  tot 
poflt  favon,  and  to  them  he  looks  for  future  advancement. 

If  Mr.  Van  Buren's  original  plan  bad  been  adhered  to 
—if  the  appointment  of  sheriffs  and  county  clerks,  and 
especially  of  justices  of  the  peace,  had  been  controlled  by 
a  central  power — the  mode  of  appointment  woulil  ban 
been  improved,  but  the  work  would  hare  more  Iban  half 
been  left  undone — the  great  evil  would  still  hhve  existed, 
True,  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  said,  the  appointment  of  mor* 
than  eight  thousand  militia  otEcers  would  have  been  taken 
from  the  stale  authorities  and  given  to  the  people; — but 
these  are  offices  which  are  not  generally  sought  for;  tbnj 
are  rather  a  burden  than  a  benefit  to  the  incumbents.  Itia 
the  civil  offices,  which  afford  both  honor  and  profit,  which 
among  us  are  sought  with  eagerness,  and  in  order  to  otn 
tain  these,  according  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  plan,  the  candi- 
date would  have  been  compelled  to  prostrate  himself  be* 
fore  the  appointing  power  stationed  at  the  capital.  It 
would,  to  use  a  very  significant  expression  of  Gen.  Boot) 
in  the  convention,  have  been  "  gi\  ing  the  people  (he  chaff" 
while  the  wheat  was  left  to  pamper  and  fallen  the  trentml 
power.  I  do  not  believe  our  system  of  appointmentaaod 
removals,  at  present,  to  be  susceptible  of  improvement. 
It  is  as  near  perfection  as  it  can  be.* 

*  rnriina  to  Ihc  Rnil  iidjodrnmem  ef  Ihf  conirnlion,  Ihr  (bllowlnc  hlriilT  a^ 
proprialc  and  elcfint  iiddmi  wii  dnwD  *nd  Kported  br  Oci.  Root,  aod  «H 
■dapMd  br  U»  coDrCDilon  : 

"  m  CO.WEMTION," 

•'  AuuT,  Voinacr  Id,  im. 

"Tlie  dFletalNnf  the  proplc.  In  eonnntlon,  hiTlnit  ih<>  da;  iFrminniPd  Uw1> 
dtKbcnilloni,  pmeni  10701  ili*  coBMliulloaor  Ibc  Mntr,  in  no  iniFRdod  rom, 
■■  lb>  Rtttll  of  ibc  ■rdiioiM  and  r*r|KHisihlT  dul'm  nhlcli  yonr  cunHdric*  bat 
inpoicd  opon  tlirm.  Thar  ■>**■  adopted  ihii  counc  rram  a  trax  at  'bt  *raal 
4lflenliT,lrul  Impnctieabiliiii,  ornbinliLiBf  lo  tlir  |RO|ila  Tui  their  mlHcdmBt 
in  tciMnit  atlielMi  ihe  miriouii  nnnndmenit  which  hs»p  Irvn  fiSttjnfA  hj  nHj». 
rillnurtbecMiTinlioD.  Tb>f  dlUlciiliT  ■>  "trTiniich  inrn-'ionl  lif  the  reReetiaB, 
IhrnibcidoiMlDDof  ■amcnitlelci,  and  the  iFJrcilon  at  oihrm,  nii^ht  (irvntlr  !■• 
pair  lh«  iTinmrln  of  Ihe  whole.    The  cnanf  nirnte  of  hintiw  ihr  ■mrndrnem*  l» 


1831.]  OF    NEW-YORK.  SI 

After  Uie  amended' constitution  was  engrossed,  the  qti«»» 
^on  was  put',  ^^  shall  this  constitution  pass  1''  • 

Before  lbis.great  question  was  decided,  M>.  BacoD^  of 
Uticai  who  had  opposed  many  of  the  amendments  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  majority,  delivered  a  brief  ad- 
4re8S|. which  evinces  so  much  liberality,  purity  of  inten- 
tion, and  patriotism,  that  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  copying  it. 

When  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called,  Mr.  Baconis 
same  being  first  on  the  catalogue,  he  rose  and  said : 

'^  That  he  was  sensible  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  for.exhiibitin^  pur  respective  views  of  the  great  quet* 
tion  now  put  to  us,  in  any  thing  which  bore  the  character 
of  a  formal  speech,  and  he  was  not  indiscreet  enough  to 
oSer  himself  to  the  convention  with  that  view.  In  the 
situation  in  which  he  stood,  he  asked  only  to  be  indulged 
with  staling  withi^reat  brevity  one  or  two  prevaling  con- 
siderations which  had  influenced  the  decision  to  which  he 
jiad  come. 

^^  That,  with  most  of  those  now  around  him,  he  could 
undoubtedly  say,  that  this  was  by  far  the  most  solemn  and 
important  vole,  hs  to  its  character,  which  he  had  ever  beeiv 
called  upon  to  record  on  the  journals  of  his  country,  so, 

will  readily  be  perceived.    We,  therefore,  submit  to  the  peoplei  the  choice  bo* 
iwecn  the  old  and  the  Hmrnded  con&litution. 

'*TfaRt  diflerence  of  opinion  should  exist  among  individuals,  on  the  rarioia 
topics  which  haive  passed  in  review  before  US|  will  not  excite  surprise.  Virions 
local  interests,  and  diversity  ot  political  sentiment,  among  a  free  people,  will,  of 
■eeessily,  lead  to  different  opinions.  Protmbly,  the  amended  conttitutioii)  now 
submitted,  is  not,  In  all  its  provisions,  in  exact  accordance  with  the  ^irfsof  any 
Individual  member  of  the  convention;  but  in  the  spirit  of  mutual  coiicetsion  and. 
•omproroise,  we  have  come  to  a  lesult,  which  we  hope  the  people,  actuated  by 
the  same  spirity  will  approve  and  ratify.  We,  iherefoie,  submit  it  to. your  invea- 
iigattoiii  reflection,  and  decision,  with  the  most  respectful  deference ;  and  do  moet 
ieromly  implore  the  Supreme  Kuler  of  the  universe  that  He  will  perfietuate  th« 
Mcssings  of  ratiou  il  liberty}  and  endue  us  plenteously  with  that  wisdom  from 
ibovCi  which  b  profitable,  and  discreet  in  »ll  things. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS,  Pre«ideB|. 
Jom«  P.  Bacmh,^ {swielariea." 

F 
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for  bimseir,  be  wouM  not  conceal  that  it  i*u  one  which 
had  subjected  him  to  much  more  serioiM  embarrawmeDt, 
M  to  the  reiult  to  which,  from  the  highest  consideratiou 
of  public  duty,  he  ought  finally  to  come. 

"  That  the  constitution  which  we  were  now  about  to 
■nbmlt  to  the  people  of  the  atate,  was  not  by  any  meau 
■nch  an  one  as,  in  reference  merely  to  its  own  merits,  met 
with  his  approbation,  or  as  the  people  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect of  this  conTention,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  as  hit 
deliberate  opinion.  He  would  not  now  eren  glance  at 
those  detailed  considerations  mi  which  this  opinion  wai 
founded.  But  situated  as  we  were,  there  was  now  left 
both  to  us  and  the  people,  but  a  choice  of  altematiTest 
and  that  was  between  the  existing  system  of  government, 
confessedly  and  experimentally  bad  and  defective  as  it  wai, 
both  in  relation  to  many  of  its  organizations,  and  its  prac- 
tical operation  upon  the  peace,  the  welfare,  and  the  belt 
interests  of  the  state. 

"In  some,  and  those  pretty  important  respects,  he  did 
most  firmly  believe  that  the  system  proposed  was  by  no 
■leans  an  improvement,  but  on  the  other  hand,  clcsvlj 
worse  than  that  which  now  existed.  The  occasion  wonld 
net  permit  him  even  to  allude  to  the  particular  parts  wluck 
IB  his  judgment  justified  him  in  this  conclusion.  In  other 
^portant  respects,  he  was  as  free  to  acknowledge  that 
the  plan  now  before  us  contained  material  improvement 
upon  the  old  one,  as  to  the  organization  and  distribution 
of  the  great  powers  of  government;  and  in  most  of  its 
subordinate  details,  that  it  was  decidedly  superior. 

**  If  he  confined  his  views,  therefore,  only  to  the  promi- 
nent and  permanent  provisions  of  both,  he  should,  per> 
haps,  be  inclined  to  conclude  that  the  good  and  bad  Uar 
tures  of  each  were  not  very  unequally  balanced;  and  were 
it  not  for  one  provision,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  new 
system,  but  was  altogether  wanting  in  the  old  oae,  (and 
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iHiich  he  coald  have  wished  had  been  separately  proposed 
to  the  people,)  he  might,  perhaps,  have  thought  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  it  altogether;  and  that  was  the  pro- 
vision for  Aitare  amendments,  which  afforded  to  the  people 
a  means  of  correcting  what  we  had  done  amiss,  and  of 
caring  its  present  and  future  defects  with  reasonable  fa- 
dlity,  without  resorting  to  the  difficult  and  dangerous 
eKperiment  of  a  formal  convention,  which  no  man,  he  be- 
lieved,  would  wish  again  to  see  take  place,  so  long  as  the 
acknowledged  evils  of  our  present  system  were  at  all  tole- 
rable. And  with  this  means  of  setting  right  whatever  had 
been  hastily  or  unadvisedly  sanctioned  here,  in  the  hands 
of  the  people,  he  consented,  not  without  much  doubt  and 
hesitation,  to  submit  our  whole  work  to  their  judgment 
and  consideration,  leaving  even  his  own  judgment  open  to 
conviction  and  reconsideration  on  that  last  appeal,  should 
better  and  more  mature  counsels  convince  him  he  ought 
so  to  do;  to  that  decision  he  should  endeavor  cheerfully 
to  submit,  cherishing,  he  believed,  as  few  personal  hopes 
or  expectations,  from  any  state  of  things  which  might 
grow  out  of  it,  as  any  man  within  the  reach  of  his  voice. 
Such  was  the  best  result  of  a  course  of  reflection  as  seri- 
ous and  unprejudiced  as  he  had  ever,  on  any  occasion 
whatever,  been  called  upon  to  make  with  himself,  and 
which  terminated  in  the  affirmative  vote  which  he  was 
now  prepared  to  give." 

When  Mr.  Bacon  had  done  speaking  the  clerk  proceeded 
with  the  call  of  the  roll  of  members,  and  but  eight  of  the 
whole  number  voted  in  the  negative.  These  were  Messrs. 
Jay,  Jones,  Rhmelander,  Sanders,  Sylvester,  Van  HomOi 
Van  Ness  and  Van  Vechten. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.  Sanford,  the  thanks  of  the  conven- 
tion to  the  president  were  unanimously  voted.  To  which| 
Mr.  Tompkins  replied  in  the  following  words  :— 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

noH  m/mtBER  la,  im,  to  junkwr  i,  im^ 

lbs  coBTeation  adjourned,  without  dij,  on  the  lOtt 
4ay  of  November. 

At  the  meetiug  of  the  new  congren,  in  December^  ft 
■werj  vans  contest  vote  in  the  house  of  represent«tiT« 
in  reject  to  the  chtuce  of  i  qieaker.  Mr.  Taylor  ww 
agsin  B  candidate,  and  was  supported  now,  as  heretofore, 
by  many  of  the  members  from  the  eastern,  middle,  and 
some  of  the  western  states.  Those  members  from  New- 
York,  who  were  elected  by  the  party  opposed  to  Qov. 
Clinton,  (and  they  constituted  a  majority  of  our  delega- 
tion,) warmly  opposed  the  elevation  of  Mr.  l^ylor  to  the 
speaker's  chair.  The  southern  members  had  some  di£B- 
culty  in  fixing  upon  a  candidate}  but  they  eventually 
united  on  P.  F.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  since  an  asaociat* 
judge  of  the  saprene  court  of  the  United  States,  and  he 
was  elected.  There  werefive  ballotings.  P.  P.  Barbour^ 
Samuel  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Cesar  A.  Rodney  of  Dela- 
ware, were  the  southern  candidates.  On  the  fifth  ballot, 
Mr.  Barbour  received  eighty-eight  votes,  Mr.  Taylor  six- 
ty-seven, and  there  were  seventeen  scattering  votes. 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  gave  Mr.  Barbour  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes.  Hia  election  was  produced  by  the  unanimona 
support  of  the  bucktail  members  from  this  slate,  whoso 
only  objection  to  Mr.  Taylor  was,  that  he  was  understood 
to  have  been  favorable  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton^  in 
1880.  Federalists,  Clintonians,  and  democrats,  alt  jtr^ 
fiutd  to  be  the  supportera  of  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  of  these  three  parties,  it  is  probable  the  fed^ 
ralista  were  the  most  sincere  friends  of  thatadminiatiatioa. 
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80  frr  as  related  to  national  meaaores,  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  was  a  shade  of  difference  between  the  Clintonian 
and  the  anti-Clintonian  democrats  of  this  state.  Why, 
Aen^  should  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
belongbg  to  the  latter  class,  have  voted  against  selecting 
a  q>eaker  from  their  own  state  J  Their  conduct  can  only 
be  charged  to  the  rigid  system  of  party  discipline  which 
prevailed  here.  Mr.  Oales  of  the  Intelligencer,  being 
astonished  and  confounded  at  the  course  taken  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  New- York  delegation,  gravely  remarked,  that 
*^  there  must  be  something  peculiar  in  the  political  dis^ 
tbctions  in  New- York."  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  then  in  the 
United  States  senate,  and  it  is  alleged,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  truly  alleged,  that  be  exerted  all  his  influence  with 
the  members  from  this  state,  to  induce  them  to  rote 
against  Mr.  Taylor.  But  Mr.  Van  Buren,  when  a  candi- 
date for  re-election  to  the  presidency,  in  1840,  experi- 
enced  in  the  conduct  of  his  opponents,  in  his  own  state, 
fbe  same  want  of  regard  for  the  character  and  political 
faifluence  of  the  state,  as  he  and  his  friends  manifested  in 
the  election  of  speaker,  in  1821.  ^^  The  same  measure  ye 
mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again." 

The  legislature  convened  at  Albany,  on  the  second  day 
of  January.  On  the  evening  previous  to  their  meeting, 
the  democratic  members  of  the  assembly,  held  a  caucus 
for  the  nomination  of  a  speaker.  They  were  divided  be- 
tween Mr.  Samuel  B.  Romaine  of  New-York,  and  Mr 
James  Burt  of  Orange  county.  The  two  parties  measur- 
ed their  strength  by  a  ballot,  and  Mr.  Romaine  received 
thirty-eight  votes,  and  Mr.  Burt  but  twenty-eight.  Ro- 
maine was  therefore  declared  duly  nominated  and  the  next 
day  he  was  elected. 

Alter  the  two  houses  were  organized,  the  governor  met 
them  in  the  assembly  chamber,  and  delivered  an  able, 
thoui^  as  usual  somewhat  too  long  a  speech. 
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In  J^s  ei(oi:diura  be  aUiudMlf  in  very  haotltome  tomi,  ta 
the  civil  reTftlutioD  about  lo  be  eSected  in  the  ihIb 
gOTcmment,  bj-- the  action,  of  the  Ute  convention.  Ha 
abstabed,  he  said,  from  expressing  any  opinion  on  tha 
uneodmentg  to. the  constitution,  which  had  been  recoor 
mended,  because  that  que^ion  was  now  beyond  the  reach 
of  all  delegated  authority,  being  refi-rred  to  thc-^naldt^ 
cisioD  of  the  only  sovereign  power  which  exiated  amoi^ 
HB,  the  people,  themselves. 

He  urged  that  the  most  safe  and  certain  meacsof  in 
creasing  the  national  wealth,  was  the  vigoroiu,  proaaeo* 
lion  of  the  coasting  and  domestic  trade.  This  woald 
create  a  ^demaod  for  home  consumptioo,  ia  the  grain 
growing  atates.  For  this  reason  he  thought  -domeitis 
l^nufactories  ought  to  be  protected  by  duties  aaiiafvt' 
tatu^ns  JTQDi  abroad.  'n 

He  congratulated  the  legislature  on  the  rapid  ftogfmt 
made  in  the  construction  of  the  canals,  and  he  ezpftnad 
an  opinion  that  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  which  had 
been  conunenced  on  the  4th  July,  1817,  would  be  com-i 
pleted  during  the  year  1833.  He  recommended  tha 
formation  of  a  board  for  public  improvement,  and  ba 
noticed  the  canala  which  were  then  projected  in  Ohio  and 
Illinois.  He  intimated  that,  in  hta  judgment,  these  in^ 
&nt  states  ought  to  be  assisted  by  the  general  govemmeirt 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  magnificent  plans  they  had  pro* 
jected,,and  he  urged  the  legislature  lo  instruct  the  sen^ 
ton  and  request  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa* 
tires  from  thb  state,  in  the  congress  of  the  Union,  to  uaa 
their  efforta  to  procure  a  grant,  to  these  states,  of  the  aid 
which  they  required. 

The  city  of  Washington  had  applied,  through  tha  «>» 
ecntlve  of  this  state,  for  its«influence  with  the  national 
l^vemment,  to  persuade  that  government  to  assist  tbca 
ID  the  execution  of  their  plans  of  improving  U»t  01^^ 
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irhich  the  governor  recommended  to  the  farorable  atten- 
tion of  the  members. 

Henmde  various  othef  important  suggestions,  among 
which  Wh9  a  rerommen«lation  *to  alter  and  improve  our 
code  of  criminal  law,  and  concluded  what  was  supposed 
to  be  his  last  legislative  address,  with  this  very  commend- 
able aiivi'ce:  '^  whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exist,  I 
am  persiiadetf  that  we  will  all  co-operate  with  a  sincere 
anti  entire  devotion  to  our  solemn  and  momentous  duttea, 
in  cherishing  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  forbearance,  aAd 
in  cultivating  that  respect  which  we  owe  to  each  other 
and  to  oursf Ives." 

This  lilieral  and  patriotic  suggestion  did  not  receive  the 
attentina  which  its  intrinsic  merits  demanded  from  an  en- 
lightened body  of  men;  for  Mr.  Ulshoeffer  immediately 
iSoyecl  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  pror 
priety  of  answering  the  governor's  speech;  which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  he  was  appointed  chairman  oC  that 
committee.  He  made  a  labored  and  long  report,  in  which 
he  animatlverted.  with  great  severity,  on  the  practice  of 
^  the  governor,  in  delivering  a  speech,  instead  of  sending  a 
message  to  the  legislature,  a  practice  by  the  by,  which  had 
been  in  use  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  concluded  his  report  by  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved  J  That  this  house  approves  of  the^  declara- 
tion of  the  late  assembly,  ^  that  the  custom  of  delivering 
a  speech  by  the  executive  to  the  legislature  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  and  of  returning  an  answer!  tP  the 
same,  is  a  remnant  of  royalty,  not  recommended  by  any 
considerations  of  public  utility,  and  ought  to  be  abolish- 
eil.'" 

Several  years  before,  the  governor  had  in  his^  annual 
speech,  stated  to  the  legislature  that  on  bis  part  he  waved 
the  claim  on  them  for  an  answer,  but  that  he  preferred 
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coming  in  penon  to  the  legislature  and  delivering  as  t^ 
dresa,  to  sending  b  menage,  became,  in  hia  ju^[mca^ 
that  course  was  most  respectful  to  the  repreientatiTci.of 
the  people.  Whether  the  governor  would  addreai  tib| 
members  personally  or  communicate  with  them  by  men 
nge^  was  a  matter  which  it  was  as  excluuvely  hii  pi»-. 
vince  to  decide  as  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  aaientblj 
was  for  them  to  determine.  He  had  decided  on  the  qnca- 
tion  and  was  supported  in  that  deciuon  by  the  unifora 
practice  of  his  predecessors,  and  he  had  rendered  a  id>> 
dest  and  respectful  reason  for  the  course  he  had  adopted- 
All  that  the  assembly  would  do,  was  to  determine  that 
they  would  make  no  answer  to  his  speech;  and  the  ex- 
pression of  this  determination  was  unnecessary,  beeaiue 
the  governor  had  informed  them  he  neither  required  or 
expected  any.  The  assertion  that  the  practice  of  deliver: 
ing  speeches  and  making  answers  was  "  a  remnmt  t§ 
nfolty^  must  have  been  made  for  the  sole  purpoie  of 
producing  effect. 

"  Mr.  J.  M'Kown  said  be  was  opposed  both  to  the  l^ 
port  and  resolution.  The  committee  had  travelled  oat  of 
their  bounds,  and  had  speculated  upon  abstract  aubjecfe^ 
which  had  not  been  submitted  to  tbeir  conaiderfttion.  Ha 
then  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolutions  offered  hg 
the  chairman  of  the  select  committee,  the  following  redtal 
and  resolutions. 

**  Whereas,  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  report 
on  the  propriety  of  answering  the  speech  of  his  ezcellck^ 
cy  the  governor,  have  reported  to  the  houae,  and  givan 
Hatements  and  opinions  on  mattera  not  submitted  to  tbanj 
therefore, 

"  Rttolvedj  aa  Uie  sense  of  this  committee,  that  thof 
disaigree  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  tkftt 
the  said  committee  be  discharged  from  any  further  cofr 
sdcration  of  the  aubject  rdcrred  to  them. 
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^  Ruohidj  That  the  former  custom  of  returning  aa 
iDtwer  to  the  speech  of  his  excellency  the  governor  baT« 
iog  been  abolished,  this  committee  does  not  deem  it  n^ 
ceasary  to  revive  such  practice. 

^  Here  an  animated  debate  ensued,  which  occupied  the 
principal  part  of  the  day,  and  in  which  the  substitute  of* 
faed  by  Mr.  M'Eown  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Ford,  Cady,  Rumsey,  Ruggles  and  Bronson} 
and  opposed  by  Messrs  Ulshoeffer  and  theSpeaker;  when 
Ami  question  on  the  subject  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes, 
and  decided  in  the  negative.'' 

After  this  matter  was  disposed  of,  very  little  of  party 
feeling  was  elicited  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

'  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  after  the  adjoum- 
Bient  of  this  legislature,  the  Clmtonian  party  apparently 
ceased  to  exist,  that  party,  as  represented  at  the  seat  of 
government,  had  the  appearance  of  considerable  stroigth. 
It  held  the  executive  department  of  the  government;  its 
flwmbers  in  the  assembly  had  increased  since  the  preced- 
ing year,  and  it  possessed  in  that  body  a  decided  prepon- 
derance of  talent.  Messrs.  McKown,  Bronson,  (now  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court,)  Ford,  Ruggles,  and  J.  W. 
Cady,  were  men  whose  talents  would  have  rendered  them 
an  ornament  to  any  deliberative  body.  In  the  senate,  too, 
the  party  had  received  an  accession  of  members,  and  per- 
sonal weight  of  character.  But,  notwtthsanding  this,  an 
iinpression  almost  universally  prevailed,  that  the  Clintonian 
party  could  not  regain  its  ascendancy,  and  therefore,  as  an 
organized  party,  it  was  dissolved  the  ensuing  summer,  by 
a  general,  though  a  tacit  consent. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  the  assembly  proceeded  to  the 
dioice  of  a  council  of  appointment,  and  John  Townsend 
of  the  southern,  Charles  E.  Dudley  of  the  middle,  Benja- 
min Mooera  of  the  eastern,  and  Perry  O.  Childs  of  the 
western  districts,  were  elected.    The  members  were  all 
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oppODtntt  of  the  goverDor,  nntwithgUniting  Ihe  two  gen- 
tlemeo  litt  namudwrre  elected  ai  his  polttii^l  frimDii,  itt 
ojqMWtion  to  caniliilates  who  fruitkly  Bvowvd  difirmiC 
political  views.  This  was  the  last  council  of  appoiHlmrliti 
butit  (lid  very  little;  for,  in  tact',  ther<;  was  Tt^ry  little  Ut 
be  done,  unless  they  had  busied  fhemselvrs  in  turning 
their  own  friends  oiit  of  ofli<-e.  I  tnke  this  nt-cuMnn  to 
remark,  that  Mr.  Duillcy  and  Gen.  Mooers  wi'r4>  mild  and 
moderate  men,  perfectly  kind  and  ainiabte  in  their  feelingii' 
and  would  have  been  very  illy  auitetl  by  nature -to  havt* 
performed  the  part  which  was  pi-rforaeil  by  their  imine>  - 
diate  predecessors.  ■    - 

The  legislaiure,  ilumg  this  session,  pMsed  laws  Air 
apportioning  the  members  of  assembly  amnng  the  several 
countieB,  acconling  to  the  whale  nuubtir  fixed  by  tbt  new 
constitution;  also  direuling  the  time  niiil^manner  of  elect* 
ing  the  state  officers  by  the  two  houses^  and  of  appoint* 
ing  Ihe  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  various  counties  of-tb« 
state,  and  for  limiting  the  coroners  to  be  chosen  in  etch 
county  to  the  number  of  four.  They  also  paased  a  law 
dividing  the  state  Into  thirty  congressional  districts. 

By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  seventh  nrlirle  of  ibt 
amenHed  constitution  it  was  providedj;  that  no  loiitf^ 
should  thereafter  beauthor'ixwl.in  thestate{  that  the  legi** 
lature  should  pass  laws  lb  prevent  the  sale  of  all  lottery, 
tickets  within  this  state,  except  in  lolterifs  already  provi- 
ded for  by  law.  This  clause  recogniaeil  the  lottery  gmnts 
already  made  by4he  legislature.  The^only  granta  llien 
existing  were  those  ^munificent  pfovisionnfor  otir  liiviary 
institutions  which  were  granted  in^he  year  JSI4.  S< , 

Under  the  old  lottery  «ystein,  ihe  nianngt-rn  wi'ra 
appointed  by  the  state,  and  in  that  way  the  state  hii-smt 
liable  for  all-  losses  which  arose  through  ihe  ne)rlfi-t  or 
misconduct  of  the  managers.  Apparently  for  the  |iiirpnNa 
of  relieving  the  state  from  this  ri-spousibtlily,  on  tlw  lifib 
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,of. April,  a  law  was  pastieri  authorizing  the  institutioni^  for 
whose  bt*Defit  these  lotteries  had  been  granledy  to  assume 
the  supervision  anri  direction  of  the  lotteriesi  and  to  ap- 
point suchr  and  so  many  managers  or  agents  as  they  should 
deem  proper^  and  to  make  such  contracts  in  relation  thereto 
•8  thi?y  might 'think  expedient.  By  .this  act,  the  state,  in 
M  great  measure,  parted  with  its  control  over  the  lotteries; 
•ml  the  institutions,  which,  I  believe,  were  principally 
represented!'  by  Dort.  Nott,  contracted  with  Mr.  John  B. 
Yates  an:l  Mr.. Archibald  Mclntyre  to  manage  the  lottery. 
This  WRs  oir^-.tif  the  j!iost  important  contracts,  if  so  it 
might  be  catl^il,  tb^t  e«vr  was  made  and  executed  In  .this 
community.  By  it,  Messrs.  Yates  and  Mclntyre  were 
vested  with  the  exclusive  monopoly  of  issuing  and  vending 
•II  the  tickets,  which,  in  all  luture  time,  were  to  be  put  in 
circulation  in  the  state  of  New- York,  until  they  should, 
fmm  that  portion  of  the  gains  which  they  did  not  apply 
to  their  own  use,  pay  seversi]  hundreds  of  thousandaof 
dollars  to  the  literary  institutions.  The  time  within  which 
the  contractors  should  pay  and  satisfy  the  grants  made  to 
the  institullons,  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  comptroller.  There 
was  no  reason  to  apprrhend  that  he  would  be  inclined 
unreasonably  to  cestrici  the  time  for  the  existence  of  the 
monopoly,  provided  the  contraciors  shouirl  satisfy  the  in- 
stitutions, and  keep  I  hem  quiet.  This,  to  say  the  least, 
was  an  extremely  ill-ajviscd  and  hazardous  act  of  le- 
gis'ation.  Foitunately  for  the  public  ami  the  literary  in- 
stitutions, the  contractors  were  men  of  high  honor  and 
integrity,  and  I  believe,  so  executed  the  law  and  their 
contract  as  fully  to  carry  into  etffct  the  intention  of  the 
legislature.  They  actually  closed  the  business  within  a 
reasonable  time.  Tluy  made,  as  uas  to  have  been  ex- 
pected, and  indeeil,  as  pt-rhaps  was  right  they  should  have 
made,  asplendid  fortune  out  of  llie  enterprise.  Mr.  John 
B.  Yates,  a  talented  and  benevolent  man,  within,  a  few 
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jcua  tfitr  thit  contnet  was  made,  antgned  hk  intenik 
in  it  to  his  brother  Henry  Yates,  the  senator  whom  I  btfK 
•o  often  mentioned,  and  Mr.  John  Ely,  Jun.  anothw  rt- 
markably  correct  business  man,  and  he  himself  retired  lb 
his  residence  in  the  country,  where  he  not  long  ago  diady 
highly  esteemed  and  deeply  lamented.  Mr.  Mclatjik^ 
from  the  time  he  engaged  in  this  business,  withdrew  froA 
any  active  participation  in  political  contests,  ffis  b 
in  the  execution  of  this  great  contract  rendered  hia  r 
from  the  office  of  comptroller  instead  of  being  an  injoiTf 
a  great  favor  to  him.  After  closing  his  buunesi  aa  lot^ 
ry  contractor,  he  returned  to  bis  old  and  Javorile  dtjj 
Albany,  where  he  now  lives  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  thit 
happiness  which  the  consciousness  of  a  well  spent  lift) 
the  gratitude  of  his  numerous  friends,  (many  of  whnt, 
from  the  Icindness  and  benevolence  of  bis  natnre,  be  in 
nved  from  ruin,)  and  the  universal  esteem  of  the  wise  ini 
good,  can  confer. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  17th  of  April,  withoiik 
passing  any  law  of  importance,  except  those  to  whidi  I 
have  alluded. 

During  this  winter,  the  people  at  the  polls  of  electioBy 
passed  upon  the  question  whether  the  amended  conititfr 
tion  should  be  adopted  or  rejected.  In  the  month  of  FdH 
roary  returns  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  from  all  the  counties  in  the  state,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were  given  seventy-five  thousand  fow 
hundred  and  twenty-two  votes  for  the  constitution,  aad 
forty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  against 
it,  exhibiting  a  majority  of  TfflRTY-THREE  THOU- 
SAND NINE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIVE.  Ik 
was  fortunate  that  so  great  a  unanimity  of  opinion  prenU- 
ed  on  this  vitally  important  question,  and  it  was  creditable 
to  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  that  this  dfil 
,  rcToIotion  was  brought  about,  and  that  it  finally  tcnniaatel 


1822.1  OF  NEW-TORK.  85 

ha  manner  so  quiet  and  peaceable.  The  experience  of  a 
few  yean  convinced  all  candid  men  who  voted  with  the  mi- 
nority, that  the  new  constitution  was  preferable  to  the  old. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  spirit  of  the  times,  I 
tUnk  it  will  be  proper  to  detail  an  incident  which  took 
place  in  relation  to  the  Albany  post  office,  although  the 
oecurrence  itself  was  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
state  politics.  Mr.  Southwick,  who  had  been  for  several 
years  post  master  at  Albany,  had  become  a  defaulter,  and 
was  on  that  account  removed  from  the  office. 

Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  then  a  member  of  con* 
gress  from  the  county  of  Albany,  was  a  candidate  for  ap- 
pointment, to  the  vacant  office.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  had 
been  a  steady  and  uniform  federalist;  but  from  his  boy- 
hood he  had  manifested  a  greater  inclination  for  military 
than  civil  life.  He  had  much  rather  shoot  at  an  enemy, 
in  arms  against  his  country,  than  argue  a  constitutional 
^estion  with  his  neighbor.  His  gallant  services  under 
Oen.  Wayne,  in  Wis  Indian  expedition,  and  at  the  head  of 
the  New- York  militia  on  the  Niagara  frontier}  (though  the 
attack  was  imprudent  and  ill  judged,)  during  the  last  war, 
were  then,  and  indeed  now,  too  well  known  to  require  to 
be  detailed  on  this  occasion.  A  respect  for  his  military 
services  and  personal  bravery  induced  many  of  the  repub- 
lican members  of  congress,  especially  from  the  western 
states,  to  advocate  his  appointment,  and  he  was  according- 
ly appointed.  Chancellor  Lansing  was  the  candidate 
nominated  by  the  democratic  party  at  Albany.  Previous, 
however,  to  the  decision  of  the  national  executive  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Albany  post  office,  vice-president  Tompkins, 
and  the  two  New-York  senators,  Rufus  King  and  Martin 
Van  Buren,  communicated  to  the  president  and  post  mas- 
ter general  a  formally  written  protest  against  the  appoint- 
snent  of  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  exclusively  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  federalist.*     This  semi-official  avowal  of  a 
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cause  why  a  gallant  soldier  Ehouid  not  participate  ip  llw 
UTil  patronage  of  tbe  government,  was  vieweil  wiUi  wont 
der  by  some  of  tbe  republican  membera  wlio  were,  .uii«e> 
quaiotefl  with  New-Yoric  politics.  To  us  it  waawVat  all 
surprising.  The  course  of  Gov.  Tomplcins  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  on  Ibis  occasion,  was  in  subManw  the  same  vrhid| 
had  been  pursued  by  both  poliliual  patties  sinc^  the  fi»j 
mouB  coundl  of  1801,  called  Clinton  and  Speni«ii?i  coun^ 
cil.  What,  I  suppose,  excited  more  zeal  on  the  put  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  was  the  fact  that  bis  favorite  council,  ai 
the  head  of  which  stood  Jiidge  Skinner,  bail,  thi:  winter 
before,  removed  tbis.sanc  Solomon  Van  ReBssolaer  fron 
the  office  of  adjutant  general,  (a  roiliiary  office,)  aoMy  oq 
political  grounds.  He  looked,  iberdore,  on  the  cour^q 
adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  of  whom  Mr.  Van  Buren  aDi^ 
his  friends  .claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  supporters,  u  ft 
direct  condemnation  of  the  conduct  of  ihe  ilemnuraiic  poll-, 
cy  in  Ifew-York.  Considering  what  may  he  called  the 
common  law  of  parties  in  this  state,  and  making  due  »!• 
lowanct!  fpr  ft,{  cannot  censure  with  severity  the  conduot 
of  Mr.  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  But  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  King  ought  to  be  tiied  by  a  diffisrent  rule.  He 
l)ad  been  uniformly  a  federalist;  had  been  supported  hj 
that  party  steadily,  from  tbe  year  1787;  had,  in  1814^ 
been  elected  lo<  the  ynited  States  senate  by  the  federalisli, 
and  had  been  re-'electeilby  their  unanimous  vote;  although| 
for  special  and  pet:uliar  reasons,  Mr.  Van  lluren  and  faift 
fiends,  the  last  time  he  was  elected,  bad  supported  him^ 
It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  Mr.  King  opposed 
Reappointment  of  Solomon  Van  KcnsxelaiT  lo  ihr  oRica 
of  .poit-master  iS^AJbany,  becauat  he  viat,  or  had  betn^  4, 
ftdtrtUitt. 

Mr,  Van  RensseWr  and  his  family  ami  friends  had* 
twice  ssupporled.Mn.  King  forsi-naiorand  moretiiac  onva 
far  governor  of  Kew-Yurk,  and  Mr.  King   fot   tb<it  tini 
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flWIwrcMOiiii  tnd  none  otiier, protailed  •gsinat  Ui ifH  ^ 

fgmfmtnU    Diui  act  vaa  wholly  un worth  j  of  Mr.  lGti§^  t^^ 
idu^  during  a  long  coarse  of  public  life,  m  all  othev  om^!^  ^ 
gaiioiWi  conducted  widi  great  dignity;  and  althon|^  iif 
night  belioTO  hia  political  opinions  erroneousi  yet  we  m^  . 

Issued  and  venerated  the  individual  as  an  high.  aiuM 
and  honorable  man.    He  had  been  a  nati<»ial  and.n^ta  .1 

plate  politician,  and  his  initiation  into  the  mysteiics  off 
jUbany  politics  during  the  oonventioni  the  autamn  pre- 
feeding,  must  have  produced,  this  ill  advised  act — an  ad 
ariiich,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  shortly  afterwards  regrdtedU  . :  '* 

The  qoestion  which,  among  politicians,  absorbed  all      ,jM 
'eilMrs,aftd  indeed  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  Hew*  .  ;fl| 
<^{^ork  public  in  general,  was,  who  should  be  the  next    * 
jU  govetnor  1    The  government^  under  the  new  formi  wain 
lo  be  put  in  operation  by  the  executive  and  legislative  a«^ 
Ihorities,  who  were  to  be  chosen  m  November,  188S. 
▲II  the  civil  offices  would  then  become  vacant,  indudiBg  ^ 

dbe  high  offices  of  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  suprene 
^jS  wurt,  which  had  heretofore  been  untangible  by  the  ap'> 
pointing  power,  and  all  the  great  state  offices.  All  theas 
offices  were,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  to  be  thrown  to* 
gather  in  one  mass,  at  the  capitol,  and  the  man  who  should 
be  elected  governor,  was  to  distribute  the  greater  part  of 
them,  and  bestow  them  on  such  persons  as  he  should  be> 
lieve  most  worthy,  or  were  most  agreeable  to  him.  Ho 
wonder  then  that  deep  and  intense  anxiety  should  have 
pervaded  the  minds  of  all  in  respect  to  his  selection.  ^ 

From  the  result  of  the  election  of  members  of  assefls* 

bly,  in  1831,  and  of  delegates  to  the  convention,  in  June 

of  that  year,  and  also  from  the  general  tone  of  publie  ,j 

sentiment  every  where  expressed,  it  was  most  evident  thai 

\        the  candidate,  who  should  be  nominated  by  the  democra* 

[S^^     tic  party,  would  be  elected.     All  the  intelligent  fiienda  '^ 

'  It'^   «f  Mr.  Clinton  were  conv'mced  of  this,  and  unreservedly 
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dfflliKd  to  faim  tfa&t  such  waa  tbeir  opinioB,  ud  thiy 
ttwrcfore  advised  him  to  decline  a  compelition.  He^  ft^ 
wme  time,  heaitated,  but  finally  yielded  to  ibeir  mgg«^ 
lioaa.  But,  in  order  to  c^rry  bim  off  the  field  with  tlM 
llCBt  possible  gncf,  a  meeting  was  got  up  in  Albany  by  Mfc 
William  James,  Mr.  Archibald  M'Inlyre  and  afew  otbnt 
efMr.  Clinton's  staunch  frienda,  at  which  they  passed  r«a» 
htions  highly  laudatory  of  his  character  and  public  smt 
oei,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  of  him  whetbab 
ha  would  consent  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-electton.  As 
was  anticipated,  he  expressed  his  delermination  not  to 
gaffer  his  name  to  be  used.  The  field  was  of  course  left 
elear  for  any  man  who  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  oblaia 

■  regular  legislative  caucus  nomination  of  the  democn^ 
tfi  party.  This  state  of  things  led  to  a  scene  of  maiMBii» 
vering  and  electioneering  by  the  aspirants  to  the  esaco* 
tive  chair,  and  their  respective  friends  before  unequalUd 
■nd  unprecedented.  Several  gentlemen  were  namcd^ 
Mr.  Sandford,  Oen.  Root,  P.  B.  Porter,  Henry  Seymour 
a)id  Bundry  others  were  spoken  of,  but  the  contest  finally 
wttled  down  between  Judge  Yates  and  Col.  Young.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  Gov.  Tompkins  would  bare  prefemd 
the  government  of  this  state  to  tlie  vice  presiden<7,  bat 
whether  he  considered  his  acceptance  of  that  oEEce  a  bv 
to  his  being  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  goremor,  ar 
whether  hia  political  friends  were  disinclined  again  to 
aupport  him,  I  am  not  advised.  The  probability  howevv 
is,  that  the  party  generally  desired  to  bring  some  newnna 
into  the  government,  for  it  is  certain  Mr.  Tompkins  waa 
not  seriously  mentioned  as  a  candidate.  Col.  Young  wi* 
Btlmitted  by  all  to  be  a  man  possessing  talents  of  a  hl^ 
order.  His  political  tact  and  character  bad  been  fully 
dcvelopeil  in  the  legislature,  in  the  convention  and  u  a 
atate  officer.  No  man  charged  him  with  a  want  of  W- 
Icfrrity ;  but  he  was  considered  by  hia  political  oppoaeati 


It>2'2.]  OF  1CEW-T€ax« 

gnil  a^!«o  by  some  who  clairapH  to  bo  of  his'own  party,  as 
altra  rR(li(*al  in  his  political  views  ami  illibcnil  if  not  fo* 
nK'iniis  towarits  his  opponents. 

Joseph  C.  Yates  had  been  for  many  years  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  t-ourt;  his  friends  did  not  claim  for  him  either 
great  or  brilliant  talents,  but  he  was  supposed  to  be  dio- 
erec't,  cautious  and  prudent;  he  was  modest  and  mild  in 
his  de|M>riment;  he  had  never  giTen  evidence  of  a  vindio* 
tive,  persecuting  spirit,  and  he,  as  I  said  of  Mr.  Van 
Verhien,wasconstitutionally  opposed  to  serious  inno?*- 
lions. 

Mr.  Young,  therefore,  was  supporteil  by  a  large  majo- 
rity of  what  are  called  your  thorough  going  politicians, 
while  the  more  mild  and  conservative  portion  of  the  par- 
ty were  for  Mr.  Yates.  But  various  personal  consider** 
tions  influenced  many  of  the  the  members  to  take  sides  for 
one  or  the  other  candidate  according  to  their  individual| 
supposed  or  real  interest,  or  their  personal  predilections 
or  prejudices. 

The  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton,  and  especially  of  Chief 
Justice  Spencer,  and  indeed  the  other  judges  of  the  sti- 
preme  court,  were  very  desirous  that  Yates  should  be  nomi* 
Dated;  and  although  they  could  have  no  direct  public  ia- 
flueni-e  with  the  democratic  members,  yet  they  had  per- 
sonal friends,  either  among  the  members  or  those  who  had 
iiilluence  with  them,  which  was  brought  to  bear,  no  doubt 
with  considerable  effect. 

Thtf  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  who 
was  a  distant  relative  of  the  juiige,  was  a  man  of  enga- 
ging manners  and  pooil  address,  ami  had  many  personal 
friends.  His  residence  was  at  Albany,  and  his  official 
station  enabled  him  to  keep  up  a  constant  intercourse  with 
most  of  the  republican  members  of  the  legislature.  Ho 
did  not  fail  to  put  in  requisition  all  hta  skill  and  ingenui* 
ty  in  behalf  of  the  nomination  of  Jiidgo  Yates. 
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A  ciaeutoniic  ileiBocralic  membera  vas  eventually  faeldj 
ind  Mr.  Yatn  obtaine<l  *  consiilenble  majority  OTei 
Col.  Young,  anil  was  itHjIared  duly  nominated.  Col. 
Young  was  in  Albany,  on  ihe  evening  of  iht^  caucus.  A 
genlleman  who  spent  Ihe  evening  with  him,  wrote  KM 
that  the  Colonel  appeared  perfectly  inililTerenl  about  tha 
result,  anil  when  a  mrssenger  cume  in  and  announced  tim 
nomination,  Mr.  Y.  jocost-ly  said,  '*  I  I'sn  do  without  the 
state  of  New-York,  as  well  as  the  state  can  do  without 
me."  "This,"  snys  my  correspnn:lvnt,  " woul<l  have 
been  a  little  vain -glorious  if  he  ha'l  hfen  chagrined,  oc 
had  not  actually  spoken  it  in  a  style  of  badinage." 

Alter  it  became  evideni  that  the  Clinioiiian  party  would 
not  present  a  candidnte  in  opposition  to  Judge  Yates,  and 
early  in  the  summer  of  1822,  Mr,  Solomon  Soulhwicic 
announced  bimselt  as  a  cBmlidale.  Thtre  was  somelbing 
singular  in  the  mental  ronslitulion  of  Mr.  Southwick. 
He  was,  beyond  quenlion,  a  man  n(  genius;  but  no  man 
ever  lived,  who  might  be  tslieii  sam^,  who  was  so  much 
under  the  control  of  pa'sion  and  wild  fancies.  His  imnp* 
nation  was  most  ardent  nml  constituted  the  controlling 
power  of  his  mind.  Nature  had  formed  him  for  a  poet. 
Indee<l,  he  wrote  poetry  with  considerable  lasie  and  ele- 
gance. When  he  was  in  the  full  tide  of  success  as  a  bu- 
•tness  man  and  politician,  which  embraced  ihe  period  from 
1804  to  1812,  he  was  suildenly  raised,  by  a  combination 
of  fortuitous  i-ircumslancr9,  to  great  poliiii-al  influence^ 
and  money  flowed  into  his  coSers  he  scnri-ely  knvw  bow 
or  why.  During  that  period  he  indulged  in  pleasures. 
He  was  benerolent,  naj ,  generouii,  to  a  fiiuti.  Many  of 
the  objects  and  recipients  of  his  bounty  were  utterly  un- 
worthy, and  such  were,  of  couiw,  ungrateful  when  fae 
ceased  to  have  the  power  to  tninisler  to  their  pleasures  or 
their  wants.  In  the  days  of  his  prospeiity  his  wild  and 
ctliKvi^Bnt  iawginalion  led  bim  into  absurd  and  ridicu- 
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loos  speculationni  which  ended*'  \n*  his  htnkniptcy  for 
thousands  of  dollars.  After  he  was  {educed  to  povertji 
and  his  political  influence  was  entirely. ptostraled,  he  be- 
came still  more  visionary  and  fantastic' V;': 

I  believe  it  is  Mr.  Hume  who  saysi  tfaatikten  in  despe- 
rate circumstances,  when  all  ri^asonablehopeof  rHief  from 
human  agency  fails,  are  generally  disposeil'toflope  for  aid 
from  the  miraculous  interposition  of  some  in\isibtp.|)lf>wer. 
This  propensity  in  human  nature,  if  it  exists,  was  rpmli>^red 
the  more  active  in  Mr.  Southwick,  by  his  ardent  and  unccnt- 
tiolable  imagination.  He  was  in  daily  expectation  tfba4( 
the  next  mail  would  bring  him  news  that  he  had  drawn 
the  highest  prize  in  a  lottery;  and  I  have  known  him  bor- 
row money  of  a  friend  under  a  solemn  pledge  of  his  honor, 
and  he  would  gladly  have  pledged  his  life,  for  its  repay* 
ment  in  ten  days,  and  have  afierwards  ascertained  that  his 
sole  expectation  of  redeeming  his  pledge  depended  on 
bis  drawing  a  prize  when  the  next  lottery  in  which  he  was 
interested  should  be  drawn.  When  I  say  that  I  think 
Mr.  S.  was  honest  when  he  made  those  assurances,  I 
shall  scarcely  be  believed;  and,  if  I  am  believed,  when  I 
say  I  consider  him  a  man  of  talents,  I  shall  be  regarded  as 
absurd.  But  let  any  man  look  at  the  result  of  his  edito- 
rial labors  in  the  Albany  Register,  from  1801  to  1812;  to 
bis  poem  entitled  ^^The  Pleasures  of  Poveity,"  and  other 
productions  of  his  pen,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  the  fact  that 
he  possessed  respectable  talents,  will  not  be  ilenied.  This 
was  the  man  who  took  the  field,  on  his  own  motion,  as 
the  opposing  gubernatorial  candidate  to  Judge  Yates. 
But  lie  was  doomed  to  experit*nre,  what  every  man  of 
common  sense  anticipated,  a  total  failure.  He  received 
so  few  votes  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Yates  may  be  said 
to  have  been  unanimous.  Certainly  he  was  made  gover- 
nor by  general  consent. 
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Scateeway.wppedfit^tma  bo  nid  to  h&vc  ben  macle  to 
the  eleetioo  of  dcf^Wratic  membera  of  ibe  legislature. 
The  itate,  bjr  rirtoe  of  the  new  coiutituLion,  bad  bcc« 
diTided  into  ^lylit.'MnRtoriBl  districts.  In  some  of  the 
districts  DO  epppsition  was  made  to  the  reguLrly  nomina- 
ted dcmocrBtib'  caodidRles,  and  in  all  those  districts  ia 
vbieh  »n  o^MMtion  lii:ket  was  supported,  ihe  democimtis 
•enatoW^frere  elected  b/  triumpbant  majorities.  Tbe  lot* 
lowUig.'Bre  tb«  names  of  Uu  persons  who  composed  iht 
fivt.^nate  which  was  elected    under  the   new  gorc»> 

From  thM  Pint  Dittrict. 
Walter  Bowne,  John  A.  King, 

Jasper  Ward,  John  Lelferls. 

Seeatd  Diitriet. 
John  Hunter,  John  Suydsm, 

Stephen  Thorne,  James  £urt. 

Third  Diitriet. 
Charles  E.  Dudley,  James  Mallorj, 

Edward  P.  Livingston,  Jacob  Sutherland. 

Fourth  Dittrict. 
Archibald  Mclntyre,*  Mrlancton  Wheeler^ 

Jobn  Cramer,  David  Erwin. 

Pipk  Diitriet. 
Samuel  BrardslejTf  AlvinBronHin, 

Thomas  Greenly,  Sherman  Woosler. 

Sitti  Diitriet. 
Farrand  Strannahan,  Jnac  Ofcden, 

Tilij  Lynde,  Samuel  O.  Hathawij. 

'  nr  ll>M|»iiiM|  I  ■Mi|.  ■■!  thi  liu  cMDjanllat. 
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SevmUh  DiUrict. 

llyiram  Greene,  SiTai  Bbwkeri 

Jonas  Earl ,  Jun.  Je«ae  Clark. 

Eighth  District. 

Darid  Eaaton,  Timothy  H.  Porter, 

Heman  J.  Redfield,  Joieph  Spencer. 

For  the  finii  time,  since  the  close  of  the  revolutionaiy 
war,  the  senate  were,  to  a  man,  composed  of  gentiemea 
|irofessing  to  belong  to  the  same  political  party.  Two  of 
ibe  members  elect,  Mr.  John  A.  King  and  Mr.  Suydaab 
were  of  that  corps  which  were  denominated  high  mindeA 
federalists;  but  that  little  band  seemed  now  to  be  mergdl 
in  the  great  republican  party. 

Mr.  Suydam,  who  resided  in  Kingston,  Ulster  county^ 
was  a  lawyer  of  distinguished  talents,  particularly  as  as  *^ 

•drocate;  and,  as  a  citizen,  he  possessed  many  amiable 
and  excellent  qualities.  He  had  been  an  efficient  and  zeal 
ous  federalist.  It  is  said  that  some  years  before,  a  politi- 
cal controversy  took  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren,  and  that  the  parties  became  so  highly  exasperated 
^t  a  challenge  to  a  duel  passed  between  them,  but  that 
the  matter,  through  the  interposition  of  friends,  was  ami- 
cably  adjusted.  Mr.  Suydam  was  one  of  the  fifty-one 
federalists  who  signed  the  anti-Clintonian  address  of  April 
14th,  1820,  and  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  election  of 
Got.  Tompkins,  at  the  election  which  took  place  in  that 
year.  His  change  from  an  ardent  supporter  of  Clinton^ 
to  an  active  opponent  was  extremely  sudden. 

One  evening,  during  the  last  part  of  the  session  of  tha 
legislature,  in  1820,  at  a  late  hour,  Mr.  Suydam  called  at 
my  lodgings  and  stated  that  he  had  that  moment  left  » 
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maeta  of  his  federal  friends,  who  had  been  conriderii^ 
the  course  whi(^  they,  as  a  party,  ought  to  pursoe  at  the 
^proaching  election  for  governor;  ttiat  much  excitement 
■nd  heat  prevailed  among  them;  that  the  friends  of  the 
respective  gubernatorial  candidates  were  unable  to  har- 
monize; that  they  had  separated  with  a  determination  to 
oppose  each  other,  and  that  he  regretted  to  say  that  not 
only  potilical  differences,  but  personal  animosities  existed 
emong  them.  He  expressed  great  anxiety  for  the  success 
of  Mr.  Clinton.  While  we  were  conversing,  the  stage 
eoach  called  to  take  him  to  Kingston,  and  in  less  than  a 
week  afterwards  the  mail  brought  lue  a  newspaper  from 
Kingston  which  contained  an  account  of  a  public  meeting 
held  in  that  village,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  Mr. 
Suydam  and  I  parted,  which  was  attended  by  him,  and  in 
which  he  made  a  speech  denouncing  De  Witt  Clinton.  I 
4o  not  relate  this  incident  with  a  view  to  impeach  the  in- 
tegrity of  Mr.  Suydam,  for  he  was  an  honorable  man,  and 
■Heather  incapable  of  dissimulation,  but  as  proof  of  the 
suddenness  with  which,  at  that  day,  men  of  standing  and 
character  changed  their  political  positions.  Mr.  Suy- 
dam was  an  able  and  distinguished  member  of  the  sen- 
tie. 

The  members  elected  to  the  assembly  were  also  nearly 
all  democrats.  It  was  but  now  and  then  that  a  solitary 
Clintonian  was  chosen.  This  assembly  contained  but 
¥ery  few  persons  who  had  been  much  distinguished  for 
their  talents  or  standing,  as  politicians.  Ajnong  the  mort 
prominent,  were  Jesse  Buel  of  Albany,  James  Mullett,  Jr., 
of  Chautauque,  Azariah  C.  Piagg  of  Clinton,  Abraham  P 
Holdridge,  (a  Clintonian,)  of  Colunib'iH,  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston of  Dutchess,  Richard  Goodell  of  Jefferson,  GulisnC. 
Verplancic  and  Jesse  Hoyt  of  New-York,  James  Lynch  of 
Oneida,  and  Victory  fiirdseye  of  Onondaga. 
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Nerer  had  an  election  occured  in  which  a  more  qvicl 
calm  apparently  pervaded  the  political  atmosphere;  and 
yet  it  was  a  calm  which  was,  as  in  free  governments  it 
generally  is,  portentous  of  a  tempest. 


.>• 


J 


i 


f* 


f 
^ 


t 


i 


\ 


[1898. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

noil  JANQABT  1,  Un,  TO  JlKtUBT  I,  IM 

Thb  legislature  met  and  organized  on  the  7th  of  Jun^ 
■ry.  One  hundred  and  twenty-three  members  of  tbe 
asflemhly  were  in  attendance.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  of 
Dutchess  county,  received  one  hundred  and  seTcnteen 
votes  fnr  speaker,  and,  of  course,  was  elected.  This 
strong  vote  in  favor  of  one  of  the  most  violent  partisans 
in  the  state,  exhibits  very  strikingly  the  overwhelming 
strength  of  the  dominant  party.  It  also  shows,  that 
among  the  dominant  party  those  gentlemen  who  were 
most  distinguished  for  zeal,  I  might  perhaps  say,  personal 
antipathy  against  Mr.  Clinton,  and  for  pursuing  a  policy 
the  most  proscriptive  against  bis  friends,  were  in  the  a^ 
cendancy  in  that  party;  for  no  politician  in  the  state  had 
been  more  distinguished,  both  as  a  member  of  the  last 
senate,  and  in  the  convention  of  1821,  for  bitter  and  ran- 
corous hostility  against  Gov.  Clinton  and  his  supporters, 
than  Mr.  Livingston.* 

Immediately  after  the  senate  was  oi^niced,  the  lieih 
tenant  governor,  (Boot,)  communicated  to  that  body  t 
letter  from  Jacob  Sutherland, stating  that  "  considerations 
which,  on  that  occasion,  were  unnecessary,  and  perhaps 
improper  for  him  to  slate,  had  determined  him  not  to  take 
a  seal  in  the  senate."  The  consideration  which  moved 
Mr.  Suiherland  to  decline  taking  a  seat  in  the  senate,  and 
vhic-h  he  deemed  improper  to'  set  forth,  undoubtedly,  was 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  he  would  be  appointed  on* 
ol  the  Judges,  either  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  court;  and 

•  I,  d  rntnr,  tpnk  of  Mr.  LiTlnptom 
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wbj  dMBMoended  conititutioiii  if.  he  accepted  of  hiseleo* 
tifljii  MB  iMoator,  he  would  be  rendered  ineligible  to  recehro 
Uff  otBea  which  could  be  conferred  on  him  by  the  gover* 
nor  andiMnntei  or  by  the  legislaturei  during  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  he  preferred  himself  to  declare  his 
vacant  Many  persons  entertained  scruples  whethery 
by  this  stepi  he  could  render  himself  eligible  to  an 
appointment  by  the  legislative  or  executive  authorities  of 
the  state.    The  constitution  declared  that  any  person  who  i{ 

should  be  elected^  &c.,  should  be  ineligible.     Mr.  S.  had 
been  Mlecied^  and  his  election  had  been  duly  certified  by  ^. 

the  canvassing  officers.  Was  he  not,  therefore,  by  the  .  ^^  .  j^ 
letter  of  the  constitution,  disqualified  1  On  the  other  handf 
it  was  alleged,  that  in  order  to  be  brought  within  tiie 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  constitution,  he 
■uist  not  only  be  elected^  but,  by  his  own  voluntary  act, 
become  a  meikber  of  the  legislature.  This  construction 
of  the  clause  was,  on  this  occasion,  deemed  correct  by  the 
governor  and  senate,  and  has,  with  great  propriety,  been 
acquiesced  in  ever  since.  It  would  be  absurd  to  permit  a 
single  county  to  deprive  the  state  of  the  services  of  a  citi- 
len  in  the  high  office  of  chancellor,  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  &c.,  by  electing  him  a  member  of  the  assembly 
against  his  will. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  all  men,  but  most 
eqiecially  the  expectants  of  office,  looked  with  deep  anxi- 
ety for  the  action  of  the  governor  and  senate,  and  the  ex* 
citement  became  most  intense. 

The  message  of  Governor  Yates  did  not  produce  an  im- 
pression favorable  to  his  talents  as  a  writer  or  statesman. 
Its  chief,  if  not  only  merit,  was  its  brevity. 

A  comparison  between  the  message  of  Gov.  Yates  and 
the  speeches  of  Mr.  Clinton,  both  as  respects  style  and 
mattei|  will  i-esult  in  a  conclusion  very  unfavorable  to 
Mr.  Y.    But,  a  written  document  or  dissertation  is  by  no 
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means  deciuTe  of  the  menial  capacity  and  power  of  4* 
writer,  A  person  who  should  decide  on  the  talenti  at 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  Oliver  Goldsmith,  by  compaiuj 
their  writings,  (if,  indeed,  Cromwell  left  any,)  would  ar- 
rire  at  a  most  erroneous  conclusion. 

It  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  governor  r 
specifically,  a  single  measure.  He  advised  great  e 
in  passing  laws  for  new  modelling  the  judiciary  a; 
He  urged  the  propriety  of  passing  such  laws  early  in  Ibl 
Kssion  as  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  new  constitution.  He  su^ested  that  improvenoitl 
ought  to  be  made  in  our  penitentiary  system,  and  he  r^ 
commended  the  revision  of  the  statute  laws. 

In  relation  lo  the  appointments  to  be  made  by  the  go- 
vernor and  senate,  those  in  which  men  of  all  political  pu^ 
ties,  and  indeed  the  public  in  general,  took  the  decpdl 
interest,  were  the  selection  of  judges  of  theaupremecourt. 
Would  the  governor  nominate,  and  would  the  senate  cob* 
firm,  the  appointment  of  the  old  judges  1  This  was  tbs 
great  and  absorbing  question. 

Gov.  Yates  bad  been  a  long  time  a  member  of  the  M- 
preme  court,  and  he  had,  during  nearly  the  whole  of  tbil 
time,  acted  politically  with  ChiefJustice  Spencer;  aiid,M 
will  be  seen  by  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  that  coiutf 
had  almost  always  concurred  in  his  judicial  opiniona.  la- 
dependent,  therefore,  of  bis  desire  to  promote  the  pnblis 
interest,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  felt  anxiooi  to 
preserve  (he  high  character  of  that  tribunal,  and  that  ba 
entertained  a  personal  regard  for  some,  if  not  all  of  ill 
members.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  notwitk- 
ataniling  he  must  have  been  fully  aware  that  a  violant 
opposition  existed  among  many,  perhaps  a  majority^  of 
hia  leading  political  friends,  he  nominated  Ambroae  Spaf 
cer  chief  justice,  and  Jooaa  Flatt  and  John  Woodworthi 
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jvilges.  The  senatci  by  nearly  an  unanimous  Tote|  re- 
jected the  nomination  of  these  gentlemen. 

The  general  course  of  policy  which,  at  this  time,  go- 
verned a  Tery  large  majority  of  the  senate,  which  was,  not 
to  consent  to  the  appointment  to  office  of  a  political  oppo- 
nent, would  perhaps,  of  itself,  furnish  a  sufficient  cause  of 
the  action  of  that  body  on  this  occasion.  But  there  were 
other  causes  operating  more  or  less  upon  the  minds  of 
members,  and  it  may  be  that  some  other  causes  were  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  have  produced  the  result.  The  chief 
justice,  although  an  ardent  politician,  was  a  man  in  whose 
talents,  impartiality  and  integrity,  as  a  judge,  the  bar  and 
the  public  reposed  universal  confidence;  and  I  very  much 
doabt  whether  even  that  senate  would  have  ventured  to 
alarm  the  public  mind  with  fearful  apprehensions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  stability  of  our  jurisprudence  and  the  correct 
administration  of  justice,  which  they  well  knew  would  be 
die  consequence  of  leaving  off  the  chief  justice,  had  not 
other  than  general  political  considerations  affected  their 
minds.  The  chief  justice,  although  strictly  upright  and 
impartial,  was  somewhat  austere  in  his  deportment,  and 
particularly  so  to  the  younger  class  of  lawyers  who  ap- 
peared as  advocates  in  the  supreme  court.  He  heard  with 
•n  impatience  which  he  took  no  pains  to  conceal,  argu- 
ments on  points  which,  with  his  long  experience  and  pro- 
found knowledge  of  the  law,  were  already,  in  his  own 
mind,  decided.  His  deportment,  on  these  occasions,  had, 
unknown  to  himself,  and  without,  on  his  part,  any  unkind 
feeling,  accumulated  among  the  younger  members  of  the 
bar  a  deep  and  settled  prejudice. 

An  influential  and  highly  intelligent  member  of  the 
senate,  in  the  winter  of  1823,  has  recently  had  the  kind- 
ness to  write  to  me  on  this  subject.  After  alluding  to  the 
Tiolence  and  fierceness  of  the  contest  between  the  Clinto- 
nian  and  bucktail  parties,  which  had  then  but  just  termi- 
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ntedj  and  sttting  that  Mr.  ClintoD  wm  it  tlMt  tuH  ■«■ 
object  of  deep  hostility,  and  almost  of  fixsd  hskfodj^  |p 
l(l<ls^~ 

"  or  the  justice  or  injustice  of  this  feelingi  X  kB'  Mt 
■peaking — it  is  enough  that  it  existed.  To  a  conatdenUc 
extent,  it  was  not  merely  penooal,  but  the  prapoattion  i» 
amend  the  coostitutinn,  and  the  result  of  tha  ceoflict  m 
thai  subject,  certainly  arrayed  men  on  advene  ndea  of 
great  principles.  Mr.  Clinton,  Chief  Juatice  Spenccraad 
Judge  Plait,  had  acted  together  upon  all  mattera  toucUoc 
the  new  constitution,  and  were,  for  that  reaaoa,  exotod^ 
ingly  unpopular  with  the  dominant  party.  Add  to  tU% 
that  the  chief  justice,  by  a  harsh  course  on  the  beacb,  tar 
wards  the  young  men  of  the  profession,  had  proTokid 
their  hostility,  and  they  were  ready,  at  the  first  opportu- 
nity, to  exclaim  with  Napoleon — *  the  doctrine  of  rqofr 
•ala  must  govern  this  case.'  When  the  old  judget,  thcf^ 
fore,  were  re-nominated  by  Gov.  Yates,  the  feeliDg  w 
Mrong  and  decided  against  the  confirmation  of  the  chiif 
justice  and  Judge  Plait, and'especially  so  with  the  yotugar 
men  of  the  senate.  I  speak  plainly  on  this  aubject^btiBg 
myself  of  the  profession  and  the  youngest  member  of  tb* 
wnate,  and  in  what  I  have  stated,  my  own  views,  aa  w«U 
as  those  of  others,  aie  expressed." 

These  undoubtedly  were  the  reasons,  and  probably  tha 
controlling  reasons,  which  produced  the  rejection  of  tha 
nomination  of  the  chief  justire,  and  of  Judge  Piatt;  bill  it 
will  be  perceived,  that  none  of  these  objections  were  tfr 
plicable  to  Judge  Woodworth.  It  will  be  recoUected| 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  council  of  revision,  he  TOted 
against  the  rejection  of  the  convention  bill,  and  from  that 
time,  (November,  1S20,)  he  was  considered  as  a  menbca 
of,  and  at  any  rate  be  acted  with,  the  democratic  paity. 
The  desire  of  making  more  places  for  political  aspirant^ 
aiul  of  organtxbg  an  entire  new  court,  connected  wUh.tkw 
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ndantioR  that  Judge  Woodworth  had  no  bold  on  hit 
tr  politcal  friendii  in  consequence  t^  his  recent  defee* 

ii  and  that  he  waa  too  raw  a  recruit  in  the  ranks  of  the 
dominant  party,  then  supposed  to  be  quite  irresistible,  to 
kave  gained  much  influence  or  standing  with  them,  were 
ipobably  the  causes  of  his  rejection.  The  majority,  how- 
anrer,  in  favor  of  his  rejection,  was  by  no  means  so  strong 
a»that  in  favor  of  the  rejection  of  the  chief  justice  and 
Jvdge  Piatt.  I  have  omitted  to  mention  as  I  ought  to 
kiLTe  donei  that  Judge  Van  Ness  declined  being  a  compe 
titor  for  a  re-appointment— thus  leaving  the  coast  clear 
fsr  Spencer,  Piatt  and  Woodworth. 

At  the  same  time  when  the  governor  sent  to  the  senate 
)m  nomination  of  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  he  nnrotna- 
lid  Nathan  SanfonI  for  the  office  of  chancellor,  to  take  ef- 
fect in  August  then  next,  when  Chancellor  Kent  would, 
hf  age,  become  ineligible.  This  nomination  was  unani- 
Hpualy  confirmed.  These  proceedings  took  place  in  the 
lenate  on  the  27th  day  of  January. 

On  the  next  day,  the  governor  nominated  John  Savage, 
(comptroller,)  Jatrob  Suthcrlami  and  Samuel  K.  Betts, 
judges  of  the  supreme  court.  Chief  Justice  Spencer  and 
4uilge  Piatt,  but  especially  the  former,  wt-re  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  Governor  Yiites  for  niHking  this  nomina- 
tion so  soon  after  their  rejection.  Thfy  comp-ained  that 
they  had  not  sufficient  notice  of  the  time  whrn  the  gover- 
Bor  intenileii  to  make  thfir  nomination;  hut  they  particu- 
larly founil  fault  with  him  for  his  extrt  me  haste  in  mak- 
ing new  nominations.  They  charged  him  wiih  msincerity. 
They  seemed  to  suspect  that  he  had  st-nt  thfir  nanirs  to 
the  senate  for  the  mere  purpose  of  saving  app«*Hiani*es, 
with  a  full  knowledge,  and  perhaps  with  a  serri't  d«'sire, 
that  the  senate  would  reject  tlicm.  Th^y  thought,  after 
tlieir  rejection,  that  the  governr  r  ou«;ht  to  ha^c  refiUHMl 
lor  a  long  time,  if  not  indefinitely,  to  make  any  olli«,r  ap« 
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pointmenti.  In  thii  way  they  wouI(l,bya  ipeeiMoFle^ 
or  pnlitical  neceuUy,  have  betn  retained  in  oflice.  TliMi 
compleintg  appear  to  me  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  ratify 
ly,  groundless.  From  personal  comraunicationi  which  I 
then  tiud  with  the  governor,  I  had  every  reason  to  believe 
he  was  sincrerely  and  cordially  desirous  that  the  mbbU 
should  have  confirmed  his  nomination  of  the  old  judgMj 
and,  afler  the  strong  exprcssiDu  in  ihe  senate agaiast  thar 
appoinlmt-ni,  I  cannot  believe  that  Gov.  Yates  would  hiT* 
been  justifiable,  on  his  own  individual  responsibility,  te 
have  retained  men  in  high  offices  in  opposition  to  lbs 
public  will,  as  expressed  through  the  constitutional  orgta 
of  the  people — the  state  senate.  He  would  have  beeB| 
and  1  am  not  sure  but  that  he  would  deservedly  hare  bef , 
impeached.  The  senate  acted  with  great  promptnen  •■ 
the  second  nomination  of  judges  of  the  supreme  co«l^ 
for,  on  the  29th  of  January,  they  confirmed  the  DominatisB 
ot  John  Savage  anil  Jacob  Sutherland,  but  non-coDCumd 
in  that  of  Samuel  R.  Bells. 

M  r.  Savage  was  a  man  of  great  purity  of  chanwter  utd 
excellent  good  sense.  He  had, however, for  thetwo  yean 
next  precetling  his  appointment,  been  entirely  tletacbcd 
from  law  business,  and  inileed  bad  never  been  to  full 
practice  in  that  profession.  Mr.  Sutherland,  although 
confvBSrdly  a  man  of  genius  and  of  considerable  litcrwy 
taste  and  atiaininenls,  had,  at  no  period,  been  in  extenn** 
practice  as  a  lawyer;  and  for  some  years  previous  to  this 
time,  although  be  was  district  attorney  of  the  United 
Slates,  he  had  abandoned  the  practice  of  his  profession  ia 
the  city  of  Albany,  and  retired  to  a  farm  in  rather  an  \u(- 
fn-qiiinied  pitrt  of  ibe  county  of  Schoharie.  Although  nil 
men  bud  conlitlence  in  the  iiiRgrity  and  native  mental  c^ 
purity  of  xUvK  gentlemen,  yet  from  the  circumstances  I 
have  mentioneil,  the  bar  were  generally  apprehenave 
th^J  ihi!  tluties  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  woohl 
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ht  dinbMPgefi  in  a  manner  so  satisfactory  to  the 

monity  as  they  before  had  been,  and  that  the  high  ehar* 

Wter  of  that  tribunal  would  not  be  sustained  under  the 

vsw  goremment.     But  the  candor,  industry,  caution  wmit 

flBoellent  judgment  of  Chief  Justice  Sayage,  and  the  tA- 

Inrtt  and  genius  of  Judge  Sutherland,  together  with  the 

integrity  and  independence  exhibited  by  both,  soon  din^ 

pited  the  apprehensions  to  which  I  have  alluded.     In* 

deed,  these  nominations  were,  perhaps,  as  agreeable  fee 

Ibe  senate  as  any  which  could  have  been  made.     It  is  true 

Oen.  Root^s  name  was  mentioned  in  connection  with  iIm 

office  of  chief  justice,  and  Mr.  Cramer,  and  other  peiseaaJ 

Mentis  of  Col.  Young,  mentioned  him  as  a  suitable  peison 

lir  that  office,  or  for  the  office  of  chancellor.     In  fact  il 

was  rumored  that  he  was  pressed  very  hard  on  the  goyei^ 

■or  for  one  of  those  offices,  whether  with  his  consent  m 

net)  I  do  not  know.     But,  notwithstanding,  I  repeat,  tfast 

ie  nominations  could  have  been  made  which  would  hafie 

beien  generally  more  acceptable  than  those  which  were 

last  made  by  the  governor. 

Mr.    Betts,   whose    nomination   was   rejected  by   the 

lenate,   was   admitted  to    be   a  man  of  talents,  a  good 

lawyer,  and   of  unexceptionable  character.     Why   then 

should    the  senate   have   confirmed    the   nomination   of 

Savage  and  Sutherland,  and  rejected  that  of  Betts  t    The 

only  reason  given  by  the  senators  at  the  time,  was  that 

he  was  suspected  of  some  political  heresies.     What  those 

heresies  were,  I  was  never  informed.     It  may  be  that  he 

had   disapproved    of  some  of  the   acts  of  the  party  ia 

power;  but  I  conjecture  that  the  unfavorable  reports  in 

relation  to  the  political  orthodoxy  of  Mr.  Betts,  were  put 

afloat  by  the  friends  of  Judge  Wood  worth  in  the  senate 

(for  we  find  when  Mr.  Betts  "vas  afterwards  nominated 

ler  a  circuit  judge,  no  political  objections  were  urged 

Ja 
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■guBst  him,)  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  re-DomiiUH 
lion  of  thst  gentleman. 

Alter  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  goveraor  probably 
haring  been  assured  that  the  senate  or  a  majority  of  itf 
were  in  favor  of  Judge  Woodworth,  again  nominated  him. 
Hie  propriety  of  confirming  this  nomination,  was  debated 
with  considerable  asperity  in  the  senate.  From  his  age 
and  standing  as  a  practicing  lawyer,  Mr.  Woodworth, 
one  would  think  ought  to  have  been  appointed  chief 
justice,  but  so  far  from  that,  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
and  by  a  small  majority,  that  the  senate  concurred  in  hit 
tppointment  as  the  youngest  associate  judge. 

The  legislature  on  the  13th  of  February,  nearly 
manimously  appointed  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  secretary 
of  state,  William  L.  Marcy,  comptroller,  Simeon  D« 
Witt,  surveyor  general,  and  Alexander  M.  Muir,  com- 
nissary  general.  The  selection  of  all  these  gentlemen 
had  been  before  made  in  caucus.  At  no  period  before  or 
nnce,  has  caucus  law  been  more  readily  acquiesced  in,  and 
more  promptly  enforced  (han  the  present.  Whatever 
Tcre  the  biclccringfi  and  heat  manifested  before,  or  even 
at  the  caucus,  after  that  potent  a^isembly  had  decided,  no 
nan  dared  scarce  whisper  a  complaint,  no  "  dog  moved 
bis  tongue."  But  in  truth,  the  dominant  party  experi- 
enced very  little  difficulty  In  agreeing  in  caucus  to  support 
these  gentlemen.  There  was  no  controversy  except  in 
relation  to  the  office  of  surveyor  general  and  comptroller. 

Mr,  De  Wilt,  venerable  for  his  learning  and  itge,  and 
beloved  for  his  quiet  deportment  and  unostentatious  be- 
nevolence, was  a  Clintonian.  Un<ler  the  various  revolu- 
tions of  parties,  he  had  then  held  ibe  office  of  surveyor 
general  about  forty  years,  and  such  was  the  respect  felt 
for  his  character,  that  even  Judge  Skinner's  council  had 
not  ventured  to  flisturh  him.  On  this  occasion,  however, 
bin  re-appointment  was  opposed  in  caucus  and  an  opposi- 
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tion  candidate  named.  But  a  very  coDBiderable  majority  of 
the  democratic  members  present,  much  to  their  credit,  re- 
fused to  sanction  the  claims  of  the  opposing  candidate. 
Mr.  De  Witt  was  therefore  re-appointed,  but  his  salary 
was  reduced. 

The  most,  and  indeed  the  only  serious  contest  in  can- 
Cos,  was  in  relation  to  the  oflSce  of  comptroller,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam L.  Marcy  and  GeneralJames  Tallmadge  being  the  ri- 
Tal  candidates.  The  friends  of  Col.  Young  in  and  oat 
of  the  legislature,  who,  by  the  bye,  were  still  known  as 
a  distinct  corps,  headed  by  Mr.  John  Cramer  of  the 
#Aiate,  were  in  favor  of  Gen.  Tallmadge,  while  Ooy. 
Yates,  and  his  friends  in  the  legislature,  were  for  Mr. 
Marcy.  Mr.  Yan  Buren  was  then  at  Washington,  and  as 
far  as  he  could,  avoided  taking  any  part  in  the  strug- 
gle for  office  among  his  political  friends.  On  this  occa- 
sion, it  was  well  understood,  he  was  desirous  that  Mr. 
Marcy  should  be  appointed  in  preference  to  Mr.  Tall- 
madge. The  majority  in  caucus  for  Marcy  over  Tall- 
madge was  large.  We  shall  soon  see  Gen.  Tallmadge 
leading  off  a  portion  of  the  democratic  party  in  opposition 
to  the  majority  of  that  party. 

The  late  convention  had  disabled  the  governor  from 
appointing  to  office  without  the  consent  of  the  senate,  ex- 
cept in  one  single  instance.  It  gave  to  the  governor  the 
sole  right  of  appointing  the  adjutant  general.  The  gov- 
ernor being  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  there  was, 
unquestionably,  great  propriety  in  permitting  him  to  select 
from  his  own  personal  observation  and  preference,  the  of- 
ficer who  was  to  represent  him  in  fixing  and  arranging  the 
details  in  respect  to  that  important  branch  of  his  official 
duty.  Governor  Yates  selected  for  that  office,  William 
K.  Fuller,  Esq.  of  Madison  county,  a  man  of  great  suavi- 
ty of  manner,  and  perfectlv  amiable  in  his  disposition  and 
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cbsncter,  though  t^^Mrenllf  quite  dcstitate  of  martiti  un 
ind  propcmities. 

The  appotntmeBtfl  wkieh  onder  the  nev  convtitulion  it 
became  the  dutj  of Um  gorenrar  to  make,  such  as  county 
judges,  surrogates,  &c.)  were  all  ina<le  from  the  dominant 
party.  The  aelectiona  were  gmenlly  in  purauance  of  re- 
commendationi  of  I'ounty  neetingii,  compoaed  of  delegatek 
chosen  hj  the  respective  towns  in  each  county.  Whether 
they  were  good  or  bad,  the  gowrnor  ought  not,  siricttf 
speaking,  to  be  held  responsible,  when  it  is  considered 
that  according  to  the  law  of  party  which  then  prevailed, 
and  still  to  a  certain  extent  now  prevails,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  executive  to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the  majori 
ly  of  his  political  friemls,  when  their  voice  is  communica 
ted  to  him.  The  senate  was  more  rigid  in  the  execution 
of  the  law  of  party  than  even  the  governor.  I  give  lh« 
following  case  in  proof  of  this  allegation. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  banks,  it  had  been  usual  to 
appoint  a  notary  public  for  each  hank,  and  the  appointing 
power  1  believe  invariably  selected  such  person  for  that 
office,  as  was  recommended  by  the  board  of  directors,  in- 
asmuch as  he  was  in  some  degree  their  agent,  and  the 
bank  was  responsible  fbr  his  acts.  Either  the  cashier  or 
one  of  the  clerks  was,  so  far  aa  I  am  aware,  in  all  rasei 
•elected  as  a  notary,  irrespective  of  his  pnlittca)  opiniom. 

Chester  Bulkley,  teller  of  the  Slate  Bank,  had  for  « 
long  tine  been  the  notary  for  that  institution;  but  the 
amended  coastitutiou  had  vacated  all  offices,  and  it  became 
necessary  that  he  should  be  re-appointed.  He  was  a  mall 
of  irreproachable  morals  and  unexceptionable  charactef. 
The  governor  sent  in  his  naiac  to  the  senate,  and  they 
nfund  to  concur  w  Aw  nomvMtio*.  Though  less  of  • 
polilician  than  a  theologian,  (for  he  was  a  deacon  or  eliter 
in  tiic  Presbyterian  charob,)  solely  on  the  ground  that  he 
differed  in  his  political  opinions  from  the  dominant  partyi 
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die  lehate  rejected  bis  nomiiiationfortlie  petty  office  of  % 
notary  public  to  the  State  Bank  in  tbe  city  of  Ait»ny. 

In  the  course  of  tbe  seasion  the  legialature  passed  a  law 
fixing  the  number  of  the  circuit  judges  at  eight,  being  one 
for  each  senatorial  district.  The  selection  of  these  impoi^ 
tant  officers  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  as  well  as 
delicacy.  The  best  and  dearest  interests  of  community 
required  that  these  selectiont  should  be  made  judiciously^ 
and  with  great  care  and  caution.  The  importance  and 
dignity  of  the  station,  rendered  the  appointment  to  the 
office  desirable  to  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  in  the 
respective  districts*  Soon  after  the  aet  was  passed,  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  April,  the  governor 
nominated  to  the  senate  the  following  persons  for  circuit 
judges : 

For  the  First  circuit,  Ogden  Edwards, 
^<      Second,  Samuel  R.  BetU, 


u 

Third, 

William  A.  Duer 

u 

Fourth, 

Reuben  H.  Walworth, 

it 

Fifth, 

Nathan  Williams, 

u 

Sixth, 

Samuel  Nelson, 

ii 

Seventh, 

Enos  T.  Throop, 

<c 

Eighth, 

William  B.  Rochester. 

These  appointments  were  generally  exceedingly  judi- 
cious. I  believe  that  in  all  cases  the  expectation  of  the 
friends  of  the  respective  successful  candidates  were  fully 
Tea1ize<l.  The  act  fixing  the  number  and  compensation 
of  the  circuit  judges  was  passed  on  the  17th  April.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  the  governor  made  the  nominations, 
and  on  the  21st  April,  the  senate  confirmed  all  of  them. 

The  contest  or  collision  in  relation  to  these  appoint- 
ments, was  not  so  warm  as  might  have  been  anticipated. 
The  law  to  which  I  have  alluded,  was  a  long  time  on  ila 
passage  through  the  two  houses,  and  in  the  mean  time 
public  opinion,  (I  mean  the  opinion  of  the  democratic 
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party,)  wu  in  most  csBea  bo  distinctly  and  ntufftctorily 
ascertained  that  it  is  probable  that  the  unsucceaarul  com- 
petitors for  these  offices  perceived  that  it  would  be  wotib 
than  useless  to  persist  in  pressing  their  claims.  Tbe 
iharpest  contest  was  in  tbe  third  district.  Mr.  Ambrose 
L.  Jordan,  of  Hudson,  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  fot- 
nerly  of  the  counly  of  Otaego,  a  lawyer  of  respectable 
•landing,  who  has  since  acquired  high  eminence  at  tbe 
bar,  and  who  had  been  uniformly  a  democrat,  was  tba 
rival  candidate  of  Mr.  Duer.  His  appointment  waa 
pressed  with  great  zeal  by  a  considerable  number  of  mem 
bers  of  the  legislature  and  other  influential  politicians. 
The  friends  of  Mr.  Jordan  resisted  the  appointment  of 
Hr.  Duer,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  a  leader  of  tbe 
corps  of  highminded  federalisls,  and  they  insisted  that 
none  of  these  gentlemen  ought  to  be  appointed  to  office. 
A  large  number  of  the  veterans  in  the  ranks  of  the  de- 
mocracy took  this  ground.  Self  ioterest  may  have  had 
•ome  share  in  stimulating  the  promulgation  of  this  doc- 
trine; for  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  most  stupid  to  per- 
c«ve  that  the  greater  the  number  of  those  who  were  ex- 
cluded from  any  share  in  the  state  patronage  should  be, 
the  larger  would  be  the  share  of  it  which  was  to  be  divid- 
ed among  the  remaining  members  of  the  dominant  party. 
On  the  other  hand  the  high  minded  men  and  their  friendt 
claimed  that  they  had  done  much  to  bring  about  the  po- 
Ktical  revolution  which  had  resulted  in  the  prostration  of 
Qov.  Clinton,  and  they  insisted  on  receiving  some  share 
of  tbe  spoils  of  victory.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  although  at 
Washington  at  this  period  of  the  political  history  of  tbe 
state,  was  understood  to  be,  in  an  especial  manner,  the 
patron  of  the  high-minded  party,  and  be  was  supposed  t» 
be  and  probably  was  favorable  to  tbe  appointment  of  Mr. 
Duer. 
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Mr.  Jordu,  from  the  time  of  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion by  the  appointing  power,  has  been  the  steady  and 
uniform  oj^onent  of  Mr.  Van  Suren  and  the  party  who 
supported  him* 

Richard  Hiker  was  appointed  recorder  of  New-York. 
From  being  the  personal,  as  well  as  political  friend  of  De 
Witt  Clinton  from  the  year  1801,  down  to  1814,  when  by 
the  Tote  of  Mr.  Townsend,  a  Clintonian  member  of  the 
council  of  appointment,  he  was  prevented  from  being  ap- 
pointed a  judge  of  the  supreme  court;  he  had  now  become 
a  most  bitter  and  inveterate  opponent. 

There  were  few,  if  any  other  appointments  made  during 
this  year,  which  require  notice.  The  governor  upon  the 
meeting  of  the  senate  as  a  court  for  the  correction  of 
errors,  by  proclamation,  convened  them  for  executive  bu- 
siness, but  no  important  appointments  wore  made.  It  is 
not  impossible,  although  the  supposition  is  rather  unchari- 
table, that  this  call  uf  the  senate  may  have  been  made  on 
the  suggestion  ol  some  of  the  senators  to  accommodate 
themselves  with  double  travelling  fees. 

The  proceedings  of  the  legislature  during  this  session^ 
were  not  of  much  importance.  They  passed  no  general 
laws  deserving  notice,  except  such  as  were  absolutely  re- 
quired by  the  new  constitution.  The  fact  is,  if  we  speak 
of  this  senate  and  assembly  as  the  representatives  of  the 
great  state  of  New- York,  they  possessed  very  little  talent. 
I  have  already  mentioned  the  most  distinguished  memben 
of  the  assembly;  some  of  them,  it  is  true,  Mr.  Flagg  for 
instance,  have  since  distinguished  themselves,  and  given 
evidence  of  considerable  capacity  as  statesmen;  but  such 
of  them  as  afterwards  afforded  those  demonstrations,  were 
then  young  and  inexperienced. 

The  senate,  speaking  of  it  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  selection 
of  thirty-two  of  the  wisest  and  most  patriotic  men  which 
the  empire  state  could  produce,  was  very  inferior  in  cha- 
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neter.  Of  these  who  took  much  fut  id  legiiklioiif  M r. 
Bitft,  Mr.  Redfield,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  BowBe,Mr.  Bmuea, 
Mr.  Wberler,  Mr.  Snydnm,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Edward  P. 

EiivingEtoti,  Mr,  Hunter  Bod  Mr.  Beanlsley,  may  be  m«i> 
tioned  as  the  most  active.  Mr.  Burt  has  been  wreral 
times  before  mentioned  in  the  course  of  these  memoin. 
He  ms  not  an  educated  man,  but  he  was  shrewd  wil 
sagacious;  more  distinguiahed,  however,  as  a  msaagiig 
partisan,  than  as  a  legislator.  Of  Mr.  Suydam,  I  biYS 
ftmuerly  spoken.  Mr.  Cramer  of  Saratoga,  posHond 
considerable  talent, and  great  energy  of  mind;  but  hewas 
wo  tenacious  in  the  pursuit  of  hia  own  individual  prejeclSf 
that  it  warped  aod  injuriously  affected  all  his  politiol 
letiens.  He  was  the  devoted  friend  of  Col.  Young,  aad 
WW  very  much  disappointed  and  chagrined  that  Mr.  Y.  was 
Bot  made  governor  instead  of  Mr.  Yates.  All  his  politick 
■Mtrements  were  regulated  with  a  view  to  embarrass,  d^ 
grade  and  disgrace  the  governor,  in  the  hope  that  Mr 
TotiBg  would  supplant  him. 

Of  Mr.  Bowne,  I  have  before  spoken.  He  was  tht 
■teady  friend  of  Van  Buren,  and  was  quite  indiCerent 
dHHit  the  fote  of  either  Gov.  Yates  or  Mr.  Young. 

Mr.  Bronson  was  a  shrewd,  sagacious  merchant  fntk 
Oswego.  He  had  been  a  federalist,  and  still  was  prettf 
strongly  imbued  with  what  may  be  called  federal  prinoi- 
plea;  but  he  was  too  much  of  a  correct  business  msn,  not 
to  fall  in  with,  and  carry  out  in  good  faith,  the  usages  ati4 
discipline  of  the  party  which  had  elected  him — so  far,  at 
my  rate,  as  the  distribution  of  the  state  patronage  was 
aOBCemed. 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Livingston  was  a  man  of  grava  aati 
dignified  appearance.  Every  word,  look,  and  acticdi) 
ariDced  family  pride,  and  high  aristocratic  feeling.  Ha 
poaaessed  a  sound  mind  and  judgment,  but  the  action  of 
Us  intellectual  poweia  was  dull  and  heavy. 
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Mr.  HunteTi  too,  belonged,  by  education  and  associa- 
tieii)  to  the  North  River  aristocracy,  and  was  possessed  of 
great  wealth.  He  is,  however,  courteous  in  his  deport- 
ment, and  possesses  popular  manners.  His  talents  art 
respectable,  and  he  has  since  proved  himself  to  be  a  saft 
wmd  highly  useful  legislator.  He  does  not,  like  most  rich 
men,  claim  that  you  shall  admit  the  truth  of  his  reasoning 
becaust*  he  is  rirh,  but  because  ho  is  right. 

Mr.  Samuel  Beardsley  hail  never  before  belonged  to  a 
legislative  body.  He  was  the  youngest  member  of  tbt 
senate,  but,  although  he  was  the  youngest,  he  was  by  far 
the  most  eiEcient.  Though  it  was  not  then  generally 
acknowleilged,  he  possessed  intellectual  powers  of  the 
highest  order,  which,  since,  as  a  member  of  congress,  and 
at  the  bar  of  our  superior  courts,  he  has  demonstrated  la 
Ifae  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public.  •  As  a  member  of  tha 
aenate,  he  was  perfectly  honest  in  his  political  opiniona; 
but  he  was  a  pariizan  of  the  most  rigid  stamp;  at  the  sama 
time,  it  is  proper  to  say,  he  was  kind,  courteous  and 
friendly  to  all  with  whom  he  associated,  of  whatever  seet 
or  party. 

Gen.  Root,  the  president  of  the  senate,  has  already  oo« 
cupied  so  large  a  space  in  these  sketches,  that  I  need  not 
apeak  of  him.  It  is,  however,  proper  to  remark,  that  he 
possessed  a  very  powerful  influence  in  the  body  over 
which  he  presided  with  distinguished  ability,  and  that  his 
influence  in  the  legislaiure,  and  in  the  state,  never  was 
greater  than  it  was  at  this  time. 

In  the  early  part  oi  this  winter,  Mr.  Cantine,  oneof  tha 
editors  of  tht*  Argus  and  printer  to  the  state,  died,  and  on 
the  3lst  of  Mart'h,  a  law  passed  both  houses,  appointing 
£«lwin  Croswell  and  Isaac  Q.  Leake  state  printers.  Mr* 
Lieake  was  a  man  ol  sf*nie  literary  taste  and  of  respectahla 
attainments.  He  was  fond  of  works  of  genius,  and  iar 
deei,  1  have  been  told,  that  he  himself  wrota  poelry  wUh 
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conaiderable  success.  He  wasj  howerer,  io  feebla  holtlif 
uid  of  an  extrcffle  nervous  temperament ;  so  much  to,  u 
quite  unfitted  him  for  the  political  arena  of  Albany.  Mr. 
Croswell  was  then  quite  young.  He  bad  been  brought  Dp  a 
printer  at  Catskill,  and  he  came  from  that  viltage  to  Al- 
bany to  attend  the  funeral  of  bis  former  neighbor  and 
frieod,  Judge  Cantine.  While  at  Albany,  Mr.  B.  F.  Bab> 
ler,  Judge  Duer,  and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Cantine,  and  of 
the  newspaper  of  which  he  had  been  the  senior  editor, 
urged  Mr.  Croswell  to  remain  a  while  with  them  to  talu 
care  of  the  pecuniary  interest  of  bis  deceased  friend,  ao 
lar  as  that  interest  was  connected  with  the  Albany  Argus, 
and  to  assist  in  the  edilorial  management  of  the  paper. 
Mr.  Croswell  consented,  and  was  soon  persuaded  to  con- 
nect himself  with  Mr.  Leake  and  was,  as  I  hare  just  sta^ 
ted,  during  the  session  of  that  winter,  appointed  one  of 
the  printers  to  the  state.  The  situation  was  not  sought 
for  by  Mr.  Croswell.  Indeed,  I  bare  reason  to  know  that  * 
be  accepted  it  with  great  hesitation  and  reluctance.  It 
required  him  to  hazard  heavy  pecuniary  responsibtUtia; 
and  the  duration  of  time  he  might  be  permitted  to 
hold  the  office  was,  like  that  of  all  other  offices  in  the 
state  ot  New-York,  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  appoint- 
ing power,  extremely  uncertain.  Another  consideratioB 
which  operated  forcibly  upon  his  mind  was,  that  thia 
change  of  his  position  would  render  it  necessary  for  Uh 
to  abandon  the  management  of  a  mild  and  almost  neutra] 
village  paper,  and  a  quiet  and  attractive  country  life,  and 
cast  himself  into  the  arena  of  party  contests;  and  to  aa- 
■nme  the  responsibility  and  labors  of  conducting  tlba 
political  metropolitan  journal  in  the  state.  But  haT» 
ing  taken  his  determination,  his  friends  were  soon  coi^ 
▼inced  that  they  had  correctly  estimated  his  talents, 
■nd  their  anticipations  of  his  ability  and  usefulness  aa 
an  editor,  were  more  than  lealiced.    It  aoon  appeared 
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that  the  Albany  Argus,  under  his  management,  was  a 
yery  different  paper  from  that  which  it  had  been  under 
hit  predecessors.  Of  his  merits  or  demerits  as  a  wri- 
ter or  newspaper  editor,  I  do  not  mean  to  speak,  fur- 
ther than  to  say,  that  he  has  made  his  paper  a  true  organ 
of  the  party  whose  principles  it  proposed  to  represent. 
Cool,  cautious  and  calculating,  Mr.  Crosweil  has  never,  in 
the  course  of  the  long  warfare  he  has  conducted,  allowed 
himself  to  be  thrown  off  his  guard  by  friend  or  foe.  I 
doubt  much,  whether  the  United  States  can  furnish  an 
editor  of  more  and  better  tact  in  conducting  a  controver- 
sy, or  in  quieting  divisions  and  animosities  among  his  own 
political  friends,  than  Edwin  Crosweil.  As  a  politician,  he 
may  have  placed  too  firm  a  leliance  upon  the  power  of  par- 
ty discipline,  but  this  is  an  error  common  to  his  leading 
political  friends,  not  even  excepting  from  them  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  They  seem  hardly  yet  to  have  realized,  that  by  the 
abolition  of  the  council  of  appointment,  and  the  electing 
by  the  people  of  sheriffs,  clerks  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  the  central  power  has  lost  the  means  of  reward- 
ing and  punishing,  without  which,  discipline  cannot  be 
maintained.  Is  it  immoral  for  an  editor  to  permit  his  pa- 
per to  be  the  organ  of  a  political  party  ?  Certainly  not,  if 
we  in  the  exercise  of  common  charity  allow  him  to  be 
honest  in  his  belief,  that  the  success  of  the  party  to  which 
he  devotes  his  paper,  will  better  advance  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  than  that  of  the  adverse  party. 

Early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Morse,  from  New- York,  offer- 
ed, in  the  assembly,  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

^^Resolvedj  (if  the  honorable  the  senate  concur  herein,) 
That  the  practice  of  addressing  the  governor  by  the  title 
of  his  excellency;  and  the  senate  and  assembly,  the 
members  and  officers  thereof,  and  several  other  officers  of 
the  government,  by  the  title  of  honorable,  be  discontinu- 
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ed  and  abolished,  w  incompatible  with  Uw  republicHk 
form  and  principles  of  the  constitution." 

The  next  day  after  tbe  passage  of  this  resolutioD,  Gep, 
McClure,  from  Steuben  county,  moved  to  re-consiiter  it 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  uncourteous,  and  render 
the  state  authorities  ridiculous  in  tbe  eyes  of  citizens  of 
the  neighboring  states.  The  motion  for  re-consiileratioM 
was  seconded  and  supported  by  Mr,  Birdseye,  from  Od^ 
ondaga,  and  Mr.  Holdridge,  from  Columbia,  and  was  ear- 
ned by  a  large  majority.  For  my  part  I  can  not  boi 
think  that  Mr.  Morse  was  right  and  the  majority  wroi^ 
Those  empty  titles  of  "  excellency"  and  *'  bononibii;" 
seem  to  me  to  he  unsuitable  to  the  genius  of  our  civil  ui4 
social  institutions.  What  is  a  governor,  a  judge,  or  a. 
member  of  the  legislature  but  a  mere  agent,  a  servant  of 
the  peoplet  Why  should  be  be  "  hung  o'er  with  litlei 
and  strung  round  with  strings"!  The  great  number  of 
men  among  us  who  claim  the  title  of  "  excellency"  and 
"honorable"  has  already  exposed  us  to  the  ridicule  qf 
foreigners.  It  is  to  be  sure  a  mere  matter  of  taste,  but  in 
my  judgment  it  is  bad  taste.  The  names  of  Csemr,  Bni» 
tus,  Scipio,  Cicero,  &c.  require  no  addition  of  title  tp 
command  our  respect  and  ailmiralion.  Is  our  veneraiioa 
for  the  memory  of  George  Washington  increased  by  ad- 
ding to  his  name  the  title  of  hU  txcdlmcy  7  Would  nur 
respect  for  Brutus  be  increased  if,  when  he  was  recalled 
to  our  recollection,  he  should  be  denominated  the  honora- 
ble Marcus  Brutus,  or  should  we  admire  Cicero  more  than  , 
ve  now  do,  if,  in  speaking  of  him,  historians  should  no^t 
name  him  without  the  addition  of  Ait  excellency  Marcus 
Tuliius  Ciceiol 

A  great  question,  during  this  winter,  began  to  s^tata 
the  public  mind,  which,  in  one  short  year,  broke  into  frag- 
ments that  formidable  party,  which  now  ruled  without  tb« 
least  posuble  check,  the  state  of  New- York. 
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Mr.  Monroe  commenced  his  second  and  last  term  of 
the  presidency  on  the  4th  March,  1821|  and  so  early  as 
ihe  winter  of  1822,  the  National  Intelligencer  complain- 
ed Chat)  although  he  had  then  more  than  three  years  to 
«erve,  the  question  as  to  who  his  successor  should  be,  al- 
ready occupied  most  intensely  the  minds  of  politicians  at 
Washington,  disturbed  legislation  and  embarrassed  the 
action  of  congress.  It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  man  that 
this  excitement  should  diminish.  It  did  not;  but  on  the 
contrary  steadily  increased. 

There  seemed  not  to  be,  at  this  time,  any  question  of 
measures,  about  which  the  nation  was  divided.  The 
polii7  of  protecting  American  industry  by  a  slight  duty 
en  foreign  importations,  was  adopted  in  1816,  as  well 
liy  the  support  and  votes  of  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Cal 
boun  of  South-Carolina,  and  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Newton 
of  Vii^inia,  Mr.  Forsyth  of  Georgia,  and  other  southern 
gentlf-men,  as  by  Mr.  Clay  and  the  members  from  New 
York,  New-Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Webster,  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  representatives  from  New-England, 
were,  in  1816,  opposed  to  protecting  duties.  The  south, 
in  1823,  had  not,  as  a  body,  taken  ground  against  a  tariff^ 
either  as  unconstitutional,  or,  indeed,  inexpedient.  Of 
the  several  candidates  spoken  of  for  president,  none  were 
supportetl  or  opposed  on  account  of  any  particular  mea- 
sures which  th**y  respectively  advocated  or  condemned. 
The  question  about  the  selection  of  a  candidate,  was^  in 
fact,  personal,  not  political;  but  this  circumstance,  instead 
of  rendering  it  less,  caused  it  to  be  more  exciting.  The 
names  of  many  gentlemen  were  mentioned  as  candidates, 
but  the  number  gradually  diminished,  until  the  contest 
finally  seemed  to  be  confined  to  WiHiam  H.  Crawford, 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  John  Qjincy  Adams,  secretary  of 
state;  Henry  Clay,  speaker  of  the  house  of  rep'fesrntativeai 
John  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war;  and  Uen.  Andrew 
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JadEMHi,  at  that  time,  I  beliere,  a'  private  citizf  n.  Of  the 
peculiar  and  distinctive  traits  or  eharecler  of  thesa  fi«b 
men,!  need  notspeak.  They  have  beeo  long  well  kno#fe 
to  every  intelligent  reader.  It  is,  however,  proper  to  MJ^ 
that  each  of  them,  during  thewarwith  Great  Britain,  wcM 
ardent  and  efGcient  supporters  of  Mr.  Madison's  admiai* 
(ration,  and  zealous  members  of  the  national  dembcrAb 
parly.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  the  youngest  of  the'five,iiMI 
he  had  been  long  eminently  distinguished  in  the  semdfsjlf 
the  nation.  His  profound  arquainiance  with  the  ipruuq^' 
pies  of  (he  government,  and  genius  of  the  constitutionjliui  . 
wonderful  powers  of  mind,  and  his  energy  of  rhiiranli% 
were  well  known.  At  the  head  of  the  war  departmmt% 
a  time  of  profound  peacre,  he  impressed  his  geniua  on  til 
ita  operations,  and  never  before,  nor  since,  has  the  inQutafk 
of  that  branch  of  the  executive  government  been  so  efiolt 
ive,  or  so  much  felt,  as  when  Mr.  Calhoun  presided  ovar 
it.  His  bold  and  enterprising  mind  could  not  tiiil  to  c% 
cite  universal  admiration,  particularly  among  the  youil^ 
men  in  the  nation.  And  I  could  not  but  remark,  when  tbt  ' 
presidential  question  was  first  agitated,  that  scarcely  cooM 
be  found  an  enterprising  young  man  for  whom  Calbona 
was  not  his  favorite  candidate.  It  was  known  South-Car 
rolina  would  be  for  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  it  was  suppoael 
that  Pennsylvania  and  several  of  the  south-western  statH 
preferred  him  to  any  other  man.  Mr.  Clay's  friends  cob* 
•istcd  of,  I  presume,  a  majority  of  the  old  republicari 
members  of  congress  in  the  different  stales  of  the  unioa^ 
and  a  very  lai^e  majority  of  the  people  of  the  western 
states.  Pew  men  ever  lived  who  possessed,  by  dint  of 
personal  address,  greater  power  over  the  human  mind 
than  Henry  Clay;  and  it  was  probably  more  owing  to  bii 
fescinating  social  quitlitics,  than  to  his  great  and  unrivalled 
powera  as  an  orator,  (hat  so  many  of  his  old  congressional 
anociates  and  acquaintance  adhered  to  him. 
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Wlien  Gen.  Jaclcson  was  first  announced  as  a  candidate^ 
it  was  not  known  nor  scarcely  anticipated  that  he  would 
receive  the  support  of  more  than  one  state — Tennessee— 
but  discerning  and  thinking  men  soon  perceived  that  his 
military  achievements  had  given  him  a  hold  on  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  which  rendered  him  a  formidable 
competitor;  it  was  however  long  before  any  considerable 
number  of  politicians  of  standing  and  influence  declared 
themselves  in  his  favor.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  first 
eminent  man  at  the  north  who  announced  a  determination 
to  support  him. 

A  large  majority  of  the  republicans  of  New-England, 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  same  party  in  the  other 
northern  and  in  the  middle  states,  were  for  John  Quincy 
Adams.  In  this  state,  to  me,  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
majority  of  the  democratic  party  were  at  heart  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Adams.  They  considered  that  he  had,  from  the 
time  of  the  embargo,  in  the  year  1807,  down  to  the  peri- 
od about  which  I  am  now  writing,  uniformly  support- 
ed the  democratic  party  in  the  nation,  in  opposition  to 
1  majority  of  his  old  friends  in  New-England  and  even 
in  his  own  state  of  Massachusetts.  They  were  tired  too 
of  defending  themselves  against  the  charge  of  supporting 
southern  men,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  nocMiern  section  of 
the  union,  and  they  were  anxious  to  be  relieved  from  that 
reproach.  Another  consideration  probably  had  an  effect 
on  the  minds  of  some  republicans  who  were  bitterly  hos- 
tile to  Mr.  Clinton.  They  considered  Mr.  Adams  the 
natural  rival,  at  the  north,  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  they  be- 
lieved, if  I  he  former  could  be  elected  president,  it  would 
forever  put  at  rest  the  claims  of  the  latter.  But  the  lead* 
ing  poliiifians  of  the  dominant  party  reasoned  difTerently. 
They  believed  that  the  most  advantageous  ally  of  New-- 
York  was  Virginia,  who,  they  supposed,  would  ultimately 
control  tiie  great, — the  compact  south.     They  thought, t00| 
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tlwt  the  election  of  either  Adamw,  CUy^  Calhoun  or  Jack* 
■on^  and  especially  the  election  of  Adamsy  would  leMl4f| 
an  amalgamation  of  partiesy  an  event  they  most  conlUII|( 
deprecated;  and  therefore  it  was,  that  Mr.  Van  BwvR^ 
Gen.  Root,  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  other  leading  and  inflnffif 
tial  men  of  the  democratic  party,  supported  Mr.  Cniwfoi^ 
who,  it  was  well  known,  would  be  sustained  by  VicgiofH^ 
Georgia,  and,  it  was  believeil,  most  of  the  southern  4lr. 
mocracy;  and  they  judged,  and  I  have  no  doubt  correqlj^ 
judged,  that  a  majority  of  the  leading  and  influcB|i|4 
democrats  in  the  union  concurred  in  the  policy  of  supp^rUp 
ing  Mr.  Crawford. 

Mr.  Crawford  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  at  this  periadf 
much  the  strongest  candidate  in  the  nation.  As  one  ^H] 
decisive  evidence  of  this,  all  the  other  candidates  m4 
their  respective  friends,  though  opposed  to  each  olkc% 
united  in  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Crawford.  The  tx^ 
demonstration  of  this  union  was  an  opposition  of  all  ttp 
friends  of  the  four  candidates  in  congress,  against  a  CM^ 
g^essional  caucus  to  nominate  a  president— a  meMiwt 
which  was  advocated  by  the  friends  of  Crawford. 

This  state  of  things  alarmed  the  leaders  of  the  dHB#* 
cratic  party  at  Albany,  who  now  were  known  by  the  a|K 
pellation  of  tha^Albany  Regency.  Adams,  Jackson,  CS^Ir 
houn  and  Clay,  as  well  as  Crawford,  had  c^ch  many  an*' 
dent  friends  in  the  democratic  party.  Mr.  Clinton  waftt^l 
effectually  prostrated  that  the  fear  of  his  success  could  m 
longer  be  used  to,  as  it  were,  force  a  union  of  actiM 
among  his  old  opponents.  In  this  emergency,  a  legiahii 
tive  caucus  was  called  at  the  capitol  on  the  22il  April^Jit 
which  Walter  Bowne  was  appointed  chairman,  and  Janiaa 
Mullett,  Jun,,  of  Cliautauque,  secretary.  Root,  Kdl* 
field,  Dudley,  P.  R.  Livingston,  Gardner,  Goodell|Binla>* 
e}*e  and  Wager  were  appointed  a  committee  lo  draft  Kfttp 
itttions.     The  meeting  finally  resolved  that  a  congnxpiQi^ 
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tl  caucus  for  the  nomination  of  a  president  ought  to  be 
heldi  and  that  such  nomination  ought  to  be  supported. 
The  proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ugton,  but  failed  of  producing  the  desired  efiect.  A 
majority  of  the  democratic  members  of  congress  decided 
against  a  caucus.  This  decision  |  as  I  have  before  re- 
marked, was  produced  by  an  union  of  the  friends  of  Ad* 
amS|  Clay,  Calhoun  and  Jackson,  in  opposition  to  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

The  difference  of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  selection  of 
a  successor  to  Mr.  Monroe,  was  not  confined  to  politicians, 
or  to  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  state  of 
New- York.  It  existed  among  the  people,  and  particularly 
among  those  who  belonged  to  the  democratic  party.  The 
conductors  of  republican  newspapers,  located  in  various 
parts  of  the  state,  differed  in  their  views;  and  although 
most  of  them  were  extremely  cautious  about  committing 
themselves,  it  was  evident  from  their  tone  that  differences 
existed  among  them. 

In  the  city  of  New- York,  a  schism  broke  out  which  was 
not  anticipated,  but  which  produced,  for  a  time,  a  total 
disruption  of  all  political  organization  in  that  city. 

Maj.  M.  M.  Noah,  a  man  of  wit  and  talents,  who  for 
several  years  past  had  been  editor  of  the  National  Ad- 
vocate, which  claimed  to  be  the  only  true  republican  paper 
in  the  city,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  New- 
York  American,  conducted  by  Mr.  Charles  King,  had  been, 
by  Mr.  Skinner's  council,  made  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New- York.  He  had  also  applied  for  some  share  in  the 
state  priming,  or  rathei  to  have  a  law  passed  directing 
that  a  portion  of  the  legal  notices,  which  by  law  were  re- 
quired to  be  published  in  the  state  paper,  should  be  pub- 
lished in  his  paper,  and  in  this  application  be  was  unsuc- 
cessful.    His  ill-success  led  him  to  complain  of  the    bad 

frith  of  some  of  the  leading  democrats  in  New- York.  anA-' 

I 
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the  dictatorial  tone  vhich  he  asaumed,  drew  upon  htm  ths  >' 
hostility  of  Messrs.  Sh&rpe,UlBboefier,Roinaiiie,  Piaioa^tff 
and  other  powerful  men  in  the  democratic  ranks.  The  COi^'  t' 
sequence  wasj  that  although  he  was  regularly  nominated't»'>" 
be  supported  at  an  election  of  sheriff  in  New-Yotk,"av'.n> 
many  of  his  old  democratic  friends  opposed  him  thattou" 
was  defeated.  The  New- York  American  took  dedtMia* 
grouDil  against  him.  Early  in  the  summer,  that  paper'BBMiii- 
nounced  its  preference  for  Mr.  Adams  as  the  next  pttA^-" 
dent  Mr.  Noah,  in  the  National  Advocate,  came  ool 
warmly  in  &vor  of  Mr.  Crawford, and  denounced  all  pef*  * 
sons  as  traitors  to  the  democratic  cause  who  opposed  luM*  ^•* 

In  this  state  of  things,  a  new  paper  was  established  ilt"^> 
New- York,  called  the  New- York  Patriot,  which  was  pltt^^^^ 
under  the  management  of  Charles  K.  Gardner,  who  liwl>*'<' 
during  the  war  been  aid  to  Gen.  Brown,  and  who,  until'-'; 
recently,  has  been  one  of  the  assistant  post  master  genai'^" 
rals.  The  object  of  this  paper  was  not  apparently  tV'i" 
support  any  individual  of  the  several  prendential  cuM^^ ' 
dates,  but  to  oppose  the  election  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

Mr.  Henry  Wheaton,  formerly  the  editor  of  the  S^r  '-' 
tional  Advocate,  end  now  on  a  foreign  mission,  was  Mta»^-':- 
sibly  the  most  efficient  agent  in  (he  establishment  of  thil 
periodical;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Calhon^' "« 
influence  was  exerted  in  getting  up  its  publication. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  these  efforts  which  were  beiiig  "' 
made  to  produce,  and  which  in  fact  were  producing  is  ' 
impressioti  among  the  people  unfavorable  to  the  elecUob  <  '• 
of  Mr.  Crawford;  experienced  men  apprehended  that  tf 
the  election  of  the  members  of  the  next  legislature  -ing-i-" 
conducted  in  the  usual  way,  an  influence  would  be  exerted'''- 
on  that  body,  which  no  man  knew  how  to  wield  belter  than  "" 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  through  the  Albany  Regency,  whidl' 
would  result  in  the  choice  of  presidential  electors  wW'-^ ' 
would  vote  for  Hr.  Crawford;  for  it  must  not  be  forgot  - 
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thai  time  the  electors  were  chosen  bj  the  le- 


gislature. 

With  a  view  to  guard  against  such  a  result,  it  was 
«994  thai  Uia  electors  ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  people. 
^  If  the  majority  of  the  people  are  for  Mr.  Crawford/'  said 
his  opponents,  ^*  we  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  their  detennina* 
tioo;  if  not,  let  their  will  be  carried  into  execution."  This 
plan  was  formed  by  a  citisen  of  Albany,  whose  name  has 
sever  been  mentioned,  but  who  communicated  it  to  Mr. 
Wbeat6n,  of  New-York,  and  immediately  the  New-York 
Patriot  took  strong  ground  in  fiiTor  of  the  measure.  The 
Clintonian  party  had  heretofore  maintained  a  neutral  at- 
titude in  respect  to  the  presidential  candidates,  but  they 
iastipntly  took  ground  in  favor  of  this  measure  and  declar- 
ed tlieir  readiness  to  support  any  candidate  Tor  a  member 
of  the  legislature  who  would  avow  himself  in  favor  of 
giving  to  the  people  the  right  of  appointing  the  presi* 
dential  electors*  The  proposition  was  so  well  and  favor- 
ibly  received  by  the  people,  that  no  candidate,  however 
regularly  nominated  by  a  democratic  caucus,  dared  avow 
his  opposition  to  the  measure.  Many  of  them  were  re- 
quired publicly  to  pledge  themselves,  if  elected,  to  vote 
for  the  proposed  law,  and  I  have  now  before  me  a  country 
paper,  (the  Cherry  Valley  Gazette,)  of  November,  1823, 
which  alleges  that  seventy-five  of  the  members  elect  to 
the  assembly,  had,  before  the  election,  actually  pledged 
their  word  to  vote  for  an  electoral  law. 

The  Clintonian  party  were  probably  as  much  divided 
in  opinion,  as  to  the  individual  who  ought  to  be  the  next 
president,  as  were  the  members  of  the  democratic  party; 
but  the  former  class  of  politicians  were  ready,  most  evi- 
dently, to  unite  in  any  scheme  which  would  prostrate  the 
Albany  Regency  and  the  democratic  party. 

The  democratic  opponents  of  Mr.  Crawford,  of  a  con- 
peinonal  caucus,  of  Van  Buren  and  the  Albany  Regency 
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assumed  to  themselves  the  name  of  the  Pkopls's  PABTTf 
and  in  counties  where  thej  believed  they  had  su£SdeBt' 
strength  to  elect  their  candidates,  they  made  nominatiodl- 
ID  opposition  to  the  regular  democratic  candidates,  under 
that  cognomen.  The  people's  party  denominated  that  ' 
portion  of  the  democratic  party  which  supported  Mr  ■ 
Crawford,  the  Regency  party. 

In  the  city  of  NeW'York,  a  people's  ticket  for  anonblj,  ' 
of  which  Henry  Wheaton  stood  at  the  bead,  was  nomina- 
ted and  elected.    In  the  first  aenate  district,  David  Gard- 
ner, a  member  of  the  people's  party,  was  chosen.  *  la  ' 
Dutchess  county,  Gen.  Tallniadge  was  nominated  by  tba 
same  party,  and  elected  by  s  large  majority.     In  Mont 
gomeryjUenryCunningharo;  in  Schenectady,  Isaac  Riggi|  - 
and  in  Washington,  John  Crary  and  Exra  Smith,  wera 
self-nominated  candidates,  and  all  of  tbem  triumphantlj 
sustained  by  the  people.     The  majority  in  each  of  thoai 
counties,  for  the  self-nominated  candidates,  was  very  great 
These  developments  indicateil  that,  if  the  dominant  party 
was  not  broken  up,  its  dissolution  was  rapidly  approach- 
ing. 

In  the  senate,  the  following  changes  took  place,  b 
the  first  district,  Mr.  Gardner  was  elected,  in  place  of  Mr. 
King;  in  the  second,  William  Nelson,  in  place  of  Mtr. 
Hunter;  in  the  third,  Jacob  Haight,  in  place  of  Judge  ' 
Sutheitand;  in  the  fourth,  Silas  Wright,  Jun.,  in  lieu  of 
Mr.  £rwin;  in  the  fifth.  Parley  Eeyes,  in  place  of  Samuel 
Beardsley,  who  was  appointed  United  Slates  district  attor- 
ney; in  the  sixth,  Latliam  A.  Burrows,  in  place  of  Gene- 
ral Hathaway;  in  the  seventh,  Jedediah  Morgan,  in  plaea 
of  Mr.  Bowker;  and  in  the  eighth,  John  Bowman,  ia 
place  of  Mr.  Porter. 

Messrs.  Gardner,  Nelson,  Haight  and  Burrows,  thoil^ 
not  all  of  them  elected  as  such,  subsequently  acted  with 
the  people's  party. 
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Chancellor  Kent's  term  of  service  expired  in  the  month 
of  July.  On  that  occasion,  the  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  city  of  New- York,  held  a  meeting,  at  which  the  vene- 
rable Richard  Harrison  presided,  and  William  Johnson, 
the  reporter,  was  secretary.  Resolutions,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Emmet,  were  adopted,  highly  complimentary  to 
the  official  character  and  services  of  the  Chancellor;  and 
Messrs.  Emmet,  John  Wells,  Samuel  Jones  and  Boyd, 
were  appointed  to  draft  an  address  to  him,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted.  The  address  was  so  excellent,  and 
what,  on  these  occasions  is  too  unusual,  so  strictly  just 
and  in  conformity  to  truth,  that  I  cannot  deny  myself  the 
pleasure  of  transcribing  it : 

^To  James  Kent,  Ckancdlor  of  the  State  ofJfeuhYork. 

^^  Sir, — ^The  gentlemen  of  the  bar  of  tliis  city,  sensible 
of  the  inestimable  benefits  which  your  judicial  labors  have 
conferred  on  the  community,  and  with  hearts  touched  by 
tie  affectionate  language  in  which  you  announced  the 
close  of  your  last  term,  cannot  refrain  at  the  moment 
when,  by  the  constitution,  your  official  duties  are  to  cease, 
from  expressing  their  deep  rf  gret  at  the  event,  and  offer- 
ing to  you  the  tribute  of  their  sincere  respect  and  esteem. 
They  might,  perhaps,  on  this  occasion,  at  least,  be  excused 
for  doubting  the  wisdom  of  that  constitutional  provision 
that  compels  you,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  your  intel- 
lectual faculties,  to  relinquish  a  station  you  have  filled 
with  consummate  ability,  and  with  the  greatest  honor  and 
advantage  to  the  state. 

<^  It  is,  now,  five  and  twenty  years  since  you  accepted  a 
teat  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court,  and  where  you, 
afterwards  presided,  more  than  ten  years,  before  your  a}>- 
pointment  to  that  court  in  which  for  an  almost  equal 
period,  your  administration  of  equity  has  shed  a  new  lus- 
tre on  that  bench  of  legal  science,  without  which,  wa 
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think,  no  system  of  jurisprudence  can  be  complete^  or  Omi 
obligations  of  justice  effectually  enforceil. 

^^  During  this  long  coutse  of  serticcs,  so  uwfal  liU 
honorablei  and  which  will  form  the  uost  brilliant  pMii 
in  our  juridical  history ,  you  have  by  a  series  of  dedsMps^. 
in  law  and  equity,  distinguished  alike  for  practical  ^iMlh 
dom,  profound  leamingi  deep  research,  and  accurate  w^ 
crimination,  contributed  to  establish  the  fiibric  of  *Mr 
jurisprudence  on  those  sound  principles  that  hiTetfllM 
sanctioned  by  the  experience  of  manldnd,  and  ezpodMMl 
by  the  venerable  and  enlightened  sages  of  the'  'flhr. 
Though  others  may  hereafter  enlarge  and  adorn  thi'iJK- 
fice  whose  deep  and  solid  foundations  were  laid  by^^i^ 
wise  and  patriotic  framers  of  our  government,  U^illit 
common  law,  which  they  claimed  for  the  people  as.^lllir 
noblest  inheritance,  your  labors  on  this  magnificent  strao- 
ture  will  forever  remain  eminently  conspicuous,  comnunid* 
ing  the  applause  of  the  present  generation  and  exciong 
the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

'^  The  industry  and  xeai  with  which  you  have  appIieilaD 
the  energies  and  resources  of  an  active  and  vigorona   ^' 


.^''-'»• 


to  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  and  increasing  diitiei  of 


*  *'•* 


your  station,  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  tlie  W^ 
and  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  faithful  and  impfdi^jpl 
administration  of  justice.  The  simplicity  and  cando^  W 
your  deportment  have  rendered  the  performance  of  our  jjm» 
fessional  duties  at  all  times  easy  and  pleasant,  whibl  uo 
promptness  of  your  decisions  has  removed  alt  cause  W 
complaint  among  suitors,  who  have  learned  with  sui^i 
that  controversies  the  most  intricate  and  perplexed,  Jiitj 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion  in  a  court  of  chanceryi  with 
as  little  delay,  as  an  ordinary  suit  at  common  law.'  IIm 
only  have  the  merits  of  every  case  been  carefully  inv^lor 
gated  and  attentively  considered,  but  no  pains  have'JMil 
spared  by  you,  in  explaining  the  reasons  of  every  de6iiyiS&: 


;•»  ^?? 


,A  iaid  JBdUdal  opnions,  the  most  Imninoiui  and  learned, 
i,{;k»Te  UHiliweted  the  experienced|  as  well  as  the  young  of 
.iiAat  'proiiNuon  which  you  have  adorned  by  yourtallents 

and  virtues. 

^  Accept,  sir,  our  most  cordial  wishes  for  your  future 
^  {(prosperity  and  happiness*    May  you  long  live  to  enjoy 

, .  JCHur,  exalted  and  well  earned  reputation,  and  those  sooth- 
ing reflections  which,  to  a  pure  and  virtuous  mind,  afibrd 
,the  richest  recompense  for  so  many  years  of  a  life  devoted 
,..to.  the  upright  and  conscientious  administration  of  justice, 
and  to  the  best  interest  of  your  native  state. 
« JVeuKrorAr,  July  28tt,  1823." 
What  higher  gratification  can  be  afforded  to  a  cultiva- 
ted and  elevated  mind,  than,  on  retiring  from  an  highly 
.responsible,  laborious  and  dignified  office,  to  receive,  and 
-be  conscious  of  having  merited,  the  plaudits  of  all. the 
.:  wiae,  the  good,  and  virtuous  in  the  community  1 

-  Alas  I  John  Wells,  one  of  the  most  eminent  and  distin- 
tguiahed  members  of  the  committee  who  addressed  Chan- 
cellor Kent,  and  who,  I  presume,  drew  the  address,  by  a 
mysterious  Providence,  after  three  days'  illness,  died .  on 
the  7th  of  September  following.     He,  too,  had  established 
a  reputation  the  most  enviable,  by  his  merits  as  a  citizen 
.  and  his  skill,  integrity  and  splendid  talents  as  a  lawyer, 
•entirely  independent  of  his  character  and  standing  as  a 
politician.* 

*  I  ind  in  the  Amerieui  Monthlf  Magaxine  of  March)  ISM,  an  interesting  iketeh 
•r  Ite  lift  of  Mr.  Wells,  written  by  Woxiam  W.  Cjotntu.,  now  of  the  citf  of 
Jkv-Yorli,  mntbor  of  tlie  Annals  of  Tryon  County,  a  book  containing  much  Talo- 
lUt  and  useful  information.  '*  In  the  profession  of  the  law,"  says  Mr.  Camp> 
leU  in  hU  memoir  of  the  late  John  Wells,  <•  it  is  well  linown  that  the  eloqaeat 
•iToontt,  who  confines  himself  strictly  to  the  discharge  of  his  professional  dn- 
tfes,  lenfM  few  traces  of  his  talents  when  he  is  no  more.  His  eloquence  may  be 
Wiffmbntd  by  those  who  were  his  companions  at  the  bar,  and  who  may  liavi 
IrtMed  to  his  impassioned  efforts ;  but  the  remembrance  often  passes  away  with 
'Jht  nomory  of  tliose  companions,  and  thus  perishes  with  tlie  frail  record  upon 
.«hlcb  it  ie  written. 

«  John  Wtllt  was  bom  in  Cherry  Valley,  in  Otsego  county,  in  the  year  1T7D. 
ItepntiwptrMflfhfaiblrthlnaot  known,  in  consoqncnce  of  the  entire  do- 
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Similar  neetbgs  of  the  members  of  the  bv,  inn  haU 
at  Albaoy  and  Utica,  for  the  purpose  of  manifeiting  tkeir 
approbation  and  respect  for  the  aen'uxa,  talents,  and  dv- 
acter  of  Chancellor  Kent. 

Brockholst  LiTingston,  an  associate  judge  of  the  ■!- 
preme  court  of  the  United  States,  died  this  year.  He 
possessed  an  intellect  of  the  behest  order,  and  wm  mt 
tblt  lawyer. 

Several  distingoished  lawyers  from  this  state*  wertf  tn- 
Dounced  as  candidates  for  the  ofBce  which  had  beeona 

MnmloD  of  till  bnilT  vhlle  ta  ini  rcl  rminf.  Ib  1T41,  ILs  HvnrMl  fcHHrt 
DoDlap,  Ibc  RiBWrnal  (nBd-ralbtr  oT  Mr.  Wdli,  wUb  a  mall  celoar  of  BMUh 
■Dd  Iiiah  emi«nDt>,  pCDCUaled  bf  Iha  w>|r  oC  Iba  Mobawk  TaHeir  Into  tb*  iMMfar 
oflhli  Male,  ind  oiadg  a  ■eiilenKnl  upon  abiaach  nC  Ihi  bnd-waUMlCdM 
Snqaabaiini,  ind  fan  U  ilie  lunia  above  raealioned. 

"Their  wen  joined  lBn«4bT  jDha  Walli,  tbe  palenal  iwdfclfcw.  it  IkU 
tin*  CbeiTT  Taller  *■*  >ha  eitreme  Terte  of  ciiillxalion.  Saiith  ani  «Ml  ^ 
(toded  Ibe  Tar  Dnbivkea  wllderDeti  in  all  Iti  frtabncM  and  majeMj.  A  tow  Sm> 
maa  ramllln  mn  icatlrred  aloai  ibe  Taller  of  ibc  lfohawi[ ;  bM  tb*  IMwk 
IrfbeaflDdlaDi,  Ibat  tribe  vho  were  einphatle>illr  Ibe  HDUiana  oTIktllMlh 
American  AborLglnei,  and  wbocave  Iheir  name  lo  Ibe  bnollTul  rlnr  npea  »hoM 
baakaibeir  dwelt,  wen  Mill  Ibera—alill  fuardini  tba  iiaim.  ami  iiwln  W 
tba  buntlnc-iroaadi  of  tbeil  asceMor*.  tin.  Oianl,  In  ber  mcmnli*  of  •■  iM^ 
itcan  iaij,  bat  fins  an  intercMini  aecouat  oT  a  to;  aft  up  the  Mnbairt  !•  mttf 
Uowa.  II  wiinrarlr  tbiriT  rsananer  ill  aucni  by  tbe  ikila  paitj  wha  MOM 
Chorr  Taller  i  >»it  lettlemenli  were  Dot  adinncetl  iben  wilta  tho  laltnaA  nft 
dltT  of  our  dar,  and  the  Tiller  of  Ibi  Hohawk  itill  poaanaad  moeb  of  lU  M^ 
aal  tieiboeii  aad  prlnlljre  beaulr. 

"  It  woDid  be  inlereillbf  to  pauia  ben,  and  eoniidtr  tbe  cban|H  tbat  Ik*  MB- 
inTiWbieh  bu  now  almsat  cla pled,  baa  piolucrd.  Tb*  Mobawka,  with  ito 
eoBfedEraud  iilbea,  tbe  SU  NalioDi,  have  altnoal  diuppearcd;  and  thi  lta> 
wlUenieii  bai  budded  and  blotinnied  under  Ih«  foWerini  can  and  indoMiy  of 
Ik*  mllUaM  al  wLile  nen  who  bave  luccreded  tbem. 

"Amoai  Ibe  finl  buildlni*  ended  In  tbe  liillr  eolanr  of  Cberrr  Talhj  wai  a 
•Ball  cbunb  boili  af  1d|i,  and  ben  the  Re*.  Ur.  Dunlop.  tbe  matarMl  paad 
lUhar  at  Hr.  Welli,  flcM  railed  t:i«  Handurd  oT  tbe  erot*  amid  tbe  tnil*  and  |tk 
nlion*  Incident  toanaw  Mlllenwnt.  Jobn  Weill,  aanior,  wai  appoinwd  Ikl  iM 
JaiUeoor  tbe  pncc;  and,  aiaoeof  ibe  jaMleei  of  tbe  qnornni,  wa(  aMsdHM 
aad  Inlimale  witb  tbe  eetabrated  MIt  William  Jobaioa. 

"Blieldcit  MO,  Robarl  Weill,  DwnledadauihtBruTIIr.DDntop;  anialttia 

ttooed.  At  tbe  time  sT  hli  birtb  tbe  elementi  of  diicoid  wen  in  motloB.  0|if» 
dtlon  to  the  motbar  couotrr  wu  IKn  calnlni  force  wlib  all  iM»a  of  MdMr* 
aad  Ibe  dee  ded  and  UDCemproniiilnc  tone  innbiebtbe  riibli  ortb*  coanlir  «*N 
aaiataincd,  wiipraparniihe  warfoT  a  pbriical  derencc  or  [biie  rifku.  1W 
war  of  tbe  reToluiioo  IohdiI  Ibe  Utile  lettleinenl  of  Cbnrrr  Vnllar  lUII  ■  ftM- 
■NT.    ki  ilw  iunmar  of  1T7I,  ocduiad  tbat  draadTal  nuHaera  la  tka  auilltHl 
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Tacant  by  Judge  Livingston's  death;  among  whom)  were 
Chief  Justice  Spencer  and  Mr.  Henry  Wheaton.  The 
president  finally  appointed  Smith  Thompson,  late  chief 
justice  of  this  state,  then  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Chief  Justice  Spencer,  Judge  Van  Ness  and  Judge 
Piatt,  after  being  cansiiiuticnized  out  of  office,  resumed  the 
practice  of  law;  but  Judge  Spencer  did  not  long  continue 
at  the  bar.  He  probably  found  it  unpleasant  to  meet  on 
terms  of  equality,  and  contend  with  lawyers  for  whom  he 

|ut  of  Fnu jlvanUiy  which  hat  been  immortaUzed  in  OcTtrode  of  WTomlng. 
The  inhabiuntt  of  Cherry  Valley  fled  on  learninc  the  fate  of  Uieir  brethren  of 
Wyoming)  bat  returned  to  their  hornet  in  the  fall  of  the  Mme  year,  under  an  im- 
prcHioB  that  there  irae  no  longer  any  danger  by  reason  of  the  adrance  of  the 
nason.  Tliey  returned  only  to  ihare  the  fate  of  their  friends  of  Wyoming.  Ob 
Iht  etorenth  of  November  in  the  same  year,  a  party  of  Indians  and  toriesi  led  on 
by  Walter  Butler  and  the  far-lkmed  ehief  Joseph  Brant i  made  an  ineuition  Into 
the  tettlement,  and  destroyed  it,  killing  many  of  the  inhabitants.  John  Wells, 
|VB.|  had  been  left  with  an  aunt  in  Schenectady  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
lehooL  This  lavor  had  been  solicited  by  the  aunt  when  the  other  members  of  the 
Amity  were  about  to  return  to  Cherry  Valleyi  aud  thus  he  escaped  that  mekBeiio- 
^  late  which  awaited  the  return  of  the  others  to  their  home.  His  fktlier  and 
■oUmt,  nncle  and  aunti  four  brothers  and  sisters  were  killed.  Hb  grandmoilieri 
tie  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlopi  also  fell  a  victim;  and  these  great  misfortoaet 
fcrooght  down  in  a  short  time  afterwards  the  grey  hairs  of  the  reverend  clei^- 
man  himself  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 

"  One  common  grave  received  all  of  his  family ,  who  were  killed  on  the  11th  of 
November)  and  the  eloquent  advocatCi  in  after-life,  paid  several  visits  to  the  ralley 
of  his  birth,  and  shed  a  tear  over  the  spot  where  reposed  the  ashes  of  his  kindred." 

After  briefly  recounting  the  difficulties  encountered  by  Mr.  Wells  in  acquiring, 
without  the  aid  of  either  wealth  or  relatives,  a  good  classical  education,  and 
after  giving  an  account  of  his  sharp  and  successful  competition  as  a  lawyer  and 
his  elevation  to  the  highest  rank  in  his  profession,  Mr.  Campbell  says,  "Mr. 
Wells  died  at  Brooklyn  Heights  in  September,  183S,  or  what  was  stated  at  the 
time  to  be  high  billious  fever,  and  which  was,  in  fact,  the  yellow  fever.  He  fell  a 
victim  to  his  benevolence  and  humanity.  His  house  was  on  Brooklyn  Heights; 
and  nearly  beneath  it,  and  close  to  the  water,  were  some  small  residences,  in> 
habited  by  rery  poor  people.  He  called  at  one  of  these  houses,  learning  that 
some  of  the  inhabitants  were  sick,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  he  could  do 
for  their  relief.  Having  made  some  provision  for  their  immediate  necessities, 
the  call  was  again  repeated.  The  yellow  fever  broke  out  at  this  spot,  and  Mr. 
Wells  was  one  of  the  first  victims.  His  death  cast  a  gloom  over  the  city.  All 
Iblt  that  a  great  man  hsd  fHllen.  Meetings  of  members  of  the  bar  were  called  in 
this  city  and  in  Albany.  In  this  city,  resolutions  were  passed,  which  were  highly 
ereditatile  to  his  memory ;  nnd  they  were  supported  by  Josiah  Ogden  Hofiman  in 
a  speech  of  grest  power  and  feeling.  All  considered  him,  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Cowen,  to  have  been  '  the  pride  of  the  New-York  bar.'  All  mourned  over  the 
btresveineat  which  they  had  sustained." 
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had  so  long  acted  as  a  judge;  and  having  accuiiiul*t«fd  a 
fortune  which  rendered  his  pecuniary  circumstances  tatf^ 
be  retired  from  a  compeUtion,  which,  to  himj  must  bim 
been  at  times  irritating  as  well  as  painful. 

Judge  Piatt  continued  to  practice  with  high  reputatioDf 
M  an  advocate,  for  several  years  aAerwards;  but,  shftftlj 
before  his  death,  he,  likewise,  retired  to  a  country  leil  in 
Clinton  county. 

Judge  Van  Ness,  also,  opened  a  law  office  in  the  d^  of 
New- York,  but  his  health  soon  became  impaired.  He 
lingered  awhile,  oppressed  with  a  chronic  disease  of  the 
dyspeptic  kind,  and  finally,  in  the  hope  of  recoverii^  ^b 
bealth,  travelled  to  the  south,  and  died  in  one  of  the  soulb- 
ern  slates.  He  was  invincibly  attached  to  political  pur- 
suits, and  fond  of  the  bustle  of  public  life;  and,  possessing 
as  be  did,  a  mind  extremely  sensitive,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  loss  of  bis  official  station,  and  the  utter  prostra- 
tion of  his  political  prospects,  may  have  induced  the  di^ 
ease  of  which  he  died.  He  was,  in  person,  address  and 
intellectual  endowments,  formed  for  one  of  the  most  dii^ 
tinguished  men  of  the  age.  At  the  head  of  an  execotiTe 
department  at  Washington,  he  would  have  shone  vitk  a 
lustre  unrivalled. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

ROM  XANUABT  1,  UM,  TO  JAJtUJOY  1,  MM. 

Thx  approaching  presidential  election,  and  the  unusual 
number  of  presidential  candidates,  produced  so  many  par- 
ties in  this  state,  in  addition  to  the  two  pre-existing  par- 
ties, and  the  great  political  revolution  which  occurred 
duiing  the  year  1824,  would,  if  an  attempt  were  made 
minutely  to  detail  the  action,  and  causes  of  action,  of  dis- 
tinguished individuals,  and  the  fractions  of  parties,  swell 
this  work  to  a  size  not  warranted  by  the  limits  I  have 
prescribed  to  it.  I  must  therefore  content  myself  with 
■imply  giving  my  reader  an  account  of  the  acts  of  the 
leading  politicians  who  took  part  in  the  controversy, 
which,  during  this  year,  raged  with  unequalled  violence; 
and  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  very  few  remarks  on  the 
probable  motives  by  which  the  actors  were  governed. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  6th  of  January.  In 
pursuance  of  a  long  established  custom,  the  republican 
members  of  the  assembly  met  in  caucus  on  the  evening  of 
the  5th,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  speaker.  Those 
members  who  had  been  elected  in  opposition  to  the  regu- 
lar republican  ticket,  in  several  of  the  counties,  such,  for 
instance,  as  those  from  the  counties  of  New-York  and 
Dutchess,  met  and  deliberated  with  the  regularly  nomi- 
nated and  elected  democratic  members.  There  were,  in 
&ct,  very  few  Clintonian  or  federal  members  chosen. 
Mr.  Crary  from  Washington,  and  Mr.  Cunningham  from 
Montgomery,  were  Clintonians,  but  they  were  self-nomi- 
nated candidates,  and  disclaimed  being  members  of  any 
political  party. 
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Samuel  J.  Wilkin,  son  of  Gen.  James  W.  Wilkini  of 
Orange  county^  with  whose  name  the  reader  is  familiar^  a 
young  man  of  fine  talents  and  great  merit,  was  a  Clintoni- 
an;  but  he  had  been  elected  from  the  county  of  Orangei 
a  very  large  majority  of  whose  electors  were  decidedlj 
hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton.  He  undoubtedly  owed  his  elec^ 
tion  to  the  hostility  of  a  majority  of  that  county  to  Mr. 
Crawford  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  to  Us 
own  superior  personal  merits.  The  people's  partyi  in 
caucus,  supported  Gen.  Tallmadge  for  speaker,  but  tbe 
attempt  to  nominate  him  was  defeated  by  a  large  majoritj; 
and  Richard  Goodell,  of  Jefferson  county,  was  nominatedi 
and  the  next  day  elected  without  serious  opposition. 

Mr.  Goodell  had  been  a  captain  in  the  United  States 
army,  during  the  last  war,  and  served  as  such  with  conside- 
rable reputation.  He  was  a  modest,  frank,  and  honorable 
man,  but  not  familiar  with  the  business  of  legislation; 
heavy  and  slow  in  mental  action,  and  by  no  means  well 
fitted  to  preside  over  a  deliberative  body,  in  such  stormy 
times  as  occurred  during  the  forty-ninth  session  of  the 
New- York  legislature. 

The  governor's  message  was  delivered  on  the  day  the 
two  houses  organized.  As  an  official  paper  it  was  greatly 
superior,  both  in  structure  and  style,  to  his  first  message* 

The  governor  again  urged  upon  the  legislature  the 
necessity  of  a  revision  of  the  statutes,  and  he  took 
strong  ground  in  favor  of  encouraging  domestic  manufac- 
tories by  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  importations. 
I  mention  this  circumstance  for  the  purpose  of  remaricing 
that  at  that  time,  and  for  several  years  afterwards  it  was 
a  part  of  the  democratic  creed,  in  this  and  other  northern 
states,  that  home  industry  should  be  protected  by  imposing 
heavy  duties  on  commodities  manufactured  abroad.  On 
the  subject  of  choosing  the  presidential  electors  by  the 
people,  the  governor  stated   that  ^^  The  choice  of  elecS 
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tore  of  president  and  vice-president,  has  excited  much 
animadversion  throughout  the  nation;  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted^  that  a  uniform  rule  on  this  subject  is  not 
prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
manifest|  that  the  manner  of  electing  may  have  an  essen- 
tial eflTect  on  the  power  and  influence  of  a  state,  with  re- 
gard to  the  presidential  question,  by  either  dividing  the 
votes,  or  enabling  the  state  with  greater  certainty  to  give 
an  united  vote;  and  until  a  uniform  rule  is  ingrafted  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  manner  of  elect- 
ing will  continue  to  fluctuate,  and  no  alteration  made  by 
any  one  state,  will  produce  a  material  change  in  the  va- 
rious modes  now  existing  throughout  the  union.  In  some 
states  the  people  will  vote  by  a  general  ticket;  in  some 
by  districts, and  in  others  by  the  legislature;  and  no  prac- 
tical remedy  probably  does  exist,  competent  to  remove 
tlie  evil  effectually,  except  by  an  amendment  to  the  na- 
tional constitution. 

'^Although  this  state  has  heretofore  sanctioned  an  attempt 
to  accomplish  that  important  object,  which  proved  unsuc- 
cessful, the  measure  on  that  account  should  not  be  aban- 
doned; and  as  the  subject  has  recently  been  brought  be- 
fore congress,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  another  opportunity 
will  shortly  be  presented  for  the  legislature  of  this  state 
to  sanction  an  amendment,  not  only  establishing  a  uniforn. 
rule  in  the  choice  of  electors,  but  also  securing  the  desira 
ble  object  of  directing  such  choice  to  be  marie  by  the  peo- 
ple. A  more  propitious  period  of  evincing  its  propriety 
and  consequently  affording  a  more  favorable  prospect  of 
obtaining  a  constitutional  number  of  the  states  to  assent  to 
it,  I  am  inclined  to  think  has  not  presented  itself  since 
the  organization  of  the  government.  Persuacied  that  you 
as  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  will  only  be  influ- 
enced by  reason  and  true  patriotism,  it  is  submitted  to 
your  wisdom  and  discretion,  whether,  under  existing  ctr- 
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cumstances,  the  present  manner  of  choosing  electors  oughli 
at  this  time,  to  be  changed."  ^^^ 

This  was  palpably  an  attempt  to  evade  a  direct  expigfc    . 
sion  of  an  opinion  by  the  executive  against  giving  to  tbtt  ,^ 
people  the  power  of  choosing  the  electors  at  the  thei|^  _ 
next  presidential  election.     No  man  was  so  grossly  stn-;,^. 
pid  as  not  to  perceive  that  an  amendment  of  the  United^. 
States  constitution,  if  it  ever  could  be  made,  (of  which 
there  was  not  then,  nor  is  there  now,  the  most  remote  |- 
probability,)  could  not  at  any  rate  be  effected  in  time  to  .., 
be  operative  at  the  next  election;  and  the  notion  that  th^  ■  . 
vote  of  the  state  would  necessarily  or  even  probably  be  .^ 
divided  if  the  choice  of  electors  were  yielded  to  the 
pie,  was  so  absurd  that  in  the  view  of  every  sensible 
it  w*as  ridiculous.     The  message  was  considered  by  the  '  j 
public,  what  in  fact  it  must  have  been  intended  to  be^  ^.. .  j 
executive  recommendation  to  the  legislature  to  retain,  ui 
their  own  hands,  the  power  of  appointing  the  electors. 

Immediately  after  the  house  was  organized,  and  befori^ 
a  message  had  been  sent  to  the  governor  that  they  were  \ 
organized,  Mr.  Wheaton,  from  New-York,  gave  notice 
that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  bring  in  a  bill  author- 
izing the  people  to  choose  the  electers  for  president  and 
vice-president — and  shortly  after  the  message  was  read| 
Mr.  Flagg  offered  a  resolution  that  the  subject  of  change 
ing  the  mode  of  choosing  the  electors  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  nine  members. 

A  long  and  exciting  debate  ensued.  The  resolution 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Flagg,  Ruger  from  Oneida| 
Hosroer  from  Genesee,  Edwards  from  Onondaga,  and 
Whiting  from  Ontario;  and  was  opposed  by  Messra. 
Wheaton,  Barstow  from  Tioga,  formerly  a  senator,  Tall- 
madge  and  Crary. 

The  opponents  of  the  resolution  charged  the   mover . 
with  an  intention  to  embarrass  the  proceedings,  to  delay 
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tcMnon  the  ^Iject,  and  finally  to  evade  or  defeat  the 
meistlre.  This  was  denied  by  Mr.  Flagg;  and  in  fact  all 
die  supporters  of  his  resolution  avowed  themselves  in 
&vor  of  passing  ah  electoral  law  during  the  session.  It 
may  be  well  to  mention  here,  that  the  talents  of  the  house 
decidedly  preponderated  against  the  Crawford  party;  for 
although  Mr.  Mullet,  Mr.  Hosmer  and  Mr.  Whiting  sup- 
ported Mr.  Flagg's  resolution  on  this  occasion,  they  were, 
I  belierey  all  of  them  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay  for  president; 
at  any  rate  they  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Crawford.  Mr. 
Ruger,  from  Oneida,  was  a  lawyer  and  a  zealous  Craw* 
ford  man,  but  he  was  a  very  indifferent  debater.  Mr. 
Flagg,  who  had  been  brought  up  a  practical  printer,  and 
then  conducted  a  democratic  paper  at  Plattsburgh,  there- 
fore stood  almost  alone  as  a  floor  member  on  that  side  of 
the  tiuestion;  he  however  in  the  course  of  the  session  dis- 
cov^ed  a  shrewdness,  tact  and  address  in  legislative  ma- 
noeifrering,  and  developed  talents  which  prodigiously  an- 
noyed his  opponents,  gratified  bis  friends  and  commanded 
the  '  respect  and  admiration  of  all  parties.  Mr.  Water- 
man, a  respectable  lawyer  from  Broome  county,  was  said 
to  be  for  Crawford;  but  he  was  a  new  member  and  not 
inclined  to  enter  warmly  into  a  contest  which  raged  with 
such  fury.  Indeed  he  was  so  cool  that  some  suspected 
him  of  being  at  heart  an  Adams  man. 

On  the  other  side  were,  besides  many  others,  Tallmadge, 
a  man  of  great  colloquial  power;  Wheaton,  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  of  his  time;  Doct.Barstow,an  experienced 
legislator,  and  a  man  of  consummate  shrewdness  and  saga- 
city; and  Wilkin,  a  young  man  of  splendid  talents. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Flagg  was  finally  adopt- 
ed, seventy-six  to  forty-seven;  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  it,  consisted  of  Messrs.  Flaggy 
Wheaton,  Mullett,  Van  JllstynCy Bellinger jF'inchj Broum^ 
Bawker  and  EUls.    The  names  of  the  members  of  tht 
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committee  who  were  supposed  to  be  for  Cnwford,  m 
itaiicittd — from  which  it  will  appeu  that  uz  of  the  niiw 
belonged  to  that  party. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  13th  of  January,  notice 
was  given  of  a  meeting  of  the  democratic  membere  of 
both  houses  of  the  legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
siderinp!  the  propriety  of  recommending  a  congresuonal 
caucus  for  the  nomination  of  president,  &c.  They  »o- 
cordingly  met  on  the  thirteenth,  and  chose  Oen.  Root 
for  chairman,  but  adjourned  without  adopting  any  resolu- 
tion. It  is  probable  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  bj 
this  time  found  that  if  they  attempted  any  dedsive  step 
they  would  be  borne  down  with  numbers. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  of  nine  was  held 
with  open  doors,  and  was  attended  by  many  citU 
sens  as  well  as  members  of  the  legislature.  The  fol* 
lowing  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  ia. 
copied  from  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser,  a  paper  which 
claimed  to  be  the  organ  of  the  people's  party.  That  pft- 
per  was  at  this  time  edited  by  Israel  W.  Clark,  formerly 
of  the  Albany  Register.  It  is  presumed  to  be  substanlnllj 
correct : 

"  On  their  assembling,  the  chairman  (Mr.  Fla^)  stated 
the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  after  some  desultory  con- 
versation, in  which  it  distinctly  appeared  that  those  who 
had  been  so  eager  in  the  house  to  raise  this  committMi 
had  no  definite  proposition  whatsoever  to  submit  to  it  on 
the  subject  of  giving  to  the  people  the  choice  of  eleclorii 
Mr.  WheatoD  slated  that  as  no  gentlemen  seemed  disposed 
or  prepared  to  move  in  the  business,  and  that  aa  Ihej 
would  be  most  likely  to  arrive  at  a  speedy  termination  of 
their  labors  by  an  orderly  course  of  proceeding,  he  would 
offer  the  following  motion: 

"Retolvedy  as  the  sense  of  this  committee,  that  the 
right  of  choosing  the  electors  of  president  and  vice-preu- 
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in^  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  ptopU 
tf  this  state,  by  a  law  to  be  passed  at  the  present  sessioD 
of  the  Legislature."  The  question  was  taken  on  diis  reio- 
lutiotti  and  carried  in  the  affirmatiye)  Mr.  Van  Alstyney  (of 
Rensselaer,)  only  voting  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wheaton  then  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

^  Ruohedj  That  such  election  ought  to  be  by  general 
tkket 

^  Mr.  Flagg  proposed  as  an  amendment|  to  add  the  fol* 
lowing  words :  ^  and  that  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  shall 
^  necessary  to  make  a  choice.' 

^  Mr.  Wheaton  stated  that  he  should  not  strenuouslj 
object  to  any  report  the  majority  of  the  committee  migllt 
think  fit  to  make,  in  order  that  the  bill  might  be  again 
brouKht  before  the  house.  But  he  would  only  remark| 
that  the  proposed  amendment,  (if  it  should  prevail  in  the 
houaey)  would  probably  defeat  the  bill,  as  it  had  been  the 
eooslant  usage  of  the  state  to  choose  by  plurality.  There 
would  not  be  time  in  the  thirty-four  days  preceding  the 
first  Wednesday  of  December  to  order  a  new  election,  ib 
case  the  first  did  not  result  in  a  choice  by  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes,  so  that  the  vote  of  the  state  would  be  thus 
entirely  lost. 

^  Mr.  Finch,  (of  Orange,)  also  made  some  pertinent  re- 
marks to  the  same  effect  and  generally  on  the  subjectj 
when  Mr.  Mullett,  (of  Chautauque,)  moved  to  adjourm 
wUil  WedMesday  evening  P^ 

The  motion  to  adjourn  wab  carried  by  a  majority  of 


Afler  several  meetings  and  much  discussion  the  comi- 
mittee  reported  a  bill  giving  the  power  of  choosing  elec- 
tors to  the  people,  but  requiring  that  the  persons  elected 
should  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.  As  the  people 
of  the  state  were  avowedly  divided  into  no  less  than  four 
ii  it  was  mogt  evident  that  no  dioice  would  be 
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nndcr  ntch  a  bill,  inasmuch  u  the  United  States  c 
tion  requires  that  the  electors  should  be  chosen  wiMh 
thirty-four  days  of  the  time  when  they  are  to  give  thA 
votes;  and  so  much  time  would  he  occupied  by  the  M^ 
taming  and  canvassing  of  the  Toles  on  the  first  electiDMjr% 
was  most  evident  that  a  subsequent  election  could  not  bs 
ordered  to  be  held  and  the  votes  canvassed  before  the  jno- 
udential  election  would  have  been  made.  Mr.  F]a^|^ 
plan,  therefore,  was,  that  in  case  no  choice  should  be  mfedo 
by  the  people,  the  election  should  be  made  by  the  legillkL 
ture.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  stich  a  bill  would  ntStf 
effect  nothing,  because,  eventually,  the  choice  would  bo 
made,  in  almost  all  cases,  and  certainly  at  the  thea  MM 
dection  by  the  legislature.  ■'  "' 

The  hill  reported  by  the  committee  was  for  a  long  tittk 
debated  in  the  house,  but  a  majority  of  the  assettfel) 
would  not  agree  that  the  choice  should,  in  any  event,  W- 
made  by  the  two  houses.  Mr.  Finch,  in  behalf  of  tin 
people's  party,  offered  an  amendment,  declaring  that  Ihb 
persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  should  bfe 
declared  duly  elected,  but  it  was  rejected  by  sixty-fonritt 
Gily-two.  This  left  the  bill  in  a  form  which  provided  tdt 
the  choice  of  electors  by  the  people,  if  any  set  of  attdl^ 
dates  obtained  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  but  in  CMt 
■o  person  had  such  majority,  then  no  election  was  effitctol, 
^nd  no  provision  was  made  for  a  second  election  inony 
form.  Id  this  shape  the  bill  passed  on  the  4th  of  Feblfr 
ary,  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote,  only  five  members  v(K 
ting  against  it,  {ste  Assembly  Jottmal,  p.  S98.)  The  pci^ 
pie's  party  declared  themselves  dissatisfied  with  the  biH| 
but  preferred  it  to  the  existing  law.  There  can  be  )m 
doubt  but  that  Mr.  Flagg  and  the  Crawford  party  in  lb* 
assembly  were  opposed  to  passing  any  law  on  the  subject* 
There  was,  beyond  question,  a  mnjoritj  in  the  ass 
1  to  Mr.  Crawford,    Why  then,  it  nay  bo  ■ 
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did  they  not  a4opt  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Whi- 
ting in  committee  of  the  whole  and  again  offered  in  the 
house  by  Mr.  Finch  t  Some  of  the  Adams  and  Clay 
men  were  apprehensive  that  if  the  election  of  electors 
were  to  be  made  by  general  ticket,  and  by  a  plurality  of 
Totes,  Mr.  Clinton  would  be  brought  out  as  a  presidential 
candidatei  and  in  that  event  they  feared  that  the  democra- 
tic party  was  so  much  divided  on  the  presidential  ques- 
tion,  that  electors  favorable  to  him  would  obtain  a  plurali- 
ty of  the  votes  of  the  people. 

In  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  political  parties,  which 
composed  this  assembly,  it  was  natural  that  a  majority  of 
them  should  have  been  opposed  to  the  passage  of  an  elec- 
toral law.  Why  should  they,  at  that  particular  juncturcj 
change  the  mode  of  appointing  electors,  which  had  been 
m  use  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  t  Those  who 
ealled  for  the  passage  of  an  electoral  law,  demanded  of 
the  party  in  power,  by  their  own  act,  to  give  to  the  ad- 
verse party  an  opportunity,  and  it  might  be  to  give  their 
opponents  the  means  of  defeating  the  majority  of  the 
legislature  in  the  choice  of  their  favorite  candidate  for  the 
presidency.     Was  such  a  request  reasonable  ? 

As  a  mere  question  of  party  policy,  (and  I  speak  only 
of  that,)  the  error  of  the  majority  in  the  legislature  con- 
sisted in  professing  to  be  favorable  to  the  passage  of 
the  law  in  question,  when  they  in  truth  were  not.  Far  bet- 
ter would  it  have  been  for  them  to  have  avowed  openly  and 
boldly  their  opposition  to  any  change  at  that  time,  in  the 
mode  of  choosing  electors,  and  to  have  stated  frankly  their 
reasons  for  such  opposition,  or  at  once  in  good  faith  to 
have  supported  the  change  called  for  by  the  people.  No- 
thing is  so  fatal  to  a  representative  of  the  people,  as  a 
jealousy  among  his  constituents,  that  he  is  acting  with 
had  faith|  or  from  motives  which  he  conceals.    Thai 
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honest;  is  the  best  policy,  is  a  maxin  uniTensl  ia  itv)l^ 
plication-  The  next  Norember  election,  proTcd  it  C|p)f 
oallj  applicable  to  the  case,  now  under  conaidermtioat ,  , , 

Within  a  few  days  afier  the  passage  of  the  elei^f||^ 
bill  through  the  assembly,  Mi^  Wheaton  obtained.  kfM 
of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session.  H*  ^ifill^ 
that  time  reporter  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  P>ilij|| 
States,  and  his  attendance  at  Washington  was  highly  q|f 
cessary;  and  as  the  question  in  which  he  felt  the  dM|H||| 
interest,  and  indeed  the  question  which  induced  bin  l^  ^ 
a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  was  then  disposed  o^ihf 
the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member,  he  felt  littlcnjlppr 
tance  at  leaving  Albany.  ^  ,^;, 

At  Washington,  the  presidential  question  conliiiwA.|ti 
•zcite  more  and  more  attention.  One  great  poiat(ij^|f||^ 
which  the  members  of  congress  were  divided,  was  wb^^f 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  nominate  a  preiideitl^)! 
congressional  caucus.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford^^^ 
the  bead  of  whom  Mr.  Van  Buren  may  now  be  legpr^pl 
u  standing,  were  b  favor  of  a  caucus.  In  order  ta  Hflf' 
tain  the  views  of  the  members  on  that  queation,  a  "T^pjjj 
lee  was  appointed,  or  rather  self-created,  of  one.  mui^llft 
from  each  state,  whose  duty  it  was  to  ascertain  fraa  jg/^ 
individual  his  opinion  on  the  subject  By  the  auth^ip^ 
of  this  committee,  the  National  Intelligencer  alated,  ih|k 
•f  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  members,  one  hufi|||||| 
and  eighty-one  were  opposed  to  a  caucus,  and  it  wwm^ 
ded  that  many  others  would  not  attend  a  caucui,  "'rinU  (| 
be  called.  .<.^,: 

Notwithstanding  this  communication,  a  notieewMk 
sued  on  the  6th  of  February,  siji^ed  by  Mr.  niiliiiip|% 
senator  from  New-Jersey,  and  Mr.  Forsyth  from  Offgg 
fftLf  requesting  a  meeting  on  the  14th  of  Fehrttar|,j||| 
the  democratic  membeTS  of  congress,  for  the  pMrpflHttifllf 
■winatii^  a  presidoDL  .    i,«m 
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"Ml  pMnUDce  of  this  call,  there  utembled  on  the  thy 

Maine, •••••• 2  memberti 

IHMe-bland, 1  ^ 

C/enfiecticiit|  •••••••••••••••••  8  ^ 

Vew-Yoric, 16  « 

Mew-Jereey, 1  « 

PeMtylvaniai 3  ^ 

Ihryhnd, 8  « 

Yirgiliia, 16  « 

North-Carolina,    9  " 

ftMrth-Carolina, 2  « 

Georgia, 8  ^ 

Ohio, 1  « 

Indiana, , 1  " 

niinoif, 1  « 
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Hf.  ffugglea,  senator  from  Ohio,  was  appointed  dtmit^ 
■an  of  (his  meagre  assemblage,  and  Mr.  Collins  from 
Kew-York  was  chosen  secretary.  They  then  proceeded 
to  MIot  for  a  presidential  candidate,  and  the  result  waa,^ 
dnt  Mr.  Crawford  had  sixty-two  votes,  Mr.  A(hms  two, 
Oen.  Jadrson  one,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Macon  one. 

The  result  of  this  caucus  showed  that  neither  the  friends 
df  Mr.  Adams,  Jackson  or  Clay,  attended,  and  it  also  de- 
monstrated that  at  Wariiington,  as  at  Albany,  the  friends 
of  the  last  named  gentlemen  were  united  on  one  question, 
which  was,  opposition  to  Mr.  Crawford  at  any  rate. 

When  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  candidates  for 
an  important  office,  it  is  dangerous  to  be  considered  as  the 
strongest,  for  nothing  is  more  natural  than  a  combination 
of  the  weaker  against  the  stronger. 

The  issue  of  this  attempt  to  nominate  Mr.  Crawferl, 
leasened  the  number  of  his  supporters  in  New-York,  and 
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probably  in  other  it&tes  in  the  UdIod.  Until  tliii  iliaiiwi 
Itration,  be  was  Buppond  to  be  powerfully  inituaed  -A 
Washington.     This  meeting  exhibited  his  wetknen. 

I  ought,  in  the  order  of  time,  to  bRve  staled  that  a  d«- 
mocrstic  convention  of  PennsylTBDis  was  held  at  Hsrrii- 
bai^h,  in  the  early  part  of  this  winter,  at  which  OcDerml 
Jackson  was  nominated  for  president;  and  that,  prwrioui 
to  this,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  bad  many  friendi  in  that  state, 
withdrew  from  the  competition  at  the  presidential  caaTask 
He  avowed  himself  to  be  &vorab]e  to  the  electioa  of  Qen. 
Jackson. 

When  the  bill  changing  the  mode  of  choosing  pmideB- 
tial  electors  was  announced  in  the  New- York  senate,  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Dudley 
was  chairman.  After  it  had  been  some  days  in  posseaaion 
of  the  committee,  Mr.  Ogden  offered  a  resolution  requir- 
ing the  committee  to  report.  This  resolution  called  out  a 
discussion  of  some  warmth,  and  exhibited  the  feelings  of 
the  members  on  the  great  question  which  had  proiluced  ao 
much  excitement  in  the  assembly,  (^en,  Burt,  Burrowai 
and  Cramer,  supported  the  resolution,  and  Suydam,Whee- 
1^,  Wright,  and  others,  opposed  it.  The  senators  cboaen 
in  1832,  were  elected  without  reference  to  this  questioni 
and  of  course  they  felt  at  liberty  to  act  on  it  according  ta 
die  dictates  of  their  own  judgments;  hut  it  was  not  ao 
with  most  of  the  members  of  the  assembly,  nor  with  aoma 
of  the  senstors  who  were  chosen  in  November,  18S3.  In 
the  senate  there  was  a  preponderance  of  talent  againat  tha 
bill. 

Mr.  Ogden's  resolution  was  finally  postponed  indefinitely, 
by  a  TOte  of  twenty-one  to  nine. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  select  committee  made  a  long 
and  well  written  report,  but  concluded  in  the  following 
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^  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  for  the  rea- 
lons  set.  forth  in  this  report,  that  it  would  not  be  expedi- 
ent  to  pass  the  bill  from  the  assembly,  or  any  other  bill 
changing  the  present  mode  of  appointing  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice-president  of  the  United  States;  or,  at  least 
util  the  efforts  which  are  now  seriously  making  in  con- 
gress to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  appointment,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  hj 
which  the  people  can  elect  by  districts,  have  either  termi- 
nated in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  such  amendment  by 
that  body." 

This  report  was  considered,  by  the  senate,  on  the  tenth 
of  March. 

Mr.  Cramer  moved  to  strike  out  the  concluding  part  of 
the  report  above  quoted,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  th« 
words  following : 

''  Ruolvtd^  That  it  is  expedient  to  pass  a  law,  at  tk$ 
fment  susion  of  the  legislature^  giving  to  the  people  of 
this  state  the  choice  of  electors  of  president  and  vice-pre* 
sident  by  general  ticket.'' 

In  discussing  this  proposition  various  projects  were 
suggested,  among  which,  several  senators  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  choosing  the  electors  by  single  districts. 

Mr.  Cramer  delivered  a  very  able  argument  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  and  much  discussion  ensued.  It  was  pn^ 
posed  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  the  words,  ^^  and 
by  a  plurality  of  votes,"  which  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
seventeen  to  fourteen,  Mr.  Wright  voting  against  this 
amendment.  When  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cra- 
mer's original  resolution,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  ayes 
sixteen,  noes  fifteen.  Mr.  Wright  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Mr.  Wright's  plan  is  embraced  in  the  following 
amendment  to  the  conclusion  of  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  proposed  by  him  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  senate  on  that  subject: 


(MM 

'Strilnoatall  •ftcr  the  w«rd*Aa«aiAfy,*  la  Oe  w- 
BOnd  lioe  of  the  laat  chiuM  of  tke  pruted  report,  ttd  iv 
Bert  the  following^ — But  they  reoommend  the  paamge  of 
ft  law,  proriding  for  a  choice  by  the  people,  by  gcMnd 
lidcet,  of  a  nnmber  of  electors  of  presideat  and  thm- 
president  of  the  United  States,  eqoal  to  the  nuniber  of 
representatlTes  in  the  congren  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  this  state  shall  be  entitled  at  the  time  any  «lceliflk 
of  electors  shall  be  held,  locating  the  riecton  M  -ta  bo 
ohosen  in  the  sereral  congreBsionBl  districts,  in  swA  k 
manner,  that  each  congressional  district  shall  hare  rendmg 
wHhin  it,  a  number  of  the  said  electors  eqaal  to  the  Bom- 
ber of  merabers  of  congress  to  which  such  district  sbril  bfe 
Mlitled  at  the  time  of  the  election;  requiring  a  m»jantf 
of  all  tile  votes  given  in  the  state,  for  such  electon,  lb 
constitute  a  choice;  and  directing  a  meeting  of  tiie  tegio^ 
hture,  at  such  time  as  shall  be  requisite,  in  any  j 
dectors  of  president  and  vice-president  are  to  fae  o 
to  appoint  two  electors,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
law,  corresponding  to  the  two  senators  from  this  «tMe  ih 
Ibe  congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  fill  any  vacaMiea 
d»t  may  exist  in  any  of  the  congressional  diatrlcta,  fivMi 
a  failure  to  elect  by  a  majority  of  votes,  as  aforesaid;  ant 
fiirther  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  present  existing  law, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  the  said  electors,  oo  hi 
as  the  same  may  be  inconsistent  with  a  law  containing  tfal 
■foresaid  provisions." 

This  project  found  little  favor  in  the  aenate,  only  ihnt 
■enatoTt,  Branson,  Mallory,  and  Stranaban,  vettng  oriA 
Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  very  ingenious  speech  on  the  oocB* 
•ion.  He  was  then  quite  young,  I  believe  the  youngcBI 
Bember  in  the  senate  and  little  known;  but  he  ooon  4^ 
Tcloped  those  reasoning  powers  and  that  vonderfid 
acutenesB  of  mind  for  which  he  has  ainoe  been  ao  jnady 
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eelebrated.  It  is  however  to  be  regretted  (Iwi  on  this 
question  he  should  have  manifested  so  much  disingenuous- 
ness.  He  had  declared  in  his  speech,  and  by  bis  recorded 
TOte  on  Mr.  Cramer's  amendment,  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
conferring  the  power  of  choosing  electors  on  the  people 
%j  general  ticket,  and  yet  he  gravely  proposed  the  pre- 
posterous and  ridiculous  scheme  contained  in  the  section 
df  his  amendment  that  I  have  quoted.  It  was  utterly  un- 
worthy of  a  senator  of  the  state  of  New-York,  and  espe- 
dally  of  Silas  Wright,  Junior.  The  fact  was,  Mr. 
Wright,  previous  to  his  election,  had  given  the  people  of 
die  fourth  district  to  understand  that  he  would,  if  elected, 
snpport  a  bill  giving  to  the  people  the  right  to  choose 
presidential  electors.  All  this  manoeuvring  was  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  an  appearance  of  redeeming  that 
pledge.  We  shall  shortly  find  him  voting  for  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill;  for  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March,  Mr.  E.  P.  Livingston,  after  a  speech  affirming  that 
tiie  people  had  not  called  for  an  electoral  law,  that  the 
clamor  in  favor  of  such  a  law,  emanated  chiefly  from  bai^ 
room  and  noisy  politicians,  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
bill  until  the  first  Monday  in  November.  The  motion 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Suydam.  It  succeeded  in  the 
following  manner — ^yesy  Messrs.  Bowman,  Bowne,  Bron- 
son,  Dudley,  Earll,  Greenley,  Keyes,  LeflTerts,  Living- 
ston, Mallory,  McCall,  Redfield,  Stranahan,  Suydam, 
Ward,  Woo«»ter,  Wright — seventeen.  JVbf«,  Messrs.  Bur- 
rows, Burt,  Clark,  Cramer,  Gardiner,  Green,  Haight, 
Lynde,  Mclntyre,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Ogden,  Thorn,  Wheel- 
er— ^fourteen." 

It  was  undoubtedly  with  great  reluctance  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  virtual 
rejection  of  this  bill,  as  they  could  not  but  be  aware  that 
the  popular  feeling  was  in  favor  of  it.  This  is  evident 
from  the  fact,  that  but  a  bare  majority  could  be  induced  to 
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racord  their  names  against  the  measure.  Mr.  Van  Buifiti 
and  those  acting  with  him,  had  not  a  man  to  spare.  Qp^t 
popular  odium  was  attempted  (o  be  cast  upon  those  ,';f|^ 
supported  Mr.  Liriagslon's  motion.  Their  aameii  Jft 
many  of  the  opposition  newspapers,  were  ezhihited  vm- 
spicuously  in  black  letter  type,  and  posted  up  in  bar-rao||ip 
and  other  public  places. 

In  the  mean  time  great  efforts  were  making,  and  Im 
been  made  to  render  Gov.  Yates  unpopular.  He  had  bcNa 
advised  and  ui^d  by  some  of  his  best  friends,  aiBO^g 
whom  was  the  secretary  of  stale,  Mr.  John  Van  Kaa 
Yates,  to  recommend  the  passage  of  an  electoral  law^  orv^ 
any  rate,  not  to  commit  himself  in  his  message  against  thpt 
measure.  He  refused  to  listen  to  their  suggestionsj  bb^ 
it  was  reported  that  he  was  finally  prevailed  on  by  Jo^B* 
Skinuer  lo  shape  his  message  in  ihe  form  in  which  it  ww 
ultimately  communicated  to  the  legislature.  I  have  gpod 
reasons  for  btUevlng  that  some  persons,  who,  I  know  Bp^ 
had  inlimatcil  to  him  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  CrawfonI 
would  support  him,  (Gov.  Yates,]  for  vice-president. 
Prom  the  moment  ihe  messflge  was  published,  he  bad  ben 
attacked  wilh  the  utmost  severily  and  bitterness,  in  tlit 
legislature  and  by  that  part  of  the  press  which  was  Op* 
posed  to  Mr.  Crawford.  In  the  vast  number  of  appoint 
ments  which  it  had  been  his  duty  to  make,  he  bad,  of  ne- 
cessity, disappointed  a  great  many  expectants.  Many  of 
these  mortified  aspirants  seized  the  occasion  of  manifcstiv 
their  resentment,  by  joining  In  the  personal  abuse  of  Uw 
governor.  The  Clintonian  papers  were  extremely  i/twtn 
in  their  denunciations  of  him.  Not  satisfied  with  aniBW^ 
verting  on  his  political  principles  and  conduct,  thejr  ■■- 
suled  him  with  personal  ridicule,  and  wilh  a  persevenien 
and  severity  never  before  equalled.  The  simplicity  of  thl 
character  of  Governor  Yates,  which  ought  to  have  shieldad 
him  from  these  attacks,  and  would  have  done  so,  froB  ■ 
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■tgnanimoui  opponent,  seemed  rather  to  encourage  and 
multiply  them.  A  very  sarcastic  writer,  over  the  signa- 
ture of  Buffalo,  in  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser,  used  near- 
ly every  morning  to  serve  up  to  the  citizens  of  Albany,  and 
members  of  the  legislature,  one  or  two  paragraphs  attack- 
ing the  governor  with  the  most  biting  satire.  Thus  the 
town  was,  every  morning,  thrown  almost  into  convulsions 
of  laughter,  at  the  expense  of  the  governor. 

Governor  Clinton  was  said  to  have  been  the  author  of 
the  pieces  signed  Buffalo.  I  have  no  evidence  that  such 
was  the  fact,  but  it  b  strange  if  any  other  person  was  the 
author,  why  even  his  vanity  had  not  induced  him  to 
have  claimed  the  paternity  of  these  humorous  produo- 
ticms.*    [SeeJToleH.l 

All  these  attacks  were  aided  by  an  under  current,  which 
prevailed  among  the  governor's  professed  political  friends. 
John  Cramer  b  a  man  of  talents,  and  one  of  the  most 
conning  men  in  the  state  of  New- York.     He  was  disap- 
pointed and  chagrined  because  his  friend   Col.   Young 
was  not  nominated  for  governor  in  1822.     There  cannot 
be  a  doubt,  that  from  the  moment  the  government  was  or- 
ganized under  Mr.  Yates,  he  was  determined  to  leave  no 
stone   unturned   to   oust   Gov.   Yates,  and  bring  in  Col. 
Young.     Some   were  so   uncharitable  as   to  charge  Mr. 
Cramer's  support  of  the  electoral  law  to  the  accidental  cir- 
cumstance that  the  governor  in  his  message  had  taken  the 
other  side  of  the  question.     Mr.  Young   too,  claimed  to 
be  in  favor  of  an  electoral  law,  and  such  an  electoral  law 
as  was  called  for  by  the  people.     The  people's  party  at 
first  looked  to  Mr.  Young  as  their  candidate  for  governor, 
mni\  had  he  consented  to  be  their  candidate,  he  would  no 
doubt  have  been  triumphantly  elected.     Mr  Cramer,  how- 

*  Sinee  tbe  aboTe  wu  written,  I  have  been  auared  hj  a  gentleman  of  feraeityf 
tkat  Oovemor  Clinton  wae  tlie  author  of  Buffalo.  The  manuscript  eert  to  tke 
Vrlnicri  was  in  the  handwrUlai  of  hie  md,  Charltt  A.  CUntont  Eaqoirt. 
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etvr,  Aonght  he  eouM  do  better  by  procnrin^  tbt  Ins  hienfl' 
a  leg^'slBlive  caucus  Domuiationj  and  with  that  view  bd' 
direiied  bis  political  opnattoai  during  the  wmter  of  18S4.* 

The  rejection  of  the  electonl  law  becauia  every  ikf 
more  and  more  unpopular;  and  Got.  Yates  was  cbargeA 
with  being  at  the  founilation  of  that  measure.  Vbe  friendi 
of  Mr.  Toung,  therefore,  affirmed,  aad  no  doobt  with 
truth,  that  if  Yates  was  re-nomlaated  he  voidd  aisiiredlj 
be  beaten.  Of  course  they  inferred  it  would,  OQ  the  part 
of  the  democratii;  party  be  an  act  of  political  suidde  tb 
re-nominate  him.  It  is  highly  probable  that  this  last  con- 
sideration was  the  controlling  cause  of  the  nomiuatioki  tit 
Mr.  Young  at  the  legislative  caucus,  held  on  the  3d  of 
April. 

At  this  meeting,  there  was  considerable  discussion,  and 
Tery  free  comparisons  were  made  between  the  two  cauAr 
dates,  Got.  Yates  and  Col.  Young,  nnfaTorable  to  tb* 
former.  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Flagg  were  for  again  nomt> 
nating  Mr.  Yates.  Tbey  insisted  that  if  he  had  erred,  in 
the  course  he  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  electoral  lav, 
it  was  an  error  committed  in  accordance  with  the  policy 
of  the  party  to  which  be  belonged  and  in  pursuance  pf  their 
adTice  and  request.  If  he  was  to  be  sacrificed  for  that, 
Mr.  Flagg  declared  his  readiness  to  suffer  with  him. 
Whether  Got.  Yates  had  done  right  or  wrong,  I  conuder 
such  sentiments  and  the  avowal  of  them  on  this  occasion 
as  creditable  to  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Flag^. 

Mr.  Young  however  was  nominated  fay  a  majority  of,  I 
believe,  from  fifteen  to  twenty.f    This  was  the  last  lepi- 

■Sn  nou  A.  al  thi  nl  of  iha  toIubm. 

t  I  tiDK  beron  TM  aTidnice  of  Ihe  tact  Uiai  tba  pMpla'i  ranri  ia  ih*  wlain  at 
UN,  luddeifnniw4ia«uppDnCDl.Yaan(i>ibe1icaBdldMalbr|or*nBr.  ttt- 
«nl  caucuiM*  »eit  batd  b,  Ibc  nicmban  af  Ibr  latftUtora  bclaii(l^  to  tbU 
rtnj.  la  ItKK  eaacDawi,  John  Craircr,  Bcori  Wbtalon,  (nd  Jok^  n.  Hnwa 
<f  Columbia  cowBiy,  wer*  iha  molt  aclix.  Il  wai  BnllTairwd  thai  a  alaitag^ 
fMlioB  aboDld  be  calM.  tat  Iba  purpoaa  of  nonilutiBi  a  lOTcriKir.  Tba  pmo* 
■ha  atoald  draw  the  aMma,  10  be  alsBed  br  Iha  namban  of  Ibc  latltUlnn  Bak- 
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latiTe  caucui  which  has  been  held,  and  which,  as  I  con- 
jecture, ever  will  be  held,  for  the  nomination  of  a  gover- 
nor.  OoT.  Yates  felt  this  abandonment  by  his  political 
friends  with  a  sensibility  the  most  painful.  Contrary  to 
the  moderation  and  mildness  of  his  nature,  he  had  yield* 
ed  many  things  and  done  many  acts  to  gratify  the  pro- 
pensities of'  the  party  with  whom  he  acted,  and  he  could 
not  but  regret  this  demonstration  of  the  feelings  of  the 
party  towards  himself,  as  an  instance  of  cold,  calculating 
policy,  and  of  extreme  ingratitude.  But  what  political 
party  has  ever  been  governed  by  considerations  of  grati- 
tude for  services  rendered  them  as  a  party  t 

Although  Mr.  Young  was  understood  to  have  been  in 
fiiYor  of  Uie  electoral  law,  and  although  his  friend,  Mr. 
Cramer,  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  senate  in  support 
of  it,  the  people's  party  in  the  legislature  were  unwilling 
to  support  him.  It  is  probable  they  believed  that  if  elected 
gOYemor,  he  would  pursue  the  course  and  accord  with  the 
policy  which  should  be  marked  out  for  him  by  the  Albany 
Regency.  That  Regency,  by  the  bye,  at  this  time,  cop- 
nsted  principally  of  Benjamin  Enower,  Treasurer;  Samuel 
A.  Talcott;  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  Comptroller;  Roger  Skinner, 
United  States  District  Judge;  Edwin  Croswell,  State 
Printer,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

The  people's  party  thereupon  held  a  legislative  caucus, 
of  which  Isaac  Ogden  was  chairman  and  David  Gardner 

hif  tbd  talli  wu  aypolBMd ;  and  it  wu  wcU  anderttood  tint  Mr.  Tonof  wmt  1^ 
1^  pot  in  aomination  for  governor.  Tlief  alao  aiirted  to  •atablith  a  mirspaptrte 
Albany,  in  opposition  to  the  rcfency ;  and  Allen  Jordaoi  now  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Hndtont  waa  to  In? e  beta  tbe  editor.  In  caie  tbe  party  tbonid  be  laeeeMftii  fm 
was  to  be  made  state  printer.  So  ardent  were  the  members  of  this  associalioAi 
that  some  part  of  the  printing  apparatus  for  the  new  psper  was  actually  purchas* 
•df  when  tha  nomlnntion  of  Col.  Young,  by  the  regeacf  party,  diseoncorted  tbtlr 
wbemes  andj  for  a  timCf  paralysed  their  exertions. 

Mr.  CrameTf  wIthaTiew,  I  imagine,  of  preventing  complsiut  and  public  clamory 
l»4mlNirsod  the  purchaser  of  the  materials  for  printing^  a  eoosidarablt  part  aTtlv 
pnrchasa  money  which  he  had  advanced. 
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Becretnj,  on  the  7th  of  April.  I  sm  nnible  to  stite  tlicir 
number,  but  it  could  not  have  been  laige.  They  nmed 
an  address,  in  vbich  they  complained  of  the  coDduct  of  tht- 
majority  in  refusing  to  restore  to  the  people  the  right  of 
choosing  presidential  electors;  they  protested  against  the 
designation  of  a  candidate  for  governor  by  the  memben 
of  the  legislature,  as  an  unauthorized  assumption  of  pow- 
er} and  they  recommended  that  a  cooTention  of  delegates 
should  be  chosen  by  the  friends  of  an  electoral  law,  whs 
should  meet  at  Utica,  on  the  21st  of  September,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  a  governor  and  lieut.  governor. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  Mr.  Wheat  on,  although  hehad.olH 
tained  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder  of  Ibe  BCt- 
Non,  arrived  at  Albany  from  Washington,  and  resumed  hw 
■eat  in  the  assembly.  It  is  not  improbable  that  tb«  op- 
ponents of  Mr.  Crawford,  at  Washington,  hail  advised  to 
the  measure  which  was  adopted  at  the  meeting  of  which 
Mr.  (^den  was  chairman,  and  that  the  timely  arrival  and 
influence  of  Mr.  Wheaton,  may  have  had  some  effect  ia 
getting  up  that  meeting. 

On  the  9lh  of  April  a  meeting  was  held  in  New-York| 
of  which  Morgan  Lewis  was  chairman,  and  C.  D.  Coldeo 
secretary;  at  which  Gen.  Jackson  was  nominated  for  pr^ 
sident. 

During  all  these  violent  contests,  which  occurred  in  the 
winter  of  1824,  Mr.  Clinton,  so  far  as  his  personal  iif 
flueoce  was  concerned,  remained  perfectly  quiet,  and  very 
few  if  any  of  his  friends  intimated  the  least  inclination  to 
bring  hitu  before  (he  public  for  any  office  whatever;  in- 
deed I  am  quite  sure  that  nine-tenths  of  them  were  oppo^ 
ed  to  his  being  a  candidate  for  any  public  employment;— 
Not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  his  capacity,  or  f^ 
ipect  lor  his  merits,  but  because  they  believed  that  hecoald 
not  be  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  becaiue 
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flwj  were  unwilling  to  embarrass  the  action  and  impede 
the  saccess  of  the  people's  party,  a  party  which  a  vast 
omjority  of  them  were  inclined  to  sustain,  by  affording  the 
•dyerse  party  an  opportunity  of  availing  themselves  of 
the  prejudices  entertained  by  many  friends  of  the  electoral 
hw,  against  Mr.  Clinton. 

The  Crawford  party  charged  on  the  people's  party  a 
disposition  to  coalesce  with  the  Clintonians;  and,  with  a 
▼iew  of  identifying  the  ^^ peopleish^  party  with  the  Clin- 
tonians,  and  when  that  should  be  done,  of  recovering,  in 
consequence,  many  fugitives  and  deserters  from  their  own 
ranks,  or  of  creating  an  irreparable  breach  between  the 
Clintonian  and  people's  party,  they  adopted  a  singular  but 
daring  and  bold  project. 

We  have  seen  with  what  zeal  Mr.  Clinton  had,  for 
many  years,  devoted  himself  to  the  promotion  of  the  canal 
policy;  that  he  had  been  appointed,  not  by  a  party,  but 
by  the  friends  of  internal  improvements,  one  of  the  first 
canal  commissioners;  that  he  had  supported  the  great  mea- 
sure of  constructing  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals,  at  the 
hazard  of  the  utter  prostration  of  bis  political  prospects, 
and  that  his  services  in  aid  of  that  great  work  had  been 
rendered  gratuitously.  No  mul-conduct  was  charged  or 
insinuated  against  him,  as  canal  commissioner.  He  was 
then  president  of  the  board,  a  majority  of  whom  were  his 
political  opponents.  On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  but 
a  few  hours,  perhaps  I  may  say  minutes,  before  the  time 
fixed  for  the  adjournment  of  both  houses,  Mr.  Bowman,  a 
senator  from  Monroe  county,  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  removal  of  De  Wilt  Clinton  from  the  office  of  canal 
commissioner.  The  resolution  was  acted  upon  without  a 
moment's  delay,  and  all  the  senators  save  three  voted  in 
the  affirm«itive.  Mr.  Cramer,  much  to  his  credit,  was  one 
of  them.  The  other  two,  were  Morgan  from  the  west, 
and  Mclntyre  from  Montgomery  county. 
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The  reaiolution  was  forthwith  sent  to  the  taMBnUjf^ 
where  it  wns  instantly  passed  by  a  majority  of  sizty-foor 
to  thirty-four. 

After  the  resolution  was  read  in  the  assembly,  and  be- 
fore the  vote  on,  it  was  taken,  Mr.  Cunningham  of  Mont^ 
gery,  who,  altogether  taken  by  surprisej  with  diflkultj 
obtained  the  floor  for  the  space  of  a  few  minutiHi  and 
poured  forth  the  following  torrent  of  eloquent  denuncia- 
tion against  the  authors  of  this  deed. 

'^  I  rise/'  said  Mr.  Cunningham,  **  with  no  ordinaij 
feeling  of  surprise  and  astonishment  at  the  resolution  just 
read|  as  coming  from  the  senate.  Sir,  it  is  calculated  to 
rouse  the  feelings  of  every  honest  man  on  this  floor.  Ito^ 
very  approach  was  marked  with  black  ingratitude  and 
base  design.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislature,  nor  to  impute  their 
acts  to  improper  motives,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted 
to  inquire,  for  what  good  and  honorable  purpose  has  this 
resolution  been  sent  here  for  concurrence  at  the  very  last 
moment  of  our  session!  Is  it  to  create  discord  among  us 
and  destroy  that  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  ought  to 
prevail  at  our  separation!  We  have  spent  rising  of  thrco 
months  in  legislation,  ami  not  one  word  has  been  said,  in- 
timating a  desire  or  intention  to  expel  that  honorable  gen* 
tieman  from  the  board  of  canal  commissioners.  Sir,  ho 
was  called  to  that  place  by  the  united  voice  and  common 
consent  of  the  people  of  this  state,  on  account  of  his  pe» 
culiar  and  transcendent  fitness  to  preside  at  that  board,  andl 
by  his  council  stimulate  and  forward  the  great  undertaking 
His  labor  for  years  has  been  ardent  and  unceasing  for  tho 
public  good;  he  endured  slander  and  persecution  from 
every  direction  like  a  Christian  martyr;  but  steadfast  in  his 
purpose,  he  pursued  his  course  with  a  firm  and  steadj 
step,  until  all  was  crowned  with  success,  and  the  most 
dent  of  his  opposers  sat  in  sullen  silence. 
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^  For  what,  let  me  ask,  did  Mr.  Clinton  endure  all  thiit 
Was  it  for  the  sake  of  a  salary?  No  sir,  it  was  for  the 
honor  and  welfare  of  his  state;  it  was  from  noble  and 
patriotic  motives  and  for  which  he  asked  nothing,  nor  did 
he  expect  anything  but  the  gpratitude  of  his  fellow-citir 


'^  Now  sir,  I  put  the  question  to  this  honorable  house  tm 
decide  upon  the  oath  which  they  hare  taken,  and  upoB 
their  sense  of  propriety  and  honor,  whether  they  art 
ready  by  their  votes  to  commit  the  sin  of  ingrratitude. 

"  I  hope  there  is  yet  a  redeeming  spirit  in  thb  house- 
that  we  will  not  be  guilty  of  so  great  an  outrage.  If  we 
concur  in  this  resolution,  we  shall  take  upon  ourselves  am 
awful  responsibility,  one  for  which  our  constituents  will 
call  us  to  a  strict  account.  What,  let  me  ask,  shall  wt- 
answer  in  excuse  for  ourselves,  when  we  return  to  an  in* 
qaisitive  and  watchful  peoplet  What  can  we  charge  to 
Mr.  Clinton  1  what  can  we  say  he  has  been  guilty  of,  that 
he  should  be  singled  out  as  an  object  of  state  vengeancet 
Will  some  friend  of  this  resolution  be  kind  enough  to  in* 
form  me  1  Sir,  I  challenge  an  inquiry,  I  demand  from 
the  supporters  of  this  high  handed  measure,  that  they  lay 
their  hands  on  their  he^irts  and  answer  me  truly  for  what 
cause  is  this  man  to  be  removed. 

^'  I  dare  assert  in  my  place  that  his  doings  as  a  canal 
commissioner  are  unimpeached,  and  unimpeachable,  and 
such  as  have  even  elicited  the  plaudits  and  admiration  of 
his  political  enemies.  This  sir,  is  the  official  character  of 
the  man  whom  we  now  seek  to  destroy.  I  hope  that  this 
house  will  pardon  me  when  I  freely  declare  my  opinion 
that  this  resolution  was  engendered  in  the  most  unhallow* 
ed  feelings  of  malice,  to  effect  some  nefarious  secret  pur- 
pose at  the  expense  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of  this  le* 
gislature;  however  hard  it  may  seem,  it  is  the  irresistible 

impulse  of  my  mind.    Some  may  call  me  a  federalist  at 
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Clintonian,  and  hmce  niy  zeal  manifeated  on  thia  eccaiioBj 
not  BO  sir,  no  party  name  or  feeling  ahall  be  auffiered  tD 
iafluence  my  conduct  or  my  Tote  when  conaidetationi  of= 
jtutice,  of  gratitude,  and  of  principle  make  their  demanihi 
upon  me.  However  much  I  esteem  Mr.  Clinton  aa  a. 
profound  statesman  and  scholar,  t  am  not  embarked  in  liiki 
political  fortunes,  but  free  and  untrammelled  without  feu, 
ftvor,  or  aSection. 

"I  am  well  aware  that  some  honorable  gentlemen  m»f' 
think,  if  they  vote  against  this  resolution,  they  will  be  lufr 
pected  in  their  politics^  such  considerations  ought  not  to 
influence  us  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Clinton  ia  not  is  thai 
political  market,  he  reposes  in  the  shades  of  honorablni 
letirement — he  asks  for  no  office  and  posseaaes  none  bat 
the  one  ot  which  he  ia  about  to  be  stripped. 

"The  senate,  it  appears,  have  been  actuated  by  aoaa. 
oniel  and  malignant  passion  unaccounted  for,  and  h«.T« 
Made  a  rush  upon  this  house  and  taken  us  on  aurprian. 
The  resoiutioD  may  pass,  but  if  it  does,  ny  word  for  itp 
we  are  disgraced  in  the  judgment  and  good  sense  of  an  ia^ 
jnred  but  intelligent  community.  Whatever  the  &te  oi 
this  resolution  may  be,  let  it  be  remembered  that  Mv. 
Clinton  has  acquired  a  reputation  not  to  be  destroyed  hj 
the  pitiful  malice  of  a  few  leading  partizans  of  the  day. 

"  When  the  contemptible  party  strifes  of  the  present  day 
Aall  have  passed  by,  and  the  political  hargainera  and 
iDgglcrs,who  now  hang  round  this  capitol  for  subsistence, 
fhall  be  overwhelmed  and  forgotten  in  their  own  inaignifr- 
GMkCj»— when  the  gentle  breeze  shall  pass  over  the  tomb 
of  that  great  man,  carrying  with  it  the  just  tribute  of  honot 
and  praise  which  is  now  withheld — the  pen  of  the  futun- 
historian,  in  better  days  and  in  better  timea,  will  do  him 
justice,  and  erect  to  his  memory  a  proud  monument  of 
ftme  as  imperishable  as  the  splendid  works  which  ova 
tiwir  origin  to  his  genius  and  peisevetance. 


lAHtlJ  OP  MBw^mMt  leiS^ 

^  Sir,  ¥  hffre  dbne — and  I  hare  only  to  beseech  everj 
honorable  gentlemtn  on  this  floor,  to  weigh  and  consider' 
wdl  the  consequences  of  the  vote  he  is  about  to  g^re  on 
tbb frnpoHant  question.  It  is  probably  the  last  that  will' 
be  given  this  session,  and  I  pray  (3od  it  may  be  such  ail? 
wfH  not  disgrace  us  in  the  eyes  of  our  constituents." 

It'  is'  pfoper  to  add,  that  Mr.  Cunmingham  was  not  an 
educated  man,  but  was  a  man  of  genius,  warm  hearted  and- 
mCUraHy  etoqilent; 

ht  tbe  assembly,  as  well  as  in  the  senate,  nearly  all  thi 
nl^mbers  belonging  to  the  people's  party,  who  were  sup^ 
porters  of  Mr.  Ailams,  voted  for  the  resolution,  white 
some  of  the  Crawford  men  voted  against  it. 

Wheaton  and  Tallmadge  voted  for  the  removal.  They- 
aliKT  were  taken  and  intended  to  be  taken  by  sui  prise. — 
But  it  wiur  the  most  unfortunate  vote  ever  given  by  Qm. 
Tallmadge;  fbr  had  it  not  been  for  that  vote,  he  wouM- 
utidonbte<ily  hkve'  been  the  next  governor  of  the  state  of 
N^w-Ybrk,  with  the  consent  and  support  of  the  wholes 
Clintonian  party. 

The  legislature  then  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday  in 
Horember. 

The  removal  of  De  Witt  Clinton  could  not  have  been 
devised  or  advised  by  Van  Buren.  The  news  of  this  out-* 
rage  operated  like  an  electric  shock  on  the  whole  com-* 
munity.  Upon  a  short  notice,  the  citizens  of  Albany 
rushed  to  the  capitol  in  great  numbers  and  appointed  the 
venerable  John  Tayler  chairman,  and  an  aged  revolution- 
ary veferan.  Gen.  John  H.  Wendell,  secretary.  The 
meeting  was  addressed  with  impassioned  and  unsurpassed 
eloquence  by  Col.  James  McKown,  whom  I  have  had 
occasion  heretofore  to  mention,  as  in  the  years  1819  arid 
'SO  a  distinguished  member  of  assembly  from  the  city  of 
Albany.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech, ''  Mr.  McKown 
resid  the  Ibllowing  resolutions,  which  were  separately  put* 
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to  tbc  meeting  by  tbe  cbairmBD,  and  tdopted  uaidit  Iha 
slrongcBt  expreniooa  of  reitented  appUuM  : 

"  Aefo^ved,  Tbat  tbe  late  removal  of  Dk  Witt  Cu■TCi^ 
confesaedljr  witbant  any  pretente  of  mieconduct,  htm 
the  office  of  canal  commisuoner,  tbe  duties  of  which  ha] 
had  for  fourteen  years  discbarged  with  distinguisbed  Mil,' 
and  abilily,  and  without  any  pecuniary  rewanl,Sa  »  mMk 
flagrant  and  wanton  Tiolation  of  public  trust,  injufkWT 
to  tbe  interest  of  tbe  state,  and  an  act  of  ingratituds  Hl4> 
injustice  revolting  to  the  moral  sense  of  every  hononblt 
nan,  and  unparalleled  in  tbe  political  biatory  of  d^. 
country. 

"  Raolved,  Tbat  ve  have  sought  in  vain  for  any  pdl{»^. 
ling  circumstances,  to  mitigate  this  most  glaring  outng^ 
and  that  we  can  only  regard  it  as  the  ofispring  of  that  V** 
lignant  and  insatiable  spirit  of  political  proscription,  whiflfc 
has  already  so  deeply  stained  tbe  annals  of  our  state. 

"  Ruoived,  That  the  perpetrators  of  tbia  act  of  violeact 
and  ingratitude,  are  utterly  unworthy  of  public  conGdeua- 
and  justly  deserve  the  reprobation  of  an  injured  aad  ,UI> 
suited  community. 

**  Raolved,  Tbat  for  the  boldness  with  which  he  plMT', 
ned,  the  patriotic  devotion  with  which  be  undertook  aid 
tbe  high  and  commanding  talents  and  unremitted  ardon^ 
with  wbicb  he  bas  successfully  prosecuted,  a  scbeau  af, 
internal  improvement  surpassing  in  magnitude  all  tbathad- 
ever  been  conceived  on  ibis  side  of  the  Atlantic,  aad  BO. 
less  useful  than  it  is  grand,  this  distinguished  citiien  ia  aife> 
titled  to  the  admiration,  gratitude  and  tbe  applaoieof  hil 
country,  and  especially  of  tbe  atatc  of  New- York. 

"  Resolved,  That  William  James,  Ebenezer  Baldmn, 
Joseph  Alexander,  Philip  S.  Parker,  Isaiah  Townicadf . 
Israel  Smith,  Samuel  M.  Hopkins,  Chandler  Starr,  Elp^ 
Jenkins,  Qideon  Hawley,  Teunls  Van  Vecbten,  John  Cb^ 
■idy,  Jeremiah  Waterman,  Jamea  M*Kown|  Jabai  IX, 
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Banimond  wnA  Alfred  Conckling,  together  with  the  chair- 
man and  secretary,  be  a  committee  to  express  to  him,  in 
behalf  of  this  meeting,  the  lively  sense  which  we  entertain 
of  these  very  highly  meritorious  services,  and  to  tender  to 
him  the  tribote  of  our  warmest  thanks." 

These  resolutions  were  drawn  by  Alfred  Conckling,  now 
a  judge  of  the  United  States  court  of  the  northern  district 
of  New-York. 

The  people  of  the  city  of  New- York  also  held  a  meet- 
ing, at  which  they  denounced  with  great  severity  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  took  the  unusual  course  of 
appointing  a  committee  of  twenty-five  of  their  most  distin- 
guished citizens,  among  whom  were  William  Bayard, 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  C.  D.  Golden  and  Thomas  Hertcll, 
to  visit  Mr.  Clinton  at  Albany,  and  in  person  make  known 
to  him  the  feelings  of  the  meeting.  This  committee  waited 
on  him  at  Albany,  and  their  ad;lress  to  him,  as  well  as  his 
reply,  were  highly  creditable  to  the  heads  and  hearts  of 
the  parties. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  honorable  to  the  moral  sense  of  this 
community,  that,  since  this  transaction,  I  have  never 
heard  a  single  individual,  of  any  political  sect,  speak  of  it 
without  reprobating  it. 

The  measure  did  not  have  the  effect  intended  by  the 
Crawford  party  in  the  legislature.  The  Clintonians  uni- 
versatly  perceived  the  motives  which  induced  the  act 
They  were  convinced  that  it  was  contrived  with  a  view 
fo  entrap  the  people's  party.  If  they  voted  against  the 
removal,  then  they  were  to  become  identified  with  the 
Clintonians;  if  they  voted  for  it,  then  the  Clintonians  were 
16  lienounce  them.     The  contrivance  did  not  succyeed. 

I  have  dwelt  with  more  particularity  on  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  because,  from  the  moment  it  occurred,  and 
not  until  then,  his  friends  began  to  insist  that  he  should  be 
Ae  next  candidate  for  governor;  and  I  do  not  think  il 
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voRuonable  to  infer,  thst  bis  reuwral  WH  A»  4 
his  uibMquent  nomitiBtion  and  election. 

It  is  scarcely  necf-saary  to  remark,  tbat  the  ■ 
•f  the  legislature  did  not  dimiaish  the  uoiftf  and -tnAt^ 
■nent  in  the  public  mind.  Bui  perhaps  no  individMll  fall 
■ore,  or  reflected  with  more  pabful  loxietjr  on  tbe.evftts 
of  the  last  winter,  than  Gov.  Yntea-  He  had  ToluaMwIJIj 
surrendered  bis  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  miprrffs  rmil^ 
which  unquestionably  he  night  hare  retained  for  KHMtaa 
or  twelve  years;  he  had,  Jipoa  the  organisation  of  tLc,||^ 
rernment  under  the  new  constitution,  «ncounter«l  all  lAl 
difficulties  and  responsibilities  of  distributing  ihejtnttftf 
tronage  among  thousanrlsof  powerful  competUon;  'UHl^^' 
had  served  bis  party,  sometimes  at  the  expense  ttf  tactii» 
eing  his  individual  predilections,  with  fidelity.  But.^^- 
was  now  cast  off  and  doomed  to  retirement,  while  his  ns^lg 
(Col.  Young,)  was  to  enjoy  that  distinctioB  and  uithod;^ 
which  he  believed  fairly  and  of  right  to  be  bis.  Toaick 
a  state  of  things  he  could  not  yield  a  quiet  subi 
He  was  told,  and  he  believed,  that  he  had  loot  his  p 
rity  by  refusing,  in  bis  message  in  January,  to  rta 
an  electoral  law,  and  he  persuaded  himself  that  the  pai^ 
in  favor  of  that  measure,  which  he  knew  was  conposedm 
well  of  the  ClintonlanKas  the  people's  men,  were<o  sapeh 
diirided  in  opinion  about  the  selection  of  a  gubematoiM 
candidate,  that  if  be  were  to  place  himself  in  an  attitiidf 
which  would  enable  ihem  with  sny  decent  regani  to  ao^ 
aistency  to  support  him  as  their  candidate,  in  all  probabili^ 
they  would  du  so;  or  if  in  this  view  of  the  cape  he  imr 
mistaken — if  he  was  to  come  out  publicly  in  laTor  of  -(tav 
measure  which  had  recently  excited  so  much  alteatiaa  it 
vould  create  such  confusion  in  the  ranks  of  the  supparton 
of  Col.  Young,  as  would,  in  all  probability,  defeat  a  rinf 
for  whom  it  cannot  be  supposed  he  entertained  much  aSiPi 
tioB.     It  must  have  been  ander  some  anoh  inprMaioH% 
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teat,  eonliwry  to  the  expectations,  and  to  the  surprise  of 
all  parties,  on  the  2n(l  day  of  June  he  issued  a  proclauia- 
tion  requiring  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  on  the 
Sad  day  of  August, 

His  proclamation  recited,  that  whereas,  contrary  to  h{s 
anticipations  when  he  communicated  his  annual  messi^y 
ODDgress  had  adjourned  without  having  taken  any  actidn 
on  the  subject  of  amending  the  constitution  in  relation  to 
the  choice  of  presidential  electors;  and  whereas,  during 
the  last  session,  a  bill  had  nearly  unanimously  passed  thie 
assembly,  giving  to  the  people  the  power  to  choose  the 
•lectors,  which  had  been  postponed  in  the  senate;  and  also 
whereas,  the  people  were  justly  alarmed  with  the  appre- 
hension that  ^^iheir  undoul4ed  right'*'*  of  choosing  the  elect- 
ors of  president  and  vice-president  would  be  withheld  frods 
them;  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  their  repre- 
aentatives  to  carry  into  effect  their  wishes  in  this  respect, 
Jie  directed  an  extra  meeting  of  the  legislature.  But  tHi 
expedient  did  not  result  in  any  personal  benefit  to  Got. 
Yates,  unless  the  defeat  of  Col.  Young  was  a  gratification 
to  his  feelings.  The  Clintonian  party  could  not  be  brought 
to  look  upon  him  with  favor,  and  it  was  too  late  to  change 
tiie  current  of  the  people^s  party  in  his  favor.  The  friendt 
of  Mr.  Crawford  viewed  his  conduct  with  sensations  of 
surprise  and  indignation. 

During  this  year,  Mr.  Leake  resigned  his  oflSce  as  one 
of  the  state  printers,  and  the  printing  for  the  state  was 
confided  solely  to  Mr.  Croswell.  The  cause  of  thii 
change  was  that  Mr.  Leake  was  an  honest  and  decided 
friend  to  Mr.  Clay  for  the  presidency,  while  Mr.  Ccos- 
well  was  equally  decided  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford. 
Both  gentlemen  having  become  fixed  and  settled  in  their 
respective  predilections  and  a  large  majority  of  the  pa- 
trons of  the  Argus  concurring  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Croswell,  an  amicable  arrangement  was  made  between  the 
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pKitict  in  uterett  bj  which  Mr.  Lake  Tolnntirily  «l^ 
dmr  from  the  concern.  '  "^ 

On  the  2nd  of  August,  there  wu  a  very  fall  ttteadHb 
of  the  members  of  the  legislature  at  Albany,and  MtoA'il 
the  senate  wm  opened  and  before  the  governor's  mcaagt 
ms  deliverefl,  one  of  the  seventeen  senators  who  Wl 
voted  against  the  electoral  law,  (Byram  Green,)  moTel^ 
resolution  censuring  thegovemor  for  calling  the  legislate* 
together.  The  governor's  message  contained  a  reitentk* 
of  the  sentiments  contained  in  his  proclamation,  mi 
strongly  ui^ed  the  propriety  of  passing  an  electoral  Inr. 

It  strikes  me  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  govenMr 
frankly  to  have  avowed,  that  since  the  delivery  of  hb  Ai> 
noal  message  he  had  changed  his  opinion  on  that  hI^ 
ject;  for  there  really  was  something  ludicrous  in  the  pith 
tension  that  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  his  message  in  Afr  . 
oary,  he  seriously  believed  that  by  any  action  of  congnA 
the  United  States  constitution  would  be  amended  so  M^ 
change  the  mode  of  choosing  electors.  He  knew  wvIL 
that  congress  could  not,  if  theywould,  at  the  then  Mart 
election  restore  the  people  to  "  their  undoubted  right"  df 
choosing  the  presidential  electors;  and  every  sane  aCa 
knew  that  by  a  constitutional  majority  they  would  not^  iP 
they  could.  '■ '' 

Immediately  after  the  governor's  message  was  read,  Mt. 
Flagg  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  since  the  last  adjournment  of  tLs  1^' 
gislature,  nothing  has  transpired  within  the  letter  or  qijok 
of  the  constitution,  requiring  an  extraontinary  session  ^ 
this  time;  and,  therefore,  the  proclamation  of  the  gorsV 
nor  convening  the  same,  is  not  warranted  by  the  conitlta* 
tion.  '>'- 

"  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  transaction  of  legio 
lative  business  in  obedience  to  a  proclamation  thua  indiB-' 
sreetly   issued,  and   especially   in   relation   to  a  i 
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vhtch  had  been  repeatedly  discussed  and  acted  upon  by 
the  legislature  at  their  last  meeting,  would  sanction  a  pre* 
eedent  of  dangerous  temlency;  and  that  it  is  due  to  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  to  the  constitution 
onder  which  they  sit^and  the  oath  they  have  taken  to  sup- 
port it,  as  to  the  highest  anfl  best  interests  of  their  constitu- 
ents, that  they  should  forthwith  adjourn — Therefore, 

^  Resolvedy  (if  the  senate  concur,)  the  two  houses  will 
immediately  adjourn,  to  meet  again  pursuant  to  law." 

The  two  first  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  the  house,  although  that  same  house,  I  believe,  on  the 
same  day,  passed  a  resolution,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-five  to 
forty-four,  that  an  electoral  law  ought  to  be  passed.  Do- 
ring  the  discussion  of  these  resolutions  much  heat  was 
excited,  and  some  very  able  and  eloquent  speeches  were 
delivered.  Gen.  Tallmadge,  in  particular,  distinguished 
himself  by  several  powerful  addresses,  and  on  one  occasion 
drew  forth  such  tumultuous  applause  from  the  galleries 
that  the  authority  of  the  speaker  was  put  in  requisition, 
and  was  hardly  sufficient  to  preserve  any  thing  like  order. 

Not  a  single  act  of  legislation  was  accomplished ; 
and  the  two  houses  adjourned  on  the  6th  of  August  to  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  after  a  session  of  four  days. 

If  Gov.  Yates  had  any  personal  views  in  calling  this  ex- 
tra session,  he  entirely  failed  of  realizing  them.  To  him, 
individually,  the  movement  was  injurious;  but  to  the  party 
opposed  to  the  election  of  Col.  Young,  it  was  highly  bene- 
ficial, as  it  ser\ed  to  continue  and  increase  the  agitations 
of  the  public  mind,  and  strengthen  the  opposition  to  the 
Crawford  party. 

After  the  atljournment  of  the  legislature,  all  eyes  wert 
turned  with  intense  anxiety  to  the  Utica  convention. 
Many  of  the  political  ami  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton began  to  put  themselves  in  motion  and  to  urge  his 
nomination,  while  others  of  that  class  doubted  the  propri- 
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ety  of  the  measure.  Several  of  the  latter  were  ti 
most  retpectkble  personal  frieads.  They  belicTad  tin 
prejudice  against  him  so  universal,  that  to  bring  kkfe'W^ 
fore  the  public  at  that  time,  would  be  a  dangeroui  • 
ment,  anil  would  be  hazarding  too  much;  while  t 
atdeot  for  the  prostration  of  the  Albany  R^enc7j'«|l 
looking  to  the  auccess  of  the  cause  in  which  they  «|||i 
engaged  as  paramount  to  all  other  coniiderationSf  «ate- 
tained  apprehensions  that  that  succeEs  would  be  iiaiiiim 
sarily  jeopardised  by  the  nomination  of  Clintou,  in  ocAn- 
quence  of  the  existence  of  the  mass  of  prejudice  to  whicU 
have  alluded.  Gen.  Tallmadge  wag  a  connexion  ot  ^^ 
Clinton  family.  He  had,  for  many  yean,  been  a  CU|^(^ 
nian,  and  as  such  bad  been  elected  a  member  of  congnan 
but,  at  the  convention  of  1821,  had  claimed  to  ba  -rf 
the  other  party.  In  the  winter  of  1824  he  was  uiufv» 
sally  the  favorite  (.andidate  for  governor,  of  the  Clinhiai|||k 
party.  But  his  vole  on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton  froK 
the  office  of  canal  commissioner,  had  changed  that  parliftlijtf 
into  the  most  bitter  feeling  of  hostility. 

Such  was  the  personal  resentment  entertained  i 
him,  that  the  Glinlonians  would  much  more  willingly  h 
supported  Henry  Wbeaton,  who  bad,  from  the  time  of  Ufl 
establishment  of  the  National  Advocate,  to  the  time  of  Jiii 
vote  for  the  removal  of  Clinton,  steadily,  and  I  may  t4if 
bitterly  opposed  him.  Wbeaton  had  acted  in  accordaaqi 
witb  his  uniform  political  course;  Tallmadge  waaconnh 
ered  as  having  added  treachery  to  an  un principled. aq^ 
resting  on  political  expedience  alone  for  its  defence,      -j^ 

Mr.  Clinton  himself,  who,  as  I  have  somewhere  sbl 
observed,  generally  looked  at  a  given  end  without  taWng 
care  to  provide  for  the  means  of  accomplishing  it,  W4 
•anguine  in  his  hopes  of  succesSj  not  only  of  a  nom 
but  an  election. 
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There  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Charles  O. 
Haines  whpi  some  few  years  before,  had  ^emigrated  from 
the  state  of  New-Hampshire  to  the  city  of  New- York,  aa 
Sfiguaintaoce,  and  I  believe,  a  classmate,  of  Mr.  Carter  of 
the  New- York  Statesman,  who  had  been  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Clinton  while  he  was  governor.  Mr.  H. 
Has  a  man  of  fine  appearance  and  good  address.  He 
WKttte  much  on  political  subjects,  and  with  great  facility 
and  fluency.  Although  a  young  roan  of  great  activity  and 
energy,  his  talents  were  rather  of  the  showy  kind — more 
brilliant  than  solid.  He  was  the  advocate,  perhaps  I 
onghi  to  say,  the  eulogist  of  Gov,  Clinton--'the  weakest 
point  in  whose  character  was  too  great  fondness  for  praise 
"-^  weakness  which  degenerated  into  an  appetite  for  per- 
aooal  adulation.  Mr.  Haines  soon  became  a  great  favorite 
asd  for  some  time  while  Mr.  C.  was  governor  Mr.  Haines 
was  his  private  secretary.  This  young  gentleman  took  a 
very  active  part  in  procuring  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Clia 
ton.  fie  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  political 
friends  of  Clinton  in  every  part  of  the  state.  He  travelled 
from  one  county  to  another;  he  wrote  and  published  in 
the  leading  Clintonian  newspapers  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton's nomination^  and  he,  in  person,  exhorted  his  friends 
everywhere  to  stand  firm  in  his  support.  [See  JVote  L  | 

On  the  other  band,  the  people's  party  proper,  at  the 
head  of  whom  stood  Tallmadge,  Wheaton,  Burt,  Ogden, 
Burrows,  and  others,  entertained  the  most  invincible  pre- 
judices against  Clinton.  But  they  had  no  man  whose 
•laading  would  warrant  them  to  bring  forward  as  governor 
except  Gen.  Tallmadge,  and  the  aversion  to  him  on  (he 
part  of  the  Clintonians  was  equally  invincible.  Had  the 
people's  party  have  been  able  to  have  offered  some  other 
man  of  equal  standing  and  talents  with  Mr.  Tallmadge,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe,  a  majority  of  the  Clintonian  party 
would  have  yielded  him  their  support. 
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Tht  Utiea  eonvenlion  contRuiMl  an  anemblage  of  ma 
Buny  of  whom  were  ilistin^iihed  for  their  talenta,  mafii 
of  character,  and  prints  worth;  bat  when  or^antMdi  H 
was  soon  aacertained  that,  aa  between  Oeti.  Tallmailgt  Mi 
Mr.  Clinton,  a  targe  majority  of  the  menbera  were  faronpi 
ble  to  the  latter. 

One  handred  and  twenty-two  delegates  were  j 
The  first  da;  waa  spent  in  oi^nising,  and  in  ascert 
each  other's  opinions  and  views.  There  were  in  the  ati?' 
▼ention,  if  I  rightly  recollect,  about  thirty  people^i  aii£' 
These  were  all  in  favor  of  Tallmadge;  and  besides  thti^ 
several  ClintoDians  thought  his  nomination  would  be  BMit 
judicious,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith  of  MaAmttf 
and  Doct.  Barstow  of  Tioga.  The  meeting  was  organiMd 
by  the  appointment  of  the  venerable  John  Tayler  of  AIIhi^ 
nyjpresident,  Alexander  Coffin,  an  old  and  highly  reapwj|>> 
ble  citizen  of  Hudson,  and  an  uniform  demociat|  TiCii''' 
president,  and  Samuel  Stevens  of  Washington  coob^' 
since  so  brilliantly  distinguished  aa  an  eminent  Inrjtt^' 
then  a  people's  man,  secretary. 

The  people's  party  in  the  convention,  finding  it  wH 
impossible  to  nominate  Tallmadge,  proposed  John  W; 
Taylor  of  Saratoga,  late  speaker  of  the  United  StatCi 
house  of  representatives,  who  was  known  as  a  Clintoaitt. 
A  majority  of  the  Clintonian  members  manifested  a  dJapo- 
ution  to  accede  to  this  proposition:  but  Mr.  Viele,  a  d^ 
legate  from  Saratoga,  produced  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ta^or' 
positively  declining  a  nomination.  Of  course  this  a|dw; 
ble  arrangement  could  not  be  consummated.  And  hettfx 
beg  leave  to  pause  in  my  narrative,  for  the  puipoN'tif 
making  a  single  remark.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  suppMter  Of 
Adams — Mr.  Clinton  of  Jackson.  Had  Taylo^  have  back 
elected  governor,  he  wokild,  by  his  prudence  and  addreVf' 
soon  have  amalgamated  the  Clintonian  and  people's  pwlf 
into  one  compact,  o^nized  body;  and  the  slate,  in  sH 
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human  probabtlityi  would  have  supported  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  AdamS|  and  his  re-election.  Had  it,  in  1836 
and  'ST,  been  universally  believed  that  the  great  state  of 
New-York  would  have  given  its  vote  for  the  re-election 
of  Mr.  Adamst  in  1828,  is  it  not  probable  that  he  would 
have  been  re-elected  1  What  great  events,  in  the  political 
as  well  as  the  natural  world,  may  be  produced  by  appa- 
rently trifling  causes ! 

On  the  the  22nd  September,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  nomi- 
nated governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  James  Tallmadge 
was  unanimously  nominated  lieutenant  governor. 

The  convention,  before  they  adjourned,  resolved,  that 
legislative  caucusses  were  improper,  and  that  justices  of 
the  peace  ought  to  be  elected  by  the  people.*  Both  these 
resolutions  were  in  themselves  correct,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  public  sentiment  at  that  period. 

As  soon  as  it  was  declared  in  convention  that  De  Witt 
Clinton  was  nominated,  Mr.  Coffin,  the  vice-president,  ihm 
New-York  Delegation  and  most  of  the  members  who  be- 
longed to  the  people's  party  seceded  in  a  body  from  the 
convention  and  formed  another  meeting,  of  which  Mr. 
Coffin  was  made  chairman,  and  Mr.  Tofld,  of  New-York, 
secretary.  But,  alas!  what  could  they  dol  A  conven- 
tion of  delegates,  chosen  by  citizens  ^^  in  favor  of  the  elec- 
toral law,"  had  in  pursuance  of  their  own  recommenda- 
tion met,  and  after  free  and  full  discussion,  nominated  the 
state  executive  officers.  As  the  high  minded  federalists, 
some  years  before,  had  said  of  themselves  and  of  the 
federal  party,  they  had  no  ground  of  principle  to  stand 
upon.  They  were  committed  against  Young — ihey  were 
committed  against  Clinton.  If  they  held  up  a  candidate 
of  their  own,  the  consequence  would  be,  either  Mr.  Clin- 
ton or  Mr.  Young  would  be  elected,  to  both  of  whom  they 
were  opposed.  In  this  posture  of  affairs,  tbey  contented 
themselves  with  publishing  a  protest  against  the  nomina* 

*  ThU  rttolMhMi  wm  mored  b|  Qrm.  J.  GeblMrdI  •fWnlininit. 
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tion  of  Mr.  Crinton,  and  resolving  that  the;  would  R^ 
port  Q«n.  THlImaflgf  as  Heut.  goveraor.  ^is  movaMit 
di<t  not,  I  imagine,  pro.luce  much  effect  either  one  wwf  il( 
the  other.  At  any  rate  I  do  not  think  it  weakmetftljll 
support  of  Mr.  Clinton.  It  rather  had  the  efleel  tf 
banishing  all  suspicion  nf  a  secret  understanding  betwtiJr 
the  Clinlonians  and  people's  partj. 

After  Mr.  Clinton's  nomination,  a  strong  effdrt  mi 
made  lo  induce  the  democratic  friends  of  the  eleeUMl 
law  to  support  Col.  Young.  Previous  to  the  UtioteoB^ 
vention  Mr.  Young,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hudson,  a  memiAJ 
of  the  assembly  from  Madison  county,  had  declared  liuk*. 
aelf  in  favor  of  such  a  law  and  of  Henry  Clay  for  prHlr 
dent.  Arier  the  Utica  convention, Mr.  YoungagainwtdCk 
to  Jesse  Clark,  a  member  of  the  senate  from  Seneca  copft- 
fy,  repealing  what  he  had  staled  to  Mr.  Hudson,  and  dcelbk^ 
ing  that  his  opinions  remsined  unchanged.  This  lettaK 
beais  date  on  the  29th  September,  which,  it  will  be  aaet^ 
was  a  few  days  aAer  the  convention.  Both  letters  wcrti 
publiBhe<l  in  most  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  atate. 
The  publication  of  these  letters  utterly  failed  in  dmwing. 
to  the  rapport  of  Mr.  Y.  the  real  friends  of  the  electonl 
law.  Whatever  might  be  Co).  Young's  private  opiaioai) 
they  reganled  him  as  the  selected  agent  of  the  Albany 
R^ency,  who  was  to  execute  their  behests.  They  could 
not  believe  that  the  favorite  of  the  seventeen  senaton 
who  had  tleliberatt^ly  denied  the  people  the  right  of' 
choosing  their  own  agents,  was  sincerely  attached  toHUilN 
principles  which  the  same  senators  had,  by  their  ^|fc* 
solemnly  n'pudiateil.  While,  on  the  olher  hand,  hoaft 
able  men,  who  had  opposed  the  electoral  law,  and  Iran 
sincerely  desirous  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Crawford  aa  Iha 
only  real  democratic  candidate,  were  displessed  and  di^ 
gusted  at  an  act  of  their  candidate,  for  the  &rsl  office  in 
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tk  Mile,. which,  on  the  face  of  it,  was  condemnatory  of 
Hkfir  awn  political  course. 

The  result  of  the  election  in  November  astounded  men 
of  all  parties.  It  was  a  complete  tornado.  Mr.  Clinton 
was  elected  goreroor  by  a  majority  of  sixteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  six  votes  over  Col.  Young;  and  Gen. 
Tallmadge's  majority  over  General  Root  was  thirty-two 
tbousand  four  hundred  and  nine.  In  the  county  of  Tomp- 
lomMj  Tallmadge  received  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirty-three  votes,  and  Root  only  three!  In  the  same 
coanty  Young  obtained  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty*two  over  Clinton.  In  six  of  the  eight  senatorial 
districts,  the  people's  or  Clintonian  ticket  was  successful. 
What  a  change  I  Only  two  years  before,  every  district  in 
the  state  had  chosen  strictly  caucus  or  regency  candidates. 

Itt  the  assembly,  a  very  large  majority  (more  than 
three  to  one,)  of  the  members  were  opposed  to  the  Albany 
Regency. 

The  senators  elected,  were — 

From  the  First  District,  Cadwallader  D.  Colden, 
"       Second   do..     Wells  Lake, 


«  Third  do. 
"  Fourth  do. 
^  Fifth  do. 
"  Sixth  do. 
"  Seventh  do. 
Eighth    do. 


a 


Richard  McMichacI, 
John  Cniry, 
George  Brayton, 
Stukeiy  Ellsworth, 
John  C.  Spencer, 
Samuel  Wilkinson. 


Iff.  Lake  and  Mr.  Ellsworth  were  elected  on  the  regu- 
hr  democratic  ticket,  and,  by  their  opponents,  were  called 
regency  men;  all  the  rest  were  Clintonians.  In  the  sev- 
enth district  Byram  Greene,  the  late  senator,  was  the  oppo- 
sing candidate  to  Mr.  Spencer.  He  was  the  only  member 
of  the  celebrated  seventeen  who  ventured  himself  as  a 
candidate,  and  he  was  beaten  by  a  tremendous  majority. 
Dudley  Marvin,  a  member  of  congress,  of  great  ^it  and 
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good  humor,  speaking  of  Mr.  SpenceHa  majority  uid;  of- 
Mr.  Greene,  told  Mr.  S.  he  "  had  got  a  greater  mi\jnri^ 
fAort  if  he  had  rvn  alone."  .    . .' 

In  the  sixth  dislriut,  Mr.  John  Blakely,  a  member  otltoi. 
people's  party,  was  the  opposing  candidate  to  Mr.  Ellf.-/ 
worth,  and,  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation,  * 
ering  the  strength  of  parties  in  the  district,  came  withk 
very  few  votes  of  being  elected.  In  short,  never  i 
there  a  political  revolution  in  this  sute  more  deciiive  k 
«mplete. 

The  legislature  convened,  for  the  purpose  6f  chc 
jiresidential  electors,  on  the  2nd  of  November,  and  on  II 
aext  day  a  caucus  was  held  in  the  senate  chamber  for  tht.i 
purpose  of  nominating  the  electors.  The  repub|ic«B.' 
members  of  the  two  houses  were  called  in  the  usual  fom| 
by  a  written  notice.  Gen.  Root  was  appointed  chainmp. 
He  directed  that  in  calling  the  roll  the  names  of  tbow 
members  in  attendance  who  Joined  in  recommending  |h*, 
Utica  convention  should  be  omitted.  This  decision  «M 
appealed  from,  and  the  general  refused  to  put  the  qucfltisB 
on  the  appeal.  The  meeting  at  length  dissolved  in  coafil> 
sion,  without  any  formal  action. 

On  the  lOtb  of  November,  however,  the  senate  none 
nateil  electors  on  the  part  of  that  house.     There  ware 
three  tickets  voted  for.     The  ticket  having  on  it  tbenamci 
of  thirty-six  electors  favorable  to  Mr.  Clay, received  mtcb 
votes;  that  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams  received  seven  votcq 
and  that  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crawford,  seventeen.     Thuj^ 
will  be  seen,  that  the  same  number  of  votes  were  giife*.'. 
for  the  Crawford  ticket,  as  there  were  senators  who  TOtpd  -. 
for  the  indefinite  postpone  mi.' nt  of  the  electoral  law.     Thfl  : 
same   men  who  voteil    for  that  postponement  voted   fbi  . 
Crawford  electors.     The  Crawford  ticket  was,  of  C0ttrM|; 
nomioated  in  the  senate. 
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In  the  assembly  there  -mnsj  for  some  time,  great  difficulty 
m  making  any  nomination,  there  not  being  a  majority  of 
that  body  in  favor  of  any  one  of  the  presidential  candir 
dates.  On  the  first  attempt  to  nominate,  the  Clay  ticket 
received  thirty-two  votes,  the  Crawford  forty-three,  and 
the  Adams  fifty.  After  considerable  manoeuvring,  a  com- 
promise between  the  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay 
was  effected,  and  it  was  agreed  to  form  a  ticket  composed 
9f  electors  part  of  whom  were  for  Mr.  Adams  and  part  for 
Mr.  Oay.  The  ticket  thus  formed,  was  nominated  by  the 
assemblyi  but,  upon  a  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houses,  w 
eonsequence  of  three  blank  votes,  so  nearly  were  the  par- 
ties divided,  that  only  thirty-two  out  of  the  thirty-six  elect- 
orSy  were  declared  duly  chosen.  Upon  a  second  ballot, 
four  of  the  Crawford  men  were  elected.  It  will  be  seesi 
in  the  sequel,  that  these  four  votes  taken  from  Clay  and 
given  to  Crawford,  caused  him  to  be  one  of  the  three  can- 
didates who  received  the  highest  number  of  votes,  and 
excluded  Mr.  Clay  from  a  competition  in  the  house  of 
representatives;  for,  upon  the  final  canvass,  Mr.  Crawford 
received  in  the  United  States,  including  those  four  votes, 
forty-one  votes,  and  Mr.  Clay  thirty-seven.  Did  the  Ad- 
ams men,  in  the  New-York  legislature,  act  with  good  faith 
towards  tbeir  Clay  friends  1 

At  the  time  the  electors  were  chosen,  it  was  well  known, 
that  no  election  of  president  would  be  made  by  the  elect- 
ors in  December;  that  the  election  would  eventually  be 
made  by  the  states  in  congress;  that  however  the  vote  of 
Mew- York  might  be  cast,  Mr.  Adams  and  Gen.  Jackson 
would  be  among  the  three  candidates  out  of  whom,  by  the 
constitution,  the  president  must  be  chosen;  and,  of  course^ 
all  which  New- York  could  effect  by  her  vote  would  be  to 
decide  the  question  whether  Mr.  Crawford  or  Mr.  Clay 
should  be  a  candidate  before  the  house  of  representativ«,8. 
Another  point  waa  universally  conceded,  which  was,  that 
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Ur.  Cnwford,  if  be  rec«ved  votea  enough  to  carry  Us 
into  the  house,  coulil  not  be  elected,  and  that,  in  >U  te^ 
man  probability,  if  Mr.  Clay  could  be  one  of  these  caadf 
dates,  he  would  be  elected.  Hence  it  may  be  inferred|  ttal 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  were  really  interested  in  hvot 
of  Crawford  as  against  Clay.  What  surprised  me,  vMf 
that  Mr.  Crawford's  friends  did  not,  under  this  aspect  of 
the  case,  choose  Clay  electors.  In  this  way,  tbe  state  of 
New- York,  and  in  truth,  the  Crawford  party,  would  m 
&ct  have  made  the  next  president.  It  is  probable,  tltft 
before  the  contest  terminated,  more  of  personal  feeling  bnl 
mingled  with  the  political  struggle  than  a  bystatider  wmM 
hare  been  led  to  suppose. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  Mr.  Knower  resigned  tus  oSok 
aa  treasurer,  and  Abraham  Keyser  of  Schoharie,  wai|  b^ 
fore  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  appointed  hia  mw* 
cesBor. 

Several  new  banks  bad,  during  the  winter  session,  baoi 
chartered,  among  which  was  the  Chemical  Bank  in  Vvw- 
York.  During  the  November  session,  a  complaint  ma 
made  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  chartering  this  fatek 
had  been  procured  by  corrupt  means.  An  investigatiM 
was  ordered,  and  a  committee  appointed  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  evidence  given  befoia 
the  Gomroitlee  afforded  a  most  disgusting  picture  of  Uw 
depravity  of  the  members  of  the  Ifgislalure,  and  indecil|  I 
might  say,  of  the  degradation  of  human  nature  itself.  TIm 
attempt  lo  corrupt,  and  in  fact,  corruption  itself,  wu  bM 
confined  to  any  one  party.  It  extended  to  individuab  of 
all  parties,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  (he  intercat  of 
members  in  these  applications  for  moneyed  incorporalioM 
had  an  effect  on  the  political  action  of  some  of  them.  Mr 
Caldwell,  a  witness,  testifieil  that  he  heard  a  senator  ai^) 
*■'  I  su  a  Crawford  roan  to-day,  but  unless  tbe  C^enkll 
Bvik  paaaes  I  shall  be  a  people's  man  to-moirow."    !■ 
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thort|  it  was  erident  that  the  foul  and  sickening  scenes  of 
1812,  had  been  re-enacted  in  1824. 

I  will  close  the  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  this  jtA 
with  a  single  reflection,  which  is,  that  it  is  very  profafabltf^ 
if  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  had,  at  the  commenceinelkt 
of  the  session  of  1824,  either. 

First.  Openly  and  frankly  declared  their  real  views — 
that,  in  their  judgment,  it  was  essential  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  republican  ascendancy  in  the  nation  that  Mr. 
Crawford  should  be  elected  president;  that  to  effect  theii 
object  it  was  only  necessary  to  retain  the  law  as  it  then 
was,  and  had  been  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution:  to  wit,  that  the  electors  should  be  chosen  by 
the  legislature,  and  if  an  innovation  was  then  attempted^ 
to  have  frankly  and  honestly  avowed  the  principles  upon 
which  they  acted.     Or, 

Second.  If  they  had  come  out,  as  perhaps  they  ought  ^ 
to  have  done,  considering  the  circumstances  and  pledges 
under  which  many  of  them  were  elected,  and  declared 
themselves  in  favor  of  an  electoral  law,  and  such  an  elec- 
toral law  as  was  in  accordance  with  our  usage  and  prac- 
tice ever  since  the  organization  of  the  government,  that 
is,  that  a  plurality  of  votes  should  decide  the  election; 
if  they  had,  in  good  faith,  supported  the  enactment  of 
such  a  law^;  if,  after  its  passage,  they  had  nominated,  as 
they  might  have  done,  electors  favorable  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford; and  if  then,  in  conducting  the  election,  they  had 
denounced  every  man  who  should  oppose  such  nomina- 
tion as  a  traitor  to  the  republican  party,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  the  discipline  of  party,  the  charm  of  names, 
and  the  high  character  and  real  merit  of  Mr.  Crawford, 
together  with  the  horror  which  at  that  time  was  felt^ 
whenever  Clintonianism  or  federalism  was  mentioned| 
would  have  ensured  a  triumph  to  the  Crawford  party. 


I 


<  conjectures,  they  furnish  addi- 
public  as  well  as  in  private 
cess  13  most  efieclually  secured 
and  that,  in  polilics,  as  well  «■ 
»en  nan  and  man,  "  Aonu/jp  «t 
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ntOM  JAKUABY  1,  UM|  TO  JlNUiXT  I,  UM. 

It  wouldi  perhaps,  have  been  more  agreeable  to  my 
general  plan  of  conductbg  these  sketches,  before  I  oloeed 
the  last  chapter,  to  have  given  some  account  of  the  pas- 
sage  of  three  acts  which  partook  of  a  party  character,  du- 
ring the  November  session  of  the  legislature. 

Although  there  was  a  majority  of  that  legislature  who 
were  opposed  to  that  class  of  politicians  who  were  called 
the  Albany  Regency  party,  yet  a  very  considerable  majo* 
rity  of  the  members  in  both  houses  were  opposed  to  Mr. 
Clinton  and  desirous  of  restricting  his  power  and  patronage. 
This  wiH  account  for  the  legislative  action  which  took 
place  at  the  extra  session,  at  a  moment  when  the  regency 
knew  that  the  control  over  two  branches  of  the  govern* 
ment — the  assembly  and  the  executive  department — was 
about  to  pass  out  of  their  hands. 

As  a  sort  of  excuse  for  not  passing  an  electoral  law,  and 
as  if  they  were  uncertain  what  the  details  of  such  a  law 
ought  to  be,  they  passed  a  bill  directing  that,  at  the  next 
annual  election  the  inspectors  of  the  several  polls  should 
provide  three  boxes,  in  one  of  which  each  voter  might  de* 
posite  a  ballot,  on  which  should  be  written  ^*  By  Districts," 
or  "  By  general  ticket,  plurality,"  or  **  By  general  ticket^ 
majority;"  and  that  the  result  of  this  voting  should  be 
certified  to  the  legislature  at  their  first  meeting  in  1826,  by 
the  secretary  of  state. 

They  were  sensible  that  there  would  be  soon  an  abso* 
lute  necessity  of  revising  the  statutes  of  the  state,  with  a 
view,  among  other  things,  of  better  adapting  them  to  the 
new  constitution.    This  subject|  it  will  be  remeabtrcdy 


htd  been  repeatedly  ui^il  upon  the  leguUtare  ij  Qm* 
Yates,  but  they  could  nerer  find  time  to  attend  to  it  ontO 
after  the  election  in  November.  Not  wishing  to  leiTe  Ikl 
appointment  of  tbe  reVisen  to  their  successors,  befon 
their  adjournment,  they  passed  a  law  appointing  Jibm 
Kent,  Erastui'Root  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  reTisen  of 
the  laws  of  New-York,  for  which  each  of  the  geatlcan 
were  to  be  allowed  one  thousand  dollars.  , 

Bat  the  most  important  act  which  they  passed  wai  00^ 
tuned  in  one  short  aection,  and  was  in  the  foll(nri«|^ 
words: — "All  civil  officers  who  now  are  or  hereafter  Bktlfi 
be  duly  commissioaed,  and  shall  have  taken  upon  Uwb- 
selves  tbe  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  cootiaBi 
to  execute  tbe  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  tuimlk-' 
tiendiag  tht  expiraium  of  tht  time  for  which  they  aMl 
hate  been  appomted,  until  a  tucceuor  to  tuch  ofietaj^- 
tpectively  thall  ht  dvly  comraittifmed,  and  thail  taka  iqMi| 
tKenudvei  the  dutiea  of  rucA  o^cet  retpectively."  Ite 
was  one  of  the  last  acts  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the.M«' 
non.  By  this  law,  if  it  is  constitutional,  of  which  thaci.. 
are  some  doubts,  the  senate,  in  all  cases,  would  hava  Ikt 
right  of  choosing  between  the  person  nominated  by  the 
governor,  and  the  incumbent.  It  is  hardly  neceaaaij  ta 
add,  that  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  those  in  office  wn* 
the  political  friends  of  the  majority  of  the  senate.  Al- 
though, as  I  have  remarked,  the  constitutionality  of  tkii 
act  has  been  doubted;  and  although  this  statute,  which 
continues  to  be  in  force,  was  evidently  passed  from  p*r^ 
motives,  and  to  meet  the  exigency  which  then  existed|-M 
there  seems  to  be  a  necessity  for  aome  such  prorisioDy  and 
usuch  an  arrangement  will  naturally  be  agreeable  to  tht. 
party  in  power,  I  doubt  whether  it  will  ever  be  repoJed. 

Nearly  all  those  members  of  the  legislature  of  IStt^- 
who  belonged  to  the  people's  party,  were  politically  hoa* 
tile  to  If  r.  Clinton,  and  many  of  them  were  personailj  «. 
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Of  this  class  were  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Burrows  of  the  seotr 
ate;  and  they  were  leading  members  of  the  new  party« 
What  probably  increased  their  aversion  to  the  govemori 
WBS|  that  he  was  openly  and  avowedly  in  fitvor  of  Genera) 
Jackson  for  the  presidency,  whereaS|  a  great  majority  of 
the  people's  party  were  for  Adams.  Ogden  and  Burrows 
were  his  zealous  supporters.  The  prudent  and  discreet 
friends  of  Mr.  Clintoni  were  extremely  anxious  to  over- 
come and  dissipate  these  prejudices;  and  they  took  occar 
sion,  during  the  November  session,  to  urge  upon  Governor 
Clinton  the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  gain  the  confidence 
and  friendship  of  the  leaders  of  the  people's  party.  It 
was  represented  to  him,  that  all  in  fact  were  engaged  ia 
the  same  great  cause,  which  was,  to  destroy  the  ascendancy 
in  the  state  of  the  Albany  Regency;  that  there  could  be 
no  doubt,  that  to  the  efforts  of  the  people's  party  in.  the 
legislature,  during  the  preceding  winter,  he  owed  his  tri 
umphant  success  at  the  last  election;  and  that,  if  all  the 
real  friends  of  the  electoral  law  could  be  amalgamated  into 
one  organized  party,  its  durable  and  permanent  ascendancy 
would  be  placed  beyond  question. 

They,  therefore,  exhorted  the  governor  to  make  the  ad- 
vance himself  to  Judge  Ogden  and  other  leaders  of  the  peo- 
ple's party;  to  invite  them  to  a  frank  and  free  communi- 
cation of  their  wishes;  and  to  express  bis  readiness  to 
make  with  them  a  common  cause.  But  he  received  these 
suggestions  with  cold  indifference,  and  utterly  neglected 
and  refused  to  be  at  all  influenced  by  them.  Mr.  Clinton 
always  overrated  his  own  strength,  and  underrated  that  of 
his  opponents,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  serious  defect 
in  the  character  of  a  man  who  claims  to  be  the  leader  of 
a  party.  Mr.  Clinton  would  fight  his  enemy  manful lyi 
but  he  would  listen  to  no  pacific  overtures  until  he  bimself| 
or  his  opponent,  was  completely  conquered.     No  effectual 


ud  IB  unalgRiDHtidg  the  peopWt  puty  witb  tlw  C 
•M,  could  therefore  be  derived  from  the  garexnar. 

On  the  other  hand,  Oen.  Tallmadfte,  who  vu  ■ 
nder  the  diaappointment  of  not  having  himself  been  n 
governor,  and  burning  with  indignation,  personally ,t<n 
Ur.  Clinton,  (for  what  cause  I  know  not,)  from  tfasatf* 
ment  of  his  election,  seemed  to  have  set  himself  to  wmAi 
to  prevent  any  of  (be  people's  party  from  forming  a  priiftr 
cal  connection  with  the  governor  or  his  friends. 
Tallmadge,  though  beyond  all  question  a  man  of  t 
appears  to  me,  nearly  through  his  whole  life,  to  havn  i 
politically  eccentric  and  wrong-heatled.  One  of  his  on 
undoubtedly  was,  that  he  had  imbibed  an  opinion  that 
litical  success  depended  more  on  tact,  and  what  u  Oli 
manegematif  than  on  the  measures  which  the  poliril 
advocated,  or  on  personal  merit.  He  had  been  I 
up  and  educated,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  under  ihri 
discipline  of  the  old  council  of  appointment.  I  do  mfe 
anert  the  tact,  but  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  imi>ri|i 
ately  after  the  election,  he  formed  the  project  of  leading  iC 
a  party,  of  which,  of  course,  he  was  to  be  the  head;  tvlM 
composed  partly  of  Clintonians  anil  partly  of  demoertll| 
leaving  in  one  pBrty,as  cast  off  lumber,  Clinton  and  Spw 
eer,  and  in  the  otber,  Van  Buri-n,  Yates,  &c.  It  is  iBipakf 
iible  (o  account  for  his  conduct  upon  any  rational  groDSd^ 
without  supposing  that  he  must  have  formed  some  iMh 
■ebeme,  visionary  as  it  must  appear  to  be,to  every  mmaC 
practical  good  sense.  - 

the  mutual  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  and  Oen.  Tallnndgt 
made  frequent  and  ardent  appeals  to  the  latter,  iiwiiiiig 
him  of  their  continued  friendship  and  support,  and  wilWf 
ing  bim  of  the  inevitable  ruin  which  woulil  be  the  eaavw 
qnence,  probably  to  both  parties,  if  there  should  ba'Witf 
between  him  and  the  governor.  These  appeals  ittm 
worse  than  useless;  for  they  probably  produced  an  impn^ 
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rion  on  his  mind  that  Mr.  Clinton's  friends  feared  his  inflo- 
ettce — an  impression  which  tended  to  increase  his  conA- 
de&ce  in  his  own  strength.  His  thirty-two  thousand  ma- 
jority had  deluded  him.  In  all  his  conversations,  the 
burden  of  his  song  was,  the  errors  and  faults  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton; besides  which,  the  general  seemed  suddenly  to  be 
Alarmed  and  horrified  by  the  fear  of  the  ghost  of  federal- 


In  this  attitude,  as  respected  each  other,  were  the  Clin- 
tonian  and  people's  parties,  when  the  legislature  met,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  January,  1826. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  assembly  were  present.  Clarksoh 
Crolius,  of  New-York,  a  very  good  man,  but  not  distin- 
guished for  talents,  received  one  hundred  and  nine  votes, 
and  was  elected  speaker.  Horatio  Merchant  was  chosen 
clerk.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  this  assembly  were, 
properly  speaking,  Clintonians,  and  yet  they  elected  a 
speaker  and  a  clerk  who  belonged  to  the  people's  party, 
and  who  had  been  among  the  most  bitter  opponents  of 
the  governor  and  his  friends.  This  fact  shows  with  what 
cordiality  the  two  parties  might  have  united,  had  the  efforts 
of  the  real  working  men  of  both  parties  been  seconded,  or 
rather  had  their  efforts  not  been  thwarted  by  their  leaders. 

The  governor's  message  was  long,  but  it  was  very  able, 
and  I  think  I  may  add,  very  excellent.  He  recommended 
the  passage  of  an  electoral  law  by  general  ticket,  and  the 
election  to  be  made  by  a  plurality  of  votes.  He  also 
recommended  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  by  an 
extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  so  as  in  fact  to  make  it 
universal,  and  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace  by  the 
people  of  the  respective  towns.  He  advised  the  creation' 
of  a  board  of  internal  improvements,  and  an  extension  of 
those  improvements  by  canals.  He  complained  of  a  recent 
dedsion  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  on  a 
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qncatiDn  affecting  the  rights  of  indmdual  states,  and  tii|^ 
that  an  amenilinent  of  the  United  States  constitution  oii|^ 
to  be  made, conferring  the  jurisdiction  now  claimed  1^4)1 
supreme  court,  of  questions  affecting  the  rights  of  Qm 
states  in  (heir  corporate  capacity,  oa  the  senate  of  dm 
United  States.  .   ,^- 

The  fault  in  the  message,  in  my  judgment,  vaa,  Ibitjl 
recommended  (oo  extensive  a  system  of  canaling — aa  tn", 
tension  altogether  beyond  the  pecuniary  means  of  th* 
state  to  accomplish.  This,  sanguine  as  he  was  in  his  Wfg 
tions  respecting  the  ability  of  the  state,  I  cao  hardlj;  a^, 
stst  the  belief,  he  must  have  known.  If  his  object  in  j9- 
commending  the  making  of  so  many  canals,  was  to  acquM 
popularity  in  the  various  neighborhoods  where  he  indion 
ted  that  those  improvements  ought  to  be  made,  (and  IpHi 
have  no  doubt  that  that  consideration  bad  some  effect  BpiOK 
him,)  his  course  was  still  more  unjustifiable. 

The  governor  concluded  his  message  by  a  pressing  n, 
commendation  of  union  of  action,  to  advance  the  publjft 
interest,  and  with  the  following  allusion  to  the  couacil.q|[. 
appointment,  as  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  former  iS^ 
tensions : 

"  The  causes  which  led  to  our  divisions  and  distractiocMi 
no  longer  predominate.  We  are  emancipated  from  tlw 
thraldom  of  a  system  of  patronage  which  formed  a  <mb- 
ponent  part  of  our  former  constitution,  and  whose  diraet 
tendency  and  inevitable  operation  were  to  agitate  ths 
community  with  incessant  convulsions;  to  make  peiMiael 
gratification  the  standard  of  political  orthodoxy;  to  nad^ 
the  state  the  victim  of  political  machinations  at  home  ead 
from  abroad;  and  to  convert  the  very  favors  conferred^, 
its  bounty  into  the  instruments  of  its  vassalage  and  dcg!»> 
dation.  With  a  full  view  of  these  evils,  I  rec^mmeMlcdy 
at  an  early  period,  a  different  arrangement  of  the  appoiBh 
ing  power.     The  patronage  once  vested  io  a  council  ti. 
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appointment  is  now  diffused;  and  political  power,  which 
under  the  former  order  of  things,  was,  in  many  respectSi 
concentrated  in  petty  aristocracies,  and  wielded  by  factious 
combinations,  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  restored  to  its 
anthentic  source,  the  great  body  of  the  people.  That 
abolition,  and  that  restoration,  have  dissolved  the  union 
between  personal  interest  and  political  subserviency.  The 
p«^le  rising  in  the  majesty  of  their  power  above  the  de- 
btsing  trammels  of  names,  and  the  obnoxious  dictations  of 
combinations,  have  sustained  and  vindicated  a  system  of 
disenthralled  and  independent  suffrage." 

What  honest  and  patriotic  citizen  could  fail  of  being 
impressed  with  the  importance  and  truth  of  these  allega* 
tions? 

The  only  appointments  which  the  governor  was  author^ 
iied  to  make  on  his  own  motion,  were  his  military  aids  and 
the  adjutant  general.  Mr.  Clinton  selected  for  his  aids,S« 
De  Witt  Bloodgood  and  William  Patterson  Van  Rensse 
laefi  (son  of  the  patroon,)  of  Albany,  and  Henry  Living- 
ston of  Columbia;  and  Mr.  Fuller  having  resigned  the 
office  of  adjutant  general,  Mr.  C.  G.  Haines  was  appointed 
his  successor.     These  were  all  judicious  appointments. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  votes  of  the  electoral 
colleges  for  president  and  vice-president,  as  appeared  from 
the  canvass  made  at  Washington  : 

President.  Vice-President. 

Gen.  Jackson, 99  Mr.  Calhoun, 183 

Mr.  Adams, 84  Mr.  Sanford, 30 

Mr.  Crawford, 41  Mr.  Macon, 24 

Mr.Clay, 37  Gen.  Jackson, 13 


Mr.  Van  Buren, ....       9 

261     Mr.Clay, 2 

Blank, 1 

261 
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From  this,  it  will  be  Been^  ai  I  hive  before  «tated|  ti 
bid  Mr.  Claj  receiTCd  the  fire  votes  in  the  state  of  IH 
York,  which  were  p^en  to  Mr.  Crawford,  he  would  IH 
been  the  candidate  in  the  house  of  representatires  iB  t 
of  Mr.  Crawforrl,  and  in  all  human  probability, 
hare  been  elected  president.  This,  in  8abslBnce,Mr.lh|l'' 
Buren  must  huve  foreseen  before  the  choice  of  electoM'V' 
New-York.  He  must  too,  bare  been  aware,  from  Wtl"^ 
Crawford's  state  of  health,  he  having  recently  beeM  ''MV" 
subject  of  a  paralytic  attack,  that,  independent  of  iA 
other  obstacles,  be  could  not  be  elected — end  erery  feA^j^ 
knows  Mr.  Van  Buren  then  had  insuperable  objeciioBtf  te 
Qen  Jacksoh;  how  is  his  conduct  to  be  accounted  for  1  -  Wf 
he  really  prefer  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Clay  1  What  I  dOI' 
shortly  hereafter  state,  induces  me  to  think  that  kft49 
He  may  hare  thought  that  an  administration  conduetti^y' 
Mr.  Ailams  could  be  easier  broken  down  than  one  nMa^' 
ged  entirely  by  Mr.  Clay,  " ' 

When  the  electoral  vote  was  announced,  and  it  WV' 
known  that  Qen.  Jackson  had  a  plurality  of  votes,  Mi^' 
sidering  that  there  were  nine  western  states,  all  of  Fhtalj 
it  was  believed,  would  cast  their  voles  for  him,  the  aa^' 
supposed  doubtful  state,  (Kentucky,)  having  instroetid 
their  representatives  in  congress  to  vole  for  hinii  Ifib- 
Clinton,  nud  iniieeil  the  public  in  general,  were  of  opiaidii^ 
that  Jackson  would  be  chosen  the  next  president. 

It  has  been  conjectured  that  in  case  Qen.  Jackson  WtA 
been  elected  president,  Mr.  Clinton  expected  to  be,  Md 
would  have  been,  appointed  secretary  of  state.  Tliitfii 
en  error.  From  the  partiality  known  to  have  beoi.l^ 
terlained  by  Gen.  Jackson  for  Gov.  Clinton,  it  is  by  >• 
means  improbable  the  former  woulil  have  offered  the  lufe- 
tcr  that  appointment;  but,  I  know  the  fact,  that  Mr.  CloH 
ton  would  not  have  accepted  it.  In  the  latter  part  of  O^ 
cember,  I  went  to  Washington  as  the  agent  of  the  statt,  tt 
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fettle  its  account  with  the  general  government.  Before  I 
left  Albany,  I  had,  by  special  appointroent|  an  interview 
with  Gov.  Clinton,  at  which  he  stated  to  me  that  he  had 
not  the  least  doubt  but  that  Jackson  would  be  elected, 
and  be  instructed  me  to  say  to  him,  that  he  wished  him 
to  form  his  cabinet  without  any  personal  reference  to  him, 
(Mr.  C.)  that  he  could  not  accept  of  any  appointment 
which  would  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  state  , 
of  New- York,  and  that  the  only  solicitude  he  felt  was, 
that  Oen.  Jackson  should  so  form  his  cabinet  as  would 
lecure  prosperity  and  success  to  his  administration. 

Independent  of  Mr.  Clinton's  partiality,  (might  I  not 
imj  passion?)  for  the  office  of  governor  of  the  atate  of 
New- York,  he  was  constitutionally  as  much  indisposed, 
Mf  IB  niy  judgment,  he  was  ill  calculated  to  act  a  subor^ 
dinate  part  to  any  man.  He  would  be  6rst,  or  nothing 
Without  imputing  to  him  evil  propensities,  or  believing 
Hiat  he  would  indulge  them,  I  may  say  that  the  celebra- 
ted quotation  from  Milton,  which  he  applied  to  certain 
federalists,  was  especially  applicable  to  himself.  At  any 
rate,  although  it  would  be  uncharitable  to  say  he  would 
consent  ^^  to  reign  in  hell,"  speaking  figuratively,  he 
would  never  willingly  have  agreed  '^  to  serve  in  heaven." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  election  in  the 
United  States  house  of  representatives,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Adams,  through  the  exertions  and  influence 
of  Mr.  Clay.  There  was  no  man  in  the  United  States,  or 
perhaps  in  the  world,  whose  personal  address  gave  him 
•0  absolute  a  control  over  the  human  heart  as  Henry  Clay. 
Having  a  long  time  been  a  member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
jeotatives,  and  for  many  sessions  the  presiding  officer  of 
that  assembly,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  interests 
of  every  section  of  the  union,  and  with  the  views,  wishes, 
principles  and  prejudices  of  every  individual  member,  and 
BO  man  knew  better  than  he  how  to  turn  those  intereats 


imS  ptiejnAuJM  ta  ■  good  leooqnt.  Several  days  bclliA 
the  eTeetioa,  twdn  itatn  ^mm  known  to  be  co[nnii(U& 
for  Mr.  Adams.  To  Hftet  Int  election,  requirnl  ihe  vo^ 
at  thirtem  itatn.  IVom  the  stale  of  New-York,  tb^ 
were  tbirty-four  meraben;  eerenleen  of  the  thlrly-fcnil 
were  for  Kfr.  Adami,  nzteen  were  avoweilly  oppoRedlo 
him  end  t»e  was  doubtftat  andUm^ertain.  That  one  wa 
Stephen  Van  ReiiRelaer.  Mr.  Tan  Buren  and  Mr.  Forsjtl^ 
ind  indeed  the  whole  Crawfonl  party,  were  exlrpmdl^ 
uxioiu  to  prevent  a  choice  on  the  first  ballot.  A  nort 
powerfal  pressure  TAtm  Albany  was  brought  to  bear  on  the 
patroon  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  Jackson.  Some  of  bic 
beat  friends,  among  whom  were  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  most 
favorite  relativej  nrged  him  on  this  subject,  with  the  most 
aniooa  solicitude.  Their  efforts  were  sccondeil  nt  Wash* 
ington  by  all  Ihe  address  and  ekill  of  Mr.  Van  Biirej; 
Had  their  efforts  been  soccessfal,  and  of  course  no  chnM 
been  made  on  the  first  balloting,  I  have  it  from  the  bestflflt^ 
tbority,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  hismnsl  iiDmediaiefrirB^ 
of  the  Crawford  party  meant,  at  the  next  balloting  ti 
bave  given  Adams  the  election.  They  wished  lo  haA 
had  it  in  their  power  to  hara  said  to  Mr.  Adams,  "  yonr 
friends  and  Mrl  Clay's,  cannot  make  you  prfsident— 
Ws  give  you  the  office."  Such  a  stale  of  ihingii,  Mr. 
Qay  wiahetl,  if  possible,  to  prevent.  Karl  this  plan  tuo^ 
eeeded,(and  it  all  but  succeeded,  for  Cmn.  Van  RensselaOr 
bad  not  decided  on  his  couisc  when  he  arrived  in  tift 
chamber  of  the  house  of  represenia lives,  on  the  mToIm^ 
of  the  election,)  what  a  mi^ty  dilffrence  it  would  haH 
made  in  the  political  fortunes  of  ilie  politicians  in  ffii 
United  Stalest  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Porsyih,  and  tfg 
CalbouR,  will  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  in  Euih  an  t^iA 
Oeh.  Jai-kson  would  never  have  bicn  president  of  oH 
United  Slatra.  But  this  is  wamli-ring  into  the  wildfidl 
•F tDaginalion and  GOBJectar*.    [Note  C.J 
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The  following  is  given  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
ti  the  vote  of  New-York,  for  president : 

'^  For  Adams — Messrs.  Adams,  Cady,  Hayden,  Herki- 
meTi  Lawrence,  Marvin,  Martindale,  Rose,  Sharpe,  StorrS) 
Strong,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van  Wyck,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wil- 
liams, Wood,  Woods. 

"  F6r  Crawford — ^Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Clark,  Collins, 
Day,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Foote,  Frost,  Hogeboom,  Jenkins, 
Litchfield,  Richards,  Ten  Eyck,  Tyson. 

"  Jbr  Jackson — Messrs.  Craig  and  Morgan.** 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Rufus  King  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  expired  this  year,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
and  he,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  addressed  a  com- 
munication to  the  legislature,  declining,  in  consequence  of 
advanced  age  and  a  desire  to  retire  from  public  life,  to  be 
a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  public,  or  rather  that  portion  of  the  public  which 
had  supported  the  election  of  Clinton  and  Tallmadge, 
turned  their  attention  to  the  late  Chief  Justice  Spencer,  as 
the  most  suitable  person  to  be  elected  as  the  successor  of 
Mr.  King.  His  long  experience,  his  age  and  eminent  ta- 
lents, seemed  to  designate  him,  above  all  others,  as  the 
most  prominent  and  fit  man  to  be  selected  for  that  impor- 
tant service;  and  he  was  accordingly  nominated,  by  a 
large  majorily  of  the  friends  of  the  state  administration,  in 
the  legislature.  But  some  of  the  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  who  belonged  to  the  people's  party, 
protested  against  this  nomination,  and  early  manifested  a 
determination  to  oppose  it.  The  remnant  of  the  seventeen 
senators  who  had  resisted  the  passage  of  the  electoral  law, 
were  of  course  opposed  to  Judge  Spencer.  They,  there- 
fore, with  gnat  good  will,  united  with  Messrs.  Ogden, 
Burrows,  Gardner,  &c.,  to  defeat  the  election  of  Judge 
Spencer.  Gen.  Tallmadge  also  cordially  joined  with 
them,  and  it  is  very  probable,  from  what  afterwards  tran- 
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spired,  that  he  entertained  an  expectation  of  being  biaptlf 
elected.  Judge  Spencer  tiad,  from  the  year  1818,  down  tp 
the  time  when  his  Domtnation  to  the  office  of  chief  joitke, 
byOov.  Yate8|ivas  rejected  by  the  senate,  been  the  nibje^t 
of  severe  and  unremitted  attacks  of  the  democratic  partf. 
In  these  attacks,  Mr.  Ogden  and  the  other  gentlemen  -wbam 
I  have  named,  had  their  full  share.  The  judge,  too,  wai 
a  brotber-in-Iaw  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  and  an  act  of  di» 
courtesy  to  him  was  almost  as  gratifying  to  their  feeling! 
as  if  the  same  act  could  have  been  done  in  relation  to 
Clinton  himself.  It  is  impossible  to  witness  the  devvlep- 
ment  of  these  feelings  with  approbation.  They  had,  it  ii 
true,  differed  with  Judge  Spencer,  but  those  points  of  dif- 
ference now  ceased  to  exist.  On  all  questions  of  priacip]« 
they  were  perfectly  united.  True  magnanimity  would 
have  prompted  them  to  have  seized  with  avidity  an  oppoi> 
tunity  of  manifesting  their  regard  for  an  eminent  man,  of 
acknowledged  integrity,  who  had  been  long  in  political 
life,  and  of  giving  him,  as  it  were,  this  parting  token  of 
respect  and  kindness.  But  the  people's  party,  so  ftf 
from  entertaining  these  views,  or  being  governed  by  then, 
joined  with  the  Crawford  party,  who,  together,  devised  a 
most  extraordinary  scheme  for  preventing  the  appointmcBl 
of  Judge  Spencer,  notwithstanding  they  well  knew  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  were  in  his  Javoi;. 
On  the  first  day  of  February,  which  was  the  day  fixed 
by  law  for  the  election  of  a  senator  of  the  United  States 
the  assembly,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-seven  to  forty-fin^ 
nominateil  Ambrose  Spencer  for  senator  of  the  Unitadl 
Sutes,  and  the  senate  made  a  pretence  of  an  attempt  to 
nominate,  which  resulted  aa  follows; 

Mr.  Bowman     nominated     U.  Seymour, 
"     Brayton         do,  A.  Spencer, 

**     Burrows        do.  H.  Wheaton, 

"     Burt  do  ).  Tallmadge, 
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Clarii     nominated 

A.  Spencer^ 

Golden 

do. 

A.  Spenoer^ 

Cramer 

da 

A.  Spencer, 

Crary 

da 

A.  Spencer, 

Dudley 

da 

E.  P.  livnqptOB, 

Earll 

do. 

y.  Biidieye, 

Elbworth 

do. 

S.  Young, 

Crardiner 

da 

J.  W.  Taylor, 

Greenly 

da 

S.  Beanbley, 

Haigbt 

da 

S.  Young, 

Keyes 

do. 

H.  Huntington^ 

Lake 

da 

S.  Suydam, 

I^flerts 

do. 

J.  T.  Irving, 

Lynde 

do. 

J.  Tallmadge, 

Mallory 

da 

E.  P.  Livingiton, 

McCall 

do. 

I.  Wilson, 

Mclntyre 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

McBfichael  do. 

A.  Spencer, 

Morgan 

da 

A.  Spencer, 

Ogiien 

do. 

J.  W.  Taylor, 

Redfield 

do. 

D.  E.  Evans, 

Spencer 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

Thorn 

do. 

J.  C.  Yatea, 

Ward 

do. 

W.  PauMing,  Jr., 

Wilkeson 

do. 

A.  Spencer, 

Wooster 

do. 

R.  Crane, 

Wright 

do. 

V.  Birdseye, 

(M 


*'  Mr.  Wilkeson  then  offered  a  resolution  declaring  Anw- 
breae  Spencer  the  candidate  duly  nominated  on  the  part 
of  the  senate. 

**  The  resolution  was  lost — ayes  eleven,  noes  twenty. 

^  Mr.  Wilkeson  then  offered  a  similar  resolution,  that 
Jamea  Tallmadge  be  the  candidate  of  the  senate. 

^^  Mr.  Redfield  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  taU^.. 

Ciniedy  ayea  nineteen,  noes  twelve. 

M 
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*'  Mr.  Wilkeson  offered  another  raBolution  thtt  i 
YouDg  be  declared  nominated  by  the  senate. 

"Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  thetdhlii 
Carried,  twenty  to  eleven. 

"  A  message  was  received  from  the  auembly  itatqg 
that  they  would  forthwith  meet  the  senate  in  the  BneiBh 
bly  chamber  to  compare  nominationB  with  the  senate. 

"  Mr.  Wilkeaon  theo  moved  that  the  senate  again  ft^ 
ceed  to  openly  nominate  a  United  States  aenatpr-^uriBd 
— and  the  result  was  the  same  as  above,  except  [Mr.  BiBt 
voted  for  A.  Spencer,  Mr.  Golden  for  J.  Tallmadge,  Mr. 
Cramer  for  J.  Tallmadgc,  Mr.  Redfield  for  J.  a  YitSi^ 
Mr.  Spencer  for  J.  Tallmadgc.] 

"  Mr.  Wilkeson  then  offered  a  resolution  noninatiag 
John  Vf:  Taylor  on  the  part  of  the  senate.  Loat,  twaoty^ 
two  to  nine." 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

By  law  and  usage,  and  by  the  constitution  of  the  Ult 
ted  States,  which  each  individual  who  voted  on  this  occ^ 
sion  had  sworn  to  support,  the  senate,  as  one  branch  of 
the  legislature,  were  bound  to  make  a  nomination  of  a 
senator  of  the  United  States.  How  could  they  dischu;g> 
themselves  from  their  solemn  obligations  to  their  cofntit»> 
ents,  confirmed  by  their  oaths  1  It  is  in  vain  for  them  ID 
say  that  they  could  not  agree  on  a  candidate.  Every  CMW 
knows  they  would  not  so  agree.  Why,  at  that  mot 
the  religion  of  the  politics  of  a  majority  of  the  s 
that  a  caucus  nomination  for  all  the  principal  ( 
was  to  be  made,  and  that  such  nomination  should  be  M^. 
ported  by  all  honorable  men. — "  A  caucus,  and  snpport 
the  caucus,"  was  an  axiom  with  them  never  to  be  violatad 
without  loss  of  caste.  In  this  very  case,  they  had  o^ 
doubtedly  caucussed,  and  had  then  solemnly  agreed  net  tB 
agree  on  the  nomination  of  any  man.  Would  it  not  hmTC 
been  more  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  thia  ti 
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if,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  February,  a  resolution  had 
been  moved  in  the  senate  and  adopted,  in  the  following 
words  t 

*'  Whereas,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  this 
state,  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  legislature  to  appoint  a  senator  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas  by  law  that  appointment  ought 
this  day  to  be  made;  and  whereas,  if  the  senate  shall,  in 
conformiy  with  such  usage,  and  in  obedience  to  such  laws 
proceed  to  nominate  such  senator,  Ambrose  Spencer  will 
be  elected  by  a  majority  of  said  members  to  said  office,  and 
whereas,  the  senate  being  but  one  branch  of  the  law  mak- 
ing power,  can  not  repeal  such  law;  therefore,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  carrying  into  efiect  the  will  of  said 
majority, 

*'  Resohedj  That  this  senate  will  make  no  nomination 
of  a  senator  of  the  United  States.*' 

Had  such  a  resolution  been  adopted,  who  will  doubt  but 
that  every  member  of  the  majority  who  voted  for  it  would 
have  been  liable  to  impeachment,  indictment  and  punish- 
ment for  a  wilful  violation  of  duty  T 

The  assembly  contained  several  men  of  talents,  among 
whom  were  John  W.  Hurlbert,  from  Cayuga,  formerly  a 
member  of  congress  of  considerable  standnig  from  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  Samuel  J.  Wilkin,  from  Orange  county ; 
Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  from  Columbia  ;  Samuel  Stevens, 
from  Washington;  Mr.  Cunningham,  f'-zm  Montgomery; 
and  Thurlow  Weed,  the  present  state  printer,  from  Mon- 
roe, who,  though  not  distinguished  on  the  floor  of  the 
house,  was  nevertheless  an  active,  energetic  member.  But 
on  this  occasion  they  did  not  act  with  that  spirit  which 
the  exigency  demanded.  Would  they  not  have  been  jus- 
tilied  if  they  had  refused  to  act  on  the  next  bill  or  resolu- 
tion which  should  have  been  sent  to  them  from  the  senate^ 
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B8ijgni[\g  for  a  reason  the  refusal  of  the  seaale  to  pQifonyi 
tlieir  duty  in  the  choice  of  a  icnator  of  the  United  Stat(f||l 

There  was  among  the  opponents  of  the  Crawford  f**^ 
in  the  assembly,  a  want  of  unity  of  action,  and  what  ia 
called  party  discipline,  which  prevented  efficient  acliqn  ift 
this  matter.  Among  the  circumstances  which  prevsnt^d 
a  cordial  unanimity  on  this  question,  may  be  mention^ 
the  influence  of  General  Tallmadge,  which,  there  can  bt^ 
no  doubt,  tended  to  produce  diBsensiona  ;  and  I  regrat  IQ 
mention  that  I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  Albert 
H.  Tracy,  then  a  member  of  congress  from  BuRalo,  elected 
by  the  Clintonisn  party,  had  been,  by  some  of  the  opplh 
nenls  of  Judge  Spencer,  induced  to  entertain  expectation 
that  if  the  judge  was  defeated  he  would  be  chosen.  It  ia, 
therefore,  nol  improbable  that  some  of  hia  penonal 
friends*  may  have  aided  in  throwing  obstacles  in  the  wkj 
of  the  election  of  the  chief  justice.  To  these  cauaea  of 
the  absence  of  that  union  necessary  for  action  on  atroi^ 
measures,  may  be  added  another,  which  is,  that  there  VH 
a  great  number  of  applications  for  bank  charters  before 
the  sssembly,  in  which  the  meinbeni  took  a  deep  intefei^ 
and  which  hampered  them  in  their  movements,  evei^  qd 
political  questions. 

Some  of  the  people's  men,  who  were  ardent  in  the  tap- 
port  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  professed  tbf^ 
apprehensions  that  Judge  Spencer,  if  elected,  would  b(|, 
found  in  the  opposition  to  that  administration.  To  obf^ 
ate  this  objection,  Mr.  St.  John,  a  member  of  the  niimn 
biy  from  Montgomery,  addressed  a  note  to  the  late  diief 
justice,  requesting  him  to  state  hia  views  on  that  sulgect, 
to  which  he  replied — "  I  have  regarded  Mr.  Adams  m  an 
upright  man,  and  a  distinguished  and  highly  gifted  states* 
man,  and  am  entirely  satisfied  with  hia  election.     I  entai^ 
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tkiki  tb^fdi  hittt  the  m^t  friendly  feeiingi ;  mA  its  a  pri- 
^te  citizen  or  ptiblic  functionary,  he  shall  receive  froih 
me  a  fiberal  honorable,  and  faithful  support^  iThis;  per- 
haps, was  well  enough,  but  1  could  iH^ish  the  jodg^  h&B 
omitted  the  word  "/airt/n/"  in  his  SnsWer ;  it  conVfeys' 
aA  iderf  of  something  like  feudal  subsSEirVfenee.  1^ his  I 
presume  he  did  not  intend. 

The  senate,  probably,  apprehensive  fhilt  it  would  bb 
unsafe  to  hazard  their  standing  in  the  public  estimation, 
by  so  palpable  an  evasion  of  their  duty  in  relation  to  this 
question,  on  the  25th  day  of  Pcbrudry  adopited  a  joint  re- 
solution, that  Albert  H.  Tracy  bcf  chosen  a  senator,  &c. 
This  resolution  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  etghteen  to  ten. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  wais  setting'  up  a  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  senate,  when  that  house  difTbred  from  the 
other  respecting  the  choice  of  a  senator,  that  its  voice 
should  be  equal  to  that  of  the  assembly. 

The  assembly  refused  to  concur,  on  tlie  ground  that 
that  mode  of  appointing  a  senator  was  contrary  to  an  ex- 
isting law  of  the  state,  which  Was  imperative  on  both 
bouses  until  it  was  repealed.  The  constitution  of  the 
Unites  States  requires,  '*  That  the  senate  shall  be  com- 
posed of  two  senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  the 
legislature  thereof."  The  law  of  this  state,  which  in  1825 
was  in  force,  was  substantially  the  same  as  it  now  is,  [see 
1  R.  L.  162  ;  Constitution  of  New- York  of  1777,  section 
80,]  to  wit :  That  the  senate  and  assembly  shall  each 
openly  nominate  one  person  for  the  office  of  senator  in 
congress,  after  which  they  shall  immediately  meet,  and  if 
they  shall  agree  in  tTieir  nominations,  the  person  so  nomi- 
nated, shall  be  appointed  to  the  office  for  which  he  shall 
be  nominated  ;  if  they  shall  disa^e,  the  election  shdU 
be  made  in  joint  ballot  of  thd  sMtftcm'  dndf  Members  of 
the  assembly. 
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dMent  nritk  my  WBie  of  dutjr,  rettra  fmo  it,  Hntil  I.hn« 
hwl  an  BinplB  opportunity  of  ovinenig  my  gntituds  «i 
By  dflTotioD  to  th^  interest!.  -^'ti 

"I  aMura  you,  sir,  that  it  will  afibrd  me  the  i 
gratification,  in  my  present  situation,  to  aid  you  in  ] 
intiiotic  efTorta,  and  to  witneaa  the  auqndi 
of  yoor  idmiDistration  on  the  boat  iDtenati  of  ovr  MMft 
try. 

"I  have  the  htmor  to  be,  with  peiiect  nqieet  JBtt- 
■HSt  obedient  seirant,  '  ^"t^. 

"DE  WITT  CUNTOH-^. 

'<  The  Hon.  John  Qcincv  Auaim,  WaBhingtMk**    m.'! 

I  waa  among  the  number  of  Mr.  Clinton's  (naadt,mk» 
thought  be  ought  to  accept,  and  advised  him  to  aasifl 
Hm  appointment  He  never  stood  better  in  the  aMi 
■nd  natioo  than  at  this  moment.  If  he  should  tliM>igt 
abroad,  I  believed  he  would  escape  the  dreadful  t 
which  evidently  was  approaching  ;  would  afford  ti 
political  prejudices  against  him  to  subside  ;  and  wnl^ 
BO  doubt,  retain  all  his  present  frieods.  He  would  km<Vm 
Ibre  the  nation,  in  the  service  of  the  nation,  not  in  ■  pt^ 
tita  which  could  hardly,  by  any  possibility,  sub}eel  Jiis 
to  blame  ;  and  if  at  the  neit,  or  a  subsequent  preaidaalM 
•lection,  his  friends  should  feel  warranted  in  bringing  tin 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  he  could  Ml 
be  better  situated,  to  receive  and  command  support,  iktU 
iw  would  be,  should  he  accept  this  mission.  The  veMIVF 
Us  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  then  at  WaahingtoB,  «■!■ 
him  a  letter,  urging  his  acceptance ;  and  Ut  uaftm 
friead,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  who  then  happened  to  ba 
ia  attendance  on  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  BttdM^ 
wrote  an  w^^umeot  and  forwarded  to  the  governor,  JUMP 
iag  him  to  engage  in  the  national  service.  It  is  bo*  ■» 
raascMiable  to  suppose,  that  his  unwillingness  to  leave  At 
gpveinmeat  of  New- York  ia  the  haoda  of  Genual  Mb 
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tnadgOy  was  one  cause  of  his  pertinacious  refusal  to  be  go- 
t€med  by  the  advice  of  his  friends.  But  there  were  other 
causes.  There  were  in  the  state,  and  especially  in  this 
dty  of  New- York,  a  number  of  politicians  of  small  calibre^ 
who  owed  their  political  existence  to  the  ascendancy  of 
De  Witt  Clinton.  This  class  of  men  knew  how  fatal  it 
would  be  to  them  if  Governor  Clinton  should  go  abroad. 
They  represented  to  him,  that  Mr.  Adams  feared  his  in^ 
#iiencc  in  this  state ;  and  that  this  mission  was  intended 
as  a  kind  of  banishnDcnt.  That  Mr.  Adams  was  utterfy 
uicapable  of  adopting  any  such  scheme,  I  firmly  believe ; 
but  it  was  nevertheless  pressed  with  great  seal  upon  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  I  presume  hod  considerable  elTect  in  inducing 
the  determination  which  he  ultimately  made. 

Mr.  Rufus  King  was  soon  after  appointed  on  the  miff- 
sioii  to  London. 

By  a  reference  to  the  governor's  annual  niessage,  it  will 
be  found  that  he  recommended,  among  other  innprove- 
ments,  the  construction  by  the  state,  of  a  road  through 
the  south-western  tier  of  counties.  The  suggestion  was 
favorably  received,  and  meetings  were  held  in  that  part 
ef  the  state  which  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  im- 
provement, to  urge  the  adoption  of  the  measure. 

These  movements  produced  a  meeting  of  delegates  and 
citizens  at  the  capitol  in  Albany,  on  the  25th  February, 
which,  of  course,  resulted  in  a  pressing  application  to  the 
legislature  to  provide  for  carrying  the  scheme  into  effect. 
th  pursuance  of  this  application,  a  law  was  passed  for  the 
appointment  of  three  commissioners  to  explore  and  cause 
surveys  to  be  made,  of  a  route  for  a  state  road,  from  some 
point  on  the  North  River,  to  some  point  on  Lake  Erie, 
through  the  southern  tier  of  counties. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  a  meeting  of  the 
friends  of  the  road,  without  distinction  of  party,  Nathaniel 
Plt<!hcr,  tuber.  D.  Flammond  and  Geoi^  MorcIF  were  ap^- 


tM  FOLITICAL   BISTOBT  [Ml^ 

pCMoted  by  tha  gOTemor  and  senate,  itato  road  eonNpi^ 
■icmera,  a  day  or  two  before  the  adjoununent  of  the  logifr 
lature.  Then  particulan  would  not  be  of  sufficient  h^ 
portance  to  warrant  their  insertion  in  these  sketches  ^by 
a  combination  of  circumstances,  one  of  the  comniiHilfr 
era,  in  consequence  of  having  been  such  commimiav; 
bad  not  had  the  executive  government  of  (he  atate  <ipl 
upon  him  for  about  one-half  of  a  gubernatorial  term. 

Very  few,  and  indeed  no  important  appointmenta  miv 
made  by  the  governor  during  this  session.  rmiiMmi 
ing  the  decided  majority  in  the  senate  against  the  ga^ 
emor,  I  do  not  think  the  senate  treated  him  with  illibsniV- 
ity.  Indeed  I  think  the  contrary.  A  laudable  dispoiitiaa 
seemed  on  both  sides  to  be  cultivated,  to  preserve  a  good 
degree  of  courtesy  between  these  branches  of  the  e 
live  government.  I  observe  the  senate  confirmed  « 
hesitation  the  nomination  of  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  a  t 
personal  and  political  friend  of  the  governor,  i 
of  Albany. 

From  the  language  held  by  Gen.  Tallmadge  in  relatii* 
to  Mr.  Clinton  and  hta  general  course  after  the  NonMqlMr 
election,  he  undoubtedly  anticipated  that  he  would  W 
courted  by  the  Crawford  party ;  and  he  was  so  in  reUtiw 
to  the  movements  in  I'eapect  to  Judge  Spencer,  uid  tbm 
choice  of  a  senator  of  the  United  States.  But  the  CimiP- 
ford  men  were  too  wise  to  invest  much  capital  in  a  aaga 
which  they  foresaw  would  produce  them  little  if  any  n> 
turns.  Tallmadge,  without  eitlier  Clinton  or  Van  BorMl 
and  their  respective  friends,  was  comparatively  nothing 
Clinton,  without  either  Tallmadge  or  Van  Buren,  had  n 
influence  and  personal  weight  of  character  ;  and  was  tba 
admitted  leader  of  a  great,  numerous  and  powerful  pwt7> 
Since  the  election  of  John  Quincy  Adams  as  prcndent^ 
and  the  continued  evidence  of  the  rapidly  declining  health 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Von  Buren,  who  waa  detcmiiiwd 
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to  oppose  the  Adams  administration,  foresaw  that  Gen. 
Jackson  was  the  only  available  candidate  of  the  Crawford 
party.  But  how  could  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  in 
this  state  support  Gen.  Jackson  and  oppose  his  earliest 
and  avowed  friend,  De  Witt  Clinton  7  Independent  of 
all  other  considerations,  there  was  therefore  a  sort  of  po- 
litical necessity  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  at  least, 
between  Van  Buren  and  Clinton.  This  state  of  things 
did  not  produce  any  material  change  for  the  present ;  but 
it  was  a  state  of  things  which  Gen.  Tallmadge  could  not 
have  anticipated,  and  in  view  of  which,  when  he  discov- 
ered it,  he  must  have  perceived  the  foundation  of  his  own 
inevitable  political  ruin. 

CoL  Charles  G.  Haines,  the  adjutant  general,  died  on 
the  8rd  day  of  July  of  this  year. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  Mr.  Clinton  visited  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  treated  with  the  greatest  possible 
attention  and  respect.  A  public  dinner  was  tendered  to 
him  by  the  citizens,  which  he  accepted  and  attended,  at 
which  the  mayor  of  the  city  presided.  The  toasts  drunk, 
and  the  address  of  the  mayor  were  highly  complimentary 
to  him  as  a  statesman  and  public  benefactor. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  governor,  attended  by  Judge 
Conkling  and  several  other  distinguished  gentlemen,  visit- 
ed the  state  of  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  the  pub- 
lic works  in  progress  in  that  state,  and  by  special  invita- 
tion he  extended  his  journey  to  Louisville,  in  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  where  a  public  dinner  was  tendered  to  and  ac- 
cepted by  him.  He  and  his  suite  were  every  where  receiv- 
ed with  the  highest  demonstrations  of  veneration  and  re- 
spect. The  passion  for  internal  improvements  by  means 
of  canals,  had  then  recently  taken  a  strong  hold  upon  the 
minds  of  men,  and  Mr.  Clinton  was  regarded  as  the  mas- 
ter spirit  who  had  excited  the  public  mind,  and  indeed  ac- 
tion in  that  new  field  of  social  and  political  enterprise. 
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Soon  aAer  the  return  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  CbnttHn^ 
from  the  west,  the  office  of  United  StateB  District  Jud^  of 
the  northern  district  of  New- York,  became  vacant  hj' 
death  of  Roger  Skinner,  after  a  short  illness. 

I  can  not  recur  to  the  death  of  Judge  Skinner  withoal 
repeating  that,  in  consequence  of  his  being  an  aiJ^jUl 
politician,  he  has  been,  as  I  believe,  unjustly  charged  ^jruli 
being  a  man  of  persecuting  and  vindictive  feelings.  |  ^ 
not  believe  it.  I  think  he  possessed  many  ezoelleiii 
social  qualities,  and  a  kind  and  good  heart  Upon  tha. 
decease  of  Judge  Skinner,  there  immediately  appearoo  ft 
number  of  competitors  for  the  office,  among  whom 
William  A.  Ducr,  then  a  circuit  judge,  and  now  the 
spectable  and  respected  president  of  Columbia  Colb^ 
But  Mr.  Alfred  Conkling  was  recommended  by  Gov. 
Clinton  and  General  Van  Rensselaer,  and  several  othev 
highly  respectable  individuals.  Mr.  Adams,  who  wai  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  Mr.  Conkling  while  the  latter 
was  a  member  of  congress,  in  1822  and  '23,  and  hig^y 
esteeming  him,  (as  does  every  one  else  who  is  well  aio> 
quainted  with  him,)  and  wishing  to  afford  evidence  of  hie 
respect  for  the  recommendations  and  opinions  of  Itr. 
Clinton  and  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  also  well  knowinig 
that  the  longer  the  question  remained  undecided,  the  ehftP- 
per  would  be  the  competition,  promptly  appointed  MXm 
Conkling. 

This  appointment  was  complained  of,  especially  by  the 
bucktail  Adams  men,  because  Conkling  was  a  ClintooiaiL 
Their  newspapers  generally  spoke  against  it,  and  my  im- 
pression is,  that  even  the  cautious  editor  of  the  New- York 
American  denounced  Mr.  Adams  for  appointing  a  man  te 
a  high  office,  '*  whose  principal  merit  consisted  in  his  hair- 
ing recently  accompanied  Mr.  Clinton  on  an  electioneez^ 
ing  tour  for  the  presidency  through  the  western  statee.** 


188(^]  OP    NEW-YOKK.  2()6 

Perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  recpark  hei^  that  the  high 
mmded  federalista  were  nearly  all  of  them,  aupportera 
of  Mr.  Adamfl^  As  they  were,  at  all  times,  iovincibiy 
hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton,  may  not  the  fact  that  Ajaipa,  m 
(his  fftate,  was  considered  the  natural  rival  of  Clioton, 
h^ve  predisposed  the  high  minded  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
ifLr.  Adams  T 

The  discoqtent  op  account  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
ConUwy;  as  district  judge,  soon  subsided,  and  his  nomina- 
tipa  was  confirmed  in  the  senate  by  nearly  an  unanimous 
vote,  wjth  the  approbation  of  the  judiciary  conunittee,  of 
whi^  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  chairman. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  November,  the  completion  of  the 
caiiajs  was  celebrated.  The  discharge  of  cannon  com- 
mencing at  Buffalo,  continued  along  the  whole  Knc  of  the 
canal  from  I^ke  Erie  to  the  Hudson.  An  immense  num- 
ber of  people  assembled  at  Albany  ;  and  two  canal  boats, 
the  Seneca  Chief  and  Young  Lion  of  the  West,  from  Buf- 
falo, in  which  were  the  governor,  canal  commissioners,  the 
principal  state  officers,  and  distinguished  citizens  of  Alba^ 
ny  and  from  other  parts  of  the  state,  descended  through 
the  lock  into  the  Albany  basin,  accompanied  with  the  ac- 
clamations of  a  vast  crowd  of  exulting  spectators.  At  the 
ciypitol,  the  governor  and  canal  commissioners  were  ad- 
dressed by  Philip  Hone,  Esq.  in  behalf  of  a  ccnnmitlse 
from  the  city  of  New- York,  congratulating  them  on  ths- 
siiccessful  termination  of  the  great  and  magnificent  under- 
taking. This  was  a  proud  day  for  the  state  of  New- 
York,  and  CBpecially  to  the  original  friends  and  patrons  of 
our  splendid  system  of  internal  improvements. 

But  while  the  leading  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  were  ex- 
ulting in  the  success  of  his  favorite  measure,  and  chaunt 
ing  the  praises  of  their  chief,  his  opponents  were  actively 
but  rather  silently  engaged  among  the  people  of  every 
CQunty  in  the  state,  alarming  some  with  the  terrors  of  fede* 


nliim ;  ezdting  the  jealousy  of  one  clan  of  dtizeni ;  aitd 
encouraging  the  hope  of  office  and  its  emoluinenti  a 
othen,  and  urging  all  to  abandon  the  standard  of  an  lodU 
vidual,  and  again  unite  with  the  great  republican  pai^  U 
the  state.  These  appeals  produced  an  cflect  wbicli  dins* 
pointed  the  expectation  even  of  the  leaders  of  the  piiv 
opposed  to  the  governor  ;  and  the  friends  of  the  slita  aK 
minislration  could  scarcely  believe  their  own  eyes^  ^"(im 
they  read  the  accounts,  which  proved  beyond  queatioB  air 
cavil,  that  a  majority  of  the  membeni  of  the  nma^Eff 
elect,  were  of  the  party  in  opposition  to  Mr,  Clinton  lijia 
his  adnriinistrntioo.  Col.  Young  was  elected  from  Sin^ 
toga,  and  Gee,  Root  from  Delaware  county. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  senators  eledail^ 
year:  ";;'' 

From  tlie  First  District,  Joshua  Smith, 

"        Second  do.,      Peter  R.  Livingston,         "  ^ 


Ambrose  L.  Jordan, 
John  L.  Viele, 
Chnrles  Stebbins, 
Peter  Hager,  Snd, 
Truman  Hart, 
Gthnn  B.  Allen. 


"       Third     do.. 

"        Fourth  do., 

"        Fifth      do., 

•'        Sixth      do., 

"        Seventh  do., 

"        Eighth   do., 
Messrs,  Livingston,  Stubbins  and  Hugcr  were  c 
and  the  residue  of  the  senators  elected  were  in  favdt'  af 
supporting:  the  administration  of  the  governor. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  both  at  this  and  tha  Mfk 
year's  election,  the  presidential  question  was  entirelyks^ 
out  of  view  by  Mr.  Van  Burcn,  who  had  inculcated  on  U# 
friends  on  that  question  the  duty  of  "non-comnUtaUmmf 
and  such  was  the  address  with  which  the  lenders  manage^ 
and  the  effect  of  party  discipline,  that  no  person  on  llHtt 
side  of  the  question,  who  interfered  with  the  eleclion,  Dt' 
tcred  a  single  word  either  for  or  against  the  national  aA- 
ministration.     Th«  sole  and  only  question  was  betwOM) 
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those  who  were  for  and  those  who  were  against  Mr.  Clin- 
ton. This  statement  may  seem  to  contradict  what  I  have 
said,  that  after  the  presidential  election,  the  Albany  Re» 
gency  aflbrded  evidence  of  a  conciliatory  disposition  to- 
wards Mr.  Clinton.  But  those  who  look  deeply  into  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  will  perceive  that  both  statements 
may  be,  and  are,  true.  While  Mr.  Van  Buren  desired  to 
be  on  a  better  footing  with  Mr.  Clinton,  even  politically, 
he  still  wished  to  strengthen  himself.  This  he  could  not 
do  in  any  other  way  than  by  endeavoring  to  increase  the 
numbers  of  the  old  Bucktail  party  in  the  legislature  and 
among  the  people  ;  and  he  probably  believed,  that  should 
it  become  necessary  to  act  in  concert  with  Mr.  Clinton  at 
the  next  presidential  election,  circumstances  would  occur 
which  would  a  fiord  him  plausible  reasons  for  doing  so. 
At  any  rate,  it  would  not  injure,  and  might  benefit  him, 
to  increase  the  number  of  his  political  friends  upon  old 
party  grounds. 

Congress  met  on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  Of 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  103  out  of 
213  were  present.  They  proceeded  incimediately  to  bal- 
lot for  speaker,  and  on  the  first  ballot  there  appeared,  for 
Mr.  John  W.  Taylor,  of  N.  Y.  89  votes  ;  J.  W.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  41  ;  Louis  McLano,  of  Del.  36  ;  A.  Stevenson, 
of  Va.  17  ;  L.  Condict,  of  N.  J.  6  ;  scattering,  5. 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  the  requisite 
number  of  votes  to  constitute  an  election,  [97,]  a  second 
ballot  was  taken,  which  resulted  as  follows  : — John  W. 
Taylor,  99 ;  John  W.  Campbell,  42  ;  Louis  McLane,  44 ; 
A,  Steveson,  5  ;  Scattering,  3. 

Mr.  Taylor  having  on  this  ballot  a  majority  of  all  the 
votcSy  was  declared  duly  elected. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

raOH  JAKOABT  I,  MM,  TO  JANUAIT  t.  tST 

'niB  legislature  met  on  the  third  day  of  January.  .41 
the  usual  caucus  of  the  democratic  members  of  tha  a^* 
scmbly  on  the  evening  preceding.  Col.  Young  n 
led  for  speaker.  From  what  took  place  the  next  men 
it  is  probable  that  Stephen  Allen,  a  worthy  and  bigUj-- 
rcspectable  member  from  the  city  of  New- York,  waff  Hi^ 
ported  in  caucus  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Young,  Hy  in* 
pression  is,  that  the  New-York  members  and  somo  of  tlNI- 
more  ardent  friends  of  the  stale  road,  advocated  hii  bob^ 
ination.  He  was,  however,  out-voted  by  the  frienib.i»{ 
Mr.  Young.  In  the  morning,  when  the  house  assembled,, 
Mr.  Allen  having  probably  received  an  intimation  that  tfaft 
Clintonians  intended  to  vote  for  him  as  speaker,  ilalcd 
that  he  had  been  informed  lie  was  considered  a  candidatQ- 
for  speaker,  and  that  some  gentlemen  had  prepared  faak 
lots  for  him ;  but  he  was  desirous  to  have  it  understooiit 
if  such  was  the  fact,  that  it  was  without  his  consenL  Ol^- 
being  inquired  of  whether  he  would  serve  if  elected,  Jn 
replied  that  his  "  inclination  was  averse  to  it."  The  himi* 
then  proceeded  to  a  ballot,  when  Samuel  Young  had  liit^ 
five  votes — Allen  fifty-four,  and  there  were  throe  bluhlb 
Edward  Livingston  was  chosen  clerk  by  a  vote  of  nxtj- 
six  to  fifty-five.  The  vote  on  the  question  of  speakv. 
probably  shows  nearly  the  relative  strength  of  partie*  in. 
the  house. 

"niis  assembly  contained  considerable  talent  Of  the. 
Clintonian  portion  of  that  body,  Francis  Granger  of  On- 
tario, Theodore  Sill  of  Oneida,  Aai'on  Vanderpool,  of 
Columbia,  and  Samuel  S.  Lush  of  Albany,  were  i 
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the  most  prominent.  Mr.  Granger  had  commenced  hw 
career  in  public  life  as  a  member  of  the  last  assembly,  and 
he  began  now  to  discover  those  talents  and  that  peculiar 
tact  and  address  by  which  he  was  subsequently  so  mucb 
distinguished.* 

On  the  other  hand«  Young,  Root,  Allen,  Beardsley 
from  Otsego,  Woodcock  from  Tompkins,  Cowles  from 
Putnam,  and  Bucklin  from  Jefierson,  were  among  the 
most  talented  and  efficient  of  the  democratic  members. 
Mr.  Woodcock  had  been  a  member  of  congress,  but 
Beardsley,  Cowles  and  Bucklin  had  never  before  been* 
members  of  a  legislative  body. 

The  governor's  message  was  well  written,  but  too  long, 
though  not  so  faulty  in  that  respect  as  most  of  his  other 
messages.  Among  other  matters  urged  upon  the  legisla* 
ture,  was  the  necessity  of  further  improvements  in  oar 
common  school  svstem  ;  and  he  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment  of  seminaries  for  the  especial  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing and  fitting  persons  to  become  teachers  of  common 
schools.  He  also  repeated  his  recommendation  in  favor 
of  the  construction,  at  the  public  expense,  of  a  slate  road' 
through  the  south-western  tier  of  counties.  These  were 
the  only  new  measures  which  he  specifically  recommend- 
ed. He  concluded  with  an  earnest  exhortation  of  an 
*' union  of  all  heads,  all  liearts  and  all  hands/'  in  efforts 
to  advance  the  interest  of  our  common  country. 

Early  in  the  session  a  bill  provided  for  the  election  of' 
a  senator  of  the  United  States  was  introduced  into  tie 
senate.  The  bill  as  drawn  did  not  change  the  mode  ol^ 
proceeding  in  the  choice  as  then  by  law  established. 

Mr.  Ogden  offered  an  amendment,  which  directed  that 
the  two  houses,  instead  of  openly  nominating,  should  by-' 
resolution  respectively  appoint  such  person  for  senator  aih' 
they  thought  proper ;  that  they  should  then  meet  and  corn- 
pave  resokitions,  and  if  the  resolutions  agreed,  the  perad#^ 
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named  thereia  should  be  declared  duly  elected ;  if  dw  twt, 
houses  difTered  in  the  their  resolutioDs,  then  they  weiM* 
elect  by  joint  ballot.  This  did  not,  in  aubstauce,  Tvy  ihfi 
law  as  it  then  was,  but  even  this  alteration,  slij^t  M'jl 
was,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fourteen.  MlV 
Wright  and  others,  who  had  the  proceeding  winter  votsd 
for  the  appointment  of  Tallmadge  and  Tracy  by  joint  fa*' 
aolution,  now  voting  in  the  negative.  Strange,  that-JK 
1825  the  position  was  a  sound  one,  that  the  senats  nnflhl 
to  possess  equal  power  with  the  assembly,  in  case  Of^dSt* 
agreement  as  to  the  person  who  ought  to  be  elected  UniMd^ 
States  senator,  and  that  in  1836  the  same  position  thodd. 
be  wrong.  I  have  mentioned  particularly  Mr.  WrigfariB 
being  involved  in  this  absurdity,  because  he  has  eTermao* 
been  in  the  public  service,  and  has  occupied,  and  noir  M>> 
cupies,  a  distinguished  and  elevated  standing  aa  a  mo  af ' 
talents  and  an  able  statesman.  But  in  justice  to  }um,  il 
ought  to  be  remarked,  as  I  have  somewhere  before  doM).'  - 
that  he  was  then  a  young  man,  inexperienced  in  I 
lion,  and  that,  although  on  the  occasion  to  which  ] 
referred,  his  conduct  appears  to  have  been  disingeaiMNi^- 
he  has.  during  many  years  of  service  as  a  senator  of  tha. 
United  Sutes,  given  proofs,  not  only  of  talent  of  Aa' 
highest  order,  but,  to  srv  the  least,  of  consistency  aod 
fearlessness  as  alegislator. 

A  feeble  attempt  was  made,  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Al- 
bert H.  Tracy,  in  some  of  the  western  papers,  again  -ta 
Rupport  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Mima. 
But  Mr.  Tracy  must  have  soon  discovered  that  ihnaofflio 
tlemen  who  manifested  a  disposition  friendly  to  hia  elao* 
lion  when  his  name  could  be  used  to  aid  to  the  defeat  'of 
Chief  Justice  Spencer,  had  no  inclination  to  sustain  bin 
after  that  object  had  been  accomplished. 

Nathan  Kanford,  who  was  then  chancellor,  waa  Doni^ 
dated  by  a  legislative  caucus,  and,  after  receivii^  tiHI 
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Domination,  resigned  his  office  as  chancellor  ;  and  he  was 
thereupon  immediately  elected  as  the  successor  of  Rufua 
King,  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote  of  both  houses  of  the 
kgislature. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  several  others,  leading  men  of  the 
old  Crawford  party  at  Washington,  had,  by  this  time, 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  support  Gen.  Jackson  for  the 
next  presidency  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams.  The  strong 
popular  vote  which,  in  despite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Adams,  Clay  and  Crawford  parties,  the  general  had  re> 
ceived  at  the  last  election,  probably  had  mo^h  effect  in  in- 
ducing them  to  come  to  this  conclusion.  It  furnished^ 
ready  formed,  a  large  capital  which  the  Crawford  party 
saw  they  could  add  to  their  own,  simply  by  consenting  to 
receive  it.  They  knew  too,  that  the  chivalric  bravery  of 
General  Jackson,  his  brilliant  success  in  the  late  war,  and 
the  many  popular  and  fascinating  points  in  his  character, 
would,  when  supported  by  such  a  compact,  disciplined  as- 
sociation as  was  the  Crawford  party  in  many  of  the  states  of 
the  Union,  render  this  extraordinarv  man  irresistable  as  a 
candidate  before  the  people.  If  he  was  not  a  learned 
lawyer  and  civilian,  he  was  at  any  rate  a  man  of  a  clear 
discriminating  mind,  and  if  he  was  subject  to  rashness 
and  precipitancy,  they  thought  they  could  surround  him 
with  friends  and  advisers  who  would  keep  him  within  due 
bounds.  True,  the  Crawford  men  in  this  state  had,  in 
1824  and  1825,  manifested  the  utmost  horror  at  the  least 
prospect  of  his  election,  and  Mr.  Crawford  himself  was 
known  to  have  expressed  very  unfavorable  opinions  of 
him,  but  a  better  knowledge  c£  the  man,  and  above  all,  a 
kind  of  political  necessity,  had  materially  changed  their 
views. 

This  determination  induced  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his 
confidential  friends  at  Albany,  to  persevere  in  cultivating 
a  good  understanding  with  Mr.  Clinton.     Interviews  wem 
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hM  betwceD  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  the  gov^ 
DOT.  Sug^tioDs  were  made,  that  if  the  democratic  p^xlgt 
could  be  brought  to  coasent  to  it,  no  opposition  condidMi 
vould  be  supported  against  Mr.  Clinton  at  the  next  gpdlfni 
notorial  election.  Mr.  Benjamin  K/iowor,  the  late  tre^pa 
rei:,  of  whose  cjnaracter  for  discernment  and  sagaeitXtK 
hftve  before  spoken,  was  the  principal  agent  of  the  Cnwh 
ford  partjr  in  carrying  on  these  negotiations,  Noth)i||( 
decisive,  however,  could  be  settled  for  this  obvious  reatw* 
Mr.  Knower,  although  he  could,  stipulate  for  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  Comptroller  Marcy,  &c.,  could  not  engage  for  t|iA 
majority  of  his  party,  among  whom  very  strong  prejudioQp, 
still  existed  against  Mr.  Clinton  ;  nor  could  the  govempi;, 
however  conscious  he  might  bo  of  the  continued  confr- 
dence  and  esteem  of  his  old  political  friends,  stipulate  that 
they  would  support  Gen.  Jackson,  at  least  ihree-foortlip, 
of  whom,  it  was  pretty  well  known,  were  inclined  to  ■!»• 
tain  Mr.  Adams  and  his  administration. 

While  such  was  the  situation  of  the  prominent  pvtt 
zans  of  the  day,  the  office  of  chancellor  became  vacmotc 
Samuel  Jones,  an  eminent  lawyer,  son  of  the  old  oamiK 
troller  of  the  same  name,  was  a  relative  (  a  couun,  I  b^ 
lieve)  to  the  present  Mrs.  Clinton.  The  governor  inunBr, 
diately  fixed  upon  him  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Sanlbf^ 
and  he  forthwith  nominated  him  to  the  senate.  Mr.  JoqM 
had  been  an  old  and  uniform  federalist  during  all  tfl^i 
l^hases  which  political  parties  had  assumed,  for  a  quarts 
of  a  century  past  in  the  state  of  New-York.  The  iena;lf^ 
nevenheless,  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Van  Buren*B  fnsn:|«^ 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and,  as  I  believe,  without  tim 
U9ual  formality  of  a  reference  to  a  cotnmitlee,  confiroMMli 
the  nomination.  This  prompt  acquiescence  in  the  ap] 
qwpt  of  his  friand  by,  the  Van  Buren  party  in  the  a 
produced  a  verj  stroog  impressioo  on  the  mind  of  He, 


Clhtef  }ulftlM  8«ivi^,  and  some  of  Ms  fiienwrnd  frteids, 
tvei^  dmatiified  "whh  Ibe  prectphttRiy  with  itAihAi  ^tMft 
business  was  conducted ;  and  it  seerM  *I6  liie  tfiejr  liad 
ground  for  complaint  Heretofoi^  it  had  been  i]8dsLl--Hn- 
deed,  since  the  organization  of  the  goVemment,  it  had 
been  the  constant  practice,  to  appohit  ihe  ohief  justice 
chancellor  whenever  that  office  became  vacant.  Sodge 
Savage  would  not  have  accepted  ihe  appointment,  liad  it 
been  tendered  to  him  ;  but,  although  he  was  a  very  mod- 
est man,  like  most  other  men  of  that  character,  he  "^as 
extremely  sensative.  He  therefore  felt  the  lippointment 
of  Mr.  Jones,  without  previous  consultation  with  himseH^ 
as  personally  oflTensive. 

It  was  a  defect  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Clinton,  as  a 
public  man,  that  he  was  too  apt  to  be  regardless  of  the 
feelings  of  others,  especially  if  they  were  political  oppo- 
nents. By  this  means,  he  frequently  converted  political 
adversaries  into  personal  enemies.  While  such  conduct 
was  obviously  injudicious,  perhaps  it  may  be  viewed  as  an 
evidence  of  his  independence  and  integrity  ;  at  least  it 
obviates  all  possible  grounds  upon  which  to  found  a  charge 
of  hypocrisy  against  him.  Still,  when  a  public  man  can 
avoid  making  personal  enemies  without  being  guilty  of 
dissimulation,  he  ought  unquestionably  to  do  so.  In  this 
respect,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  directly  the  reverse  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  Through  his  whole  life  he  has  been  careful  not 
to  afford  any  just  cause  for  a  political  opponent  to  become 
his  personal  enemy, — a  trait  in  his  character  which  I  deem 
highly  commendable. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Jones,  so  far  as  the  character 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  state  was  concerned,  was  an  excel- 
lent one,  and  in  all  respects  unexceptionable. 

About  the  same  time,  Mr.  Baldwin  resigned  the  record- 
ership  of  Albany,  and  Col.  McKown,  another  friend  Of 
Mr.  Clinton,  who,  it  wiH  be  recollected,  made  Ihe  elo* 
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ipiBBt  addrev  oa  the  occaaion  of  bia  ramoval  fnin  Dm 
office  of  canal  coomninioiMr,  was  appwnteil  in  lua  jimft: 
without  oppoiition  from  the  lenate,  -  -ii 

The  term  of  oiGce  of  the  state  officen  ex|Hred  this  7W% 
«nd  in  the  month  of  Fehnury  the  legialatnre,  after  thv 
luual  preliminary  caucuses,  proceeded  to  make  the  i^ 
pointments. 

The  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  John  Van  Nesa  Yate%  miiK 
in  the  year,  1834,  a  people's  man,  and  he  continued  wmrm* 
\y  opposed  to  the  Crawford  party.  Although,  like-U^- 
father,  tho  chief  justice,  he  was  possessed  of  fine  mohI 
qualities  and  an  exceedingly  plausible  exterior,  be  WMf 
naturally  a  Utile  vindictive  in  his  feelings.  For  theaa  ni 
other  reasons,  the  parly  holding  the  majority  in  the  legis> 
latere  were  determined  on  his  removal ;  and  as  he  ww  a 
warm  friend  of  Mr.  Adorns,  neilher  Mr.  Clinton  oor  lua 
fViends  in  the  legislature  who  were  favorable  to  Geaant 
Jackson,  of  whom  Messrs.  Golden  and  Vicle  of  the  Miiali 
were  the  most  prominent,  felt  any  very  strong  deaiia  la 
retain  him.  , 

At  the  legislative  caucus  Mr.  Plogg  was  nominated  a^ 
cretary  of  state.  From  the  very  active  part  which  tUi 
gentlemen  had  taken  in  opposition  to  the  electoral  law  in 
1836,  and  from  his  present  nominatioD,  it  was  evident  tt^ 
a  majority  of  this  legislature  were  determined  to  wistaitt 
the  parly  who  had  opposed  that  measure,  notwithBtandiog 
that  opposition  had  been  so  signally  rebuked  by  the 
people. 

On  the  14lh  February,  the  le^slature  proceeded  to  inaka 
the  appointments. 

In  the  senate  Mr.  Flaf;g  received  nineteen  votea,  and 
Mr.  Yates  eight  In  the  houK,  sixty-two  votes  wora 
given  to  Mr.  Flagg,  and  twcnly-oeven  to  Mr.  Yates.  Tba 
vote  WE»  about  the  same  between  Mr.  Kuyser  and  Doctor 
Barstow,  for  treasurer.     Mr.  Marcy  was  reelected  cooi^ 
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troller.  and  Samuel  A.  Talcot  attorney  general,  Colonel 
Muir  commissary  general,  and  Simeon  De  Witt  siinreyor 
general,  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  Jasper  Ward,  a  senator 
from  the  first  district,  made  a  communication  to  the  sen- 
ate, stating  that  charges  had  beeh  made  against  him  in  the 
New- York  American  and  Evening  Post,  during  the  recess 
of  the  senate,  that  *'  as  an  inducement  to  eflfect  the  passage 
of  an  amendment  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Chatham 
Insurance  Company,  and  the  passage  of  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  ^tna  Insurance  Company  of  said  city,  he  had 
been  guilty  of  corrupt  conduct  as  a  senator  of  this  state. 
The  senate  will  know,  said  Mr.  Ward,  the  importance  of 
preserving  the  integrity  of  their  own  body,  and  how  to 
maintain  their  own  honor.  As  a  member  of  that  body, 
and  to  vindicate  my  own  reputation  from  the  base  slanders 
by  which  it  has  been  assailed,  I  consider  myself  also  ei^ 
titled  to  demand  from  them  an  official  inquiry  into  the  sulv 
ject ;  and  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  measures 
may  be  taken  by  the  honorable  the  senate,  effectually  to 
investigate  the  charges  alluded  to,  and  to  establish  their 
truth  or  falsity." 

From  this  bold  and  confident  appeal,  one  would  be  led 
to  suppose  that  Mr.  Ward  was  an  innocent  and  injured 
man.  But  the  result  of  the  investigation,  which  he  so 
earnestly  invited  and  ^^  demandedj^^  furnished  another 
proof  of  the  soundness  of  the  maxim,  ''Let  not  him  that 
putteth  on  his  armor,  boast  as  he  who  taketh  it  off." 

Mr.  Spencer  moved  the  reference  of  this  communica 
tion  to  a  select  cx>mmittce.  On  the  25th  February,  Mr. 
Wright  from  the  select  committee  of  investigation,  made 
a  very  long  report,  containing  a  great  mass  of  testimony, 
and  disclosing  very  foul  and  disgusting  transactions.  After 
presenting  the  report,  Mr.  Wright  offered  the  following 
resolutions ;  but  before  they  were  read,  Mr.  Wright  M» 


mu^ai  in  -nbttance,  that  tba  eonunhtss  dee»eii  "'IMi 
it  CUM  not  within  their  provinon  to  do  mois  tUfe 
examine  into  the  caae  UMi  report  a  statement  of  fta^^ 
Tliat  lud  been  done,  and  it  now  remained  Tor  the  i 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  were  calculated  to  8Ui 
liODOr,  and  do  justice  to  the  member  charged  wiih  o 
4ion.  It  was  with  pain  that  be  felt  ctmipelled, 
jenw  of  duty,  to  ofler  the  resolutioot  he  was  about  ti 
mit,  and  in  doing  so,  he  wiahed  to  be  expraady  vmia^ 
jtood,  that  liis  object  was  lo  aacertain  the  aenae  of  Afe 
aenate  aa  to  the  extent  of  the  guilt  of  the  genttenan  l^fr 
plicated  by  the  testimony."  ■'*• 

'*  Reaoloed,  That  the  conduct  of  Jasper  Ward  m  HMi> 
tor  from  the  first  senate  district,  and  the  means  oaad  ifef 
bim,  in  obtaining  the  passage,  through  the  legislaUm^  «f 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Clwfr 
.ham  Fire  Insurance  Company,'  and  also  his  conduat-  mA 
ibe  means  used  by  him,  in  obtaining  the  pasaago  vt  ■&• 
Act  entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Mtm  Fire  Im^ 
innce  company  of  New-York,'  were  a  violation  of  4ita 
duties  as  a  senator,  afibrding  a  pernicious  and  dangMMM 
example,  tending  to  corrupt  the  public  morals  and  toili^ 
pair  the  public  confideDcc  in  the  integrity  of  the  I 
tiire ;  and  that  his  conduct  in  these  respects  doserrei 
«hould  receive  severe  reprehension  :  ■« 

"  Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Jasper  Ward,  Mm* 
dor  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  expelled  the  ■■» 
ate."  ! 

From  the  testimony  as  reported,  there  is  not  the  Uaat 
doubt  but  that  these  resolutions  wouid  have  passed,  VbI 
Mr.  Ward  would  have  been  expelled  ;  but  on  tha  fintdi^ 
of  March,  he  resigned  his  scat  in  the  senate,  and  Airlliat 
procecdtogB  against  him  were  suspended.  This  act  9$ 
Mr.  Ward,  whioh,  in  the  view  of  atl  impartial  mmt 
•moulded  to  an  admission  of  hia  guilt,  was  but  a  aoiry  mmt^ 
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upon  his  confident  assertion  of  his  innocmtoe,  aoid  hts 
fitellenge  of  an  investigation  at  the  commencement  of  the 
•Bision. 

•  dt-seems  to  me,  that  in  all  cases  where  there  is  retisona- 
Ma 'ground  to  suspect  that  an  act  of  incorporation,  grant- 
ing extensive  privileges,  has  been  passed  by  corrupt 
mmun  or  false  representations,  the  attorney  general  ought 
tethwith  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  such  com- 
yapine,  with  a  view  that  the  proper  judicial  tribunals 
should  declare  such  acts  of  incorporation  void  Char- 
^m  are  put  on  the  footing  of  contracts,  and  the  public, 
Anoogh  their  representatives,  being  considered  as  -one 
futy,  and  the  individuals  composing  the  corporation  an- 
Mher  ;  it  has  been  very  properly  held,  that  the  legislature 
kmmg  one  of  the  parties  to  a  contract,  could  not,  by  their 
woit  act,  annul  it  But  contracts  between  individuals, 
(irben  effected  by  corrupt  means,  or  even  by  false  repre- 
MOtations,  are  void  at  common  law.  Ought  not  charters 
laJie  placed  on  the  same  footing?  It  may  be  said,  that 
Midi  the  charters  recently  granted,  a  power  to  repeal  is 
rved  ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  same 

mxpt  and  fraudulent  means  which  have  been  used  in 
prpcnring  charters,  may  be  used  to  prevent  their  repeal. 

On  the  4th  of  February  Mr.  Spencer,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  literature,  made  a  very  able  report  to  the  senate 
on  that  part  of  the  governor's  message  which  related  to 
common  schools,  and  brought  in  a  bill  to  increase  the 
common  school  fund,  to  promote  the  education  of  teach- 
ers, and  to  regulate  their  appointment,  but  no  effectual 
action  was  had  upon  the  report  during  the  session. 

Resolutions  recommending  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
atitation,  with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  the  right  of 
•affragc,  and  directing  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace 
fay  the  people  of  the  respective  towns,  in  pursuance  of 
the  suggestions  in  the  governor's  message,  were  intro- 
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dueed  ukd  paued  by  both  houses.    In  the  aMemblj  It 
resolutions  were  zealously  opposed  by  Gen.   Root,  .1 
comistent  with  the  course  he  had  pursued  in  the  cotfi 
tioQ  in  1821,  presented' substantially  the  same  ar) 
to  the  assembly  which  he  had  urged  in  the  coavt 
He  was  however,  on  this  occasion,  abandoned  bjQA 
Young  and  all  his  other  old  friends,  who  in  the  con 
lion  had  supported  the  principles  which  he  then  u  I 
advocated.     The   resolution   for  the  election  of  j 
passed  by  one  hundred  and  seven  ayes,  to  four  noet.  --li^ 

It  was  early  in  the  session  ascerttuned  that  a  moit  Alh 
midable  opposition  existed  in  both  houses  to  the  proja^ 
of  making  the  state  road  ;  and  the  friends  of  the  mouvn 
being  apprehensive  that  when  the  commissiooers  ihnM 
as  by  law  they  were  required  to  do,  report  the  route  wUifc 
in  their  judgment,  ought  to  be  preferred,  that  oppoAlM 
would  be  so  much  increased  tliat  the  measure  wonU^h 
all  human  probability,  be  defeated  ;  the  joint  committw 
therefore,  a  majority  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  the  vsa^ 
after  obtaining  from  the  commisBioners  a  communlealMB 
showing  the  practicnbility  of  the  scheme,  and  an  eitiiBalt 
of  the  probable  expense,  and  before  they  had  reportedto 
the  legislature,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  conatraOk 
lion  of  the  road  and  making  the  necessary  approprwtfia 
of  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  such  < 
The  bill  was  brought  into  the  assembly,  but  after  e 
rable  discussion  in  that  house,  it  was  ascertained  that  A 
majority  of  the  members  would  not  act  on  the  quartisB 
until  the  commissioners  should  make  their  final  repast  tB 
the  legislature. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  the  cMnmissioners  reported 
Two  great  routes,  called  the  norlhcrn  and  southern,  wtitt 
respectively  urged  on  the  commissioners.  Both  nnrin 
would  commence  at  one  point  on  Lake  Erie,  in  the  mn>- 
ty  of  Chautauque,  and  lead  to  Bath,  in  the  county  of  SiMK 
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ben,  but  from  Bath  the  north  route  led  to  Ithaca,  and  from 
thence  of  Catskill,  in  the  county  of  Greene ;  while  the 
louthem  route  proceeded  from  Bath  to  Painted  Post ; 
thence  along  the  Chemung  river  to  New  Town ;  from 
thence  to  Binghamton,  and  thence  through  the  counties 
of  Delaware,  Sullivan  and  Orange,  to  the  Hudson  river 
at  Nyack,  in  the  county  of  Rockland,  The  commissioners 
preferred  the  northern  route  and  *'they  recommend  that 
it  be  located  from  Bath  to  the  head  of  Seneca  lake — ^from 
the  head  of  Seneca  to  the  village  of  Ithaca — thence  to 
the  village  of  Unadilla,  in  the  county  of  Otsego— thence 
by  the  way  of  Delhi,  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  to  the 
village  of  Madison,  and  from  thence  to  the  Hudson  river, 
either  at  the  village  of  Athens  or  Catskill,  as  shall  be 
deemed  most  expedient  by  the  person  or  persons  who  may 
by  law  be  authorized  to  lay  out  the  road." 

By  the  act  under  which  the  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed, it  was  expressly  made  their  duty  to  designate 
what  in  their  judgment  would  be  the  best  route  for  a  road 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Hudson  river ;  they  therefore  made 
this  recommendation  in  pursuance  of  the  peremptory  di- 
rections of  the  act  "  Here,"  say  the  commissioners,  "  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  the  20th  April 
last,  the  remarks  of  the  commissioners  ought  to  close  ;  but 
entertaining  as  they  do,  an  opinion  that  the  plan  of  con- 
structing one  line  of  road  from  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie, 
is  not  the  best  mode  of  applying  the  resources  of  the  state 
to  the  improvement  of  the  country  between  the  Eric  canal 
and  the  Pennsylvania  line,  they  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  suggest  a  plan  of  improvement,  in  their  judgment 
better  adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in- 
tended to  be  attained,  and  more  commensurate  with  the 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  great  mass  of  population  includ 
ed  in  the  territory  south  of  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal 
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*"  llMt  one  (»ntintious  route  will  not  be  c«nmiteMdMMt> 
irtAi  the  necessities  of  this  gre^  tedtion  iff  4he  ttMfepW 
most  evident ;  for  should  the  modt  HOrihfern  mite  1i 
upon  by  legislative  enactment,  the  criizem  'i 
southern  pert  of  Delaware  county,  and  in  the  ^ 
of  the  Susquehannah  «nd  Chetnong,  must  of  r 
wAit  by  tmvellingBt  neirrly  right  nnglFs,  ttn-i 


distance  of  forty  miles  :  and  should  the  southern  MMpt 
alone  be  adopted,  the  citizens  upon  the  northemioiMw 
would  be  subjected  to  the  like  inconvenience; 'WMMMHF' 
peculiar  formation  of  the  country  is  such  as  hot  to  aAMkW' 
an  intermediate  route  between  the  northern  and'SodttUB' 
locations. 

"Notwithstanding  the  palpnblc  necessity  Of  opfeaMU^ 
commanicntinn  from  the  junction  of  cast  and  weM  OINk- 
ware,  at  Shohocken,  to  the  Hudson  river,  it  is 'an  infllUt' 
tabic  fact,  that  such  is  the  sterility  of  the  country,  WiA'Iha 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  banks  of  the  tUt^- 
ware,  that  many  yenrs  must  elapse  before  any  ?io{n  -al 
be  entertained  that  such  commnnicntion  will  1>e  OffeflML 
unless  eficctvd  by  the  slate.  On  the  other  hand  ItVtt 
be  remarked,  that  there  is  ot  present  nJ  comntuiiililMf' 
from  the  bend  of  Seneca  lake  to  Bath,  a  -communfisMM'" 
highly  important  to  that  section  of  the  state,  and  thtii' At' 
cannot  be  etfcctcd  without  aid  from  the  public  titKlM^. ' 
The  commiEsioners  therefore  recommend,  that  insTekfltllf - 
constructing  one  eontinnous  line  of  road  from  the  lliiBttir' 
river  to  Lake  Erie,  a  mad  be  constructed  from  Ibo  hMI 
of  the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware,  in  Delaware  cotRi()y| 
through  Unadrlh,  Ilhoea,  and  the  head  of  Seneca  MnVi' 
Bath,  and  from  Bath  throngh  Angelica  and  'EHirafttvltlB^ 
to  the  townof<»crry,  m  the  county  of  "Oharriauque.  FMHi 
this  place  a  road  can  and  wiTt.  no  doubt,  "be  made  b^'ftA^' 
vate  entertirise,  to  Ounfcii*.  and  to  Portland  by  ttM  Mft^" 
of  Mayville.     That  from  Bath  to  Russeirs  tavern,  Ibair 
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miles  east  of  Binghamton,  on  the  southern  route,  a  mosl 
MceUunt  road  can  be  made  at  very  small  expense.  Lit-^ 
II0.  more  need  be  expended  than  will  be  necessary  to  widely 
thftiiiarrows  mentioned  in  statement  D. 

'^SVoia  Russell's,  a  road  should  be  constructed  along  the 
iMKLdescribetl  in  statement  D.,  either  to  William  Gray's, 
kk  Ljjbextyf  in  the  county  of  Sullivan,  or  to  the  Lackawax- 
m  Qi|B&l>  at  Wawarsing,  or  at  some  other  point  south  of 
tb#i.Rl«/oe*  From  the  statement  D,  and  the  profile  with 
ViKich  iti  is.  accompanied,  it  will  be.  perceived,  that  one  of 
thpLOWest  and  best  roads  in  the  nation,  can  be  constructed 
dioug,  the  banks  of  the  Beaver^Kill  and  Willewemock- 
At  the  Lackawaxen  canal,  or  at  Liberty,  this  branch  ol 
(hastate  road  should  terminate. 

''The  northern  route,  as  has  been  remarked,  should  be 
worked  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  from  Bath  to  the  head 
qf  the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware,  in  the  county  of  Dela- 
ware. Near  this  place,  the  Durham  and  Windham  turn- 
pike intersect,  and  with  a  little  improvement,  may  be 
made  excellent  roads,  and  highly  profitable  to  the  stock- 
holders. A  diagram  herewith  submitted,  marked.  A,  A, 
fsesenting  in  one  view  the  whole  of  the  routes  surveyed, 
will  enable  the  legislature  to  perceive  how  fully  this  plan, 
iC  executed,  would  satisfy  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
every  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  state. 
I^ing  between  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Erie,  and  Penn- 
sylvania line  and  the  Erie  canal." 

The  commissioners  estimated  the  expense  of  making  the 
qcmmI  at  two  thousand  dollars  per  mile,  which,  supposing 
the  line  of  road  to  be  four  hundred  miles,  would  have  re- 
quired an  ex[)endituro  of  less  than  a  million  of  dollars. 
Biit  as  well  the  project  of  a  continuous  route  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  1825,  as  that  recommended  by  the  commis- 
ajOBcrs.  n)et  with  an  able  and  zealous  opposition  from  the, 
members,  representing  the  counties  bordering  on  the  £ri«t 
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and  Chimplaio  eonali.  The  Speaker,  CoL  Yoang  Ifaf 
Granger,  and  Mr.  Sill  of  Oneida  county,  men  of-tA^ 
ents  and  great  personal  influence,  exerted  all  their  emtgW 
to  defeat  the  bill.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  fuatiMril 
by  Messn.  Root,  Vanderpoel,  Cniger  and  Woodbatt; 
with  equal  zeal  and  addren.  Nothing  like  political  priftf 
dice  or  partiality  mingled  in  this  (wntest  Then  u,  hm§* 
ever,  in  this  state,  a  party  which  has  long  existed,  irfl^^ 
for  many  years  has  controlled  all  its  great  financial  mAufi'^ 
ures,  and  which,  for  aught  I  can  perceive,  is  likdylV 
hold,  and  perhaps  increase  its  power,  which  on  thii  ooM^ 
sion  exerted  all  its  influence — I  mean  the  Ebos  f-'miiA 

PARTY. 

An  attentive  observer  will  have  seen  that  whether  <M^ 
eralists  or  democraLs,  bucktails  or  Clintonians,  nnti  niiiOM 
or  Inco  focos,  if  they  were  from  the  counties  borderili|pM 
the  Erie  canal,  they  were  always  found  together  OB-^ 
questions  in  rcladnn  to  any  considerable  expenditure  f0 
public  monfty,  on  nil  comincrrial  questions,  and  oo  wjt 
questions  nfTccting  the  financial  concerns  of  the  ittta? 
This  formidnbtc  party,  led  by  such  able  and  talented  motf 
as  Young,  Granger  and  Hill,  finally  defeated  the  state  iMiC 
project.  Whether  this  project  was  wise,  must  be  ■dodC' 
ted  questionable  ;  but  to  nie  it  is  very  certain,  that  iMft 
the  mad  been  made,  the  southern  railroad  project  woidt' 
not  have  been  adopted,  and  the  complaints  of  the  iohlUi' 
tants  of  the  southern  tier  of  counties  would  have  Db—T 
removed.  I'hcy  would  have  been  not  only  fully  iatb^ 
fied — they  would  have  been  grateful  for  the  bounty  of  the' 
state. 

I  cannot  say  that  1  was  ever  in  favor  of  the  meaama  iq- 
thc  abstract.  My  opinion  on  the  subject  of  internal  in^ 
provemcnts  by  tlie  state,  subsequent  to  the  completion  ilT' 
the  granil  canals,  will  be  frankly  given  when  the  propvt' 
ety  of  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  shall  be  i 
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ered.  My  business  as  a  commissioner  was,  not  to  decide 
whether  the  road  ought  to  be  made,  but  where  it  ought  to 
be  made.  But  to  those  who  entertain  a  different  opinion 
from  me  on  that  subject,  and  especially  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  I  would  submit  the  fol- 
lowing questions  : — Would  not  a  good  McAdamized  road 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Genesee  Valley  canal ;  from  the 
Genesee  Valley  canal  to  the  Chemung  canal ;  from  thence 
to  the  Chenango  canal ;  from  thence  northerly  to  Potter's 
Hollow,  where  it  would  intersect  the  Catskill  railroad, 
and  also  southerly  along  the  Beaver-Kill  through  Sullivan 
county,  to  the  Ulster  and  Delaware  canal ;  and  from  some 
point  on  that  canal  to  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Orange, 
where  it  would  intersect  the  railroad  now  completed  to 
that  place,  have  contributed  more  to  the  convenience  and 
wealth  of  those  secluded  counties,  than  the  great  southern 
railroad,  even  suppose  it  was  completed  at  an  expense  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars?  The  improvement,  by  a 
McAdamized  road,  which  I  have  suggested,  might  have 
oeen  made  at  an  expense  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  Had 
the  plan  I  have  proposed  been  adopted,  how  many  flour- 
ishing villages  would  have  sprung  up  in  that  region  of 
country,  which  now  (probably,)  never  will  exist  ? 

The  bill  for  constructing  the  state  road  was  finally  inde- 
finitely postponed,  by  the  close  vote  of  fifty  to  forty-eight. 
To  show  that  sectional  feelings  operated  ujwn  the  voters, 
on  both  sides  of  this  question,  I  give  the  ayes  and  noes,  and 
the  counties  in  which  they  respectively  resided  : 

Jlyes — Messrs.  Adriance,  Dutchess ;  Akin,  Dutchess  ; 
Betts,  Onondaga  ;  Boughton,  Ontario ;  Bovee,  Montgo- 
mery ;  Bucklin,  Jefferson  ;  Burnham,  Cayuga  ;  Churchill, 
Genesee ;  CK;land,  Herkimer  ;  Cole,  Washington  ;  Cooper, 
New- York  ;  Cowles,  Putnam  ;  Dibble,  Madison  ;  Dibble, 
Saratoga ;  DicfendorfT,  Montgomory  ;  Doty,  St.  Lawrence; 
Eldredge,  Schoharie ;  Ferris,  Cayuj^a ;  Fill<jy,  Rensselaer; 
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Fraooh,  MoDtgomery;  Grant,  Orleaai;  Hascall,. FnnUiAfe 
Hendricki,  Seneca;  Hull,  Oneida;  Jewatt,  OiioiuUgt|^Jl^ 
cey,  Monroe;  Lawrence,  Dutchees;  J.  Lynde,  CocUiip4l 
T.  Lynde,  Cheaaogo;  Miller,  Lewii;  Moore,  8uffoUi;,|3|ft 
vn,  JeSeraon;  Saoders,  Schenectady;  Schuyler,  UerlHPM% 
Daniel  Scott,  Seneca;  David  Soott,  Genesee;  J.  IT  Umdiki 
Westcbetter;  W.  Smith,  Essex;  Speaker,  Saratoga:  jj^lft 
venson,  Washington;  Stoddard,  Oneida;  A.  Ten  ^|fli  « 
Albany;  Townsond,  Delaware;  Von  Horn,  MootfpwMHjgf  * 
Waldo,  Cayuga;  Whippio,  Albany;  Wiley,  Weatc^ 
Willatd,  Onondaga;  Williamson,  iiJuirolk;  Wooda.  ^ 
inglon — 6fty. 

JVbef — Messrs.  Allen,  New-York ;  Baldwin,  Tiqglkt} 
Barnes,  Oneida;  Bcardsley,  Otsego;  Benson,  ToajAJiia^ 
Brasher,  New-York;  Bruyn,  Ulster;  Catnp,  Tioga;  Chri^/ 
Oneida;  Collins,  Rensselaer;  Crary,  SuUivan;  Donoi^k 
Cortland;  Faulkner,  Livinf;ston;  Fitch,  Otsego;  Foatiyi 
Chautanquc;  Forbes,  Onondaga;  Fox,  Warren;  Grani0i%< 
Ontario;  J.  Hall,  New-York;  Heacock,  Erie;  Hiw4^ 
ton,  Madison;  E.  W.  King,  New-York;  W.  Kin^  Siw 
gara;  Kip,  Wayne;  Lounsbury,  Ulster;  Lush, 
M'Farlan,  Orange;  MJnard,  New-York;  Mnncll,  C 
Co;  Pierce,  Rensselaer;  Pitts,  Ontario;  J.  E.  RobioMI^. 
New-York;  P.  Robinson,  Broome;  Root,  Delaware;  9m^ 
field,  WcBchester;  Seamen,  Greene;  A.  Smith,  YkM^ 
Spencei  Livingston;  Stanton,  Gcnesse;  Sirevel,  CokiHa' 
bia;  Suliren,  Rockland;  Tripp,  Otsego;  Vanderpoalt  8^ 
lumbia;  Wheeler,  Steuben;  G.  Williams,  Alleganjrf  IL 
Williams,  Washington;  Woodcock,  Tompkins; 
ward.  Orange—  forty-eight. 
The  following  members  were  absent : 
Messrs.  Benedict,  Saratoga;  Crugor,  Steuben;  1 
Cayi^;  Elmore,  Ulster;  Fellows,  Monroe;  Piak.  CKi^^ 
too;  Furman,  Kings;  Gelslon,  New-York;  GraeibMhfi. 
Rensselaer;  A.  Hail,  Wayne;    Hayes,  Otsego;  Hilt,.QiM 
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liimbia;  HofTman,  Orange;  Jones,  Queens;  MathewB^ 
Monroe;  Matticc,  Schoharie;  M'Glashan.  Cattaraugus; 
Porter,  Greene;  Schultz,  Orange;  Sherman,  New-Yorkj 
iSill,  Oneida;  J.  Ten  Eyck,  Madison;  Thompson,  New^ 
York;  Tracy,  Chenango;  Treadwell,  Queens;  Vamey, 
Herkimer;  Wardweil,  Jefferson;  H.  Williams,  OswegCH- 
twenty-eight. 

Of  the  twenty-eight  members  who  were  absent,  thirteUi' 
were  in  favor  of  the  road.  Upon  a  review  of  thei  aiovo 
stiatcmcnt  it  will  l)e  perceived,  that  of  the  fifty  who  Toied* 
in  favor  of  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  all  hdi' 
ten  of  them  represented  counties  bordering  on  either  the 
northeni  or  Erie  canal. 

William  B.  Rochester,  circuit  judge  of  the  eighth  diih 
trict,  resigned  his  office  in  consequence  of  being  appoint^ 
ed  minister  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  coin 
gress  of  Panama. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  this  resignation  occasioned  ood^ 
sfderable  negotiation  and  a  serious  struggle  between  the 
governor  and  the  Van  Buren  or  Crawford  party  in  the  se- 
nate. 

Hcman  J.  Rcdfield,  late  a  senator  from  the  eighth  dis- 
trict, had  been  one  of  the  seventeen  by  whose  vote  the 
passage  of  an  electoral  law  in  1824  had  been  defeated. 
That  vote  had  rendered  him  extremely  unpopular  in  his 
district  and  prostrated  all  expectation  of  his  being  con- 
tinued in  public  life  by  the  suffrages  of  a  majority  of  the 
people.  The  regency  considering  that  he  had  sacrificed 
his  popularity  by  an  act  done  in  pursurancc  of  their  ad- 
vice and  from  a  principle  of  fidelity  to  his  party,  were  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  provide  for  him  by  means  of  the  np- ' 
pointing  power.  By  the  bye,  it  was  an  invarible  rute 
with  Van  Buren  and  his  party  never,  if  it  could  possibly 
be  prevented,  to  permit  a  political  friend  to  suffer  in  con- 
sequence of  adherence  to  them.    This  rule  seems  to  me 

O 


SB  FOLITICAL   BIBTOBT.  [18K 

not  ocly  founded  in  good  policy  but  perfectly  just  Hiw 
Redfield,  though  by  do  mcaaa  a  man  of  brilliant  talsiit% 
was  a  man  of  unexceptionable  private  reputatioD  aoA 
amiable  in  his  deportment  and  character.  There  oodA 
therefore  be  no  personal  objection  against  him.  Oft 
him  the  regency  fixed  as  their  candidate  for  a  niA* 
ceiaor  to  Judge  Rochester.  They  probably  urged  lit 
nomination  upon  the  governor,  for  the  reason  amoog 
othera,  that  they  wished  to  Iny  the  foundation  of  brin^Dg 
a  majority  of  their  friends  into  his  support  for  goveraor 
at  the  next  election  ;  that  in  effecting  this,  it  was  inant* 
fesl  they  had  to  encounter  the  most  obstinate  prejudicw; 
that  if  he  would  nominate  Redfield,  such  an  act  would 
afford  a  proof  of  his  liberality  and  good  feeling  (owwdi 
their  party,  as  would,  in  all  probability,  dissipate  tboM 
prejudices,  which  it  now  seemed  so  difficult  to  overcomai 
and  they  might  also  have  reminded  him,  that  putting  it  OD 
the  ground  that  he  held  an  attitude  politically  hostile  to 
the  senate,  it  was  reasonable  tliat  he  should  nominate  ft 
portion  of  the  principal  oHicers  from  their  ranks.  Thetf 
also  might  have  called  to  his  recollection  the  conduct  of 
the  senate  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Jones.  The  govsi^ 
nor,  1  have  many  reasons  for  believing,  was  dcsiroui  to' 
gratify  their  wishes  ;  bgt  there  were  obstacles  in  the  wb^ 
of  his  taking  that  course,  which,  to  him,  appeared  iniuper* 
able.  His  supposed  hostility  to  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 
Redfield,  in  common  with  the  corps  of  seventeen  seaatoi% 
was  licyoiui  ull  doubt  ihe  cause  of  his  own  election  as  go 
vcrotir.  Havii.g  oliiaiticd  his  election  upon  that  ground, 
could  he  now  ofhcially  approve  of  the  conduct  of  one  of 
the  seventeen  ?  Again,  ihu  eighth  district  was  hisstron|^ 
hold.  In  that  district,  was  contained  the  great  strength 
personally  and  politically  of  Governor  Cliuton.  He  know, 
that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Redfield  would  mortify  and 
displease  nearly  every  friend  he  possessed  in  that  rogionj 
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and  he  might  have  urged  to  the  regency  party,  that  if 
they  really  desired  him  as  their  candidate  for  governor, 
nothing  could  be  more  injurious  to  them  as  a  party  than 
such  a  measure  ;  for  it  would  put  it  out  of  Mr.  C.*s  power 
to  carry  any  considerable  number  of  his  friends  to  the  new 
Jackson  party,  which  it  was  in  contemplation  to  form. 
This  view  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  regency  ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  time,  and  probably  for  the  purpose 
of  paving  the  way  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Redfield, 
Albert  H.  Tracy  was  nominated  by  the  governor  for  the 
office  of  judge  of  the  eighth  circuit,  and  his  nomination 
was  concurred  in  by  the  senate.  This  nomination  was 
made  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by  the  senate,  when 
both  parties  entertained  reasonable  expectations  that  he 
would  decline  the  office.  These  expectations  were  real- 
ized. Mr.  Tracy  soon  after  declined.  The  governor 
then,  instead  of  nominating  Red  field,  as  probably  many  of 
the  senators  hoped  and  believed  he  would  do,  nominated 
Moses  Hayden,  a  member  of  congress,  from  one  of  the 
western  congressional  districts,  whose  nomination  the  sen- 
ate promptly  rejected.  This  nomination  was  followed  by 
the  nomination  by  the  governor,  and  rejection  by  the 
senate,  of  Ashley  Sampson,  a  respectable  lawyer  of  Ro- 
chester. Nothing  further  was  done  until  about  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  when  the  governor  nominated  John 
Birdsall,  in  which  nomination  the  senate  concurred.  Mr. 
Birdsall  was  a  moderate  Clintonian.  This  affair  finally 
terminated  without  producing  any  bad  feeling  between  the 
governor  and  senate.  I  know  that  the  governor  became 
convinced  that,  however  deserving  a  man  Redfield  might 
be,  his  nomination  would  be  fatal  to  the  governor's  stand- 
ing with  his  old  friends  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  that  ex- 
ceedingly judicious  man,  Mr.  Knower,  who,  principally 
in  behalf  of  the  regency,  communicated  with  Mr.  Clinton 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion. 


and  tharefora  couwl-  to  preis-  it,  or  nther.  endeavoredt* 
rec»>ncile  and  quiot  the  fcelingt  of  the  fnendi  of  Mn  ThMi 
field  ai  he  beat  could.  Before  the  adjournment  o£r4M 
legitlatare,  each  pnrty  held  legislative  caucuses,  and  aaak 
of  them  recommended  a  state  convention,  to  nominala  m 
governor ;  the  Clintonians  appointed  their  convcntioi^ai 
Utica  on  the  2lBt  September  ;  and  the  democratic  fnty 
appointed  theirs  at  Herkimer  on  the  first  WcdneFdayU) 
October.  This  was  the  first  time  the  democratic  partyiilP 
the  legislature  had  ever  yielded  the  right  or  power  t* 
nominate  a  governor  to  delegates,  chosen  for  that  ipeoll^ 
purpose  by  the  people. 

The  two  houses  adjourned  on  the  18th  of  April. 

The  senate,  previous  to  its  adjournment,  unanimoial^' 
passed  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  Lt  Govenior  Tallmadfia: 
for  the  amiable  and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  had  pti* 
sided  over  that  body  during  the  two  prececding  searioBB' 
That  this  complimentary  vole  was  juslly  merited  by  Gfl& 
Tallmadge,  none  who  know  him  will  doubt.  All  alio*' 
him  a  high  order  of  talent.  And  perhaps  (here  ia  no  mav 
in  America,  save  one,  (Henry  Clay,)  who,  with  so  nwdlk 
grace,  could  blend  the  courtesy  of  a  gentleman  with  thV- 
authority  and  dignity  of  a  presiding  officer  in  a  delibav^-. 
live  assembly  as  Mr.  Tallmadge.  The  tone  of  the  npkfi. 
of  Gen.  Tallmadge  to  the  senate  was  melancholy  and  iiidi>* 
cated  a  subdued  and  broken  down  sptriu 

At  the  close  of  the  proceedings  in  ihe  asaembly^  WKf^ 
cording  to  the  report  of  the  Albany  Daily  AdvertiaBiv  ». 
scone  of  a  character  somewhat  singular  occurred.  TbK- 
following  is  the  account  as  given  in  that  paper : 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  the  speaker  left  the  cMiy 
and  Mr.  Wood  took  it 

"Mr.  Allen  then  oflercd  a  resolution  tendering:  tfv- 
thaoksof  the  heuie  to  SamBol' Young  for  the  eUe'HKlf: 
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impartial  maimer  in  which  he  had  povkmoeA'tba  ilatieB  of 
the  chair  during  the  sessioD. 

'*  Mr.  Root  said  he  wished  the  •clerk  <«ieaald  -not  JMler 
the  resolution  as  having  passed  unanimoMly. 

'' The  question  was  then  put  xm  the  ff«KdBtMn,:iadit 
carried. 

**  Mr.  HoflTman  and  some  others  said  as  the  TesolutioB 
had  passed  unanimously  it  ought  to  ke  M  entered  «d  the 
journals. 

"To  this  Mr.  Root  objected. 

"  The  speaker  then  took  the  ctndr  and  addressed  Ae 
house  nearly  as  follows  : 

^*  'Gentlemen — I  confess  that  1  did  not  anticipate  that 
this  resolution  would  pass  unanimourfy,  and  I  am  not 
therefore  prepared  to  address  rou  as  I  ought.  I  witfh  you 
a  safe  return  to  your  friends  and  familfes,  and  may  God 
protect  you  through  life.' ' ' 

The  Advertiser  was  a  Clintonian  paper  and  opposed  to 
Col.  Young  and  a  majority  of  f he  assembly.  It  is  there- 
fore possible,  if  not  probable,  that  this  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings may  be  inaccurate.  For  to  me  it  seems  quite  un- 
accountable that  Col.  Young  should  excuse  himself  for 
not  replying  to  a  complimentary  resolution  of  the  assem- 
bly because  he  had  anticipated  such  a  resolution  would  not 
have  passed  unanimously,  when  in  point  of  fact  it  had  not 
passed  unanimously,  so  distinguished  a  member  as  Gen. 
Root  audibly  objecting  to  it.* 

That  a  misunderstanding  in  the  course  of  the  session 
happened  between  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Root,  and  that 
personally  unkind  feelings  were  generated  between  them, 
and  so  much  so  that  Mr.  Root  refused,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  to  record  his  vote  approving  of  the  conduct  cf 


^  flinee  the  above  wu  written,  1  have  esanSfiH  llie  aBtcuat  oC  thti 
given  bv  the  Albaqj  Argiw,  tod  And  it  doct  oot  matedallj  tv/  ftom  thatfivm  19  a» 
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Mr.  Yoong  u  tpeaker,  I  have  no  doubt.  FcMubly  ■oiait 
expraasioH  mule  by  Mr.  Root,  after  Mr.  Allen  had  prd* 
posed  hia  reaolutbn,  diaturbed  bo  much  the  equanimity  uf 
the  temper  of  CoL  Young,  that  at  the  OMment  he  fek  i||* 
capable  of  making  a  auitabia  reaponsa  to  the  aaaembly. 
This  may  have  been  the  true  reaaon  why  he  made  ao,-nK 
ply.  It  ia  very  certain  that  after  this  iieaiioa.  Gen.  Raot 
and  Col.  Young  never  acted  cordially  together,  eithOT^,i|| 
peraooal  or  political  friends.  w 

On  the  4th  July,  1826,  John  Adams  died  in  Mn—chii 
setts,  and  Thomas  Jeflerson,  on  the  same  day,  died  io  Vir^ 
ginia.  The  circumstance  was  so  extraordinary  aa  toip* 
preach  the  miraculous.  Both  were  of  the  committe*  in  ^ 
the  Continental  Congresa  which  prepared  the  decJaratioo 
of  independence — Mr.  Jefferson  being  the  principal  ai^ 
thor  of  that  immortal  slate  paper — both  signed  that  d»- 
claration ;  both  had  represented  the  nation  in  Europe ;  both 
had  been  president  of  the  United  States,  and  both  died  on 
the  4th  day  of  July,  upon  the  close  of  one-half  a  cmtory 
after  the  occurrence  of  that  stupendous  event  It  k  dif> 
ficult  to  account  upon  the  doctrine  of  chances  for  thii  mm 
derful  coincidence.  There  arc  indeed  "  more  tliingi  in 
heaven  and  earth  than  are  dreamt  of  in  our  philosophy." 
Public  meetings,  without  distinction  of  parties,  were  holft 
and  eulogies  were  delivered  in  most  of  the  cities  and  tlw 
principal  villages  in  the  state,  upon  the  occasion. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  William  P.  Van  Nesa,  U.  8. 
judge  of  the  southern  district  of  New- York,  being  npp^ 
rently  in  high  health,  died  instantaneously,  probably  in  ft 
fit  of  apoplexy.  Few  men  io  this  or  any  other  countiy, 
possessed  finer  intellectual  powers  than  Judge  Van  Nui, 
Unfortunately  his  temper  was  gloomy  and  sometime*  nn- 
dictive. 

llie  Clintonian  convention  was  held  at  Utica,  on  the 
filst  of  September,  and  a  full  representation  of  (i 
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from  nearly  all  the  counties  in  the  state  were  in  attend- 
ance. Gen.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  of  Westchester  county^ 
was  chosen  president,  and  Samuel  Stevens  and  Simon  6. 
Throop,  secretaries.  Mr.  Clinton  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated for  a  re-election.  Some  difficulty  was  encountered 
in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  lieut.  governor.  It 
was  on  all  hands  determined  not  again  to  nominate  Mr. 
Tallmadge  ;  and  although  when  he  found  himself  aban- 
doned by  his  anti-Clintonian  democratic  friends,  he  had  in 
the  coure  of  the  summer  intimated  to  some  of  his  old 
Clintonian  associates,  his  willingness  to  be  again  the  can- 
didate of  that  party  with  Mr.  Clinton,  whom  he  had  for  the 
last  two  years  so  industriously  opposed,  not  a  single  voice 
was  raised  in  his  favor.  After  some  inquiry,  it  was  found 
that  Mr.  Henry  Huntington,  an  old  and  highly  respectable 
citizen  of  Oneida,  and  president  of  the  bank  of  Utica,  who 
has  been  several  times  before  mentioned,  had  very  reluc- 
tantly consented  to  be  a  candidate.  As  soon  as  it  was  a^* 
certaincd  that  he  had  yielded  such  consent,  he  was  nomi- 
nated with  great  unanimity.  He  was  known  to  be  an  ex- 
ceedingly judicious  man,  of  great  purity  of  character,  pru- 
dent and  cautious  as  a  salesman,  and  liberal  towards  his  po- 
litical opponents.  His  nomination  seemed  universally 
acceptable,  and  yet  he  failed  in  his  election,  although  Mr. 
Clinton  succeeded,  the  causes  of  which  will  soon  be 
stated. 

The  address  issued  by  the  convention  was  drawn  by  P. 
C.  Van  Wyck,  of  New- York.  It  was  dignified,  mild 
and  conciliatory.  He  had  been  an  early  uniform  and  effi- 
cient friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  this  was  his  last  political 
service.  He  died  the  winter  following,  deeply  and  justly 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  convention  separa- 
ted with  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  success.  It  was  a 
common  error  of  Mr.  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  friends,  that  they 
seldom  foresaw  difficulties.     They  were  always  certain  of 
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f  triumpb  until  after  the  ekctim.  Uike  the  romintie  apui 
vt  tbe  old  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  they  bod  "an  ,exccj||g| 
knack  at  hoping." 

I  have  stated  that  the  Albany  regency  had  intim||tal 
to  Mr.  Clinton  that  they  did  not  desire  to  support  a  cfge- 
<Ute  against  liim.  In  making  these  iothnatioos,  1  |uqg| 
no  doubt  ihey  were  perfectly  sincere.  I  have  stroog  ft^ 
■ons  for  believing  that  Mr.  Van  Burcn,  Mr,  Kaowe,r,  JUa 
Marcy,  and  several  other  gentlemen  of  distinction  of  (^|tf 
party,  prior  to  the  Herkimer  convention,  were  avena  to 
making  any  nomionlion  ;  but  a  very  large  majority  of 
their  political  friends  could  not  be  tuducod  to  accord  nJdL 
them  in  opinion.  When  they  perceived  the  currept  49 
ptrong  in  favor  of  a  notninatton  adverse  to  Mr.  Clinton^ 
Ihey  yielded  to  it,  and  in  my  opinion  were  not  only  exctt- 
■able,  but  justifiable  in  doing  so.  They  had  never  iatjimi> 
ted  to  the  governor  or  any  of  his  friends  that  they  abqjn)^ 
take  a  course  contrary  to  Ihc  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  politicnl  pnrty  to  which  they  belonged.  They  tt|f!i?|^ 
fore  acted  with  perfect  good  faith  towards  him,  vIVA 
after  having  failed  to  convince  a  majority  of  their  JiH&r 
that  it  was  best  to  support  him,  they  still  adhered  iu  gOQ^ 
faith  to  the  determination  of  Ihc  majority  of  that  pffrfSr 
Tliey  however  favored  the  nomination  of  a  man  for  gggfr 
emor,  whom  they  believed  to  be  n  weak  candidate.  TfcWIt 
man  was  Judge  Rochester,  who,  although  a  well  bred  f^ 
accomplished  gentleman,  was  but  little  known  to  the  pub* 
(ic,  and  had,  in  fact,  never  distinguished  himself  for  uam 
Blatesman-like  qualities.  Mr.  Rochester  being  a  weflte,i;g 
man,  and  rather  a  favorite  of  the  delegates  from  tbe  ^^f^ 
was  nominated.  Mr.  Vau  Buren  and  his  friends  felt  oittr? 
jnleresl  in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  iicuIcnant-go!FT 
ernor.  They  did  not  expect,  and  perhaps  I  may  Bflfalz 
say  they  hardly  wished  to  succeed  in  electing  their  gvtm^ 
oatorial  candidate,  but  they  were  extremely  onxiopK  0a 
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qiaiotaio  their  ascendancy  in  the  legislature,  and  the  lieu** 
Jenant-govemor,  under  certain  circumstanoesi,  might  have 
^  xjght  to  a  vote  in  the  senate,  and  at  any  rat^  his  ioflu- 
iH^fie  in  that  house  might  be  of  very  conaiderabJe  import* 
^HdQe  in  relation  to  eventual  success  in  their  ulterior  views. 
Jlbr*  Huntington  lived  in  the  valley  of  the  Eri^  canaL  It 
jl^M  by  means  of  the  influence  exerted  by  the  representa- 
]|ivep  in  the  legislature  from  that  valley,  that  the  great 
jtirtp  road  project  had  been  defeated.  If,  therefore,  a  can- 
i/4/^\e  could  be  selected  who  would  command  the  support 
ilf  tjlie  friends  of  that  measure,  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
ISfUXe  the  united  vote  of  the  disciplined  democratic  pha- 
lanx in  other  parts  of  the  state,  these  sagacious  politicians 
ypiceived  a  r/Basonable  prospect  of  success  ;  and  with  this 
jmWt  ^^y  nominated  Gen.  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  one  of  the 
l$tfi  state  road  commissioners. 

The  convention  at  Herkimer,  which  met  on  the  fourth 
of  .October,  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  James 
jU  Hogeboom  for  president,  and  David  E.  Evans  and  Ed- 
Wfud  Livingston  for  secretaries.  The  counties  in  the 
state  were  generally  represented  by  delegat'^s.  Judge 
Rochester  received  103  votes  for  governor,  and  Nathaniel 
Pitcher  08  for  lieutenant-governor. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  election,  discerning  men 
perceived  that  the  competition  between  the  candidates 
would  be  much  closer  than  had  been  anticipated.  All  the 
old  prejudices  against  Mr.  Clinton  were  called  out  and 
rendered  active.  But  besides  the  effects  which  these  feel- 
ings produced,  another  cause  operated  powerfully  against 
him. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  conduct  this 
election  without  reference  to  the  presidential  question, 
which  was  to  be  decided  in  1828.  Mr.  Rochester  was  a 
warm  friend  and  supporter  of  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Ailaips,  or  rather  he  was  the  personal  and  poiiticol  friend 
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of  Hr.  CUy.  The  Rochester  f&mily  were  from  the  rikii 
of  Maryland,  and  before  they  migrated  to  thii  ataXfl^'k 
friendflhip  had  been  foimed  between  that  family  aod'Hi'. 
Clay,  which  continued  unabated  ;  and  it  wai  throu^  Wf. 
Clay't  influence,  who  was  then  eecretary  of  slate,  tfill 
Judge  Rochester  had  been  invested  with  the  Panama  nm- 
sion.  All  these  drcumstances  were  well  known  to  inHt 
ligent  politicians  in  every  part  of  the  state,  and  by  iM 
man  were  they  more  clearly  perceiv^  and  fully  mi*> 
ciated  than  Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter  of  Black  Rock,  s  oJIm 
of  great  talent,  address  and  energy,  who,  in  1824  belong- 
ed to  the  people's  party,  and  who  was  and  is  an  aidaift 
friend  and  admirer  of  Mr.  Clay.  A  very  large  portioDbf 
the  Clintonians,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  were  Matdtf 
to  Mr.  Adams,  and  Gen.  Porter  and  other  politiciau  wn^ 
larly  situated,  made  a  strong  appeal  to  them,  urging  tint 
Mr.  Clinton,  being  an  avowed  Jackson  man,  his  elscAHfi 
would  be  fatal  to  the  prospects  of  Mr.  Adams  in  this  ilKli* 
whereas  the  election  of  Rochester  would  ensure  the'  ■ov- 
cess  of  the  Adams  party.  Reflecting  men  felt  that  ibiM 
was  much  truth  in  these  representations,  and  they  vfptif- 
ciated  their  importance.  In  reviewing  the  proceedioflia 
that  day,  one  cannot  fail  to  be  surprised,  that  thew  o^ 
siderations  did  not  have  more  eflect  than  they  actually  £d 
upon  those  Clintonians  who  were  determined  to  suppcst  the 
re-election  of  Mr.  Adams.  There  can,  however,  be  no 
doubt  but  that  these  views  induced  many  Clintoniaiie  to 
vote  for  Judge  Rochester,  ' 

There  was  another  circumstance  that  operated  in  &tar 
of  Mr.  Rochester.  He  was  a  western  man  and  the  p6(^ 
pie  of  the  west  were  ambitious  to  do  what  they  had  not 
yet  done,  give  the  state  a  governor.  On  the  other  band, 
the  fact  that  Rochester  was  known  to  be  an  Adams  nu^ 
had  very  little  effect  upon  that  portion  of  the  demoentle 
party  who  were  for  Gen.  Jackson.    Generally  spetking, 
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they  were  strict  caucus  men.  Like  disciplined  troops^ 
wherever  their  party  went,  thcv  would  go ;  and  Mr.  Clin- 
ton was  the  last  man  in  whose  favor  they  could  be  induced 
to  break  their  ranks. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  who,  by  this  time  had 
iBaHyy  though  not  publicly,  put  all  their  political  capital 
at  stake  against  the  Adams  administration,  became  alarm- 
ed. But  what  could  they  do  T  Their  honor  as  gentle 
men,  and  their  character  as  consistent  politicians,  were 
committed  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Rochester,  and  they 
could  not,  and  did  not,  consent  to  forfeit  either.  But  it 
can  not  be  doubted,  that  they  viewed  the  result  of  the  con- 
test with  painful  anxiety.  Had  Rochester  have  been 
elected,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  entire  vote  of 
this  state  would  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Noah,  editor  of  the  New- York  National  Advocate 
or  Enquirer,  who  had  been  a  warm  Crawford  man,  and  an 
uniform  opponent  of  Mr.  Clinton,  came  out  openly  and 
frankly  for  him  and  Gen.  Pitcher ;  but  Mr.  Crosweil,  of 
the  Albany  Argus,  with  his  usual  zeal,  talent  and  address, 
together  with  the  other  democratic  papers  in  the  state, 
supported  in  good  faith  the  Herkimer  nomination. 

It  was  the  state  road  question  which  finally  decided  this 
election.  The  county  of  Steuben,  a  strong  democratic 
county,  gave  Mr.  Clinton  more  than  one  thousand  majori- 
ty. But  the  same  reason  which  induced  the  democratic 
electors  of  the  south-western  tier  of  counties  to  vote 
against  Mr.  Rochester,  impelled  the  Clintonian  electors  of 
those  counties  to  vote  for  Mr.  Pitcher.  The  result  was, 
that  Mr.  Clinton  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  votes  over  Judge  Rochester, 
and  Mr.  Pitcher  received  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
e^ty-eight  more  votes  than  Mr.  Huntington. 

In  the  election  of  members  of  the  legislature,  the  demo- 
eimtic  party  obtained  a  complete  and  most  decisive  victo- 


Ml  FOLtncAi.  MnroKv.  pHV 

tf.    That  party  lucceeded  in  the  aacoBd,  third,  fiM^ifeA' 
aarenth  and  eighth  Knatorial  dittricti,  and  in  lb*  1 
vhen  Gea  Robert  Bogardui,  a  Clintoaian,  waa  i  ~ 
his  success  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  bis  being  ii 
be  an  ardent  Jackson  man.  "! 

lo  the  osaembiy,  the  democrata  elected  aboMt  tw0tt 
one. 

I^e  senators  elected  this  year  wei«  :  .      !  • 

From  the  First  District,  Robert  Bogardvi^  .  ^-'y 

"  Second  do.,     Benjamin  Woodwaa^t      -;'  - 

"  Third     do.,     John  McCarty,  - ;  y. 

"  Fourth  do.,    Duncan  McMartin,  Joii^  i:\- 

Fifth     do.,     Charles  Dajran,  and  !.;..- 

Truman  Edob,  '  ^  *■. 

"  Sizt      do.,    Thomas  G.  Watermam.   ''-.>; 

"  Sevcnthdo.,    William  M.  Oliver,  aiA..: 

Victory  Birdseye,  '.  ,-,, 

"  Eighth  do.,    Charles  H.  CarrolL  ,  y. 

Mr.  Young,  the  late  speaker,  was  not  re^leet«d||i|f)|i 

assembly  from  Saratoga.  '     ,. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

nOM  JANUARY  1, 1W7.  TO  JANUAET  1,  UN. 

Bit  iImp  preceding^  autumn  an  event  occnrred,  singular  in 
itB4ohmcter^  and  which,  in  its  consequences,  produced  a 
great  eflect,  not  only  upon  society  in*  geneitil,  but  on  the 
IKrittloal'plu'tieS'in  the  state  of  New^York,  and  in  several 
qthop  oft'  the  American  states-. 

The  society  of  fVee  masons  had  existed  for  a  long  pe- 
riod of  time  in  the  world.  Indeed,  many  persons  claim 
that  what  are  called  the  secrets  or  mysteries  of  masonry, 
esiated  long  before  the  Christian  era ;  some  asserting  that 
the  iubstantial  parts  of  masonry  were  in  use  among  asso- 
eiations  of  the  ancient  Egyptians ;  and  that  most  of  the 
uaaful  arts  and  sciences  invented  by  that  wonderful  peo- 
pb,  were  the  result  of  the  efforts  and  labors  of  those  as- 
sociations. These  traditions,  which  were  carefully  pre- 
served by  the  modem  masons,  are  no  doubt  principally 
foonded  on  fiction,  but  it  is  nevertheless  very  probable 
that  the  society  of  free  masons,  which  has  in  some  form 
existed  for  several  centuries,  (in  all  likelihood  since  the 
cmsades)  was  instituted  in  imitation  of  those  secret  socie- 
ties^ so  common  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  and  other 
anoient  Pagan  nations. 

At  this  time  masonic  societies  existed  in  most  of  the 
civilized  nations  on  the  globe,  and  branches  of  them  were 
found  among  nations  who  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  civ- 
ilized. In  New-Yort  and  in  fact  in  America,  masonry 
may  be  said  to  have  been  in  its  most  palmy  state.  1  haz- 
ard little  in  asserting  that  a  majority  of  persons  holding 
offiotal  stations  in  the  state,  were  masons.  Legislative, 
jii4icNiland  exeotttive'Offioenv  frem*  presidtets  and  gifV* 
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ernon  to  deputy  marshals  and  constables ;  from  ji 
of  the  supreme  court  to  justices  of  the  peace  ;  and  fraoi 
the  grave  and  reverend  senator  to  the  town  meeting 
tor,   were,  it  is  probable,  a  majority  of  them  free 
sons,  solemnly  pledged  to  perform   the   obligatfom   a^d 
keep  (he  secrets  of  masonry.     It  is  scarcely  necessaiy  to 
mention  that  every  mason,  by  a  voluntary  oath,  iMiwJhjJ 
not  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  the  order,  under  a  no  Icsipefii 
alty  than  forfeiture  of  his  life.  'm.'{!|i 

William  Morgan,  a  royal  arch  free  mason,  and  a  prtelHI 
by  trade,  said  to  be  a  native  of  Virginia,  had  taken  up 
residence  in  the  village  of  Batavia,  in  the  county  of 
esee.  Not  having  been  successful  in  business,  ho^^ft 
would  seem,  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  benefit,  had  deM^ 
mined  to  publish  a  pamphlet  containing  the  secrets  of-  mft* 
sonry.  His  intention  was  discovered  by  some  of  his  felto# 
masons,  who  communicated  it  to  their  brethren  of^tto 
craft  in  that  vicinity,  and  it  soon  became  known,  BB'tap^ 
pears  by  subsequent  proceedings,  to  several  of  the  lodgdbf 
in  western  New-York.  ^'irio-- 

On  the  11  th  day  of  September.  1820,  Mr.  Checsebrom^l^'' 
master  of  a  lodge  of  masons  at  Canandaigua,  in  the  cooBtf - 
of  Ontario,  procured  from  Jeffrey  Chipman,  a  justice  tf* 
the  peace  in  Canandaigua,  a  warrant  to  arrest  Morgu^  ov 
a  charge  of  stealing  a  shirt  and  cravat ;  and  Cheesebrom^  ' 
with  two  or  three  other  masons,  proceeded  with  the  wtr^- 
rant  to  Batavia,  where  they  caused  Morgan  to  be  arraattd^t 
hurried  him  into  a  coach  and  transported  him  to  Canandift- 
gua,  where  they  brought  him  lK>fore  Justice  Chipman,  whO' 
forthwith  discharged  him,  he  being  satisfied  that  MoiglB  ' 
was  not  jiruilty  of  the  larceny  complained  of.     He  WM 
then  immediately  nrn^stcd  on  a  small  debt  due  to  QM-' 
Aaron  Ashley,  and  which  Chcesebrough  alleged  had  beofi 
assigned  to  him.     The  justice  rendered  judgment  affalflil  - 
Morgan  for  two  dollars,  on  which,  upon  the  oadi'Vf  - 
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Cheesebrough,  he  instantly  issued  execution^  and  Morgan 
was  committed  to  close  confinement  in  the  jail  at  Canan- 
daigua.  During  the  night  of  the  12th  of  September,  he 
waa  clandestinely  taken  from  the  jail  by  a  number  of  ma- 
•ooSy  thrown  into  a  covered  carriage,  gagged,  and  convey- 
ed on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  to  the  Canada  side  of  the 
Niagara  river ;  and  thence  taken  back  to  the  American 
■ide,  and  left  confined  in  the  magazine  of  Fort  Niagara. 
He  remained  there  until  the  29th  September,  in  charge  of 
C6L  King  of  Niagara  county  and  one  Elisha  Adams,  at 
vrhich  time  he  disappeared  and  has  not  since  been  heard 
of. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  would  it  be  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  of  this  history,  to  enter  further  into  the  dc- 
taib  of  this  inhuman  outrage.  I  assume,  as  a  historical 
truth,  and  I  regret  that  I  aip  compelled  to  do  so,  that 
William  Morgan  was,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  dis- 
closure of  the  mysteries  of  masonry,  murdered  in  cold 
blood,  by  men  holding  a  respectable  rank  and  standing  in 
society. 

The  effect  which  this  horrible  transaction  had  on  the 
politics  of  this  state,  and  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
political  party  which  grew  out  of  it,  will  be  given  in  an- 
other place.     [See  Chapter  38.] 

At  present  I  will  merely  remark,  that  Gov.  Clinton  was, 
in  1826,  high  priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  the  highest  masonic  station  in 
the  United  States;  and  that  this  circumstance  deprived  him 
of  many  votes  in  the  part  of  the  state  where  Morgan  had 
lived,  and  would  have  deprived  him  of  many  more,  had 
at  not  been  well  known,  that  Judge  Rochester  was  also 
«  mason,  though  of  inferior  standing  in  the  masonic  or- 
der.* 

*  Daring  tfip^xelfeaicnt  whkh  tnierfedH  the  outrage  upon  Morgsin,  Tct.  CllnlOB 
WW  cbv^  not  only  wttb  having  been  privy  to  but  as  Grand  Hljti  PrtoHor  tiiaaJ 
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The  strong  popular  vote  obtained  by  Hr.  RocheMBfiAp 
^veriior,  was  claimed  as  evidence  of  his  peraonal  ^if^ 
larity  ;  and  as  the  tnrm  of  service  of  Mr.  Via  BureD'AMMr 
senate  of  the  United  States  Would  expire  on  the  4th  Mtkrti( 
ISafl,  some  of  the  Adams  democrats  begbil  to  hlat,  tS$t 
Judge  Rochester  ought  to  be  elected  as  the  eucccnof^ 
Mr.  Van  Btiren.  One  reason  which  induced  these  vt^gH^ 
lions  was.  that  all  intelligent  men  by  this  time  knew;  tUff 
Mr.  Van  Burcn  had  determined,  at  the  approaching  ptfm^ 
ilentini  election,  to  support  Gen.  Jackson.  It  was  rettfjlt^ 
able  to  suspect  that  Judge  Rochester,  as  well  from'  {Mt^ 
sonni  ambition  as  from  feelings  of  resentment,  would  Q^ 
vor  this  project.  I  have  said  from  feelings  of  resentHi^fli^ 
because  from  the  conduct  of  some  of  Mr.  Van  Buren'a  (idD^ 
fidcnlinl  friend!)  in  Albany,  before  the  nomination  fyt' 
governor,  nnd  from  ihc  course  pursued  by  Maj.  7io4l  il|i 
the  New-York  Enquirer  after  that  nomination.  Mr.  ttor 
Chester  mny  have  been  auspicious  that  Mr.  Van  Buren'iUd 
his  confidential  friends  had  not  acted  with  good  fojth  tb* 
wards  him  during  the  late  canvass.  If  Judge  Rochester  cilH 
tertaincd  those  suspicions,  (suspicions  that,  so  far  as  tbsy 
respect  Mr.  Van  Burcn  and  his  friends  at  Albany,  I  Kit* 
before  expressed  my  convictions  were  wholly  unfounde4i]* 
he  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  cncourag -J  in  them  by  his  Qejf^ 


non  ■nll-Vnuonry.  jjrlrwej  to  Joha  Oil 
AdiBK,  Id  lentF  Ihh.  p.  9B7.  hai  prond  hrronil  ill  qunlloii  Uw  »Hn  Mtitfl  fl 
clinriF*.  ABd  Itmvn-  piil  nt  n!H  ihnc  foul  ilanden.    [See  ilB  ipptndll  10  CU.VM 

TTim  IlHih  nrr  mlnen  wlih  Mi.  atonr*!  ihurI  iiMllrf.  ind  contain  i  fWI,  Mfl 


1827.]  OF   NEW-YORK.  341 

bor  and  friend,  Gen.  Porter,  and  probably  by  his  correspon- 
dent, Mr.  Clay. 

A  few  days  after  the  resalt  of  the  election  was  knowii| 
Mr.  Rochester  left  home,  (his  residence  was  then  at 
Rochester,)  for  the  congress  at  Panama.  He  arrived  in 
the  city  of  Albany  in  the  evening,  and  at  seven  o'clock 
the  next  morning  took  the  steamboat  for  New-Yotk  ;  and 
during  his  momentary  stay  in  Albany  seemed  anxious  to 
avoid  all  intercourse  and  conversation  with  his  political 
friends,  except  on  the  most  common  topics.  The  friends 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  olarmed.  They  well  knew  if 
the  Clintonian  Adams  men  in  the  legislature  should  join 
the  democratic  Adams  men,  Rochester  would  be  elected 
senator.  They  therefore  lost  no  time  in  sounding  those 
Clintonians  who  were  supposed  to  possess  influence  with 
their  party,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  would 
be  the  action  of  the  Clintonians,  if  such  an  emergency 
should  occur.  And  the  result  was  that  the  Clintonians, 
under  no  circumstances,  would  consent  to  support  Roch- 
ester. So  excited  were  the  feelings  of  that  party  against 
Mr.  Rochester,  that  I  have  no  doubt  if  they  had  been 
compelled  to  vote  between  Van  Buren  and  Rochester,  four 
out  of  five  even  of  the  Adams  Clintonians  would  have 
voted  for  Van  Buren.  The  passions  called  forth  by  the 
recent  warmly  contested  election,  still  held  a  controlling 
influence  over  their  judgments  and  induced  this  determi- 
nation. These  assurances  from  the  leading  Clintonians 
quieted  the  apprehensions  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  2nd  day  of  January. 

The  assembly  did  not  contain  many  members  distin- 
guished as  orators  or  for  parliamentary  talents.  A  large 
proportion  of  them  were  however  intelligent  and  judicious 
men.  If  they  were  not  remarkable  for  oratorical  powers, 
they  had  habits  of  industry  and  a  good  stock  of  useful 
business  talent     Among  the  most  prominent  men  on  the 
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01,  ofUrlttwan);  Mosely,  ofOo- 
ucklin,  of  JetVursoii;  B.  S.  Doly, 
of  Schenectady;  Hoy,  of  War- 
[  Shornian,  of  New-York,  and 
n  the  Clinloniati  side  were  Bai»- 
of  Washington;  Sill,  of  OnoD- 
o;  Fish,  of  Montgomery;  Birds- 
'.  BryaD  of  Cattaraugus,  all  re> 
ntulligence. 

apeaker.  He  received  seventy* 
iger  thirty-three,  and  there  were 
[t  was  with  some  difficulty  ihu 
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ii  to  be  appointed  on  a  question  which  may  involve  party 
considerations,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  shall  appoint  a 
majority  of  that  committee  from  the  party  to  which  I  be- 
long. And  on  a  question  of  local  bearing,  involving 
interests  to  any  considerable  extent,  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  I  will  refer  it  to  a  committee  entirely  opposed  to  it ; 
I  am  not  willing  to  put  a  child  to  nurse  to  be  strangled.'* 

The  declaration  that  he  intended  to  act  as  a  party 
speaker,  was  harsh  and  unusual.  One  high  and  impor- 
tant duty  of  a  presiding  officer  of  a  legislative  body  is  to 
protect  the  minority  and  secure  them  in  the  exercise  of 
their  rights.  The  majority  having  in  their  own  hands  the 
power,  will  take  care  of  their  own  rights.  However,  the 
intention  of  Gen.  Root,  as  explained  by  him,  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  practice  of  all  presiding  officers,  what- 
ever assurances  they  may  give  of  rigid  impartiality.  The 
last  sentence  I  have  quoted  from  the  address,  was  un- 
doubtedly intended,  by  Mr.  Root,  as  a  rebuke  to  his  pre- 
decessor (Col.  Young)  for  his  conduct  the  preceding  ses- 
sion in  relation  to  the  state  road. 

The  governor  in  his  message  congratulated  the  legisla- 
ture on  the  adoption  by  the  people  of  the  amendments  to 
the  constitution  removing  all  restrictions  to  the  right  of 
voting,  except  only  citizenship  and  a  residence  of  six 
months,  and  directing  that  justices  of  the  peace  should  be 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  respective  towns.  After 
what  I  have  said  when  speaking  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention  of  1821,  I  now  only  add,  that  this  latter 
amendment  completed  the  independence  of  the  great  mass 
of  electors,  and  effectually  relieved  them  from  the  tyrani- 
cal  control  over  public  opinion  by  the  central  power. 
From  the  moment  this  amendment  was  fidopted,  elections 
have  been  free  in  the  state  of  New-York. 

The  governor  spoke  in  terms  of  well  founded  exulta- 
tion of  the  successful  operation  of  the  canals.     He  in- 
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formed  the  legidature  that  the  balance  of  debt  due  from 
the  state  for  the  construction  of  the  canals,  was  seyea 
million  nine  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  seven  haD^ 
dred  and  seventy  dollars  and  ninety  cents;  tliat  the  income 
arising  from  them  the  last  year  was  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
and  ten  cents ;  and  that  the  income  arising  from  other 
funds  which  had  been  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the 
canal  debt,  when  added  to  the  income  from  the  toIi% 
would  swell  the  amount  to  more  than  one  million  dollan. 
How  splendid  were  then  the  financial  prospects  of  the 
state  1 

On  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  canal  debt,  Mn 
Clinton  remarks — *'  This  state  has  derived  great  reputa- 
tion from  its  enterprise  in  undertaking,  and  its  {lerseve^ 
ranee  in  executing,  a  work  of  immense  benefit,  and  it 
ought  to  set  another  example  of  the  extinguishment  of  a 
great  public  debt  This  precedent  will  be  more  beneficial 
in  itself,  and  more  animating  in  all  its  aspects  and  consf^ 
quences,  than  any  fugitive  or  even  permanent  advantages 
that  can  emanate  from  another  course."  While  I  cordially 
concur  in  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  this  suggestion,  I 
cannot  but  feel  surprise  and  regret  to  perceive  that  in  this 
same  message  the  governor  either  directly  or  indirectly 
recommended  a  variety  of  new  and  expensive  improve- 
ments, by  roads  and  canals,  which,  if  the  legislature  had 
adopted  them,  would,  instead  of  leading  to  the  extinguishr 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  as  he  urges  in  the  passage  abovd 
quoted,  have  added  many  millions  to  that  debt. 

The  year  1826  had  been  a  year  of  great  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  and  the  governor  imputes  that  distress  to 
the  extensive  issues  and  sudden  contraction  of  the  banks. 
This  evil  arising  from  improvident  issues  of  bank  paper, 
was  not  then  so  generally  nor  so  well  understood  as  at 
present ;  and  I  allude  to  the  suggestion  in  Mr.  Clinton^' 
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message,  as  another  evidence  of  his  sagacity  in  discerning 
early  the  sources  from  which  public  calamities  might  be 
apprehended,  and  his  promptness  in  warning  the  constitu- 
ted authorities  to  obviate,  as  far  as  they  bad  the  power  of 
obviating,  the  causes  of  those  calamities* 
.  The  governor  again  recommended  the  making  of  a  state 
rood  from  Hudson's  river  to  Lake  Erie. 

Gen.  McClure,  chairman  of  the  state  road  committee, 
early  in  the  session  (12th  January,)  reported  a  bill  for 
making  the  road  upon  the  plan  recommended  by  the  late 
commissioners.  The  debate  on  the  subject  was  opened 
on  the  19th,  with  some  asperity  on  both  sides.  CoL 
Young  had  lately  published  a  pamphlet  on  political  econ- 
omy, in  which  some  allusion  was  made  to  the  state  road 
project  Mr.  McClure  charged  hisfi  with  making  this  pub- 
lication with  a  view  to  influence  the  legislature  when  actr 
iag  on  this  question,  and  with  availing  himself  of  the  la- 
bcun  of  professor  McVickar,  without  giving  credit  to  the 
real  author.  He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  Scho- 
harie, who  repelled  the  imputations  against  Col.  Young 
with  great  spirit  and  ardor.  Mr.  Granger  also  again  as- 
sailed the  state  road  project  with  great  spirit,  address  and 
seal.  The  subject  was  from  time  to  time  discussed  till 
the  13th  of  February,  when,  on  a  motion  in  committee  of 
the  whole  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  it  was 
carried  by  a  vote  of  fifty-five  to  forty-five.  This  report 
was  sustained  in  the  house,  sixty-four  to  forty-eight.  By 
a  reference  to  the  names  of  the  sixty-four  who  voted  for 
the  rejection  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  found  that  fifty-five  of 
them  were  from  counties  situate  in  the  canal  valleys. 

On  the  20th  February,  Mr.  Abraham  Keyser  was  re- 
elected treasurer. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January,  a  movement  was  made  by 
some  Clintonian-Adams  members  of  the  legislature  to 
effect  the  election,  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  of  a 
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friend  to  the  nitiooal  adminiBtratioii.  In  tbia  Hmj  bapat 
to  be  joined  by  the  democratic  Adams  men  in  the  l^illit^ 
ture.  Accordingly,  b  cbucub  was  called  of  all  the  frieri^ 
of  tbe  national  administration  on  the  evening  of  the  BMI^- 
but  the  meeting  waa  attended  by  only  two  democnilto 
members.  There  were  undoubtedly  a  conaidenble  nam- 
ber  of  democratic  Adams  men  in  the  two  houoei  of  fh> 
legislature,  but  they  were  extremely  unwilling  to  come  to 
an  open  breach  with  their  party;  and  in  behalf  of  Jb.- 
Van  Buren,  his  friends  urged  his  superior  capacity  tot 
usefulness,  founded  on  his  experience  as  a  national  k^pUfei^ 
tor,  and  on  his  admitted  superiority  of  talents  ;  beaidai  II 
was  urged,  that  Mr.  Fan  Buren  was  not  commitled  (wd 
it  was  true  he  was  not  publicly  committed)  for  or  agaUtt 
eilher  of  the  presidenlitU  candidate!. 

At  the  Clintonian  caucus,  held  on  the  30th,  HtejAM 
Van  Rensselaer,  1  presume  without  his  knowledge,  WM 
nominated  as  the  Adams  candidate  for  senator  of  the  Unilad 
Stales.  But  on  thefithof  February,  Mr.  Van  Buren  wum^ 
elected  by  a  large  majority  in  both  houses.  In  the  ■ent^ 
Messrs.  Colden,  Bogardus  and  Yiele*  and  in  the  assamhif 
Messrs.  Birdsall  and  Bryant,  all  Clintonians,  voted  ftir 
him.  This  was  the  first  public  demonstration  which  Ihk 
Clintonian  Jackson  men  had  afforded  of  their  detenmiHH- 
tioo  to  support  Van  Buren. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  notice  giren  Vm 
by  order  of  the  two  houses  of  his  re-election,  is  not  a  Ltd* 
'  curious.    It  was  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Wiatkmgton,  Fa.  16,  IBR. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  senate  i^ 
pointing  me  a  senator  to  represent  the  state  in  the  senate 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  after  the  third  of 
March  next,  and  have  to  ask  permission  to  communieata 
to  the  senate,  through  you,  my  acceptance  of  the  offioa. 
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**  Rel}ring  on  the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  and  in  ju»> 
tioe  to  my  own  feelings,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
thus  presented,  to  say  that,  having  considered  my  first 
appointment  as  an  evidence  of  confidence  and  liberality  to 
which  my  public  services  could  have  given  me  no  preten- 
aioD,  I  cannot  but  regard  my  re-appointment,  under  exists- 
ing  circumstances,  and  with  such  gratifying  unanimity,  as 
an  act  of  favor,  demanding  the  expression  of  my  utmost 
gratitude.  I  do  assure  the  senate,  that  I  am  deeply  sensible 
of  the  honor  which  has  been  conferred  upon  me  :  And  to 
jiMtify  their  confidence,  it  shall  be  my  constant  and  zeal- 
ous endeavor  to  protect  the  remaining  rights  reserved  to 
the  states  by  the  federal  constitution  ;  to  restore  those  mf 
uMch  they  have  been  divested  by  construction ;  and  to 
promote  the  interests  and  honor  of  our  common  country. 

**  With  great  respect, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  M.  V.  BUREN. 

"Hon.  Nathaniel  Pitcher, 

"President  of  the  senate  of  the  state  of  New- York." 

At  the  time  this  letter  was  written,  one  might  well  have 
inqiiired  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  of  what  "  rights  "  the  states 
had  "  been  divested  ? "  When  and  by  whom  ?  Certainly 
not  by  Mr.  Adams  or  his  administration,  for  at  that  time, 
if  I  recollect  rightly,  no  important  measure  had  been 
adopted  which  had  not  been  supported  or  at  any  rate  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The  appointment 
of  envoys  to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  Panama 
congress  by  the^president  without  first  obtaining  the  con- 
■ent  of  the  national  legislature,  and  the  powers  with  which 
Mr.  Adams  proposed  that  our  representative  in  the  Ame- 
rican convention  should  be  clothed,  had  been  successfully 
resisted  bv  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States.     Mr.  Adams  therefore,  whatever  he 


MB  POLITICAL  naroKT  [IBH. 

may  have  attempted,  had  not,  in  respect  to  that  meamirap 
"divesied^^  the  states  of  any  rights.  If  the  national 
government  had,  '^  by  construction  divested  "  the  states  of 
any  rights,  it  must  have  been  by  chartering  an  United 
States  Bank,  and  by  other  acts  done  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  but  of  both 
these  administrations  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  been  an  ardent 
supporter,  and  at  the  moment  he  wrote  the  letter  in  que^ 
tion,  claimed  the  confidence  of  his  political  friends  is- 
cause  he  had  yielded  such  support.  The  truth  is  that  this 
assurance  that  he  would  endeavor  to  restore  lost  state 
rights  was  thrown  out  as  a  kind  of  manifesto  of  the 
gcounds  of  the  war  which  he  intended  to  wage  against  the 
^ministration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

That  there  is  danger  that  the  general  government,  by 
means  of  its  vast  amount  of  patronage,  its  mighty  re- 
sources and  the  personal  weight  of  character  and  talent 
of  those  who  administer  it,  may  encroach  on  the  constitu- 
tional rights  and  independence  of  the  states,  I  think  every 
reflecting  man  will  admit  without  hesitation  ;  while  on  the 
other  hand  it  is  obvious  that  the  state  governments  will 
naturally  possess  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  being  more  immediately  created  by  the  people. 
The  states  too  individually  possess  the  great  mass  of  ju- 
dicial power  which  has  been  delegated  by  the  people-^ 
each  state  also  has  a  treasury  and  controls  its  militia.  The 
power  of  administering  justice  between  man  and  man,  in 
nearly  all  cases,  is  vested  in  the  state  authorities.  To  our 
own  state  we  look  for,  and  m  our  own  state  we  find,  pro- 
tection of  our  property,  our  reputation  and  our  lives. 
Each  state  therefore  not  only  controls  a  purse  and  a  sword 
which  are  properly  its  own,  but  U  has  a  perfect  and  an  oi^ 
ganized  government  at  all  times  prepared  to  resist  en* 
croachments  and  violations  of  its  rights  by  any  other 
power,  and  it  may  be  to  legalize  faction.     While  therefore 
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It  is  admitted,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  tendency  of  the 
central  or  general  government  is  to  accumulate  power  by  a 
gradual  usurpation  of  those  powers  which  constitutionally 
belong  to  the  states;  on  the  other,  it  is  evident  that  the  pro- 
pensity of  the  state  politicians  will  be  to  increase  the  power 
of  the  individual  states  at  the  expense  of  the  legitimate  au- 
thority of  the  central  government.  A  vigilant  guard  against 
encroachments  by  either  of  the  parties  to  this  singular  and 
anomalous  compact  mav,  like  the  centripetal  and  centrifu- 
gal motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  tend  to  preserve  and 
perpetuate  the  harmonious  motion  of  our  cx)mplicated  po- 
litica!  machmcry.  But  I  am  digressing  from  the  path  I 
had  marked  out  ibr  myself  to  pursue ;  and  yet  I  must  be 
excused  for  adding  one  other  remark,  or  rather  of  laying 
down  a  single  proposition,  without  troubling  the  reader 
with  the  reasons  on  which  it  is  founded.    It  is  this  : 

If  there  be  a  defect  in  our  national  government,  that 
defect  is,  that  by  means  of  its  patronage,  it  is  too  strong 
in  time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  its  powers  are  too 
feeble.  If  any  man  doubts  the  weakness  of  the  govern- 
ment during  war,  let  him  look  at  its  condition  and  the 
attitude  assumed  by  the  single  state  of  Massachusetts  dur- 
ing the  last  year  of  the  last  war  with  England. 

Applications  in  the  early  part  of  the  session  were  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature,  urging  that  the  Genesee  Valley, 
Crooked  lake,  Black  river  and  Chenango  canals  should 
be  constructed  bv  the  state.  The  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ties  of  Broome,  Chenango,  and  Madison,  had  some  time 
previously  projected  a  canal  from  Binghamton,  through 
the  centre  of  those  counties,  which  should  intersect  the 
Eric  canal  at  Utica,  and  had  made  one  or  two  unsuccess- 
ful efforts  to  induce  the  legislature  to  favor  their  views. 
At  the  last  election,  (he  selection  of  candidates  in  those 
counties  had  been  made  with  reference  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  favorite   object     Although  the  county  of 
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Chenango  was  a  strong  anti-Clintonian  county,  their  local 
interest  so  far  got  the  better  of  their  political  prindplei^ 
that  they  elected  Mr.  James  Birdsall,  an  active,  influential^ 
and  zealous  Clintonian,  for  one  of  their  candidates,  be- 
cause he  was  known  to  be  a  man  of  great  perseverance, 
address  and  talent,  in  pushing  measures  of  a  doubtful  cha- 
racter through  the  legislative  assemblies.  The  termina- 
tion of  the  proposed  canal  at  Utica  created  a  very  strong 
interest  in  that  city  and  in  the  county  of  Oneida  in  favor 
of  the  project  For  these  and  other  reasons  it  wai 
thought  best,  by  the  applicants  for  other  lateral  canals,  to 
make  the  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  a  pio- 
neer bill.  My  own  views  on  the  subject  of  these  applica- 
tions then  were,  and  now  are,  that  it  was  unwise  in  the 
legislature  to  authorize  these  improvements  at  the  expense 
and  risk  of  the  state.  The  great  Erie  and  Champlain 
canals  were  completed.  The  whole  debt  of  the  state  for 
those  magnificent  works  was  less  than  eight  millions  of 
dollars.  It  was  then  believed,  what  subsequent  experi- 
ence proved  true,  that  in  a  very  few  years  that  debt  would 
be  extinguished ;  and  that  the  state  would  be  left  in  po^ 
session  of  a  sure  and  certain  annual  income  over  and  above 
all  expenditures  for  repairs,  &c.,  of  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars.  The  state  ought,  it  appears  to  me,  then  to 
have  suspended  all  further  expenditures  for  internal  im- 
provements until  this  period  should  have  arrived,  and  then 
to  have  expended  in  making  lateral  canals,  and  in  repaii^ 
ing,  and  perhaps  doubling  the  locks  of  the  Erie  canal,  aU 
the  surplus  revenue.  These  improvements,  if  judiciously 
made,  would  have  added  yearly  to  the  nett  income  of  the 
state,  eventually  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  citi- 
zens of  every  section  of  the  state  would  have  been  satie- 
fied,  and  the  financial  condition  of  New- York  would  have 
been  better  than  that  of  any  other  community  on  the  globe. 
No  debt  should  havo  been  contracted  except  upon  great 
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emergencies,  and  for  small  amounts,  payable  at  a  short 
day.  In  a  case  where  a  clear  and  palpable  advantage 
#OQld  accrue,  the  state  income  might,  perhaps,  with  pro- 
priety have  been  anticipated  for  one,  two,  or  three  years. 
When  the  income  of  a  farmer  exceeds  his  expenses,  it 
my  be  well  for  him  to  invest  the  surplus  in  more  lands  ; 
but  what  discreet  farmer  will  mortgage  property  he  has 
dnady  paid  for,  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  money  to  in- 
vest in  the  purchase  of  more  lands  7  A  man  of  ordinary 
oapacity  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  such  a  course  would  be 
imprudent  in  an  individual,  even  if  the  rents  of  his  new  pur- 
ohased  lands  would  pay  the  interest  of  the  purchase  money. 
How  palpably  absurd,  then,  would  be  the  conduct  of  an 
ipMlividual  who  should  borrow  money  to  pay  for  an  addition- 
al fium,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  rent  of  the  new, 
so  far  from  paying  the  interest,  would  not  even  pay  for  man- 
Ifging  it  and  keeping  it  in  repair?  The  last  supposed  case 
ma  precisely  in  principle  the  case  of  the  Chenango  canal ; 
and  yet  Mr.  Granger  and  Mr.  Sill,  and  many  others  who 
were  so  extremelv  alarmed  for  the  credit  of  the  state  when 

m 

the  state  road  improvement  was  proposed,  put  in  requisi- 
tion all  their  energies  in  behalf  of  the  application  for  the 
Chenango  canal.  Mr.  Granger,  in  particular,  with  skill 
aad  address,  sustained  the  measure.  He  had  dismounted 
those  who  attempted  to  convert  the  state  road  into  a  hob- 
by,  while  he  himself  dexterously  bestrided  the  Chenango 
canal  hobby,  I  hope  it  is  not  uncharitable  to  say,  as  one 
means  of  riding  into  power.  The  financial  officer  of  the 
state  (Comptroller  Marcy)  was  opposed  to  the  measure, 
and  a  majority  of  the  canal  board,  of  which  Col.  Young 
was  an  efficient  and  active  member,  concurred  with  him  in 
opinion.  A  majority  of  the  democratic  members  of  the 
legislature  were  also  opposed  to  the  project.  But  Mr. 
Granger,  notwithstanding  this  formidable  opposition,  and 
with  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  against 
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him,  succeeded  in  carrying  the  bill  through  the  muemhtf^ 
a  vote  of  sixty  to  fifty-one.  The  senate,  however,  hail  pi 
wisdom  and  firmness  to  resist  the  passage  of  the  bill^  iii 
it  was  lost  in  that  house  by  a  vote  of  fourteen  to  ten.'  -.-"^ 

On  the  17th  of  April,  the  legislature  adjourned  to  AV 
second  Tuesday  of  September.     The  object  of  this 
templated  extra  session  was  to  take  into  consideratkiD' 
pass  upon  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  such  of  them  as 
then  be  reported  by  the  revisers.  ;m<V 

The  revisers,  it  will  be  recollected,  were  appointeA^lto 
18^,  but  the  progress  they  had  made  in  the  work  6i*t0k 
vision  had  been  extremely  slow.  Gen.  Root  had,  ibrj«0 
consideration  of,  I  believe,  one  thousand  dollars,  paMilif 
him  for  his  past  services,  resigned  as  one  of  the  rerm&kli^ 
and  Mr.  Henry  Whcaton  had  been  appointed  in  his  plittr^ 
but  Mr.  Whcaton  had  been  appointed  by  the 
charge  dH  affaires  at  an  European  court,  and  had  alsa 
signed.  The  appointment  of  a  successor  devolved 
governor,  and  he  selected  John  C.  Spencer.  The 
of  revisers  now  consisted  of  John  Duer,  Benjanria  9i' 
Butler,  and  John  C.  Spencer,  all  able  and  learned  lawyonv^ 

Never  was  a  political  party  in  a  better  state  of  diseipliH' 
than  was  the  Van  Buren  or  democratic  party  io  New^ 
York  during  the  years  1826,  '27,  and  2a  AteilBO^^ 
common  danger,  which  was  entertained  by  the  leadeisttf'' 
that  party,  probably  had  a  great  efiect  in  inducing  tlMtfS 
to  act  in  concert  A  large  majority  of  the  party  were  op"- 
posed  both  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clinton.  TheyhsiliNI 
confidence  either  in  the  state  or  national  executive.  TlMiy^ 
wished  to  change  both  ;  but  in  order  to  efiect  that  changSiT' 
it  was  necessary  so  to  conduct  their  political  operatioM 
as  to  draw  into  their  support  a  considerable  portion  of  tlHr' 
friends  of  the  governor,  and  especially  of  the  dembcrtrtis' 
friends  of  Mr.  Adams.  I  hazard  little,  with  thusa  irttt* 
were  at  that  day  in  active  life,  and  knew  the  state  of  piiNt' 
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lie  Feeling,  in  asserting,  that  had  the  question  been  taken 
between  Mr.  Adams  and  Gen.  Jackson  at  any  time  during 
the  first  two  years  of  the  presidency  of  the  former,  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  people  would  have  declared  for  Mr. 
Adams.  Hence  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends  enjoined 
most  rigidly  on  all  their  adherents  not  to  commit  them* 
selves  on  the  presidential  question.  They  averred  that 
their  sole  object  was  to  preserve  the  entire  union  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  that  when  that  party  at  the  proper 
time  should  announce  its  preference  for  either  of  the  pre»> 
idential  candidates,  they  would  in  good  faith  endeavor  to 
carry  into  effect  its  determination.  The  democratic  news- 
papers (and  especially  the  Albany  Argus,)  were  conducted 
with  great  skill  and  address  in  accordance  with  this 
scheme.  So  rigidly  were  these  injunctions  of  what  has 
been  called  the  Albany  regency  enforced,  that  several  in- 
dividuals, fascinated  with  the  personal  character  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  who  openly  declared  their  preference  for  him, 
were  sit  least  silently  rebuked  and  partially  put  in  political 
Coventry  by  the  same  class  of  men  who  had  themselves  at 
that  time  fully  determined  that  Gen.  Jacksim  was  to  be 
their  candidate.  These  sagacious  politicians  foresaw  that 
if  at  that  early  day  the  general  was  proclaimed  as  the 
democratic  candidate,  so  formidable  would  the  opposition 
then  be,  that  all  expectations  of  success,  (and  the  expect- 
ation of  success  many  times  secure  it,)  would  be  annihi- 
lated. Therefore  it  was,  that  the  regency  preached  and 
practiced  the  doctrine  of  non-committalism. 

After  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  United 
States  senate,  more  freedom  was  tolerated  in  the  expression 
of  opinions  favorable  to  Jackson  and  adverse  to  Adams. 
The  latter  gentleman  was  represented  as  strongly  inclined 
to  add  to  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  general  govern- 
ment by  a  too  liberal  construction  of  the  constitution. 
lie  himself  was  represented  as  cold,  heartless  and  repul- 
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sive  in  his  mannenu  He  was  made  to  be,  and  I  belifliff 
in  facu  continues  to  be,  personally  unpopular.  On  ftnf 
other  hand,  General  Jackson,  independent  of  his  inilit«|y' 
fame,  was  said  to  possess,  and  did  in  fact  possess,  mm 
points  in  his  character  extremely  agreeable  to  the  roais^ 
men.  His  decision  of  character,  his  apparent  frankvMI^ 
and  the  cordial  manner  with  which  he  addressed  all  ordflff 
of  men,  gave  him  an  ascendancy  over  the  hearts  of  tbom 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact  But  that  trait  in  fe|| 
character  which  created  a  sort  of  enthusiastic  adnuratiqp| 
was  his  chivalric  pei*8onal  bravery,  admitted  to  be  unrifil| 
led  by  enemies  as  well  as  friends.  When  to  this  trait 
*  added  his  distinguished  military  services,  which 
crowned  by  his  triumphant  and  splendid  victory  at  Npw^ 
Orleans,  it  is  not  surprising  that,  independent  of  all  pi^yljl 
organization  and  interest,  he  should  have  possessed  a  PQ| 
litical  capital  which  was  exclusively  his  own.  Notwi|lh 
standing  the  interest  of  our  people  is  decidedly  in  fay9| 
of  peace,  and  the  genius  and  general  theory  of  oqf 
government  is  pacific,  1  do  not  believe  there  is  a  natip^ 
on  the  globe,  not  excepting  even  the  enthusiastic  Frenehi 
so  liable  to  be  fascinated  by  military  glory  as  the  poO|i|9 
of  the  United  States.  In  vain  might  you  represent  MHi 
Adams  as  an  accomplished  and  able  writer,  a  learned  ocm^ 
stitutional  lawyer,  an  experienced  diplomatist  and  a  pnur 
found  statesman  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  deny  that  Gnie 
Jackson  possessed  these  high  and  essential  qualification^ 
you  would  be  answered  that  Gen.  Jackson  was  an  homsl 
patriot  of  great  decision  of  character,  of  sound  mndp 
who  had  perilled  his  life  for  his  country,  and  gallantly  d^ 
fcated  the  British  legions  at  New-Orleans.  This  hgt 
allegation  in  favor  of  the  general  was  decisive. 

Another  circumstance  which  contributed  to  strengthoB 
the  Jackson  party  in  New-York  was,  that  at  the  com-i 
mencemcnt  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Munroe,  Geneiil 
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Jackson  had  written  to  him  a  letter  in  which  he  expressed 
anopinioUy  that  inasmuch  as  the  points  of  difierence  between 
the  federal  and  republican  parties  had  ceased  to  exist,  the 
period  had  arrived  when  the  national  appointing  power 
might  select  its  officers  from  that  class  of  citizens  person- 
ally the  most  deserving,  and  who  were  best  calculated  to 
discharge  their  official  duties  for  the  public  benefit. 

This  sentiment  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  federal- 
ists of  this  state,  and  highly  lauded  by  them.  From  the  year 
1801  down  to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of 
some  insignificant  appointments  made  by  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Adams,  the  federalists,  as  a  party,  had  been,  by 
the  national  executive,  excluded  from  participation  in  the 
national  patronage.  Many  federalists,  judging  from  the 
sentiments  contained  in  (xeneral  Jackson's  letter  to  Mn 
Monroe,  entertained  an  opinion  that  if  the  former  could 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  general  government,  this  sys- 
tem, which  they  denominated  proscription,  would  be  abol« 
jshed.  Hence  such  eminent  federalists  as  Chancellor 
Jones,  Thomas  J.  Oakley,  and  many  others,  early  declared 
in  his  favor.*  This  circumstance,  one  would  think, 
would  have  alarmed,  at  least  the  rank  and  file  men,  of  the 
democratic  party ;  but  it  did  not.  They  saw,  or  thought 
they  saw,  that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  was  grad- 
ually coming  into  the  track  of  ancient  federalism  ;  they 
perceived  that  a  large  majority  of  their  federal  neighbors 
were  zealous  supporters  of  Mr.  Adams.  Although  Mr. 
Adams  made  no  removals,  (for  which  cause,  by  the  bye, 
he  lost  many  friends,)  they  learned  that  he  now  and  then 
appointed  federalists  to  office,  and  they  were  assured  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  most  of  their  long-tried,  faithful 
democratic  leaders  did  not  regard  Mr.  Adams  as  a  repub- 

•  At  any  rate,  the  advice  given  by  Gen.  Jaekfon  to  ^'r.  Monroe,  ftimlahed  theat 
4lBtingulBbetl  feilernlitta  with  a  plausible  excuae  for  joining  what  they  had  reaaon  m 
acUevB  would  be  the  atrongcat  party. 
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lican,  but  had  full  confidence  ifi  <jen.  Jackson.  They 
were  told  too,  that  the  democratus  partjr  in  the  nation  wtM 
in  favor  of  Jackson.  Henoo  the  foot-  Chat  a  few  fei^wA 
ists  had  declared  their  (^sposition  to  Mr.  Adams  did'  bb| 
excite  the  jealousy  of  the  democrats,  and,  indeed, 
little  impression  on  them. 

Some  movements  were:  made  in  Vii^inia,  Ohio,  and^ 
Buffalo  and  at  two  or  three  other  places  in  the  state  of  Nmn 
York,  to  bring  forward  Mr.  Clinton  as  a  candidate  for  fhd 
presidency ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  of  tbM 
movements  were  made  by  his  consent,  or  with  his  appnn 
bation.  From  the  year  1824,  down  to  the  lime  of  J|j|^ 
death,  Mr.  Clinton  declared  openly  and  frankly,  hia  fitm* 
ference  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  his  determination  to  suppofl 
his  election  ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  IflflT^ 
I  recollect  an  article  appeared  in  the  Evening  Post,  pipw 
porting  to  be  authorized  by  a  confidential  friend  of  GSoftl 
Clinton,  stating  substantially,  that  all  efforts  to  suppteC 
him  as  a  candidate  for  the  next  presidency  were  whofy. 
unauthorized  by  him,  and  against  his  wishes.  This  M^ 
nonncement  was  never  contradicted  hy  Mr.  Clinton.    • 

The  manufacturers,  particularly  of  ^woolen  clothsy  in 
the  eastern  and  middle  states,  at  this  period,  became  dam- 
orous  for  more  effectual  protection  against  foreign  coon 
petition,  and  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  congress  to  Ml 
effectually  on  the  subject,  conventions  .were  held  in  moit 
of  the  grain  growing  states,  which  resulted  in  a  general 
convention  of  the  friends  of  a  protertive  tariff,  at  Harris 
burgh,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  dOth  day  of  July.  Oki' 
the  17th  of  July,  a  state  convention  ^'ns  held  at  Albany, 
attended  by  delegates  from  several  of  the  counties  in  thel 
state.  The  county  of  Albnny  was  represented  by  Am-' 
brose  Spencer,  Benjamin  Knower  and  olhcrs.  New- York 
by  Isaac  Pierson,  Peter  Sharp  and  others.  Genesee  hj 
Ethan  B.  Allen  and  David  E.  Evans.     Saratoga  by  SaOMK 
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ei  Young  and  others.  Columbia  by  Jacob  Rutsen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Elisha  Williams,  James  Yanderpoel  and  others, 
kCj  &c.  This  convention  asserted  unequivocally  the  pow* 
er  and  duty  of  congress  to  pass  laws  for  the  protection  of 
home  manufactories  and  to  encourage  wool  growing. 
Among  the  resolutions  adopted  were  the  following  : 

*'  Resolved^  That  the  laws  of  congress  have,  from  the 
first,  assumed  the  principle  that  revenue  is  so  to  be  levied 
as  shall  most  encourage  or  least  impede  the  various 
.branches  of  commerce  and  of  internal  industry ;  that  this 
principle  may  be,  and  ought  to  be,  carried  out  to  a  more 
full  and  extended  application  ;  and  that  to  enact  laws  in 
disregard  of  these  interests,  would  be  an  undue  exercise 
of  power. 

**  Resohed,  That  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  have 
tended  to  protect  our  interests  of  navigation,  manufactures 
and  planting,  against  the  exclusions,  monopolies,  regula- 
tions and  bounties  of  other  nations,  have  been  the  main 
source  of  whatever  prosperity  this  country  has  enjoyed. 

**Resohed,  That  inasmuch  as  the  staple  agricultural 
products  of  the  south,  to  wit,  cotton,  tobacco  and  rice,  are 
admitted  into  the  ports  of  Europe  without  competition  in 
their  production,  in  that  part  of  the  world ;  and  while  both 
competition  and  prohibitory  laws  operate  to  exchde  from 
a  European  market  the  breads  tuffs,  provisions  and  manu- 
factures of  tlie  northern,  middle,  and  western  states,  we 
deem  it  unkind  in  our  southern  brethren  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  which  are  calculated  to  create  a  home  market 
for  our  agricultural  productions,  and  to  promote  our  na- 
tional wealth  and  prosperity.'^* 

These  and  several  other  strong  resolutions  of  the  same 
tenor  and  effect,  were  passed  unanimously  by  the  conven- 
tion, and  CoL  Young,  Alvan  Stewart  of  Otsego,  and  sev- 


Q 


258  POLITICAL   HISTORY  [ISRi 

eral  othen,  were  appointed  delegateB  to  the  Harriabiug^ 
convention.  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  madp 
able  speeches  in  favor  of  the  protective  system  and  of  the 
resolutions.  I  allude  to  the  proceedings  of  this  coovj^ 
tion^  and  give  the  names  of  the  delegates,  for  the  parpQM. 
of  proving  that  at  that  time  both  the  Jackson  and  AdaW 
parties  were  in  favor  of  high  protective  duties. 

Upon  the  near  approach  of  the  general  election,  in  Nf** 
vember,  the  Albany  regency,  it  would  seem,  deemed  tllit 
the  period  had  arrived  when  it  became  necessary  to  makft  . 
a  development  of  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  m> 
respect  to  the  next  candidate  for  the  presidency.  Th& 
first  official  annunciation  (if  I  may  be  permitted  so  to  oaH.. 
it,)  on  this  subject,  was  made  by  the  ''general  republiem 
committee"  of  the  city  of  New-York,  at  Tammany  lid, 
on  the  26th  of  September.  Of  this  committee,  Benjamin 
Bailey  was  chairman,  and  William  S.  Coe  secretary.  Tim 
following  are  the  resolutions  which  were  published  by  thd 
committee: 

"  Resolved,  That  we  view  with  undisguised  satisfaQCioii| 
the  marked  preference  which  our  republican  fello^Mfltt 
zens  have  manifested  for  the  election  of  General  Andrelr 
Jackson,  as  president  of  these  United  States ;  and  that  im- 
repose  full  confidence  in  his  worth,  integrity,  and  patriot 
ism. 

'^  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  republican 
fellow  citizens,  in  addition  to  the  notice  of  meeting  in 
their  respective  wards,  that  they  elect  such  citizens  tn^f  to 
represent  them  in  their  different  committees,  as  are  favop- 
able  to  the  man  whom  the  American  people  delight  to 
honor ;  and  who,  in  the  language  of  the  immortal  Jeflbr- 
son,  "has  filled  the  measure  of  his  country's  glory." 

But  against  these  resolutions,  and  indeed  againsi  Iha 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  James  Fairlie,  Peter  Sharpe, 
Henry  Meigs,  and  nine  other  respectable  members  of  the 
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general  committee,  protested,  as  ''unauthorised,  violent, 
and  unprecedented,"  and  published  their  protest 

The  cautious  editor  of  the  Albany  Argus  even  yet  spoke 
of  the  presidential  candidate  with  great  reserve ;  but  not 
long  after  the  publication  of  the  resolutions  of  the  New- 
York  general  committee,  and  very  shortly  before  the  elec- 
tion, he  came  out  explicitly  and  decidedly  for  Jackson, 
and  recommended  that  the  election  should  be  conducted 
with  express  reference  to  that  question.  His  lead  was  fol* 
lowed  by  nearly  all  the  democratic  editors  in  the  state. 
The  efiect  was  prodigious.  AH  the  machinery,  the  construe* 
tion  of  which  had  for  two  years  put  in  requisition  the  skill 
and  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn  and  his  friends  at  Albany, 
was  suddenly  put  in  motion,  and  it  performed  to  admiration. 

The  Adams  party  in  the  city  of  New-York,  shortly  be- 
fore the  election,  held  a  meeting  at  Tammany  Hail,  of 
which  the  venerable  Marinus  Willct  was  chairman,  and 
nominated  Peter  Sharpe  and  John  D.  Ditmus  for  senaton 
from  the  first  district,  and  James  Fairlie  and  ten  others, 
for  members  of  assembly  from  the  city. 

The  result  of  the  election  afforded  a  complete  triumph 
to  the  Jackson  party.  The  Jackson  ticket  for  senate  and 
assembly,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  received  a  majority  of 
more  than  pour  thoisand  w)tes.  Nearly  all  the  senato- 
rial districts  were  carried  by  the  same  party,  and  a  large 
majority  of  Jackson  men  were  returned  to  the  assembly. 

The  senators  elected  were  : 
From  the  First  District,  Jacob  Tyson,  and 

Mr.  Schenck, 


"          Second 

do.. 

Walker  Todd, 

Third 

do.. 

Moses  Warren, 

"          Fourth 

do.. 

Reuben  Sanford, 

Fifth 

do.. 

Nathaniel  S.  Benton, 

"          Sixth 

do.. 

Grattan  H.  Wheeler. 

"          Seventh  do.. 

George  B.  Throop, 

''          Eighth 

do.. 

Timothy  H.  Porter. 

^    IIIHTORV  [ltiS7. 

enud  on  the  3rd  of  December, 
r  speaker  exhibited  a  majority 
lUiveH  opposed  to  Mi.  Adams. 
ifindJdate  for  re-election.  Two 
^  were  present.  On  bolloliag 
iceivcd  mncty-four  voles;  Mn 
^ere  three  scattering  votes,  and 
!  Virginia  received  the  remaiur 
Ired  and  four)  and  wiut  declared 
ftureu  again  exerted  Ills  mOo^ 
Kgain  il  was  in  ihe  power  of  thn 
t  have  elected  him  speaker 
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On  the  16th  November,  that  splendid  orator  and  great 
and  good  man,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  while  engaged  as 
counsel  in  the  trial  of  an  important  cause,  died  instantly, 
in  a  fit  of  apoplexy.  Public  meetings  were  held  in  New- 
York  and  other  places  by  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  by 
the  adopted  citizens  of  this  country,  and  resolutions  were 
paired  expressive  of  their  respect  for  his  merits,  and  their 
grief  for  his  death* 

Never  was  applause  more  richly  merited. 


POUnCAL   i 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 
raoM  JAMCAXT  1.  lan,  to  jaxuakt  i,  un         .    .,  .y 

Thb  events  which  occurred  during  the  year  which  BVltf' 
opens  upon  us,  and  the  political  results  which  wen-lfefl 
veloped  berore  its  tenninatjon,  render  it  one  of  the  dtit' 
important  eras  in  the  history  of  parties  in  this  state  lAil 
nation. 

The  legislature  convened  on  the  Ist  of  January,  ud 
Erastus  Root  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  asBembly. 
His  election  was  not  opposed.  Francis  Seger  was  eloet* 
ed  clerk  in  lieu  of  Edward  Livingston,  who,  in  accont 
ance  with  a  previous  understanding  between  him  mi 
Seger,  had  declined  a  re-election.  Mr.  Seger  had  for 
several  years  previous  served  as  deputy  clerit  of  the  bowa^ 
and  in  consequence  of  being  crippled  in  one  of  hii  araa^ 
and  his  obliging  and  assiduous  attention  in  the  dischai]ga 
of  his  official  duties,  was  rather  a  favorite  with  the  mem- 
bers. It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Mr.  LivingatOD 
for  two  successive  years  had  persuaded  Mr.  S.  not  to 
come  in  competition  with  him. 

This  assembly  contained  more  men  of  talent  than  far 
several  years  before  had  appeared  in  that  body. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  one  of  the  revisers,  was  retunwd 
a  member  of  the  assembly  from  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany.  There  ia  no  doubt  a  majority  of  the  elector!  in 
November,  1837,  were  opposed  to  Gen.  Jackson  and  fail 
party.  But  I  presume  many  of  the  electon  voted  for 
Mr.  Butler  who  were  against  Jackson,  because  it  wai 
known  that  the  Revised  Statutes  would  be  acted  upon  by 
the  assembly  then  to  be  chosen,  and  that  the  service!  of 
Mr.  B.  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  upon  that 
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occasion.  I  was  myself  warmly  opposed  to  the  Jackson 
party,  and  yet  voted  for  Mr.  Butler  for  the  reason  I  have 
stated.  Besides  Mr.  Butler,  there  was  ranged  on  the 
Jackson  side  of  the  house,  Robert  Monell  of  Chenango 
county ;  Nathaii  Dayton  of  Cortland  county,  (now  circuit 
judge ;)  Erastus  Root ;  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  the  present  Uni- 
ted States  senator ;  J.  B.  Skinner  of  Grenesee,  D.  F.  Sacia 
of  Montgomery  county,  Samuel  Cheever  of  Rensse- 
laer, Saul  Alley,  A.  Shearman,  Ogden  Hoffman,  and 
Robert  Emmet,  (son  of  the  great  Thomas  Addis,)  of 
New-York ;  N.  B.  Cowles*  of  Putnam,  and  Amasa  Dana 
of  Tompkins ;  all  of  whom  were  respectable  for  talents, 
standing  and  character. 

On  the  other  side,  were  the  eloquent  and  talented  Eli- 
sha  Williams  from  Columbia  ounty,  with  his  colleague, 
Killian  Miller  ;  the  able,  experienced  and  sagacious  Gen. 
Peter  B.  Porter ;  Ezra  C.  Gross,  late  a  member  of  con- 
gress from  Essex  county,  one  of  the  most  promising 
young  men  who  ever  entered  the  halls  of  legislation  of 
the  state  of  New- York  ;  Luther  Bradish  from  Franklin, 
the  present  learned  and  accomplished  lieutenant-governor, 
Francis  Granger,  of  whose  talents  and  address  I  need 
not  speak,  and  Robert  C.  Nicholas  from  Ontario,  dis- 
tinguished as  well  for  possessing  a  discriminating  mind 
and  excellent  judgment  as  for  his  modest  and  amiable  de- 
portment and  unblemishhed  reputation.  He  was  the  son 
of  John  Nicholas,  of  whom  mention  has  heretofore  been 
made,  and  is  now  a  senator  from  the  seventh  district. 

No  material  improvement  had  been  made  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  senate.  Indeed,  that  body  had  sustained 
a  great  loss  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Golden,  and  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  who 
had  been  elected  a  member  of  congress. 

*  Perhap*  I  do  wrong  to  rank  Mr.  Cowlea  aa  a  Jackaou  man.  I  bdicve  be  was 
dWnclhied  to  take  much  part  In  the  eootroreray.  He  wan,  however,  n  verj  eflleteni 
and  uaeAil  member  of  the  legislature. 


SM  POUTiUAL  BISTOBT  [IfMk 

The  ga^eroor  iu  his  annual  mouMff^  cpmmwoad  kf 
lamenting  the  recent  develc^xnent  of  the  bitlenwii^^f 
party  spirit,  alleging  that  even  the  sanctity  of  the  teMdfi 
character  had  not  been  regarded  by  political  partiiMMRj 
evidently  alluding  to  imputations  which  ^had  lately 
made  in  some  of  the  Adams  newspapers  against  the 
of  Gen.  Jackson.  He  again  expresses  an  opinion  in  fhvipr 
of  an  amendment  of  the  United  States  constitution  ipMlh 
a  way,  that  the  choice  of  electors  should  be  by  single  4ilh 
tricts  throughout  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  pneodsHl 
be  rendered  ineligible  for  more  than  one  consecutive  tMit 
He  suggests  this  as  the  most  eflcctual  means  of  giutfdqig 
against  excessive  party  heat  and  excitement.  He  rnwfc^ 
plains  that  the  canals  had  been  permitted  to  be  obstnioiad 
by  ice  unnecessarily  early  in  the  fall  and  late  in  the  fpli^g 
during  the  last  year,  and  he  recommends  that  the  cililll 
commissioners  should^  bylaw,  be  required  to  keep  Ihi 
canals  in  a  condition  fit  for  navigation,  in  ordinary 
sons,  eight  months  in  a  year.  He  recommends  very. 
tensive  further  internal  improvements  by  canals^  Mi 
strongly  intimates  that  the  Chenango  canal  ought  to  ht 
made  by  the  state.  His  remarks  in  relation  to  intsiitf 
improvements,  and  especially  the  management,  or  ratlMHr 
mismanagement,  of  the  Erie  and  Champkiin  canals^  drnf 
from  the  canal  commissioners,  in  their  annual  report,  sooip 
thing  like  recrimination  and  retort     This  report  waa  «9> 

■ 

dently  drawn  by  Colonel  Young.  He  justifies  the  oom^ 
taken  by  the  commissioners,  in  not  expending  the  money,  gf 
the  public  to  clear  the  canal  of  ice  for  the  benefit  of  nidi* 
viduals.  There  was  between  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  QSa^ 
ton  a  radical  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  the  principla  |b|r 
which  the  state  ought  to  be  governed  in  making  imtMrMl 
improvement  Governor  Clinton  asserted  in  substaiM^JH 
his  message,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  deriyed 
from  a  canal,  ought  not  to  control  the  state  in  deteimiiiii^ 


.     ■.  v  ^^ 
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on  its  construction.  Mr.  Young  held  doctrine  directly 
the  reverse.  The  only  question  with  the  governor  was, 
will  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  state  be  increased  by 
making  the  canal  t  Whereas  with  CoL  Young,  the  main 
question  was,  will  the  investment  by  the  state  increase  its 
revenue  1  In  other  words,  will  the  state,  as  a  financial 
corporate  body  make  money  by  the  operation  t 

The  governor  takes  a  rapid  view  of  the  productive  pow- 
ers of  the  soil  of  the  state,  and  recommends  the  culture  of 
tobacco  and  hemp ;  and  he  thinks  a  quantity  of  these  arti*- 
eles  might  be  raised  in  the  northern  states  equal  in  value 
io  the  cotton  exported  from  the  south.  He  recommends 
itt  amendment  of  the  constitution  in  such  manner,  as  to 
abolish  the  circuit  system.  He  thinks  the  same  class  of 
judges  who  adjudicate  on  the  law  of  a  case,  ought  to  pre- 
mie on  the  trial  of  facts.  With  some  very  trifling  excep- 
tions, the  style  and  manner  of  the  message  are  of  the  first 
order.  Alas,  it  was  the  last  time  this  great  man  spoke  to 
the  legislature  and  the  people  of  this  state. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  Gen.  Pitcher  sent  a  note  to  the 
senate,  stating  that  he  was  confined  to  his  room  by  illness, 
and  should  probably  for  some  time  to  come  be  unable  to 
attend  and  discharge  his  duty  as  a  presiding  oflicer  of  the 
senate.  And  thereupon  Mr.  P.  R.  Livingston  was  elected 
president  pro  tern. 

Early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Wardweli,  a  respectable  Jack- 
son man  from  Jeiierson  county,  introduced  in  the  assembly 
the  following  resolutions,  on  the  subject  of  the  protection 
which  the  general  government  ought,  by  means  of  reve- 
nue laws,  to  extend  to  home  manufactures ; 

*'  Resohed^  That  the  senators  of  this  state,  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  be  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
structed, and  the  representatives  of  this  state  are  request- 
ed, to  make  every  proper  exertion  to  effect  such  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  as  will  afford  a  sufficient  protection  to  the 


[H 


growen  of  wool,  hemp  and  flax,  and  the  n 
iron,  woollens,  and  every  other  article,  w  far  ai  the  Mrit 
may  be  connected  with  the  intereit  of  manufactum^.l^ 
riculture  and  commerce.  :. . 

"  Raohed,  aa  the  sense  of  this  legislature,  tbat  lh^ 
provisions  of  the  woollens  bill  which  paned  the  bouH-^f 
repreBentatives  at  the  late  seaaion-of  congress,  wbalfnr 
advantages  they  may  have  promised  to  maoufactimn'ttf 
woollen  goods,  did  not  afibrd  adequate  encoungeiDWitt 
the  agriculturist  and  growers  of  wool."  .  ...j 

These  resolutions  passed  both  houses  unanimoMljTf  ia4 
by  their  order,  were  forwarded  to  the  members  of  IbsaMfr 
ale  and  house  of  representatives  frcHn  this  state  in  tfw 
congress  of  the  [Jnited  States.  ,. .-. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  compromise  act,  the  exdtaOBilf 
and  agitation  on  this  subject  have  subsided,  and  fi>r  tm 
years  past  the  public  mind  in  the  state  of  New-Ycit} 
and  in  most  of  the  northern  and  middle  states,  has  baaata 
a  great  measure  diverted  from  it 

In  the  midst  of  these  busy  scenes  of  legislatioa.  «ld 
bustle  of  political  partizans.  Gov.  Clinton,  who  hid-  Ar 
more  than  thirty-three  years  been  constantly  eagigslii 
them,  was  struck  down  by  the  hand  of  death.  Tbia  nsk 
anclioly  event  occurred  on  the  evening  of  the  Ilth(rf'Fab> 
rurary.  He  had  that  morning  visited  the  capitol  aDd  triM' 
acted  business,  as  usual,  at  the  room  appropriated  to' lbs 
governor.  In  the  afternoon,  he  wrote  up  his  diary,  (Jhi 
had  for  a  long  time  kept  one,]  and  perused  all  the  lattBH 
received  by  the  evening  mails.  Within  a  few  minatM  at 
ter  he  had  finished  the  examination  of  his  letter^  and 
while  in  a  sitting  posture,  conversing  with  two  of  his 
sons,  his  head  fell  forward,  and  he  never  breathed  again, 

"  His  countenance  underwent  no  change  in  death;  theiv 
was  no  struggle  or  convulsion  ;  the  color  of  fa 
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was  unchanged,  and  his  departure  was  quiet  as  if  he  had 
dropped  asleep." — Renwick,  206. 

The  shock  produced  by  this  unexpected  and  painful 
event  was  deeply  and  universally  felt.  In  the  legislar 
ture,  in  our  cities  and  villages,  the  most  respectful 
marks  of  veneration  for  his  memory,  and  decisive  de- 
monstrations of  sorrow  and  grief  for  his  loss  were 
evinced,  by  funeral  processions  and  eulogies.  When  the 
news  arrived  at  Washington,  the  members  of  congress 
from  New-York  forthwith  held  a  meeting  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  and  adopted  resolutions  expressive  of  their 
esteem  for  his  character,  and  respect  and  gratitude  for  his 
public  services.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  that  occasion,  deliv- 
ered a  short  but  appropriate  and  elegant  address,  the  con- 
cluding part  of  which  is  so  beautiful  both  in  style  and 
sentiment,  and  so  just  to  the  deceased,  as  well  as  creditable 
to  the  orator,  that  1  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of 
copying  it 

*'  The  triumph  of  his  talents  and  patriotism,"  said  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  "  cannot  fail  to  become  monuments  of  high 
and  enduring  fame.  We  cannot,  indeed,  but  remember, 
that  in  our  public  career,  collisions  of  opinions  and  action, 
at  once  extensive,  earnest,  and  enduring,  have  arisen  be- 
tween the  deceased  and  many  of  us  For  myself,  sir,  it 
gives  me  a  deep-felt,  though  melancholy  satisfaction,  to 
know,  and  more  so,  to  be  conscious,  that  the  deceased  also 
felt  and  acknowledged,  that  our  political  differences  have 
been  wholly  free  from  that  most  venomous  and  corroding 
of  all  poisons,  personal  hatred. 

'*  But  in  other  respects  it  is  now  inunaterial  what  was 
the  character  of  those  collisions.  They  have  been  turned 
to  nothing,  and  less  than  nothing,  by  the  event  we  de- 
plore, and  I  doubt  not  that  we  will,  with  one  voice  and 
one  heart,  yield  to  his  memory  the  well  deserved  tribute 
of  our  respect  for  his  name,  and  our  warmest  gratitude 
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■erviccs.  For  mysolt',  iir,  ■» 
p  engrossing  is  that  foeliii|r,  thai 
•Br,  no  never,  envied  him  any 
ton,  am  greatly  templed  to  envy 
lora," 

ited,  and  so  me  times  by  reflecting 
t  time  of  Mr.  Clinton's  death  WM 
Igarded  his  fame  anil  the  respect 
I  generation  who  survived  him. 

and  undoubtedly  wtut.  in  favor 
tackson  for  the  presidency,  A 
n  that  question  had  softened  (he 
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Duiober  of  the  Van  Bureu  and  Clintonian  Jackson  men 
have  adhered  to  him  to  have  re-elected  him  governor  of 
the  state  1  I  have  before  stated,  that  he  bad  oome  to  an 
iiKQfistable  determination  not  to  accept  of  any  subordi- 
nate office  in  the  general  government;  he  therefore  would 
probably  have  felt  no  opposition  to  the  appoinment  of 
Miv  Van  Buren  as  secretary  of  state,  founded  on  a  desire 
hiiQself  for  that  office.  But  it  was  before  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  generally  understood  that  both  Clinton  and 
Van  Buren  were  desirous  and  entertained  expectations  of 
beiQg  Gen.  Jackson's  successor.  Mr.  Clinton  was  tlie 
laat  man  who  could  endure  a  rival.  When  therefore  he 
saw,  as  he  would  have  seen,  events  combining  and  things 
shaping  themselves  in  a  way  likely  to  render  Mr.  Van 
Buren  the  favorite  candidate  of  a  majority  of  the  Jackson 
party,  what  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Clinton  1 
Every  man  who  knew  him,  will  unhesitatingly  decide  that 
he  would  have  waged  a  fierce  and  relentless  warfare 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  supporters.  What  would 
have  been  the  event  of  that  war  ? 

With  respect  to  the  character  and  merits  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, although  I  think  I  know  them  well,  I  feel  great  em- 
barrassment in  submitting  any  remarks  on  the  subjer.t. 
This  embarrassment  is  increased  by  the  reflection,  that  the 
attacks  of  political  writers  upon  him  during  his  life  were 
extremely  severe.  Many  of  them  denied  that  he  possess- 
ed either  talents  or  political  integrity.  The  purity  of  his 
private  character  was  never,  I  believe,  questioned  by  any 
one.  But  as  a  politician,  he  was  charged  with  being  vain, 
selfish,  cold  and  ungrateful  to  his  friends,  and  vindictive 
towards  his  opponents.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who 
have  written  in  his  favor,  have  spoken  of  him  in  terms  of 
unqualified  praise.  Even  his  biographers  seem  rather  to 
have  been  engaged  in  writing  an  electioneering  address, 
or  pronouncing  a  funeral  eulogy,  than  in  compiling  sober 
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hisiory.  It  may  be  that  in  this,  as  in  many  other  OMi^ 
the  truth  is  to  be  found  in  a  mediiun  between  these  WV' 
flicting  representations.  ' ' 

I  was  for  many  years  an  agent  in  condocting  mmM  tf 
Mr.  Clinton's  most  important  pecuniary  concerns,  iiid-|| 
that  capacity  held  familiar  and  confidential  intercMrini^ 
with  him.  I  was  his  personal  and  political  friend — I  Hit 
almost  said  his  admirer.  For  that  reason,  I  may  «|B 
suspect  that  my  judgment  is  biased  in  his  fiTor;  vUli^ 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  imposuble  that  that  very  Mto^ 
picion  may  have  led  to  an  extreme  caution,  whtdi  Bq* 
render  my  rep resen tali ons  in  some  respects  unjust  in  idn 
tion  to  his  talents  and  merit. 

Mr.  Clinton  was,  among  the  mass  of  bis  fellow  dtuail^ 
personally  unpopular.  This  was  owing  to  a  certain  coU" 
ness  and  hauteur  of  manner,  probably  contracted  wbinik 
boy,  while  he  was  private  secretary  to  Gov.  Qeorge  (S&' . 
ton.  In  the  course  of  my  agency  for  him,  I  sent  ■  gtvrii' 
many  farmers  and  laboring  men  to  him  to  pay  him  mon^i 
and  I  do  not  recollect  of  a  single  instance  in  which  tin 
person  I  thus  sent  did  not  leave  him  with  unfavonHt 
impressions  towards  him.  And  yet  no  one  compluned  Of 
any  act  done  or  word  said  by  the  governor  aa  unjniti# 
improper.  As  to  any  thing  like  illiberality  in  bis  pECOfll- 
ary  transactions,  he  was  utterly  incapable  of  it.  It  WM 
evidently  an  assumption  of  superiority  and  a  lepoMfC- 
ness  of  manner  which  riispleaseil.  In  this  respect  hii  po- 
litical rival,  Qov.  Tompkins,  had  a  decided  advno^p 
over  him.  An  anecdote  was  related  to  me  by  John  tb 
Wendell,  Esq^.,  of  Albany,  as  coming  from  Mr.  SjItuoi 
Miller,  of  New-York,  one  of  the  most  constant  ifai 
mcriloriflus  fritrnils  in  the  state  of  the  late  govemorf  M 
8trikint;ly  illustrative  of  the  characters  of  both  Tomphte . 
and  Clinton,  that  I  beg  leave  to  relate  it 
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A  respectable  fiirmer  residing  in  one   of  the  interior 
eoonties  in  the  state^  unfortunately  had  a  son  who  was 
eonyicted  of  a  felony  and  sentenced  to  several  years'  con- 
finement in  the  states  prison.     The  father  had  twice  called 
oa  OoT.  Tompkins  with  a  petition  for  the  pardon  of  his 
•ODi  which  had  been  denied.     After  Mr.  Clinton  became 
tike  successor  of  Mr.  Tompkins^  the  old  man  being  ac« 
qounted  with  Mr.  Miller,  and  aware  of  his  intimacy  with 
the  governor,  called  on  him  and  solicited  his  influence  in 
behalf  of  his  son.     Mr.  Miller  being  convinced  that  it 
was  a  case  proper  for  the  exercise  of  the  executive  cle- 
mancy,  promised  to  give  him  his  aid,  and  forthwith  called 
on  the  governor,  and  his  representations  produced   the 
flame  conviction  on    the   mind  of   Mr.  Clinton.       Mr. 
Miller  however  in  order  to  turn  the  act  to  some  political 
advantage,  told  the  governor  that  the  father  of  the  convict 
waa  a  man  of  considerable  influence  in  the  place  where 
he  lived;  that  he  (Miller)  would  send  him  to  Oovernor 
Clinton,  and  he  hoped  he  would  treat  him  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  secure  his  esteem  and  friendship— and  with  this 
request  the  governor  promised  compliance.     Theold«Qan 
called  at  the  governor's  office,  according  to  the  custom  of 
conntry  people,  early  in  the  morning,  and  Mr.  Clinton, 
being  informed  of  his  name,  went  himself  to  the  door  and 
urged  him  to  come  in  and  breakfast  with  him.  The  petitioner 
did   so,  and   the  governor  made  great  efforts  to  appear 
agreeable  during  the  repast,  and  after  breakfast  delivered 
to  the  anxious  father  an  unconditional  pardon  of  his  son. 
He  went  immediately  to  Mr.  Miller's  office,  who  inquired 
of  him  how   he   had   succeeded,  and    how  he  liked  the 
governor.     "  The  governor,"  said  the  old  man,  "  was  so 
good   as  to   ask  me  to  breakfast  and  promptly  pardoned 
my  son,  but  you  asked  me  how  I  liked  him  and  I  must 
lay  that,  although  I  have  seen  Gov.  Tompkins  but  twice, 
and  although  at  each  time  he  positively  refused  to  grant 
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me  the  favor  I  dwred,  nnA  Oov.  Clinton  bu  giwrtcd  n* 
that  very  favor  upen  the  fint  time  of  aaking,  I  like  Gtvr. 
Tompkiaa  better  than  I  like  or  cu-  like  Got.  GliMten— C 
tan  not  tall  the  re«aon  -why." 

Qov.  Clinton  waa  not  remurkable  ftr  Iw  coaTerMtioiult' 
powers.  On  litenr;  aubjecta,  and  other  gnve  topCBf  br 
was  interesting,  though  not  eloquent.  His  attempts  M  iriH 
among  those  with  whom  he  associated,  and  at  coiivii4lt 
parties,  were  genenilly  serere>and  sometimes  oflenit^ 
eapecially  to  those  who,  from  their  age  or  sitnatioo^  MV 
that  they  could  not  with  propriety  retaliate.  At  ■  peUtl^ 
cal  writer,  he  was  capable  of  keen  and  biting  aarcHD,' 
perhaps  more  so  than  any  other  writer  of  the  age.  In  fair 
domestic  relations,  be  was  tender  and  affectionate.  I  nercr 
knew  a  more  kind,  sensitive  and  affectionate  parenL  Al- 
though economical  in  his  expenditures,  he  was  not  a  Icmr 
of  money.  His  want  of  attention  to  his  pecuniary  a^iv 
grew  out  of  hia  love  of  literary  fame,  and  his  fondnen  for 
politics  and  political  power.  In  all  bis  pecuniary  tnat- 
actions,  he  was  rigidly  and  strictly  honest 

As  a  writer,  although  be  now  and  then  seems  to  labor 
to  convince  the  reader  that  be  is  a  very  learned  and  -nrj 
great  man,  he  undoubtedly  possesses  great  merit,  ud 
stands  unquestionably  higher  than  most  of  bis  coteotpih- 
nries. 

As  a  mere  politician,  I  have  had  frequent  occaaioD  tv 
point  out  his  errors.  By  his  political  opponents,  h»  wm 
charged  with  intrigues.  So  far  from  this  charge  b«af 
true,  he  was  not  only  utterly  destitute  of  intrigue,  kit  bs 
was  absolutely  defective  in  that  address  which,  in  «  poptt* 
lar  government,  is  highly  necessary  for  every  man  who 
expects  to  make  a  figure  in  public  life. 

I  have  had  occasion  seveial  times  to  remark,  that  a^ 
though  his  ends  were  always  worthy  and  elevated^  b> 
failed  in  providing  tke  means  for  the  accompli^maal  sf 
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ends.  Perhaps  it  was  unfortunate  for  Mr.  Clinton 
that  when  quite  young  he  found  himself  possessed  of  con- 
iklenble  political  influence  and  power — an  influence  and 
goMrar  which' he  never  had  labored  to  acquire,  but  wlueh 
hk  might  have  imagined  he  possessed  in  consequence  cf 
IMMial  merits  which  those  around  him  discovered,  but 
ivkkb  in  fact  grew  out  of  his  near  connexion  with  hit 
uncle,  the  governor.  To  this  false  impression,  early  made 
«Ahi»  mind,  and  too  long  cherished,  may  be  owing  the  fact 
ttit  he  always  placed  too  high  an  estimate  on  his  own  per- 
MmI  influence.  He  seemed  to  entertain  the  notion  that  all 
feb  friends  were  bound  to  believe  as  he  believed,  and  that  his 
Wpporters  were  made  for  him,  and  not  he  for  his  support 
tMb  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  his  great  principles  of  ao» 
tioA  originated  from  pure  and  patriotic  motives,  and  he 
therefore  readily  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  those  who 
liUbced  from  him  were  either  defective  in  judgment  or 
influenced  by  sinister  views.  Hence  both  in  conversation 
Mkdl  m  his  anonymous  writings,  he  treated  his  political 
•pp^ients  with  severity,  and  sometimes  with  unjustifiable 
hanhness.  During  his  long  political  career,  he  had  seen 
nuieli  of  the  selfishness,  dishonesty  and  corruption  of  men, 
Mme  of  whom  claimed  and  held  considerable  standing  in 
cooHBUinity  ;  hence,  although  perfectly  honest  himself,  h« 
lamied  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  the  integrity  of  the  ma* 
jorily  of  politicians  ;  and  although  pure  and  incorruptible 
himself,  he  looked  upon  corruption  in  others  with  too 
nmch  indifierence ;  and  hence  we  have  seen  among  his 
lUMt  zealous  and  clamorous  friends,  some  of  the  most  cor- 
rupt agents  of  the  bank  of  America.  But  this  class  of 
■Ben  he  never  admitted  to  unreserved  confidence.  Al- 
tboagh  highly  impressed  with  an  opinion  of  his  ow» 
standing  and  popularity,  and  possessing  great  confidence 
in  the  correctness  of  his  own  judgment,  he  had  a  lew 

friends  to  whom  he  without  reserve  unbosomed  himseli 
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and  firoffi  vhonit  with  all  hU  native  stenmcu,  he  wonU 
recetTe  advice,  and  even  admoDition,  In  the  kindert  ■■! 
most  placable  manner.  Among  these  I  may  mention;  is 
the  early  part  of  his  public  life,  Ambrose  Spencer,  and  «t 
a  more  recent  period,  the  late  William  James,  Archibald 
Mclntyre,  Alfred  Conkling,  and  Sylvanns  Miller.  Indeed 
Mr.  Miller  was  his  confidential  friend  during  thevholetrf 
his  political  career. 

As  a  statesman,  and  I  use  that  term  as  distingnished  fran 
the  mere  politician,  Mr.  Clinton  stands  pre-eminent.  Hk 
views  were  generally  original,  and  put  forth  in  a  bold  ud 
fearless  manner.  His  forecast  was  most  remarkable.  Mt 
Mrly  discovered  and  attempted  to  remedy  the  defecti  in 
the  organization  of  the  general  government  with  respect 
to  the  election  of  president.  He  was  among  the  first  to 
point  out  the  dagger,  which  might  grow  out  of  ^  coUiiioB 
between  the  states  and  the  judiciary  power  of  the  nuon. 
He  discovered  and  warned  the  public  against  the  erila 
growing  out  of  the  over  issues  of  banks  in  advance  almost, 
if  not  quite,  of  all  other  men.  He  has  been  the  repato) 
author,  and  at  any  rate,  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
recommending  a  larger  number  of  great  and  importint 
measures,  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  legislatore, 
and  received  the  stamp  of  tlie  approbation  of  the  peopls 
of  this  state,  than  all  the  other  governors  who  have  sat  ia 
the  executive  chair  of  New-York  since  the  organi^tion  of 
its  government.* 

As  respected  the  relations  of  the  states  with  the  gens* 
lal  government  and  the  constitutional  powers  of  that 
government,  Mr.  Clinton  was  a  state  rights  man,  and  • 
strict  constructionist  of  "  the  most  straitest  sect."  His 
ardor  in  supporting  the  rights  Oi  the  states  when  they 
came  in  collision  with  douhtfu!  powers  Claimed  by  ths 
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national  government,  was  probably  sharpened  and  in- 
creased from  the  time  he  appeared  as  a  writer  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  federal  constitution,  by  his  ardent  attachment 
to  this,  his  native  slate.  He  loved  New- York  and  every 
part  of  it  with  the  same  partiality  that  a  parent  does  his 
own  family,  and  he  took  pride  in  its  advancement  in 
wealth  and  greatness.  With  all  his  bitter  and  sometimes 
illxberal  feelings  against  political  opponents,  whenever 
those  opponenents  advocated  measures  in  his  judgment  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  state, 
his  hostility  for  the  time  being  was  extinguished,  and  he 
came  most  cordially  to  their  aid.  He  was,  therefore,  at 
heart,  a  state  rights  man.  The  least  indication  of  en- 
onrachment  by  the  national  upon  the  state  government, 
was  viewed  by  him  with  alarm,  and  resisted  with  spirit 
QT  the  great  men  in  America,  who  were  jealous  of  the 
national  government,  and  for  confining  its  action  exclu- 
sively to  the  powers  expressly  granted,  Mr.  Clinton  was 
onqnestionably  the  most  zealous.  Mr.  Jeflferson  and 
others  have  theorized,  but  Mr.  Clinton  felt  in  favor  of 
state  rights. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  an  opinion, 
that  De  Witt  Clinton  was  a  sincere  friend  to  the  equal 
rights,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  mass  of  men,  but 
possessed  habits  of  thinking  of  himself  and  a  deportment 
which  rendered  him  unacceptable  to  them ;  that  he  was 
able,  honest  and  patriotic  in  his  conduct  as  a  public  agent ; 
but  that  he  looked  with  too  great  indifference  upon  cor- 
ruption among  his  supporters ;  that  he  indulged  in  too 
much  asperity  against  his  political  opponents;  and  that 
he  was  a  man  of  high  and  exalted  ambition,  and  of  sound 
and  enlarged  views  as  a  statesman,  but  defective  in  tact 
and  address  as  a  politician  in  a  popular  government. 

He  was  a  man  of  indomitable  personal  and  moral  cour- 
age.     In    person  he   was,    perhaps,    the  most  perfect 
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q>ecimen  of  humanity,  as  combinmg  dignity  with  elsguMn 
nod  symmetry  of  fealurea,  ever  produced  in  the  ttate  of 
New-York. 

It  was  well  known  that  G>ot.  Clinton  died  poor ;  and 
that,  not  being  an  acting  canal  commiasioner,  he  had'M- 
ccived  no  salary,  or  other  conpensation  for  hii  strfiosi 
as  such  commissioner.  With  a  view  of  making  soma  pn^ 
visions  for  his  minor  children,  two  sons  and  two  rlwifc 
ters,  soon  after  bis  death,  a  committee  of  the  anemUy 
was  appointed  by  the  speaker,  on  the  motion  of  Afr, 
Edgerton  of  Delaware,  consisting  of  Messn.  Edgerlni^ 
Butler,  Granger,  Goodrich  and  Ruggles,  who  reported  a 
bill,  authorizing  the  payment  to  those  children  of  the  s^a* 
ry  of  a  canal  commissioner  during  the  time  the  late  govei^ 
nor  had  served  as  a  member  of  the  canal  board,  and  one 
year's  salary  as  governor  of  the  state.  The  passage  of 
this  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Root,  and  by  Mr.  Mann  <^ 
Herkimer,  with  considerable  heat  and  some  bittemen. 
Men  of  generous  and  good  feelings  of  all  parties  wen 
mortified  and  disgusted  at  this  opposition.  Mr.  Butler, 
although  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  zealous  political 
opponents  of  Mr.  Clinton,  distinguished  himself  by  an 
able  and  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  the  bill,  "inie 
speaker  decided,  that  as  the  bill  proposed  a  grant  of 
money,  it  could  not  be  passed  into  a  law  without  the  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  both  houses  in  its  bvor, 
and  in  this  decision  he  was  sutiiained  by  a  majority  of  the 
house.  Gen.  Porter  declared  that  he  could  not  voteforao 
large  a  sum  as  that  proposed  to  be  given,  and  moved  to 
limit  it  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  nal 
friends  of  the  measure  apprehending,  if  they  inaisted  oo 
too  large  a  sum,  two-thirds  of  the  members  could  not  bs 
induced  to  vote  for  it,  adopted  Gen.  Porter's  amendmsDt, 
and  in  that  form  the  hilt  passed  by  a  vote  of  eighty-eight 
10  twenty-five.     In  the  senate  it  passed  without  i 
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opposition.  I  regret  to  say,  there  are  good  reasons  for 
believing  that  former  political  hostility  induced  Mr.  Root 
and  Mr.  Mann,  and  many  of  their  followers,  to  pursue  the 
course  which  they  did  on  this  occasion.  How  deep  and 
settled  must  be  those  prejudices  and  that  political  hostility 
which  the  grave  cannot  annihilate. 

.Upon  the  demise  of  Gov.  Clinton,  (Sen.  Pitcher  became 
the  acting  governor,  and  Mr.  Peter  K.  Livingston  having 
been  elected  president  of  the  senate,  was  lieutenant- 
gO¥emor  de  facto. 

Gov.  Pitcher  was  an  uneducated  man,  brought  up  a 
fiumer  in  Washington  county,  a  man  of  good  native  pow- 
ttB  of  mind,  of  sound  judgment,  and  had  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  public  business,  having  been  several  times 
elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  and  once 
a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  a  warm  partizan  and  had  been  an  ardent 
Ofqponent  of  Gov.  Clinton.  But  the  intercourse  which 
Mr.  Pitcher  had  with  the  governor,  as  state  road  commis- 
sioner, and  as  lieutenant-governor,  had  mollified  his  feel- 
ings towards  him.  Although  zealous  as  a  partizan  and 
warm  in  his  friendship,  and  as  is  commonly  the  case, 
equally  ardent  in  his  enmities,  Mr.  Pitcher  was  strictly 
and  rigidly  an  honest  man.  He  would  fight  his  opponent 
vigorously,  but  he  would  not  wantonly  do  him  injustice. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  and  intense  feeling,  of  which  I 
shall  soon  furnish  proof. 

His  first  message  to  the  legislature  of  any  importance, 
was  a  recommendation  that  provision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  appointment  of  a  special  public  prosecutor  to  de-> 
tect  and  punish  the  murderers  of  William  Morgan.  This 
recommendation  was  approved  by  the  legislature,  and  a 
law  passed  in  accordance  with  it.  Mr.  Daniel  Mosely  of 
Onondaga  county,  was  appointed  to  the  office. 


■* 
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A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  ciina),  and  alio  the 
Chemung  canal,  by  the  zealous  and  vigoroua  efibrto  of 
Mr.  Granger,  again  passed  the  assembly,  but  both  biDi 
were  defeated  in  the  senate  by  a  large  majority. 

The  courts  of  law  in  the  city  of  New- York  were  found 
to  be  inadequate  to  the  business  wants  of  that  city. 
Causes  which  aflbrded  the  least  possible  excuse  for  diajn- 
tation  were  litigated,  and  such  a  mass  of  busioen  wai 
thrown  into  the  supreme  court  that  the  number  of  cam 
on  the  calendar  of  the  circuit  judge  had  become  so  grett 
that  it  was  evident  years  must  elapse  before  the  younger 
issues  would  be  brought  on  for  trial.  In  a  commerciil 
country,  a  delay  of  justice  amounts  to  a  denial  It  wu 
evident  that  the  fault  was  not  in  the  presiding  judgo. 
More  force,  more  judicial  laborers  were  required  to  dis- 
patch the  business  and  properly  dispose  of  the  cauaet 
which  the  parties  required  should  be  litigated.  It  waa 
therefore  proposed  tr>  erect  a  court  for  the  trial  of  all  civil 
causes,  but  which  should  be  confined  in  its  jurisdietitHi  to 
the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  to  be  called  the  supe- 
rior court  of  common  pleas,  and  to  consist  of  three  judgei^ 
any  one  of  whom  should  be  authorized  to  try  issues  of 
l';ict.     This  scheme  was  adopted  by  the  legislature. 

After  this  law  had  been  passed,  great  anxiety  was  mas* 
ifcsted  by  the  members  of  the  New-York  bar  in  retatioB 
to  the  persons  who  should  be  appointed  judges. 

Chancellor  Jones  had  now  nearly  reached  an  age  whick 
would  have  rendered  him  constitutionally  Ineligible  to 
hold  the  office  of  chancellor.  He  was  therefore  willing 
to  exchange  that  office  for  the  office  of  chief  justice  of 
the  new  court,  the  term  of  which  was  not  restricted  or 
limited  by  the  age  of  the  incumbent.  As  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Jones  would  vacate  the  office  of  chancelka', 
and  give  the  appointing  power  an  opportunity  of  supply- 
ing the  vacancy  by  one  of  the  poliUcal  friends  of  the  domi- 
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ntnt  party,  and  as  no  objection  could  be  made  to  the  per- 
fonal  fitness  of  Mr.  Jones,  his  appointment  was  readily 
weeded  to  by  the  governor  and  senate. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  since  the  oouncil  of  appointment  in  the 
year  1818,  had  refused  to  remove  Mr.  Riker,  in  order  to 
nake  him  recorder  of  New- York,  had  been  anti-Clintonian 
in  his  politics,  and  had  availed  himself  of  all  probable 
chances  of  being  gratified  by  apppointment  to  office,  from 
the  adverse  party,  but  had  heretofore  been  unsuccessful. 
On  this  occasion  his  son,  a  young  man  of  considerable  in- 
fluence and  some  brilliancy  of  talent,  happening  to  be  a 
member  of  the  assembly,  and  without  whose  aid,  proba- 
bly^  the  bill  creating  the  superior  court  could  not  have 
been  passed,  ^^xercised  such  efficient  exertions  in  his  favor, 
that  the  governor  and  senate,  with  some  reluctance,  came 
into  the  measure,  and  consented  to  his  appointment. 

The  selection  of  a  third  candidate  for  judge  was  stiL 
more  difficult.  Thomas  J.  Oakley  was  the  favorite  candi- 
date of  the  merchants  of  New- York,  and  I  presume  of  a 
majority  of  the  bar.  But  he  had  been  a  most  zealous  and 
formidable  opponent  to  the  dominant  party  during  the  con- 
teat  between  Clinton,  Mclntyre  and  Tompkins,  and  had 
been  indignantly  ejected  from  office  but  a  few  years  be- 
fore^  by  the  very  party  whose  patronage  was  now  claimed 
for  him.  The  only  political  merit  of  Mr.  Oakley,  was, 
he  was  a  Jackson  man,  and  that  circumstance,  in  connex- 
ion with  his  eminent  talents  and  high  standing  as  a  law- 
yer, caused  it  to  be'ultimately  determined  that  he  should 
be  selected  as  the  third  judge. 

Had  Mr.  Oakly  continued  in  political  life,  (he  was  then, 
I  believe,  a  member  of  congress,)  his  talents,  discretion, 
self-command  and  address  would  unquestionably  have  ren* 
dered  him  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  northern 
politicians.     Since  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  judge  o. 
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tbu  inferior— BBpnioT  conrt,  be  luu  not  been  hard  of'iiA 
political  man.  ""* 

On  the  whole,  so  iu  aa  the  poUic  iatemt  «M'«» 
cerned,  there  was  no  groand  tocomplainof  tfaewlectiwaf 
judges  for  this  new  court.  Of  Ohancellor  Jones  m  a.  jodlt 
and  lawyer,  I  need  not  speak.  Mr.  Hobwn,  thoog^^r 
advanced  in  life,  had  long  held  a  diatinguidied  itandiiig^ 
the  bar,  and  it  will  be  recollected  was  aevenl  yeara  ali*- 
ney  genera)  of  the  state,  under  the  administratiom  of  ifaotb 
eminent  men  Got.  Clinton  and  John  Jay.  JudgeOiU^fc 
high  order  of  talent  is  too  well  known  to  reqinre  to'te 
again  mentioned.  But  it  is  not  a  little  rematkaUe-llHt 
these  three  judges,  as  long  as  the  federal  and  repablkiA 
parties  existed,  or  at  any  rate  as^long  as  the  fedeni  f9 
claimed  an  existence,  were  three  of  the  most  efficient)  At 
tinguished  and  zealous  federalists  in  the  state. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  office  of  chancellor  by  Hr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Pitcher  did  what  Qot.  Clinton  ought  to  tan 
done, — he  offered  the  appointment  to  Chief  Justioe  Savig^ 
who  declined  it,  and  thereupon  he  appointed  the  pPCMM 
chancellor,  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  who  was  then  lAraA 
judge  of  the  fourth  circuit.  Mr.  Walworth,  although  mm 
of  the  youngest  of  the  circuit  judges,  had  acquitted  Urn- 
self  in  the  dischai^e  of  the  duties  of  that  office  with  gN|K 
ability,  and  in  a  manner  which  commanded  and  reocinl 
the  approbation  of  the  bar  and  the  public.  His  nppoJnt 
ment  to  the  office  of  chancellor  was  generally  weHi^ 
ceived.  The  appointment  of  Judge  Walworth  aa  ekiM- 
cellor,  left  u  vacancy  in  the  office  of  circuit  judge,  wUofc 
was  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Esek  Gowen,  u  in- 
dustrious and  learned  lawyer,  then  reporter  of  the  -flB* 
preme  court.  This  appointment  was  also  deemed  m  jml^ 
cious  one  and  was  well  receired. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  two  houses,  a  Jatten 
legisative    caucus  was  held,   at  which   they  appointod  a 
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jumraitioii  to  be  held  in  Herkimer  on  the  fourth  Wed 
Midsy  in  September,  for  the  ptirpose  of  ttominating  a 
ipyvemor  and  lieutenant  goremor.    The  same  party,  ^y  -a 
iagialative  caucus  on  the  Slat  JdMsry,  nominated  Oenerd 
iachson  for  president. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  Hke  21st  of  April  to  tile 
Bih*of  September,  at  which  time  they  proposed  resuming 
Ibt  verision  of  the  laws. 

-On^Hie  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  adjournment,  the 
Adams  democratic  members  of  the  legislature  held  a  meet- 
lag  «t  £nickerbacker  hall  in  Albany,  of  which  General 
Votfler  was  chairman,  and  Reuben  Sanford  of  the  senate 
aaoratary.  The  meeting,  I  beliere,  was  not  numerously  at- 
landed,  but  I  perceive  from  the  account  of  their  proceed- 
lagiy  the  respectable  names  of  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  Charles 
H.  Carroll,  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Arunah  Metcalf ,  Luther 
Sndish  and  Ezra  C.  Gross,  are  mentionedas  personspre- 
asBt.  The  meeting  adopted  and  published  an  address  to 
the  public,  of  a  character  somewhat  inflammatory,  and 
vsBtaining  a  very  bitter  attack  upon  Gen.  Jackson. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  Mr. 
fames  Barbour,  secretary  of  war,  was  appointed  minister 
lo  London,  and  Gen.  Porter  was  made  secretary  of  war 
ki  bis  place.  This  appointment,  as  well  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  Judge  Rochester  on  the  Panama  mission,  was  en- 
tirely the  work  of  Mr.  Clay.  Both  appointments  were 
judicious.  Gen.  Porter  was  an  exceedingly  shrewd  and 
sagacious  man,  and  understood  well  the  course  which 
ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  government,  particularly  in 
this  state,  in  order  to  furnish  any  reasonable  hope  of  sue- 
eesa.  The  capital  error  of  the  national  administratioa 
was,  that  it  did  not  make  some  provision  for  Mr<  McLean, 
and  commit  the  management  of  the  post-office  to  Genera 
Porter.  Tiirough  the  strange  obliquity  of  mind  of  Mr 
Adams,  the  department,  which  furnishes  the  only  mean* 
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to  the  national  administration  of  making  itaplf  fcH  anMSi^ 
the  people,  was  permitted  to  be  held  daring  his  whole  ad* 
ministrationi  if  not  by  a  political  opponent,  at  least  by  % 
man  who  was  quite  neutral,  and  who,  under  pretence  o< 
«mt>artiality,  stood  so  erect  that  he  leaned  against  the  ad- 
ministration of  which  he  ought  to  hare  made  a  part 

About  this  time  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  became  vacant,  and  Chief  Justice  Savage  was  offered 
the  appointment,  which  after  several  days'  hesitaticm  htt 
ieclineci. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  a  convention  of  delegates  froii 
nearly  every  county  in  the  state  friendly  to  the  re-election 
of  Mr.  Adams,  was  held  at  Albany.  The  late  Chief 
Justice  Spencer  attended  as  a  delegate  from  the  connty  of 
Albany.  The  venerable  and  aged  Alexander  Coffin,  of 
Hudson,  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention,  and 
Robert  S.  Rose  of  Seneca,  and  Peter  Sharpe  of  New-Tork| 
were  secretaries.  I  observe  among  the  delegates  froa 
New-York,  Samuel  B.  Romainc,  formerly  speaker  of  tha 
assembly;  John  A.  King  from  Queens,  and  Micah  Brooks 
from  Ontario  county.  Some  of  the  delegates,  it  appeal^ 
ed,  contemplated  at  this  convention  the  nomination  of  an 
Adams  candidate  for  governor,  but  a  large  majority  of  the 
convention  declined  at  all  to  agitate  that  question.  They 
contented  themselves  by  making  speeches,  adopting  reio* 
lutions  and  publishing  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
state.  The  address  was  drawn  by  Oerrit  Smith,  Esq.  It 
was  a  very  lon^,  able  and  well  written  docmnent;  hnl 
was  not,  in  my  juuirment,  calculated  at  that  time  to  pro* 
duce  much  impresFioii  on  the  public  mind. 

Nearly  all  the  ^'  high-minded  "  federalists  who  were  m 
life  in  1828,  and  who  in  1820  joined  the  republican  par^ 
because,  as  they  alleged,  no  federal  party  then  existed,  sap- 
ported  the  administration  and  re-election  of  Mr.  AdauMk 
Indf'^d,  most  of  these  men  in  1824,  were  for  the  elecfioQ 
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I 
of  Mr.  Adamsi  and  belonged  to  what  waK  caLed  tlae  peo 
pie's  party.  They  continued  active  members  of  that  party 
until  after  Mr.  Clinton's  nomination  for  governor,  (a 
nomination  which  they  warmly  opposed,)  when  they  gene- 
rally joined  the  opposition  against  him.*  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble &ct,  that  this  corps  of  men  never  did,  nor  have  they 
em  to  this  day,  acted  with  the  democratic  party,  except 
when  that  party  was  at  war  with  Gov.  Clinton.  Does 
not  this  circumstance  afford  some  reason  to  suspect  that 
tliey  were  originally  influenced  by  personal  considera- 

tiOBSl 

During  the  autumn  of  1827,  and  the  winter  of  1828, 
the  anti-mabons,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  had 
greatly  increased  in  numbers,  and  as  their  numbers  in- 
creased, the  excitement  on  that  subject  became  more 
intense,  and  they  very  early  manifested  a  determination  to 
carry  that  question  to  the  polls  of  election.  Of  their 
action  as  a  political  party,  I  have  spoken  in  another  place. 
At  present,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  suggest  that  they 
were  generally  opposed  to  the  Albany  Regency;  and  that 
Mr.  Jackson  being  a  mason,  and  Mr.  Adams  not  being 
one,  they  nearly  unanimously  perferred  the  latter  to  the 
former.  In  this  state  of  the  public  mind  in  western  New- 
York,  much  anxiety  was  expressed  by  the  members  of  the 
convention  which  met  on  the  tenth  of  June,  in  their  con- 
sultations with  each  other,  that  such  candidates  for  gover- 
nor and  lieutenant  governor  might  be  selected  by  the 
Adams  party,  as  would  command  the  votes  of  the  anti- 
masons.  It  was  known  th<U  the  anti-masons  would  hold 
9  convention  for  the  nommation  of  those  officers,  and 
many  were  of  opinion  that  the  Adams  party  bad  better  at 
once  adopt  their  nomination;  but  there  was  a  majority, 
who,  alarmed,  and  perhaps  prejudiced  by  the  representa- 
tions of  bigoted  and  narrow-minded  masons,  declared  they 
<.onld,  upon  no  considerations,  agree  to  support  candidates 

•  J«ltf  L.  Wendell.  Bia.i  of  Alben    !■  en  eiceiHloa. 
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showed  that  it  was  certain,  that  Mr.  Granger  would  be 
elected.  In  case  Crary  refused  to  decline,  Granger  ex- 
pressed a  desire  not  to  be  a  candidate.  This  course  of 
Mr.  Granger  appeared  to  the  committee  perfectly  reason- 
able, and  as  they  believed  Mr.  Crary  to  be  anxiously 
desirous  to  prostrate  the  Albany  Regency  and  promote 
the  election  of  Mr.  Adams,  they  did  not  doubt  he  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  decline.  That  he  might 
be  fully  informed  of  the  real  situation  of  thingS}  the  com- 
mittee requested  Mr.  Samuel  Stevens,  who  then  resided  in 
the  same  village  with  Mr.  Crary,  but  who  happened  to  be 
in  Albany,  to  call  on  him  immediately  on  his  retuili  and 
procure  his  declension.  Mr.  Stevens  did  call  on  Crary, 
and  forthwith  wrote  to  his  friends  in  Albany  that  he  had 
had  an  interview  with  Crary;  that  he  was  perfectly  willing 
to  decline,  but  that  as  Mr.  Granger  had  by  the  anti-ma- 
sons been  nominated  to  the  higher  office,  (that  of  gover- 
nor,) it  would  be  more  decorous  that  his  declension  should 
first  be  published.  This  answer  was  communicated  to 
Mr.  Granger,  who  forthwith  caused  his  declension  of  the 
anti-masonic  nomination  to  be  published.  He  then  looked 
and  waited,  but  looked  and  waited  in  vain  for  Mr.  Crary's 
declension — ^Mr.  Crary  did  not  decline.  That  I  have  sts- 
ted  the  facts  correctly,  appears  by  letters  now  before  me 
from  Mr.  Granger  and  others,  which  I  received  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Albany  committee. 

It  was  perfectly  well  known  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  would  be  the  Jackson  candidate  for  governor ;  it 
was  also  known  that  Southwick  would  receive  nearly  all 
the  anti-masonic  votes  for  that  office,  and  that  he  would 
not  decline.  It  was  likewise  as  well  known  then  as  six 
months  afterwards,  that  if  Jackson  was  elected  president, 
of  which  all  admitted  the  great  probability,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren would  be  made  secretary  of  state,  which  would  cast 
00  the  lieutenant  governor  to  be  elected,  the  executive 
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•  hence  all  intelligent  men  foresaw  that  the  elec^ 
tioD  of  lieutenant  governor  would  in  fact  be  the  election 
of  a  governor  of  the  state.  And  yet  Mr.  Crary,  after 
ihaae  views  had  been  fully  presented  to  him — ^he  at  the 
.■Miie  time  professing  a  decided  hostility  to  the  Albany 
JUgencyy  and  knowings  as  he  must  have  known,  (unless  he 
poasessed  a  greater  sluure  of  stupidity  than  either  the  char- 
i^  of  his  friends  or  the  malice  of  his  enemies  can  accord 
to  him,)  that  he  could  not  himself  be  elected,  and  also 
knowing  that  his  continuing  to  be  a  candidate  would  en- 
nre  the  election  of  a  regency  executive — in  violation  of 
hia  promise  to  Mr.  Stevens,  after  Mr.  Granger  had  accept- 
ed the  nomination  of  the  Adams  convention,  published  his 
acceptance  of  the  anti-masonic  nomination  1  This  jnan 
dubbed  by  the  anti-masonic  papers  during  the  can- 
tj  by  the  appellation  of  ^^  Honest  John  CraryJ^  What 
Difloence  may  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
or  under  what  strange  delusion  he  acted,  no  man  can 
tell. 

The  Jackson  party  with  great  unanimity  agreed  to  sup- 
port Mr.  Van  Buren  as  their  candidate.  It  might,  per- 
haps, at  that  time  have  been  difficult  for  them  to  have 
agreed  cordially  on  any  other  candidate,  putting  Mr.  Van 
Buren  out  of  view,  as  there  were  several  other  gentlemen 
whose  standing  and  claims  on  the  support  of  the  party 
were  nearly  equal.  What  probably  induced  a  more  ready 
acquiescence  in  the  support  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  was,  that 
it  was  known  if  elected  he  would  serve  but  a  very  few 
months.  The  great  question  was,  who  should  be  lieutenam 
governor  1  Gen.  Pitcher  claimed  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
lection.  He  had,  when  the  question  of  his  election  wa& 
doubtful,  been  the  candidate  of  the  party,  and  it  was  be 
ctnue  he  was  their  candidate  that  they,  as  he  believed| 
achieved  success  and  enjoyed  the  patronage  which  belongeA 
to  the  executive  to  distribute  for  the  current  legislative  year. 
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III  the  latter  part  of  August,  John  Woodworth  became 
coDStitutionally,  by  reason  of  age,  ineligible  to  hold  the 
oiBce  of  a  judge  of  the  suprenne  court,  and  accordingly 
resigned.  Gov.  Pitcher  appointed  in  his  place  William 
L.  Marcy,  then  comptroller  of  the  state.  The  selection 
was  very  satisfactory  to  the  bar,  as  well  as  to  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

A  few  days  before  the  election,  Mr.  Throop  resigned 
his  office  as  circuit  judge,  and  the  senate  being  then  in 
session,  Mr.  Pitcher  sent  to  them  the  name  of  Daniel 
Moseley  as  the  successor  of  Throop.  The  senate,  as  I 
think,  rather  uncourteously,  refused  to  act  on  that  or  any 
other  nomination  until  the  first  of  January  should  arrive, 
when  the  new  governor  would  come  into  power. 

The  result  of  the  election  did  not  aSbrd  to  the  Jackson 
party  so  splendid  a  triumph,  as  from  the  preceding  annual 
election  and  from  their  great  eflforts,  they  probably  antici- 
pated.* The  state  of  New-York  was  entitled  to  thirty-six 
electors  for  president  and  vice-president ;  and  by  the  law 
as  it  then  was,  thirty-four  of  the  electors  were  to  be  chosen 
in  the  congressional  districts,  who  were,  when  they  met, 
to  form  an  electoral  college,  and  in  that  capacity  were 
authorized  to  appoint  two  electors  to  make  up  the  com- 
plement. Eighteen  electors  were  chosen  by  the  people 
of  the  state  favorable  to  Jackson,  and  sixteen  in  favor  of 
Adams.  Of  course,  when  the  electoral  college  was  organ- 
ized, and  the  two  additional  electors  chosen,  there  were 
twenty  for  Jackson,  and  sixteen  for  Adams. 

The  election  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor 
proved  to  be  a  very  close  contest,  and  had  not  the  anti- 
masons  voted  for  Southwick  and  Crary,  Van  Buren  and 
Throop  would  probably  have  been  defeated.  New-York 
and  the  old  southern  district  gave  a  very  strong  vote  for 
the  Jackson  candidates ;  Dutchess  county  gave  them  a  ma- 
jority of  about  one  thousand  three  hundred,  and  the  ma- 
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I  recolleit  rightly,  was  nearlj 
fluence  of  Judge  Oakley  mi 
ther  Willi  the  influence  of  N.  P. 
btid  heretofore  acted  against  flie 
ly  contributed  much  to  this  re- 
yuga  too,  at  the  west,  gave  an 
on  majority.  But  the  countie* 
Vashington,  Saratoga,  St.  Law- 

conlrary  to  the  expectations  of 
I  majorities.  In  Albany,  Judge 
ingress  over  a  very  popular  op- 
cbten  was  chosen  a   presidi 
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a  diftinct  political  party,  acted  with  the  Jackson  par* 
fy.  Messrs.  Maynard,  Mather,  Boughton,  and  Hay- 
den  were  anti^AUooBs*  It  tim  .appeait  that  but  foni 
of  the  eight  senatorial  districts  elected  Jackson  sent- 
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T.t    10 

FKOM  JAMUAET  1,  IBM,  TO  JAMDASY  1,  lOO.  jf^ 

On  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  le^slatim,  mt. 
Jordan  resigMed  his  seat  in  the  senate.  The  reaaw  he 
assigned  for  resigning,  was  that  his  private  affairs  and  |tl^ 
fessional  business  demanded  the  whole  of  his  time  and  ^ 
Icntion.  He  said,  "The  important  business  of  the  oifn 
session,  and  the  hope  of  being  able  to  remain  in  the  ann- 
mitted  discharge  of  his  official  duty  until  the  revintm  cf 
the  laws  was  completed,  aipnc  controlled  his  judgment  in 
not  taking  that  step  in  time  to  have  the  vacancy  filled  at 
the  last  election."  It  is,  however,  very  probable  that  the 
election  to  which  he  referred  having  resulted  in  aiidi  a 
manner  as  to  leave  his  party  in  a  hopeless  minority  in  the 
state  and  nntion,  had  also  some  effect  in  inducing  in  im 
mind  a  determination  to  quit  the  political  field.  Mr.  Jor- 
dan was  a  talented  and  useful  member  of  the  sonata  ;  tnt 
while  his  withdrawal  from  public  life  was  a  loss  to  thlt 
body,  the  increase  of  his  professicHial  business  which  M- 
lowed,  rendered  that  withdrawal  beneficial  to  himBlC 
The  senate  received  a  great  accession  of  talent  by  die 
election  of  Mr.  Maynard  as  one  of  its  members.  Anuh 
ble  and  bencvnlf^nt  in  private  life,  courteous  in  debate,  and 
possessing  talents  of  the  highest  order,  he  soon  acquired, 
considering  him  in  a  small  political  minority,  a  hi^  and 
commanding  influence  in  the  legislature. 

There  was  a  falling  olfof  talent  in  the  asHembly.  Gen. 
Root  was  not  re-elected ;  be  was  not,  I  believ«,  a  cai^ 
didate  for  a  re-election.  The  leading  democratic  iiieil> 
ben  relumed  were  A.  C.  Paige,  from  Schenectady;  Abt 
jah  Mann,  jun..  from  Herkimer ;  J.  B.  Skinner,  from  GoB* 
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esee,  (elected  as  an  anti-mason,)  and  Stoddard  Judd,  from 
Dutchess  county.  Several  of  the  western  counties  were 
represented  by  autinnasons ;  and  among  the  most  promi- 
nent of  them  were  Millard  Filmore,  from  Erie  ;  Philo  C. 
Fuller  of  Livingston,  and  Robert  C.  Nicholas  of  Ontaria 
Mr.  Granger  having  been  a  candidate  for  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, was  of  course  not  returned.  Of  the  Adams  party 
proper,  Luther  Bradish,  of  Franklin ;  E.  C.  Gross,  of 
Essex,  and  Chandler  Starr,  of  Albany,  were  among  the 
most  distinguished  of  that  political  sect  in  the  assembly. 

Peter  Robinson,  from  Broome  county,  a  discreet  man, 
bat  of  very  ordinary  capacity,  was  elected  speaker.  His 
nomination  for  that  office  was  probably  caused  by  means 
of  the  Chenango  and  other  lateral  canal  influence. 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  message,  like  others  of  the  annual 
executive  messages  since  the  year  1818,  except  those  of 
Gov.  Yates,  was  too  long. 

In  his  exordium,  he  very  handsomely  compliments  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  speaks  in  the  most  respectful  terms  of  his 
talents  and  services.  He  occupies  too  much  time  in  get- 
ting at  the  real  object  of  an  executive  communication ; 
and  as  every  one  knew  the  brilliant  political  prospects 
that  had  then  evidently  opened  upon  him,  he  talks  so 
much  about  -his  *' humble  efforts,''  and  "the  humblest 
instrument,"  &c.,  and  indeed  humbles  himself  so  grace- 
fully, that  the  public  could  hardly  avoid  charging  him 
with  an  affectation  of  humility  which  he  did  not  feel. 

He  speaks  of  the  numerous  applications  which  had  been 
made  to  him  to  recommend  to  the  legislature  various 
canals  and  other  internal  improvements  to  be  made  at  the 
public  expense.  With  respect  to  these  applications,  he 
proposes  the  following  as  the  proper  rule  to  regulate  the 
action  of  the  legislature.  The  state  ought  to  apply  such 
portion  of  its  means  (including  a  jtidicious  use  oi  lis 
credit)  as  could  be  spared  from  other  necessary  objects  to 


worka  of  intenial  improveiDent ;  mmI  tiMineiitiona  Mvenl 
projected  oanali,  but  he  ii  Bilant  <m  the  queatioB  wfaaibn' 
all  or  any  of  them  ou^t  to  bs  made.  Now,  it  strika*' 
me,  that  at  a  time  when  the  public  mind  bad  beeni  to  wjr 
the  least,  over  excited  by  the  ardent  and  enthunaatio; 
represeotationB  of  Mr.  CUnton ;  when  all  meD  were  daaM 
and  bewildered  by  the  splendid  reTenue  which  wai  aotio^ 
pated  from  the  Erie  canal,  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  then  thougbv 
that  that  waa  the  moment  for  the  state  to  pauae  in  itw 
expenditures,  and  pay  off  its  debt  before  it  asaumed  aa^ 
additional  responaiUlities ;  and  that  after  its  debt  sfaoold 
be  paid,  then  to  apply  its  surplus  revenue  to  the  makii^' 
fur^er  improvements,  he  ought  to  have  said  so  in  plais 
terms.  Instead  of  this,  he  advised  the  legislature  to  a^ 
ply  such  portion  of  the  means  of  the  state  aa  couid  bt 
tpared  from  other  necessary  objects,  to  works  of  intern^ 
improvements,  Sec.  Now,  this  was  ium'<:ommittaiiMm  ia 
its  very  spirit  It  was  an  authority  for  making  the  Che- 
nango canal,  and  it  was  an  authority  against  it  Tba 
Delphic  Oracle  never  spoke  more  enigmatically. 

On  the  subject  of  banking  and  the  currency,  the  govep- 
nor's  views  were  exceedingly  able  and  judicious,  and  th^ 
were  communicated  with  great  clearness.     He  said, 

"Of  the  forty  banks  now  in  operadon  in  this  state,  the 
charters  of  thirty-one  expire  within  one,  two,  three  and 
four  years,  bnt  chiefly  within  two  and  three  years.  From 
the  best  informalioa  that  can  be  derived  from  the  retumt' 
made  by  the  banks  whose  charters  are  about  to  expire, 
their  collective  capital  actually  paid  in,  amounts  to  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  debts  due  to  them,  to  mom 
than  thirty  millions.  The  debts  due  from  these  insliti»> 
tions  to  the  community,  including  their  stockboklen,  maf 
be  safely  estimated  st  about  the  same  amount" 

He  suggests  evils  that  would  result  from  com^lli^. 
these  institutions  to  wind  up  their  concerns  by  a  refusal  to 


I  or  NBW-YOBJU 


such  of  them  as  had  conducted  in  confonnity 
r;the  flpirit  of  their  charter ;  he  points  out  the  inconve* 
wluch  would  accrue  from  p6nnittiiig  so  many  of 
applications  to  remain  long  before  the  legislature 
ttdeoided  ;  and  he  recommends  a  final  disposition  of  the 
subject  as  early  as  possible.  He  states  tha,t  a  plan  had 
boen  communicated  to  him,  which,  if  substantially  adopt- 
m^  might,  in  his  judgment,  materially  improve  the  bank- 
ing system  in  the  state.  ^'The  limits  of  this  communica- 
tiOD,"  said  the  governor,  '*  will  not  allow  me  to  do  justice 
l»itB  details,  or  to  the  argument  by  which  it  is  supported. 
li  proposes  to  make  all  the  banks  responsible  for  any  loss 
Ike  public  may  sustain  by  the  failure  of  any  one  or  more 
of  them.  It  suggests  provisions  by  which  that  result  may 
be  reached,  as  far  as  it  respects  the  banks  whose  charters 
wa  about  to  expire,  and  be  ultimately  made  universal,  or 
Bsariy  so." 

Heretofore  the  sales  at  auction  of  all  imported  goods 
hid  been  restricted  to  officers  appointed  by  the  state  go- 
mmment  This  gave  a  complete  monopoly  of  th^  auction 
boaiiiess  to  those  officers.  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  the  spirit 
aad  independence  to  recommend  the  abolition  of  this 
monopoly,  and  to  throw  open  to  free  competition  the  auc- 
tkxi  business  to  all  persons  who  would  give  the  proper 
ity  for  the  faithful  and  punctual  payment  of  the  du- 
lo  the  state. 

He  points  out  the  evil  of  mingling  in  the  same  election 
the  choice  of  state  and  national  officers,  and  recommends 
that  they  be  chosen  on  different  days.  The  reasons  h ; 
assess  for  this  recommendation  are,  in  my  judgment,  very 
cogent ;  and  it  is,  I  think,  to  be  regretted  that  it  has  not 
to  this  day  been  adopted.  He  advises  the  repeal  of  the 
diatrict  system,  and  the  choice  of  presidential  electors  bj 
gsneral  ticket 
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He  advert!  to  the  necemty  of  furtiier  legiriatioa  4» 
preicrro  the  purity  of  election!,  and  urges  with  gratH 
force  and  propriety  fhe  duty  of  the  leguhLture  to  pwaik 
kw  prohibiting  all  expenditure  of  money  at  ele 
cept  to  defray  the  expense  of  printing,  lliii  r 
alion  was  carried  into  full  clfect  during  the  Bemion.  = 

The  mesiage  presented  a  very  clear  and  diitmct  i^ 
count  of  the  financeH  of  the  state,  of  its  public  worka,  ili 
literary  and  charitable  institutions,  and  concluded  by  ■ 
very  proper  and  exceedingly  handsome  allusion  to  the  tri* 
umph,  et  the  last  election,  of  the  )Mirty  to  which  Mr.  Vm 
Buren  belonged.  He  does  not  manifest  the  least  diapo- 
sition  to  exult  over  his  opponents.  He  speaks  of  thea 
in  the  moat  kind  and  respectful  mnniier.  He  lameDta  the 
excessive  excitement  which  had  been  produced  by  tlw 
collision  of  the  parties,  and  concludes  by  saying:  "Itk 
certainty  tnic,  that  the  reputation  of  the  country  has  i* 
some  degree  suffered  from  the  uncharitable  and  uorelant- 
ing  scrutiny  to  which  private  as  well  as  public  chandv 
has  been  subjected.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ixijorf 
produced  by  this  discreditable  exhibition  has  been  reliev- 
ed, if  not  removed,  by  seeine  how  soon  the  overflowii^ 
waters  of  biltemess  have  spent  themselves,  and  thata^ 
ready  the  current  of  public  feeling  has  n;sumed  iu  acai» 
tomed  channels.  These  excesses  arc  the  price  we  pay  far 
that  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  opinion,  which  is  an- 
phatically  the  birthright  of  an  American  citizen.  It  n 
with  perfect  deference  to  thai  sacred  privilege,  and  in  tlia 
humble  exercise  of  that  portion  of  it  which  belongs  to 
mviit-ir— with  a  sincere  desire  not  to  offend  the  feelings  of 
tlio!u>  whose  views  in  this  respect  differ  from  my  own — 
thiM  1  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you,  and  through  yon, 
our  constituents,  on  the  result  of  the  late  election  for  pr^ 
stdent  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States :  A  rosalt 
which,  while  it  infuses  fresh  vigor  into  our  political  sys- 
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tem  and  adds  new  beauties  to  the  repunlican  character, 
oooe  more  refutes  the  odious  imputation  thfft  republics  are 
Vgrateful;  dissipates  the  vain  hope  that  our  citizens  caa 
be  influenced  by  aught  save  appeals  to  their  understand- 
ing and  love  of  country;  and  finally,  exibits,  in  bold  re- 
lief, the  omnipotence  of  public  opinion,  and  the  futility 
of  all  attempts  to  overawe  it  by  the  denunciations  of 
power,  or  to  seduce  it  by  the  allurements  of  patronage.'' 

It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  a  self  educa- 
ted man — and  yet  there  is  a  neatness,  clearness  and  sim- 
plicity combined  with  an  unostentatious  elegance  in  his 
ityje  which  I  very  much  admire.  The  message,  both  in 
ilyle  and  matter,  is  highly  creditable  to  the  author  and 
the  state,  and  notwithstanding  the  defects  in  it  at  which  J 
bave  hinted)  it  is  among  the  best,  if  not  the  best  execu- 
tive message  ever  communicated  to  the  legislature  of  this 
ftate. 

The  recommendation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  of  a  reformed 
wjBtem  of  banking,  in  the  message  at  which  I  have 
glanced,  was  soon  followed  by  a  special  message,  which 
contained  the  details  of  the  plan  to  which  he  alluded.  As 
upon  this  plan  was  founded  the  general  banking,  or  as  it 
ia  now  called,  the  safety  fund  bill,  which  was  passed  into 
a  law;  and  as  that  was  the  principal,  and,  indeed,  the  only 
important  measure  in  which  he  had  an  active  agency,  and 
which  was  adopted  during  his  short  administration,  I  will 
proceed  immediately  to  present  to  the  reader  a  succinct 
account  of  it:  Joshu^i  Forman,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  who 
had  resided  many  years  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  but 
who  had  lately  removed  to  the  southern  part  of  the  state, 
and  then  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  New-York,  who 
was  bred  a  lawyer,  and  while  he  lived  in  Onondaga  had 
been  principally  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  professioni 
claimed  to  be,  and  no  doubt  was,  the  original  inventor  of 
the  scheme  on  which  the  safety  fund  statute  was  basec 
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Mr.  Forman  was  by  nature  a  projectoa.     He  had  iiiTcal* 
ed  many  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  partics- 
larly  the  mode  of  manufacturing  in  the  peculiar  manner  it 
is  done  by  solar  evaporation  at  the  village  of  Syracuse. 
Indeed,  that  flourishing  village,  destined  at  no  distant  pe- 
riod to  become  a  large  inland  city,  owes  to  his  enterprising 
genius  and  spirit  its  origin,  and  in  a  great  degree  its  pre* 
sent  prosperous  condition.     He  was  also  among  the  firs! 
projectors  and  efficient  supporters  of  the  Erie  canal.     He 
communicated  his  scheme  of  banking  to  Dr.  Isaac  Bros* 
son,  formerly  of  Bridgeport  in  Connecticut,  then  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  a  man  of  vigorous  intellectual  pow- 
ers^  a  shrewd  and  sagacious  financier,  and  an  experienced 
and  successful  banker.     The  discerning  mind  of  Di^  Bron* 
son  soon  led  him  to  approve,  in  substance,  of  Mr.  FoMian'ii 
plan.     The  plan  originally  formed  was,  that  all  the  incor- 
porated banking  companies  in  the  state  should  be  formed 
into  an  association,  so  far  as  that  all  the  companies  should 
be  liable  for  the  responsibilities  assumed  by  each,  and  yet 
the  property  and  profits  held  and  made  by  the  respective 
companies  should  belong  to  them  in  severalty.     It  was 
substaniiaily  placing  the  banks  of  this  state  on  the  same 
footing  with  respect  to  themselves  and  the  public  as  the 
law  of  China  placed  the  Hong  Merchants.     This  project 
was  submitted  by  Mr.  Forman  and  Dr.  Bronson  to  several 
of  the  most  distinguished  capitalists  and  bankers  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  at  first  it  received  their  approba 
tion.     Mr.  Forman,  before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
came  to  Albany  and  submitted  his  plan  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
who  not  being  himself  versed  in  the  mysteries  of  banking, 
referred  it  to  Thomas  W.  Olcott,  Esq.  then  cashier  of  the 
Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank  in  Albany.     He  could  not 
have  selected  a  more  safe,  able  and  judicious  adviser.     I 
need  not  inform  the  reader,  that  Mr.  Olcott  was  a  man  of 
great  native  sagacity,  possessing  a  clear,  strong  and  dia 
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cnniiiating  mind,  capable  of  discerning  almoit  intuitively 
thsieflect  and  final  result  of  any  given  financial  operation, 
libwaliied  and  enlarged  by  much  thinking  and  reflection, 
sbA  iaproved  by  many  years'  active  experience  at  the 
bMi'of  a  leading  moneyed  institution  in  Albany ;  a  atdap 
tioii  .which  rendered  him  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
woriLVig  of  the  system  of  banking,  as  well  in  the  conuner- 
oisi  flMtropolis  as  of  the  various  smaller  banking  compap 
Diet  at  the  west  and  in  the  interior  of  the  state* 

Mr.  Olcott,  at  first  view  of  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Forman, 
fisomered  that  cautious  and  careful  banking  companies 
Mnwr  would  consent  to  make  themselves  liable  for  the 
[larlbi'mance  of  the  contracts  of  the  various  banks  scat- 
tend  over  this  great  state,  from  Long  Island  to  Lake  Erie ; 
ind  TSt  he  was  struck  with  the  great  benefits  which  would 
resnli  to  the  public  by  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which 
iVMid  render  it  the  interest  of  each  bank  to  sustain  the 
sradit  of  all  otiier  banks ;  and  it  was  to  his  skill  and  sa- 
jHfitj,  aided  by  his  experience  and  influence,  in  connec- 
tio»  with  the  personal  influence  among  the  members  of 
ihe  legislature,  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Knower,  and  a  few  other 
tttelligent  and  patriotic  bankers,  that  the  New- York  pub- 
ic are  indebted  for  the  most  perfect  system  of  chartered 
Muking  which  ever  was  invented.  The  public  are  well 
laquainted  with  the  leading  features  of  the  safety  fund 
anr.-    Some  of  its  benefits  are— 

1«  It  aflfords  reasonable  security  to  the  bill  holder,  by 
requiring  the  actual  payment,  by  the  stockhoUers,  of  the 
Bfhole  bank  capital ;  by  restricting  the  issues  of  banks  to  a 
noderate  amount,  and  by  providing  a  fund,  the  preserva- 
LioD  of  which  is  guarantied  by  the  state  for  the  payment 
)f  the  dishonored  bills  of  individual  banks. 

S.  It  is  safe  for  solvent  banks,  because  in  no  event  can 
they  be  required  to  pay  more  than  one-half  of  one  per 
ymX  annually,  on  their  capital,  to  make  good  the  deficien- 
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ciea  of  insolvent  banks ;  whereas  in  some  of  the  statei, 
banks  are  required  to  pay  one  per  cent  on  their  capital 
annually,  to  the  state  treasury,  as  a  bonus  for  their  eschi-' 
sive  privileges;  andbecause  the  law  provides  for  the  ap-< 
[)ointment  of  bank  commissioners,  authorized  and  requirad- 
frequently  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  every  bank  in 
the  state,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  chancellor  to  suspend  tte 
operations  of  all  such  banks  as  they  may  have  reason  to 
believe  arc  making  improvident  issues. 

3.  It  is  beneficial  to  the  banks,  because  tlieir  snccsaii 
depends  upon  acquiring  and  retaining  public  confidence  m 
their  ability  and  punctuality  ;  and  this  system  fumishei^a 
sure  and  permanent  foundation  for  such  confidence.  It  ii 
beneficial  to  the  people,  because  the  system,  besides  the 
security  which  it  affords  to  the  bill  holders  renders  it  the 
interest  of  every  bank  to  support  the  credit  of  all  bankn 

When  the  plan  was  submitted  to  the  assembly,  it  eifr- 
countcred  a  fierce  opposition.  Some  of  the  memben 
probably  opposed  it  because  it  came  from  Mr.  Van  Burdtt ; 
others  were  alarmed  at  the  innovation,  and  viewed  with 
great  horror  any  experiments  upon  what  was  called  tlia 
currency  of  the  state  and  the  mode  of  banking;  while 
others,  and  probably  the  greater  number,  were  influenoed 
by  the  New-York  banks  to  oppose  the  measure. 

The  banks  of  the  city  of  New- York  affected  to  view 
with  utter  aversion  a  system  which,  as  they  alleged,  would 
make  them  partners  of  the  country  banks.  They  regard- 
ed the  scheme  as  an  attempt  to  reduce  their  credit  to  a 
level  with  the  banks  of  the  country ;  whereas  the  eflect 
would  be,  and  has  been,  to  elevate  the  credit  of  the  latter 
at  par,  (after  deducting  the  expense  of  transporting  specie 
from  the  country  banks  to  New-York,)  with  the  city  banks, 
without  depressing  the  credit  of  the  banks  of  the  city. 
They  were  disgusted  at  this  levelling  democratic  principby 
when  applied  to  banks.     Even  some  of  those  New- York 
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gentlemen  who  had  spoken  favorably  of  the  measure  when 
it  was  first  proposed,  after  the  opposition  became  ardent 
ftnd  general  in  that  city,  seemed  anxious  to  conceal  their 
prerious  knowledge  and  approbation  of  any  of  its  fea- 
tures. 
.  Mr.  Paige  of  Schenectady,  was  chairman  of  the  bank 
committee  of  the  assembly — and  to  his  talents,  address  and 
vigorous  efforts  the  public  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  through  that  house.  Indeed,  he  was  the 
aatbor  of  several  valuable  improvements  of  the  bill  as  it 
was  originally  sketched  out  by  its  friends.  Mr.  Olcott 
continued  its  firm  and  fearless  supporter,  and  on  one  oc- 
casion he  told  Mr.  Van  Buren  that  ^^the  only  objection  to 
the  plan  was,  that  it  was  too  perfect J^^  This  declaration 
which  at  first  view  may  seem  absurd,  was  in  letter  and  in 
spirit  true,  and  a  very  few  years'  experience  proved  it  to 
be  so,  as  well  as  the  singular  sagacity  and  forecast  of  the 
author  of  it.  The  system  was  soon  found  to  be  so  advan- 
tageous to  bankers  themselves  that  it  produced  a  pressure 
on  the  legislature  for  charters  which  it  became  almost  im- 
possible to  resist,  and  in  fact  that  pressure  was  some  times 
so  great  that  charters  were  unwisely  and  improperly 
granted,  and  banks  were  multiplied  to  such  an  extent  that 
thewreck  of  the  whole  machinery  has  been  endangered  by 
its  own  enormous  weight. 

The  safety  fund  bill  finally  became  a  law,  and  under  it 
durty-one  banks  were  re-chartered  during  this  session  of 
the  legislature.  But  the  banks  of  the  city  of  New-York 
refused  to  accept  charters  under  the  law.  Their  great  ob- 
jection was  founded  on  a  jealousy  of  the  soundness  and 
.solvency  of  the  country  banks — a  jealousy  which  certain- 
ly existed  without  a  legitimate  cause.  True,  there  have 
oeen  banking  companies  formed  in  the  country  upon  an 
onsafe  and  unsound  basis — but  I  hazard  little  in  the  asser* 
Jrin  that  in  general  the  country  banks  rest  upon  a  more 
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■afe  foundation  than  those  of  the  city.  The  present  isttit 
the  proper  time  or  place  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  p<iit 
tion. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  the  state,  and  more  so  for  the  dlj 
of  New-York,  that  a  large  portion  of  their  most  estimtllAe 
citizens,  and  especially  of  their  representatives  in  the 
legislature,  have  not  properly  appreciated  the  true  dhmty 
ter  of  the  banking  and  other  institutions  of  the  countty, 
nor  have  they  in  general  judged  correctly  of  the  charaeteTi 
intelligence  and  principles  of  action  of  the  mass  of  the 
country  population.  The  citizen,  probably  unknowni  1o 
himself,  gradually  imbibes  the  false  notion  that  not  oiily 
capital  but  a  correct  knowledge  of  business  is  confined  to 
the  city.  This  impression,  especially  when  acting  ai  a 
legislator,  frequently  leads  him  into  gross  errors. 

At  a  subsequent  session,  the  banks  of  New- York  wen 
very  glad  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  their  charters  under  the 
safety  fund  law. 

Although  Mr.  Van  Buren  can  not  and  does  not  climi 
to  be  the  originator  of  this  excellent  measure,  he  is  eii- 
titled  to  much  credit  for  having  the  sagacity  to  perceive 
its  utility,  and  the  independence  to  recommend  and  wa^ 
port  it.  Much  of  the  merits  of  a  statesman  depends  upon 
his  skill  in  selecting  proper  advisers  and  his  steadioev 
and  perseverance  in  following  good  advice.  It  was  by 
this  means  that  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sovereigiw 
of  Great  Britain  merited  the  splendid  reputation  which 
she  acquired.  In  respect  to  this  important  measure,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  certainly  deserves  great  praise  for  the  selection 
of  counsellors,  and  for  the  fidelity,  skill  and  address  with 
which,  as  governor  of  the  state,  he  aided  in  giving  eflbct 
to  their  suggestions  and  advice. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  office  of  go^ 
emor.  necessarily  produced  his  resignation  as  a  senator  in 
congress.     After  some  consultation,  Charles  E.  Dudley  of 
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Albany,  lately  a  state  senator,  of  whose  amiable  disposi- 
tion and  excellent  private  character  I  have  heretofore  spo- 
fcen,  was  fixed  upon  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Dudley  was  a 
tetlve  of  one  of  the  eastern  states,  I  believe  Rhode  Island, 
Mud  pretty  early  in  life  had  acquired  a  handsome  estate,  by 
airery  successful  commercial  business.  He  had  connected 
himself  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  most  respectable  and 
VBctent  families  in  Albany ;  and  by  his  courteous  deport- 
ntont  and  benevolent  conduct,  had  secured  the  esteem  and 
twpect  of  all  with  whom  he  was  acquainted.  In  some 
xteipects  he  was  qualified  to  be  useful  as  a  member  of  the 
national  legislature.  He  was  well  acquainted  vrith  the 
hanking  and  commercial  business  of  the  country.  His 
deportment  was  gentlemanly,  and  he  was  a  man  of  strict 
integrity  and  honor.  He  was  a  warm  personal  and  politi- 
cal friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  was  not,  however,  dis- 
tinguished for  vigorous  mental  powers.  He  was  not  only 
indisposed,  but  incapable  of  taking  any  share  in  the  de- 
bate of  the  senate ;  and  so  extreme  was  his  modesty,  that 
he  was  unable  to  exert,  even  in  private  circles,  that  influ- 
ence to  which,  from  his  experience,  his  age,  and  his  stand- 
ing in  society,  he  was  fairly  entitled.  There  were  at  the 
time,  in  the  Jackson  party,  several  other  more  efficient  and 
talented  men  than  Mr.  Dudley,  who  would  have  been  grat- 
ified with  an  election  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  for  Mr.  Dudley.  He  received  in  the 
senate  twenty-three  and  in  the  assembly  seventy-nine 
votes. 

About  this  time  a  habit  of  intemperance  had  become  so 
fixed  and  settled  upon  Mr.  Talcott,  as  to  render  his  resig- 
nation of  the  office  of  attorney  general  absolutely  neces- 
sary. All  men  regretted  the  loss  of  the  services  of  this 
able  and  learned  lawyer,  as  well  as  the  cause  which  pro- 
duced it. 
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Greene  C.  Bronnon  (at  present  a  juBtice  of  the  Mipreaw 
court,}  was  appointed  his  successor.  Mr.  Bronwu,  it  will 
be  recollected,  in  the  year  1822,  was  a  .Clintooioa  member 
of  the  assembly  from  the  county  of  Oneida.  But  loi^ 
'  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Clinton,  he  had  changed  his  pou- 
tion  from  Uiat  of  a  supporter  to  that  of  a  political  oppc^ 
ncnt. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Marcy  to  the  office  of  judge 
of  the  supreme  court,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  Albany  Re- 
gency. Zealous,  firm  and  decided,  though  franit  aod  opeo 
in  his  political  conduct,  he  was  esteemed  and  respected  n 
well  by  opponents  as  friends.  His  acceptance  of  the  of- 
fice of  a  judge,  neceesarily  withdrew  him  from  the  aclivr 
management  of  political  concerns. 

Silas  Wright,  jun.,  a  member  of  congress,  aod  wbo^ 
while  state  senator,  had  afibrdcd  abundant  proofs  not  onlj 
of  his  rigid  adherence  to  party  tactics,  and  of  tact  and 
shrewdness  as  a  party  manager,  but  of  mental  vigor  and 
capacity,  was  selected  for  the  new  comptroller.  Here 
was  a  man,  brought  up  tn  one  of  the  country  towu  oi 
Vermont,  and  from  thence  transferred  to  the  wilds  of  the 
county  of  St  Lawrence,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  cota- 
plicated  financial  operations  of  the  great  State  of  Nen^ 
York.  But  unaccountable  as  it  may  seem,  Mr.  Wright 
soon  proved  himself  amply  competent  to  discharge  the 
trust  which  had  been  conferred  upon  him.  It  is  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  high  mental  powers  of  this  man,  that 
in  whatever  situation  he  has  been  placed,  he  has  instantly 
exhibited  talents  equal  lo  the  able  performance  of  the  du- 
ties which  has  been  cast  upon  him.  The  other  state  offi- 
cers, A.  C.  Flogg,  secretary  of  state;  Abraham  Keyser, 
treasurer;  Simeon  De  Witt,  surveyor  general;  and  Alex- 
ander M.  Muir,  commissary  general,  were  re-elected  al- 
most without  opposition. 


l)li!ij!d;}  or  Nxw-roRit. 

AK'  Van  Buren  renewed  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Mosi^ 
ly  to  the  office  of  circuit  judge  in  the  place  of  Li^iit.  Gov. 
"rtSMop/  ahd  the  senate  confirmed  the  nomindtion.  This 
dlfjiiNffiErAent  left  vacant  the  office  of  special  counsel  foi^' 
iH^MUkitioti  and  prosecution  of  those  conc^m^  ih  th6 
iMMM^  of  Morgan.  Mr.  Van  Buren  selected  John  0. 
S^dtkkhr'  OB  the  successor  of  Mr.  Moseljr,  and  he  could  nWt 
UkVB'niade  a  better  selection.  The  wondet  is,  hoW  s6 
lijlid'a'patty  man  as  MK  Van  Buren  was,  came  to  appoint 
a^fMlitfcal  opponent  to  so  important  an  office.  The  f6t 
ISHHiUli  considerations  may  account  for  it: 

^tfb^  office  could  not  have  been  a  desirable  one,  while'  at 
tW  rttoliie  time  all  parties  were  well  convinced  that  it  re- 
4Urtd  a  man  of  talents  and  great  moral  courage  to  dilt 
iHkltJiJe  its  duties  properly.  I  say  it  was  not  a  desirable 
dAbfe,  blicause,  if  the  prosecutions  were  not  pursued  with 
ffidit  vigor,  and  even  if  they  were  so  pursued,  if  they 
dMiAld  happen  to  be  unsuccessful,  there  was  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  anti-masons,  in  the  heat  of  their  excite* 
liK&^^'Wbuld  impute  the  failure  to  the  want  of  energy,  or 
tS'tBi^  treachery  of  the  special  attorney.  On  the  other 
YUHHif  if  he  discharged  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by  the  act, 
v^j^cft'biisly  and  with  fidelity,  he  would  draw  down  upon 
HbMeVr  the  hostility  of  the  masons,  who,  in  that  region  of 
tHi%fate,  and  indeed,  in  every  other  part  of  it,  were  a 
pMHi)fTul  and  united  body  of  men. 

if  the  plan  succeeded  in  detecting  and  punishing  the 
IJtStty'^,  and  in  quieting  the  excitement  among  the  people, 
thWthe  measure  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his 
frfoiid^  and  tney  were  entitled  to  applause  for  it;  if  it 
failed,' then  its  failure  might  be  charged  upon  Mr.  Spencer 
aild'hili  friends,  who  were  firm  opponents  of  the  Jackson 
pttiy<-  A  finer  specimeti  of  the  peculiar  tact  of  Mr.  Van 
BWAi  can  scarcely  be  found  than  that  exhibited  in  makin|^ 
this  comparatively  unimportant  appointment.     Thi» 
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the  last  appoiotmeat  made  by  Mr.  Van  Bureo  u  govenmr 
of  the  Blale. 

Within  a  few  dfyy  after  the  inauguratioD  of  Gen.  Jact 
■on  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  Statea,  Ifr. 
Van  Buren  received  notice  of  hi*  appointment  as  aecretafy 
of  state  of  the  United  Slates,  and  on  the  12th  of  Marc^ 
communicated  bis  resignation  of  the  office  of  goTeroor  to 
the  legislature.  Upon  the  annunciation  of  this  ctHiununi- 
cation,  both  houses  passed  resolutions  of  coogratulatioo 
and  of  thanks,  highly  complimentary  to  Mr.  Van  Buran, 
In  the  senate,  Mr.  Mayoard  made  some  resistance,  princi- 
pally on  the  ground,  ihat  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  consented 
to  stand  a  candidate  fur  the  office  of  governor,  he  gaveao 
implied  pledge  that  if  elected,  he  would  serve  through  the 
gubernatorial  term;  and  that,  therefore,  the  senate  could 
not  adopt  the  second  resolution  proposed,  which  approved 
of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  abandoning  the  kt- 
Tjce  of  the  state  for  that  of  the  national  govemmesL  The 
Gf)position  of  Mr.  Maynard  proved  inefiectuaL 

Mr.  Throop,  on  wliom  the  executive  government  i^  the 
Btate  DOW  devolved,  on  taking  leave  of  the  senate,  deliv- 
ered a.long,  and  what  may  be  properly  called,  inaugural 
address,  in  which  be  undertook  to  gel  forth  bis  viewi  ni 
the  true  policy  of  the  state,  and  the  leading  principles  whicji 
would  govern  him  in  administcnng  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government,*  He  laid  down  some  general 
maxims  of  government,  which  were  very  correct,  and  in 
which  all  agree.  On  the  subject  of  internal  improvement 
he  spoke  in  terms  highly  laudatory,  but  be  does  not  "  cos»- 
mil  himself"  either  for  or  against  the  policy  of  nu- 
king, at  the  expense  of  the  state,  additional  canals.  In 
short,  like  most  inaugurals,  it  consisted  principally  of  pu^ 
ting  forth  many  general  propositions  like  the  aaeertion^ 
that  all  power  is  derived  from  the  people;  that  all  men 
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ire  politically  equal,  &c,  without  declaring  himself  in  fa- 
ror  of  or  adverse  to  any  particular  measure. 
.  Mr.  Throop,  after  concluding  his  remarks  upon  mea- 
uatMf  devotes  the  residue  of  his  address,  which  is  much 
tlia  largest  portion  of  it,  to  a  dissertation  on  political  par- 
ties. His  views  on  that  subject,  though  in  general  liberal, 
do  not  strike  me  as  particularly  luminous. 

The  new  governor  sets  off  by  affirming  that,  *'of  the 
piAtical  parties  known  to  our  history,  there  has  been  one, 
and  bat  one,  which,  from  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
itittttion  to  the  present  day,  has  maintained  an  unvaried 
character,  and  has  constantly  held  the  public  good  for  its 
ob|ect"  Now  this  would  be  a  pretty  bold  assertion  for  a 
partiaan  political  writer  to  make.  Grov.  Throop  is  the 
first  and  last  statesman  who  ever  ventured  on  so  bold  an 
aesertion.in  a  grave  executive  communication  to  a  co-ordi- 
dale  department  of  the  government.  Mr.  T.  howevery 
very  complacently,  soon  assures  us  that  he  has  always  be- 
loDged  to  this  immaculate  party.  Mr.  Throop's  remarics 
upon  the  anti-masonic  excitement,  and  upon  the  improprie- 
ty of  making  the  outrage  committed  on  Morgan,  a  foun- 
datioD  on  which  to  buikl  a  political  party,  are  exceedingly 
just  and  highly  commendable.  The  address  was  badly 
written.  Indeed,  one  great,  and  perhaps  I  ought  to  say 
ike  great,  defect  of  Gov.  Throop  as  a  statesman  in  a  pop- 
ular government,  was  want  of  ability  as  a  writer.  I  do 
not  consider  this  as  evidence  of  a  want  of  talent  general- 
ly. Some  of  our  most  eloquent  men  are  very  indifferent 
^mters,  and  some  men  who  write  well  can  not  speak  ex- 
temporaneously, and  indeed  have  little  other  talent  One 
of  the  greatest  men  the  world  ever  produced,  (Oliver 
Cromwell,)  could  neither  speak  nor  write,  but  could  think 
and  act  superior  to  any  other  man.  The  formation  of 
ideas  in  the  mind,  and  comparing  and  adjudicating  upon 
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them  ifi  one  thing;  a  deicription  of  (haw  idau  tnf  ww^ 
either  verbally  ot  wdttes^  ii  aaotber.     [Am  JtblaK.^ 

Tbe  addreat  of  Gov.  'Hiixk^  now  uodar  eoMMfenlioa, 
as  a  wbde,,  notwithatandiog  tbe  aniamdvenrim*  rontainai 
in  the  piecediDE  paragnpb,  containa  manji  ttuy  wsB 
worthy  of  tiw  BtteDtioo  of  t]ie  patrioti  nadatatnninun. 

He  suggests  that  the  oatural  aod  inevitdile  tsodfeiNj  aV 
pajity  diviqiooB,  baaed  upon  conflictjog;  <^iiHOiia  ia  mgaid 
to  cooatitutioDal  law  or  the  measures  of  ao  existing'  adran- 
iptratioDi  is,  to  form  the  whole  maas  of  men  into  two  gnat 
parties.  The  slight  shades  of  dif!hreDce  in  the  c^niov  of 
individuals,  will,  as  he  thinks,  gradually  ntniah,  and  tb» 
desire  of  political  asoandaocy  will  soon  arra^  all  da— 
of  men  into  two  solid  columns,  the  one  for,  and  the  otbar 
qgaimt,  those  who  stand  at  the  helm  of  government  Par- 
tu»  thus  organized  be  deems  useful,  because  "they  watch 
and  scan,  each  other's  doings,  the  public  mind  is  instniotad' 
by  ample  discussion  of  public  measures,  and  acta  of  rio> 
IVRce.  are  restrained  by  the  convictions  of  the  peofde,  that* 
thfl  prevailing  measures  are  the  result  of  mhghtened* 
rattson." 

The  vigilance  with  which  parties  watch  each  other  ^k 
questionably  furnishes  a  great,  and  it  is  to  ba  hofwd  ^, 
effectual,  security  against  any  flagrant  outrags  ofthedoia* 
inant  party  on  the  liberties  or  interest  of  the  comiMMit]n[- 
butthc  Governor  might,  1  think  with  great  prapriety^ha**' 
added,  that  the  vigilance  with  which  an  opiKtaingpartyf- 
Bcrutiouses  tbe  acts  of  the  party  in  power,  may-afibrdi' 
another  safeguard  against  oppression  and  corruptioOy  b^ 
inducing  a  party  who  -wish  to  overthrow  atr  exiatingad* 
miaistration,  to  expose  such  corruption  and  oppreasion  so- 
efiectually,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  will 'deem  it  their 
duty,  by  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign  authority  aa  indv^ 
peodent  freeaieo,  to  change  the  adminittntion  by  pean'  ■ 
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ably  and  quieUy  remotihg  from  office  tb^  authon  of  those 
obnoxious  measures  at  the  polls  of  the  next  election. 

Charlea  StebbinSy  a  senator  from  Madisoa  coanty^  was 
elected  president  of  the  senate,  and  was  therefore  ejMiffir 
em  Ueutenant  governor. 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  was  agaiil 
bRMght  into  the  assembly;  but  the  first  section  of  it, 
which  contained  the  enacting  clause^  was  rejected  in  corh 
miltee  of  the  whole  by  a  small  majority.  The  committee 
nae  and  reported,  when  Mr.  Johnson  from  Odeida^  moved 
an  amendment,  directing  the  route  to  be  again  surveyed 
OBder  the  immediate  inspection  of  the  canal  commission- 
erii  and  prescribing  certain  conditions  upon  which  alone 
the  commissioners  should  be  authorized  to  commence  the 
work.  The  bill  was  subsequently  so  amended,  that  be- 
fixe  the  commissioners  were  permitted  to  contract  for  ma- 
king the  canal,  they  should  be  convinced  that  the  cost  of 
the  construction  of  it  would  not  exceed  one  million  of 
dollars;  that  there  wouki  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  water, 
and  that  it  would  produce  for  the  first  ten  years  after  its 
ooDstruction,  an  amount  of  tolls  which  should  be  equal  to 
the  interest  upon  its  cost,  together  with  the  repairs  and 
the  expense  of  attendance.  The  commissioners  were  fur- 
tlmr  required  to  report  to  the  next  legislature  whether  the 
evidence  elicited  by  their  survey  and  examination  had  pro- 
dnoed  in  their  minds  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  these 
positions.  The  legislature,  by  this  act,  merely  took  the 
representation  of  the  applicants  for  this  improvement  to 
be  tme,  or  rather  they  required  them  to  convince  the  c»- 
aal  commissioners  that  those  representations  were  true  ; 
and  if  they  did  so,  then  the  state  agreed  to  construct  the 
canaL  Of  this  course,  it  seems  to  me,  the  applicants  iMd 
no  right  to  complain. 

An  act  for  constructing  the  Chemung  canal  pasted  the 
aSMinbly  by  a  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirly-oBeL    The 
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same  bill  during  this  session  passed  the  senate  and  became 
a  law. 

Mr.  £.  C.  Gross,  the  talented  member  from  Essex  coun- 
ty, died  before  the  close  of  this  seBsion  of  the  dobiium 
One  of  the  Albany  daily  papers   thus  spoke  of 
■■d  si  kis  death. 

I  formerly  a  member  oi'  congress,  ud 
bvAs'ljIlitVS' years  had  been  in  the  assembly  of  this 
lia  man  of  great  vigor  of  mind,  as  may  be 
t  fad,  that  during  this  session,  it  has  been  k 
;,  thai  hn  usas  the  ablest  man  in  ike  Amu&' 
Wbeaerer  be  qmke,  which  was  not  often,  he  was  UsteBHli  I 
to  witb  mAriwd  tttontion,  and  he  had  an  influence  com-' 
•pondii^  wi^i'  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  him.  His> 
qieech  mt  the  oooimencemcnt  of  the  sessioti,  in  liupportof 
ha  raHdntioa  to  abrogate  the  two-third  provision  in  the) 
oOMtitatkn,  neeivcd  the  highest  applause  from  ait  ^iho' 
faeanl  or  read  it  As  a  man,  he  was  held  in  high  regnd,i 
and  many  tean  of  friendship  will  bedew  his  grave."     *- . 

He  was  the  victim  of  intemperance.  .— i 

On  the  4th  of  May,  Gen.  Robert  Bogardus,  an  vptifjU- 
and  hworable  man,  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate,  all4g-i 
ing  aa  a  raaion  that  the  avails  of  his  professional  businesa, 
were  necessary  for  the  support  of  his  family,  and  thai  tm- 
UmgBT  contiDuaace  in  the  senate  would  produce  a  total 
•aariflce  of  that  business.  His  withdrawal  from  the  loffit*- 
btnre  wae  nmTersally  regretted.  > 

The  laglBlatiire,  after  the  longest  session  before  that  tine 
ever  held,  adjoamed  on  the&thof  May,  after  passing  mora' 
then  three  handred  laws,  re-chartering  a  great  number  of 
faanka  and  chartering  eleven  new  ones. 

The  reoenble  John  Jay  died  on  the  17th  of  May,  M 
hb  maiwioD  hoiue  in  Bedford,  at  the  advanced  age  of, 
e^^>tbree  jmstb.  Although  he  had  been  "  long  rcnuno* 
bend,"  ha  waa-not  entirely  forgotten.   The  supreme 
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being  in  eession  in  New  York,  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar 
held  a  meeting,  of  which  David  B.  Ogden  was  chairman, 
and  John  Suydam  was  secretary,  and  at  which  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  consisting  of  Greene  C.  Bronson,  James 
Tallmadge,  J.  A.  Spencer,  D.  S.  Jones,  G.  Griffin,  and  J. 
J.  Rosevelt,  who  reported,  among  others,  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

**Resohedj  That  the  members  of  this  bar  are  impressed 
with  deep  grief  upon  the  decease  of  their  illustrious  bro- 
ther, John  Jay.  They  find,  however,  a  consolation  in  the 
reflection,  that  his  conduct  through  a  long  and  useful  life, 
has  given  a  lustre  to  our  profession,  and  to  this  bar;  and 
that  while  his  character  for  private  virtues  and  public 
worth  has  justly  endeared  him  to  the  nation,  his  patriot- 
ism, his  great  talents  as  a  statesman,  and  his  great  ac- 
quirements as  a  jurist — his  eminent  piety  as  a  Christiab, 
and  probity  as  a  man,  all  unite  to  present  him  to  the  pub- 
Kc  as  an  example  whose  radiance  points  to  the  attainment 
of  excellence." 

The  memory  of  this  great  and  good  man  will  be  em- 
balmed in  the  heart  of  every  true  friend  to  liberty,  virtue 
and  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  her  civil  institutions,  as  long  as  the  history  of  this 
state  and  nation  shall  be  known  and  read. 

Notwithstanding  Gen.  Jackson  had,  in  his  letter  of  ad- 
vice to  Mr.  Monroe,  counselled  him  that  the  period  had 
arrived  when  the  executive  authority  of  the  nation  might 
with  propriety  avail  itself  of  the  services  of  every  citi- 
len,  without  regard  to  the  political  party  of  which  he 
had  been  a  member,  he  had,  in  his  inaugural  address,  ex- 
pressed a  determination  to  effect  a  thorough  reform  in  the 
government.  The  reform  to  which  he  alluded  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Duff  Green,  the  government  printer,  to 
mean  a  "  searching*^  inquiry  for  all  those  in  office  who  had 
opposed  his  election,  with  a  view  to  their  removal.     The 


81^9  poLiricAL  puROBT  [US^ 

detenoioation  wu  tnost  rigidly  carried  into  eflbcL  R«- 
movak  were  general  and  numeroui,  not  only  ••  reipeotad 
the  great  oflicerB  of  itate,  but  the  petty  officen  of  the  cui- 
tomB,  their  cicrka  and  tide  waiten,  and  most  of  the  dqiu^ 
post-masters,  were  made  to  feel  the  oflects  of  the  refoN 
mation.  This  thorough  and  universal  change  waa  impu- 
ted, and  perhaps  with  some  Justice,  to  theinflueace  of  Bfr. 
Van  Buren,  who  it  was  said,  was  introducing  into  the  ntr 
lional  government  party  disciphne  and  the  New  York  fsyp- 
tern  of  rewards  and  punishmenls. 

The  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Adams  was  directly  the  re- 
verse. In  general,  when  oiBccs  became  vacant  by  death 
or  resignation,  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  the  friendt  of 
the  administration;  but  he  utterly  refused  to  mal(«  remo- 
vals csclusively  on  the  ground  of  the  political  prindpleil 
of  the  incumbents. 

Parties  will  exist  in  every  free  government,  and  luc^ 
have  bocome  the  habits  of  thinking  of  the  members  of  bot)^ 
the  great  political  parties  in  the  state  of  New  York,  thfit 
(whether  it  be  wrong  or  right  is  not  now  the  queslioa)  I 
much  doubt  if  any  party  can  sustain  itself  here  which  docf 
pot  remove  its  opponents  when  it  hng  the  power  of  .doiDg 
so  and  appoint  its  own  friends  in  their  place.  The  even) 
proved  that  a  majority  of  the  people  condemned  tbecoifrf^ 
pursued  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  approved  of  that  of  General 
Jackson. 

John  Becker,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Albany,  ifu  f^- 
movcd  from  office  by  Gov.  Throop,  for  official  misconduct 
This  was  the  second  instance  of  the  removal  of  an  officer 
by  the  governor  under  the  new  constitution.  The  first 
was  the  removal  of  Bruce,  sheriff  of  Niagara,  by  Governor 
Clinton,  for  a  participation  in,  or  an  official  connivance  at| 
the  abduction  of  Morgan.  Both  removals  received  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  the  public. 
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jl94)^4nQnth  of  September,  Judge  Bird«9)l  ^iiQ^^ed  the 
fiS^  ^  judge  of  Uie  eighty  cirowt,  and  for  tbe  fHjurpaw 
fif  IMPpIyiqg  IM  and  oU^er  vacapcie^,  Gov.  Throof^  ^ 
Hmg^w^ation,  convetoed  the  senate  in  tbe  city  of  N^w^ 
%?^  /W  1ibe  99d  of  Septe^nber,  at  which  time  and  piaoe 
Ao  UNPfLte,  by  adjounuoent,  weire  in  Bepsion  ap  a  court  of 
flipiyi.  Pn  the  234  of  Septe^oiber,  A^di^on  Gardoer  of 
JUsgl^egte^  wa9  no^ninated  and  appointed  the  auccetsaor  </ 
Judge  Birdsall.  This  appointment  was  a  good  one,  ap4 
mf '^1^1  receiyc^  in  the  eighth  diatrict 

j^g^WPt  omit  -to  mention  in  this  place  the  audden  aad 
Ipieated  ,4eath  of  that  eminent  and  learned  lawyer  John 
Jf,  ^fiffTYf  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  waa  appointed 
AfpHtUy^r  of  the  state  by  Gov.  Jay,  cod  held  that  ofBof 
WUI  iWQQyed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  in  1801. 
Of  Mr.  Henry's  public  character,  and  of  his  determinai' 
Ijgfi  jip  ratire  from  political  life  and  political  contests,  ta- 
}lip  fH  the  time  of  his  removal,  I  have  before  qpoken.  I 
(Mire  now  only  to  say  that  he  strictly  and  religiously  kept 
ibut resolution;  and  by  his  assiduous  application  to  the  du- 
tMP  lof  his  profession,  and  his  distinguished  talents  and  high 
^nA  deserved  character  for  integrity  and  honor,  acquired 
as  a  dtizen  and  a  lawyer  a  most  enviable  reputation.  The 
ptat  superiority  of  Mr.  Henry  as  an  advocate,  consisted 
in  hii  skill  in  condensing  his  argument — ^in  saying  every 
ibing  which  could  be  said  in  favor  of  the  position  he  wish- 
ed to  establish,  with  the  fewest  possible  number  of  words. 
Th^fe  words  were  selected  in  the  best  possible  manner. 
Sp  never  used  a  single  word  but  such  as  was  the  very 
|i^  to  express  precisely  the  idea  he  desired  to  impress  on 
tbe  mind  of  his  hearer.  Of  course,  he  was  neither  florid 
Mr  brilliant,  but  luminous  and  strictly  logical,  and  at  times 
pawerfuUy  eloquent. 

The  account  of  his  death  is  thus  giveq  m  an  Albany 
liily  paper  of  the  28d  October: 
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"TioB  dutinguiBhed  man  ii  no  more.  He  attended  the 
•opreme  court  on  Wednesday  monung,  and  on  hia  wiy 
from  there  about  11  o'clock,  when  opporite  the  houte  flf 
Chandler  Starr  in  State-Btreet,  waa  seized  with  an  apoplofr 
tit  lit.  He  was  taken  into  Mr.  Starr's,  and  medical  ail 
was  immediately  rendered.  He  lingered  till  half  past  two 
o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  when  hia  mighty  spirit  wii 
yielded  up  to  the  God  who  gave  it  His  age  wu  aboat 
«ity-four. 

"  The  death  of  Hbnky  is  a  public  calamity.  Ilie  tnn 
which  his  family  shed  over  his  lifeless  form,  fall  not  alone. 
Those  who  respect  the  probity,  the  independence,  dw 
gallant  bearing,  and  the  high  talent  which  sometimei  ra- 
deem  human  nature  from  suspicion,  must  also  lament  tha 
fall  of  auch  a  man  as  this,  in  whom  these  traila  weore  M 
happily  combined. 

"And  so  depart  with  a  fearful  rapidity,  the  sagea,  tha 
statesmen,  and  the  jurists  of  our  day.  Clinton,  and  We% 
and  Emmet,  and  Henry,  have  in  their  turn  ceased  to  be. 
And  what  a  lesson  to  mankind  do  their  sudden  deaths  in^ 
part  One  by  one  the  wise  and  the  virtuous  fall  into  tbtt 
deep  gulph  of  time,  and  yet  thousands  tread  thoughtlesdy 
upon  the  solemn  verge. 

"  What  a  close  for  the  active  and  healthful  spirit  of  tha 
man,  who  yesterday  was  the  idol  of  his  friends,  the  on»- 
mcnt  of  his  native  city,  the  pride  of  the  bar,  the  eloquent 
defender  of  the  oppressed. 

"  What  a  sad  duty  is  this  which  friendship  performa,  to 
cast  its  cypress  wreath  upon  the  grave  of  the  truest  and 
the  best,  when  much  more  dear  would  have  been  the 
grateful  office  of  crowning  his  living  forehead  with  lan- 
rels,  and  of  bestowing  upon  living  merit,  the  chaste  eolc^ 
gy  of  deserved  praise. 

"The  supreme  court  of  this  state,  which  is  in  si 
the  city  of  Albany,  adjourned  on  Friday  without  ( 
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any  banness  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  John.  V. 
Hmivr. 

**Qn  the  opening  of  the  court,  Daniel  Cady,  ESaq.  aroae 
•ad  obaerved  that  the  duty  had  devolved  upon  him  to 
anioiince  to  the  court  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Henry,  a 
■anior  and  most  distinguished  member  of  the  bar.  This 
awful,  and  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  afflicting  dispen 
■ation  of  Providence,  was  so  sensibly  felt  by  the  members 
of  the  bar  in  attendance  upon  the  court,  as  to  unfit  them 
for  the  discharge  of  their  ordinary  duties;  and  satisfied 
that  the  court  must  participate  in  those  feelings,  he  was 
iadneed  to  move  that  they  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 

''The  chief  justice,  after  observing  that  the  motion  made 
aoomrded  well  with  the  feelings  of  the  court,  who  deemed 
it  due  to  the  memory  of  so  distinguished  a  man  as  Mr. 
Henry,  that  this  mark  of  respect  should  be  shown,  direct- 
ed the  court  to  be  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning." 

The  November  election  exhibited  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority in  favor  of  the  Jackson  candidates.  Seven  of  the 
eight  senatorial  districts  elected  Jackson  senators,  and 
some  of  them  by  very  large  majorities.  Mr.  Beardsley, 
in  the  sixth,  received  about  six  thousand  majority.  That 
majority,  however,  was  somewhat  increased  by  his  per- 
sonal popularity  in  his  own  county,  (Otsego,)  where  he 
obtained  more  than  twelve  hundred  majority  over  his  op- 
ponent, Mr.  Mumford,  the  anti-masonic  candidate.  Two 
years  before,  the  county  of  Otsego  had  returned  anti-ma- 
aonic  members  to  the  assembly.  This  year  the  average 
Jackson  majority  was  above  one  thousand.  In  the  assem- 
bly too,  the  Jackson  party  elected  a  very  large  majority. 

The  result  of  this  election  showed  pretty  satisfactorily, 
that  the  anti-masonic  excitement  could  not  be  made  to 
extend,  in  this  state,  much  beyond  the  eighth  district. 
which  was  the  immediate  theatre  of  the  outrage  commit- 
ted on  the  imfortunate  Morgan.     Hence  this  district  fc- 
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ceived  the  appellatioo  of  **  the  mfeeied  dbtrict**  Tkt  m^ 
ti-masoos  of  tlie  west  had  attempted  to  create  a  state  «■! 
national  party,  as  we  have  seen  m  anotliBr  part  of  Iheae 
sketches,  and  when  that  was  perceived,  aiany,  wad  I  foaj 
say,  nearly  all  the  masons  belonging  to  the  Adams  fMurty; 
alarmed  at  what  they  believed  to  be  the  proaeriprtive  api* 
rit  of  anti-masonry,  preferred  the  ascendancy  of  the  Al- 
bany Regency  to  the  domination  of  antMiasona,  and 
ther  secretly  or  openly  exerted  thdr  iafliience  and 
their  votes  in  favor  of  the  Jackson  party.  Thia  cinsai 
stance  swelled  the  Jackson  majority;  and  probably 
politicians  of  that  party  were  deceived  by  this  appearanoa 
of  strength,  some  part  of  which  was  in  fact  adventitioDS^ 
and  ready  and  disposed  at  any  favorable  moment  to  wiga 
a  fierce  war  against  them. 
The  senators  chosen  at  this  election  were: 
From  the  first  District,  Alpheus  Sherman,  and 

Jonathan  S.  Conkling, 
*'  Second  do.,  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadgei 

**  Third     do.,  William  Dietz, 

**  Fourth  do.,  Isaac  Greer, 

''  Fifth      do.,  Alvin  Bronson, 

''  Sixth      do.,  Levi  Beardsley, 

"  Seventh  do.,  Thomas  Armstrong, 

"  Eighth  do.,  Albert  H.  Tracy. 

All  these  gentlemen  were  decided  Jackson  men,  exespl 
Mr.  Tracy. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVr. 

(Fram  Jul  1,  IflaO,  10  Jan.  1, 188L] 

I 

'  'ib&MuiB  portioii  of  the  acting  governor's  annual  me«- 
Mge  consisted  in  a  presentation  of  his  views  on  the  peni- 
Imliaiy  system  uid  the  criminal  laws  of  the  state  of  New- 
YMl    His>  remarks  on  that  subject  are  very  judicious, 

flod  are  creditable  to  him  as  a  statesman  and  philanthro- 

•  _ 

He  tfainks  the  punishment  of  death  ought'  not  to  be  in- 
iieted  for  any  species  of  burglary;  and  that  that  dreadful 
penalty  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  crimes  of  murder  and 
tveason  only;  May  not  some  other  punishment  be  substi- 
tuted, even  in  these  cases,  less  distressing  and  less  agoni-* 
to  the  feelings  of  civilized  man  1  When  this  message 
delivered,  no  suitable  provisions  were  made  by  law 
tor-  the  care  and  support  of  insane  persons.  The  gover- 
nor: nukes  the  following  impressive  and  eloquent  appeal  in 
behalf  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  human  beings: 

**  By  the  census  of  1825,  it  was  ascertained  that  there 
at  the  time  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  insane  pern- 
io the  state.  Of  these,  two  hundred  and  sixty-three 
wave  of  sufficient  ability-  to  pay  for  their  own  support ; 
two  hundred  and  eight  were  in  jail  or  supported  by  ctMa> 
ty$  leaving  three  hundred  and  forty-^ht  insane  paupers 
at.  large,  a  terror  to  others,  and  suffisring,  in  addition  to 
nMBtal  derangement,  all  the  privations  attending  penury 
and  want.  The  condition  of  those  under  poor-house  reg- 
ulations, or  confined  in  jails,  is,  if  possible,  worse.  No 
(wrsoo  of  sensibility  can  look  upon  these  sufferers,  in  their 
iindl  cells,  surrounded  by  a  bad  atmosphere,  sometimes 
Qhaioeilrto  the  walls,  and  witness  their  dejected  or  wild 
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ladness,  without  a  feeling  of 
»e  hoped  for  under  such  cir- 
nces  are  not  rare,  of  persons 
icurable  maotacs  by  those  in- 

1  being  made  by  the  stale  in 
uid  wishes  which  this  appeal 
lion. 

cinct  and  pretty  clear  view  of 
e  alludcfl  to  the  fact  that  (he 
process  of  diminution,  and 
^ient  to  defray  the  ordinary 
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Dgmented,  at  no  distant  day,  from  a  new  source.  The 
atiei  upon  the  importation  of  merchandise  are  secured  by 
le  oonstitution  of  the  United  States  to  the  general  goT- 
mment,  and  have  been  its  great  source  of  revenue  for  all 
urpoies.  In  a  very  few  years  the  national  debt  will  be 
aid  oS,  and  as  but  a  small  portion  of  the  revenue  will  be 
onmimed  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  within 
lie  ooDStitutional  limits,  and  as  there  are  prudential  rea- 
for  continuing  the  duties  to  a  certain  extent,  there 
be  DO  valid  objection  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
etenue  among  the  states,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  dis- 
retion.  If  constitutional  obstacles  exist  against  the  mea- 
ure,  they  may  be  removed  by  constitutional  means.'' 

The  governor  here  asserts  that  '*  there  are  prudential 
easons  for  continuing  the  duties  to  a  greater  extent"  than 
nil  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  general 
^vemment,  and  he  says,  '*  There  can  be  no  valid  object 
ioD  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue"  [thus 
aised]  ''among  the  states,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  dis- 
cretion." He  adds,  however,  "  If  there  are  constitution- 
ilobjections,  those  objections  may  be  removed,"  &c. 

In  the  year  1817,  a  bill  passed  the  two  houses  of -con- 
rress  for  the  distribution,  among  the  several  states,  accord- 
ng  to  the  ratio  of  the  representation  of  each  state  in  the 
)opular  branch  of  the  national  legislature,  of  the  dividends 
o  the  United  States  which  might  accrue  on  seven  millions 
)f  stock  owned  by  the  government  in  the  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  gen- 
sral  government  by  the  consent  of  the  respective  states 
D  constructing  roads  and  canals. 

The  whole  representation  from  this  state,  both  in  the 
lenate  and  house  of  representatives,  excepting  only  Gen. 
Hoot,  and  all  the  members  from  Pennsylvania,  voted  for 
this  bill,  which  finally  failed  of  becoming  a  law  by  the 
ireto  of  Mr.  Madison.     But  notwithstanding  this  deliberate 
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andallbutuntnimoutfopinloiiof  tKe  Ncfw-York  utd'^NM^ 
sylvania membcrt  of  congi^st ueirpr^BSQd  by  tfuinr'DlMM^ 
that- the  nntionnl  government  hM  a  right  tb  raise  rVitkHSf 
by  a  direct  or  indirect  tax,  and'pay  bunk  a  portion  cit  tHtf 
tax  to  the  people;  certainty,  even  at  that  dny,  the  cofflHtf' 
ness  of  that  opinion  ought  to  have  been  questioned,  fot^fi 
this  time,  I  believe,  it  is  unlvereally  conceded  to  Wf  utf>" 
coMlitnlional.*    But  the  public  lands  were  property'  aM' 
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ovldn  for  Ihc  rlhuibuikin  0 


tlvnoT  ISII.  Uwlbllowlniaiirin; 

"TdtlK  lloiKeof  Biipnwnuilvn  of  ihe  iTnlKd  BuKt; 

~  IlKvlnf  cnxIilmHl  ihc  liUI  ilili  ilay  iinscnml  u  nie,  mililnl  ■■  An  ict  W  Hi  ifM 
kod  iikilgeceniiln  fuiulitbdnlcniAl  lIl■|llDve■lMllU^"  niiil  wliirh  mci  ipui  ud  pM^ 
ftinib  >*  ftir  connniednf  KNUb  and  eniul).  snd  Imptof  inn  ihc  niiTljntloB  of  ■■iiii  ni' 
Malnonlcr  (oQwIllaW.  pnwioia  wiij  |lv>  fecurllji  u  IntRnal  cmintm  ■moni  Oi 
•neni  htik*,  and  to  icndct  luoie  ou]'  and  tern  eipnulve  Uk  mum  iind  pnvWDna  fef 
UK  eoDiiiian  ikH-nn;"  1  nm  toonninci,  hjr  ihe  Inaapertble  dlKlcullr  I  Rel  In  itamA 
llii|  ihs  liUl  wUh  lie  conMiuiiion  of  the  UuLM  Hula^  n  ntnn  li  wlih  ihu  oIlMd^ 
la  the  liouie  of  R|iKKnlallveit  In  which  ll  origlnnUiL. 

"  Tlie  tofJilailn  )bi*«i  micri  In  eongrca  an  tpec\IM  nnd  cnnmtnled  In  IWt^^' 
■celJonDf  IheflrMirllolcar  Uienutllutlani  and  lidon  iioli<|i|iMTIhUlh(  poaw|n- 
:  yil  ll  nnuni  Ihc  criuiMnieil  pomn;  or  UuE  It  lUK  hf  IV 


Uon  dpinnlni  fian  ihe  ordhiar/  Imjan  of  thp  wriiK,  iimittnnicd  by  ihi  kg«w«  b- 

connntcnrca  which  doubUcH  Inl  u>  Ihe  rnnl  of  thit  nmeiHi]  i  i |iiw 

"Tarenirihciiawerinqiiciilon  loihc  cIiuk-u  ginvklr  Ibr  ihc  cominondgrneant 
pnrtnl  wcllhn,'  would  be  conirary  lo  the  mnlillihnl  nnd  ecmiliuni  ntnof  lawpn- 
Uiloni  aa  remletliif  ilic  iiikIbI  nnd  cnrcful  cnumernilcin  of  (owen,  which  MMv  M'' 
cl.luiic,  nugaiotv  and  Iniimper.  Such  n  view  of  Ihc  rdiinliuiMn  would  hanlherikM 
Of  livlnf  10  roniRH  1  (eneral  power  of  iFfMniloii,  limend  of  Ihe  defined  and  UalMt 
one  liiihpno  unrleniooil  la  Ijelani  to  ihrmi  tlie  irnni  ■eominoii  iletfaiee  aMI  inMil' 
mvirnir'  eiiiliruini  em)  olOect  nnil  act  wlihlii  ilic  purview  of  ■  Irghlailiro  iniiL  It  - 
would  liaveUieefltetaf  iul4eciIn[b(Xhihe  eonilHutlon  nnd  Inwiof  ihe  feveiBl  it^M,' 
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acquired  by  taxation,  the  greater  part  of  them  being  owned 
and  held  by  the  nation  before  and  at  the  time  the  constitu- 
tion was  adopted  ;  and  the  question  whether  the  partition. 
or  the  division  of  the  avails  of  the  sale  of  these  lands  is  con- 
ititational,  has  been  held,  at  least  by  one  party,  quite  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  arises  on  a  proposition  to  refund 
money  raised  by  taxation. 

The  message  of  the  governor  on  the  whole  is  respecta- 
Ue,  both  in  matter  and  manner.  Its  style,  to  whatever 
cause  it  may  be  owing,  is  greatly  superior  to  that  of  his  in- 
ao^ral  address,  as  well  as  several  of  his  other  productions. 


1m  all  earn  doc  •peciOeally  exempted,  to  be  Mpereeded  bjr  Uwi  of  eongregi ;  It  belag 
una  fly  declared  *  that  the  conititatlon  of  the  Uaited  Btatea,  and  lawe  made  in  pur^ 
tbereof,  ihall  be  the  lupreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  Judgee  of  erery  iiate 
be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  eonatitution  or  lawe  of  any  atate  lo  tiw  contrary 
■mwldiaianding.'  Such  a  view  of  the  eomtitutlon,  flnaliy,  would  hare  tiw  eflbet  of  cjc- 
el^ng  the  Judicial  authority  of  the  United  Staiei  ikom  ite  partkipalkm  in  gnaidint 
Al  booodary  between  the  legislative  powen  of  tiw  general  and  tiw  ataia  govenunente ; 
iMMBueh  as  questions  relating  tt>  the  general  wellbre  being  questlooa  of  poliey  and  ex> 
padlcacf  •  are  unsusceptible  of  Judicial  eogniaanee  and  decMon. 

*Aieeirletiooof  tiw  power  *io  pcovide  te  tiw  common  ddbnea  and  general  wel- 
flbn,'  10  cases  which  are  to  be  provided  fiir  by  the  expenditure  of  money,  would  still 
loavi  within  the  legislative  power  of  congress,  all  the  great  and  most  impwtant  mens- 
nnt  of  govemmait  \  money  being  the  ordinary  and  necessary  means  of  carrying  them 
taMDoaeutioo. 

**  If  a 'general  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and  tt>  Improve  the  navigation  of 
■■iw  louisis,  with  the  train  of  powers  incident  thereto,  be  not  possessed  by  congreiM'. 
the  assent  of  the  states  in  the  mode  provided  in  tiw  bill  can  not  confer  the  power.  TIk 
OB|f  eases  In  which  tiw  consent  and  cession  of  particular  states  can  extrad  the  power 
Of  eoBgiesB,  are  those  speclAed  and  provided  Ibr  in  the  constltntion. 

■*  I  am  not  unaware  of  the  great  imporunce  of  roads  and  canals,  and  tiw  improved 
MTlgalkm  of  water-courses ;  and  that  a  power  in  the  national  legislature  lo  providr 
iv  theaB  might  be  exercised  with  signal  advantage  to  the  general  prosperity.  But  seeing 
ttat  ioeh  a  power  is  not  ezpreaiiy  given  by  the  constitution  ;  and  believing  that  it  can 
WN  be  deduced  ftom  any  part  of  it  without  aa  inadmissible  latitude  of  construction,  and 
a  ifUaace  on  insulBcient  precedents  *,  bdieving  also  that  the  permanent  success  of  die 
eOBedtntkm  depends  on  a  defltiile  partition  of  powers  between  the  general  aad  the  stole 
gemument,  and  that  no  adequate  land-marks  would  be  left  by  the  constructive  exien- 
slOB  of  the  powers  of  congress,  as  proposed  in  the  bill,  I  have  no  optioa  but  tt>  withhold 
wj  rignature  from  it }  and  tt>  cherishing  the  hope  that  its  benelleial  ol^acts  may  be  at- 
tuned by  a  resort  flv  the  necessary  powers,  to  the  same  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the  natio« 
wMpheatabilahed  iheconatitatiQB  in  its  actual  ftvm,  and  providently  raaifced  oat,  in  the 

u 
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The  new  members  who  this  year  enterad  the  psiuta 
added  coDsiderably  to  the  strength  and  talent  of  that 
branch  of  the  government, 

Mr.  Levi  Beardsley,  from  the  sixth  district,  though  by 
no  me&ns  a  showy  politician  or  eloquent  debater,  was  a 
man  of  sound  mind,  discriminating  and  clear  in  his  views 
of  principles  and  measures,  firm  and  decided  in  his  politi- 
cal action,  and  of  induatrious  business  habits.  Mr.  Bron- 
son  of  Oewego  county,  was  a  very  highly  respectal^ 
practical  merchant,  possessing  a  mind  greatly  superior  to 
ordinary  men,  which  had  been  improved  by  considerabltl 

teoT  liiipniTlB(  K.  ■icipnlMC*  nfi^nf 
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I  UIl,  wkkk  ta  !•  tt«  MMrtd 


■  <  ui  HUM  a 


"AN  ACTttffUfwiMmdrltdfarti^] 

JmKiia,  in  Ongnu  amUt^  Thil  llw  nis 
tmollRb  (selton  of  (be  ■  ul  to  Inconnnle  Ike  nbKrlfacn  to  IlK  teak  oT  the  Ui 
■uiee,'  (nd  the  dlvldenda  wlikb  ihall  iriie  Ihu  ibelr  ilurM  ta  In  eifilMl  NDEk.  i 
iDf  ilie  pncDI  Krmof  tirenlTrein.  tot  wbieb  (be  inprisHn  IkerMtf  lH«e  taea  ta 
roniri,  ba,  and  tbe  vine  are  berebr  Kt  apait  aad  pledfed  ai  >  fkiad  IK  iioaalm 
roada  and  uoala,  and  improilng  the  navigation  ot  nlar  toana.  U  orte'  la  taUl 


eurllyu 


"Bec.S.  J»d ti It /mriirrtwrneltd,  TbantemaDerieoBlalliiUiv tteMldS^II 
ftva  tluM  n  Ume,  be  applied  In  eoutructlnf,  or  to  aid  la  cooanueilat  eueb  ifila  « 
uOa,  or  ImproTlsi  (be  naTipuloa  of  web  wattr  raunM,  a  bMb,ta«Bebaa^  •■( 
f^  with  (he  aiaent  ot  mcb  Kale,  ahall  bj  law  dJiBi,  aod  la  ttaa  maiiDer  boM  eai 
dte  10  the  feDeral  welBlit  i  and  tbe  proFantOB  oT  (he  aaM  aMttft  ID  be  eipoaM 
■bcohjeenalfamald,  IneuhKau.  ihallte  In  the  ndo  of  Id  npccaeBaHoa,  at  Ite  1 
or  the  aiipanionmail  lErdnifter  proTliIed,  In  tbe  moa  DUDeroua  btaneb  of  Ibt  latl 
kfWatore ;  PrttUii,  That  ibe  proponlon  of  lald  Aind,  D  to  aial(Bed  W  aiv  ■!■■ 
anr  pan  thrrgot  maf.  br  (be  aaaeni  oT  auch  nale,  be  applM  to  ttaa  fazpamt  atai 
iDanroUierRate. 

"fce.3.  JtH  ti  U  fiirllitr  tiuatd.  That  tbeaald  flind  be  jnt  BBdnllH  e«ic«f 
■cemary  of  (be  (reaiurr  Cic  the  time  bel^ ;  mmd  tku  U  lUI  h  U(  Ai^  (•  ^^b 
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reading  and  reflection.    Mr.  Bronson,  1  believe,  had  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  federal  party. 

Of  the  talents  of  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge  it  is  unnecessary 
to  speak.  Mr.  Tallmadge  had  been  a  Clintonian,  but  he 
tf  well  as  Mr.  Clinton  supported  General  Jackson.  Mr. 
Tallmadge  and  his  relative,  Gen.  James  T&llmadge,  bad 
been  uniformly  in  Dutchess  county  the  antagonists  of  Mr. 
Peter  R.  Livingston.  The  selection  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  as 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Livingston,  must  have  been  extreme- 
ly unpleasant  to  the  last  named  gentleman.  Politics 
among  the  old  families  of  the  state  were  always  more  or 

of  tte  Hate  Intereftied ;  and  he  ■hall  alao  lajr  bdbra  cougiMi,  at  their  annaal  ■earion, 
Ataoadltkm  of  the  nid  fund. 

•^iK.4.  AmdUUfitrtkirwmelU,  That  ttihaU  alao  be ibt  duly  oC  tta aaid aaeiMa- 
ry.  ■nleat  otherwiae  directed,  to  veat  the  aum  lo  be  paid  to  the  Uniied  Statea,  bj  the 
mwlfalh  aeetion  of  the  act  to  taieorporatethe  bank  of  the  United  Btatei.  aa  it  ouy  ftll 
daiblBtheaioekor  the  United  8taiBa4  and  alao  to  laf  befcaa  confreaa,  at  their  aaawi 
HMion,  theeonditioa  of  aaid  flwd. 

"Atleat,  H.OLAT, 

**Stpeakar  of  tht  Honae  of  Repreaeatativea. 

•^JOHNGAILLARD, 
•«  PmldeBt  of  Sm  Senate  pro  iHBpOK. 
<•!  eartSy  that  thfti  act  orljlnaiwl  la  the  Hooae  of  RepivKntativeai 

**TU:  DOUGHERTY, 
Gtark  of  the  Houae  of  Bepwaentatfyea. 
■ThaqiMrtion  waa  then  talten  in  the  mode  preaeribed  in  the  conatitation  of  the 
UnilBd  Sutea,  'that  (he  Ixwae,  on  reeonalderation  do  agree  lo  paia  the  aaid  bUl,*  the 
pnridanCs  objectiooa  to  the  uune  to  the  contrary  notwilhalanding. 
**MaA  determined  In  the  ncgadve,  aa  tbllowa: 

••  fbfla— Meaira.  Spealter,  Alexander,  Archer,  Delta,  BIrdaeye,  Breclwnridce,  Brooka, 
GMy«GaIlioan,  Cbappell,  Clendennin,  Oomatoek,  Oonner,  Creightaa,  Culpepper,  Flor- 
wplk,  Oaaton,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Harriaon,  Henderaon,  Herbert,  Hopkinaon,  Hugv. 
Balbert,  Ingham,  Inrln,  N.  Y.,  Johnaon,  Ky^  Kent,  Kerr,  Va.,  Kilboum,  Little,  LoTctt, 
I^to^MkldletOD,  Mlloor,  Jer.  Nelaoo,  Onnaby,  Peter,  Pickering,  Reynolda,  Boaa,  BaT, 
■li,  Schcnr.k,  Sharp,  Sheffiey,  Tate,  Taytor,  N.  Y.,  TelfUr,  Wallace,  Webater,  Wendo- 
var,  Whiteaide.  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Thomaa  Wilaon,  IVUliam  Wilaon,  Yancey,  Yatea- 


Adama,  Atherton,  Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Buaeti,  Blount,  Boaa,  Brad- 
bury* Cbrr,  Ma.,  Clark,  N.  C.  Clayton,  Davenport,  Deaha,  Dkkena,  Edwarda,  Fletcher, 
FlanMy,  Goldaborough,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hawea,  HnagerAird,  Irwin,  Fa.,  Jeureit,  Jofau- 
aoB  Va.,  King,  Law,  Lowndea,  Lyon,  Wm.  Machiy,  Marah,  Maaon,  M'Ooy,  MiUa, 
H^gb  Nelaon,  Noyea,  Parrla,  Pitkin,  Pleaaanti,  Reed,  Root,  Rugglea,  Smith,  Md. 
Santefd.  Steama,  Strong,  Stnrgea,  Tallnudge,  Tiaul,  Voae.  Ward,  lia^  Ward,  N.  Y., 
Ward,  K.  J.,  Wilcoi,  WllUama-flfty-aix. 
*■  And  ao  the  nid  bill  waa  r^facCad;  two-thlrda  of  the  hooae  notagraefaif  to  paaatta 
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len  mingled  witb  penonftl  coiuidenUoni  and  penonal 
prejudices  and  predilections.  Whether  the  neglect  of  bii 
regency  friends,  in  not  inviting  him  to  becoine  s  candidate 
for  one  of  the  high  state  offices}  whether  the  early  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Clinton,  that  ht  was  for  General  Jatikson, 
anil  the  continued,  unabated  hostility  of  Mr.  Livingston  lo 
Mr.  C;  or  whether  the  bringing  forward  by  bis  old  politi- 
cal friends  one  of  the  Tallmadge  family  for  bis  successor 
in  ihe  sunale^  or  whether  bis  atiachment  tn  Henry  Clay, 
to  whom  Mr.  L.  was  known  to  be  personally  very  partial; 
or  wlieiher  he  was  conscientiously  of  opinion  that  Gtn, 
Jackson,  from  his  education  and  habits,  was  wholly  unfit 
for  the  high  office  of  president;  or  indeed  whether  all  these 
considerations  jointly  operated  on  his  mind,  Mr.  Living- 
ston, before  be  left  tlie  legislature,  manifested  some  un- 
willingness to  go  with  Ihe  majority  of  bis  party  in  sup* 
port  of  Jackson,  and  soon  after  openly  joined  the  oppo> 
sition  to  the  Jackson  party  in  this  slate.  He  has  conli^ 
lied  a  steady  supporter  of  Mr.  Clay  ever  since. 

Mr.  AlbtTi  H.  Tracy,  who  by  this  time  had  become  u 
anii-mHSon,  anil  was  elected  by  the  anti-masonic  party  lo 
the  senate,  had  for  many  years,  although  now  compare 
lively  a  young  man,  been  a  member  of  congress,  and 
miiinliiineil  a  respectable  stonding  there,  boih  for  talentt 
Hnd  cliuracler.  Tlicmind  of  Mr.  Tracy  is  very  acute  and 
subile.  He  arguf.-'  •  i-'tslion  ali^ays  ingeniously  and 
sometimes  ably.  " ;  ■.  .,  however,  in  his  mode  of  rca- 
Miiiiuui,  both  Ks  II  le^islaKir  and  un  expounder  of  the  InW^ 
iir  us  a  mtiiiber  of  ll>e  couit  iif  errors,  Nomething  loo  fini 
:>|iiiii  ti  siiike  n  nldinu>^  iiiiiid.  lie  is  a  hitler  debater 
t,;iri  -;uiiMiiHii,  and  a  belter  niitHpliys'uiHn  ihnn  lawyer.' 
\^ ..  jiti^iiiciun  we  huve  ulniul)  Htin  in  him  some  inditt- 
iiiis  III  being  governiil  bj  se'fisti  cnnsiilrrations.  WhellK 
'.1  It  uas  purely  his  horror  of  masonry  which  induced  blB 
'o  become  an  anti-mason,  many  of  those  well  ai:quainuA- 
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with  him  pretend  to  doubt  Mr.  Tracy  however,  was, 
and  is,  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordinary  talent,  possess- 
mg  a  highly  cultivated  mind  and  a  very  prepossessing  ad- 
dress. His  style,  both  as  a  speaker  and  writer,  is  neat  and 
elegant. 

In  the  assembly,  among  the  most  distinguished  members 
of  the  majority,  were  General  Root,  Charles  L.  Living;- 
ttOB  from  New-York,  A.  C.  Paige  of  Schenectady,  and 
Aaron  Yanderpoel  from  ColuHibia.  Although  Mr.  V.,  as 
I  before  remarked,  had  been,  until  recently,  a  Ciintonian 
federalist,  he  had  now  become  identified  with  the  democratic 
party,  and  was  elected  by  that  party  from  the  county  of 
Columbia. 

Samuel  S.  Lush  of  Albany,  and  Luther  Bradish  of 
Franklin,  may  be  said  to  have  represented  the  national 
republican  or  Claj  party  in  the  assembly.  The  anti-ma 
sonic  party  had  not  increased  thrir  numbirs  in  the  assem 
^iy,  but  they  had  greatly  added  to  the  talents  of  that 
branch  of  the  legislature.  Mr.  Granger,  Mr.  Fillmore, 
Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  P.  C.  Fuller,  were  again  returned. 
To  these  strong  and  powerful  representatives  in  the  as* 
sembly,  they  this  year  added  Thurlow  Weed  of  Monroe, 
and  Abner  Hazeltine  of  Chautauque  county. 

Gen.  Root  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  assembly. 
He  received  ninety-three  votes,  and  Mr.  Granger  thirty. 
There  were  four  blank  votes,  which  were  probably  given 
by  national  republicans,  who  would  not  vote  for  Root,  be- 
cause he  was  a  Jackson  man ;  nor  for  Granger,  because 
he  was  an  anti-mason.  Mr.  Root,  when  conducted  to  the 
chair,  made  a  concise  and  very  appropriate  address,  one 
sentence  of  which  I  shall  quote,  because  it  points  out 
clearly  an  excellent  rule  of  judging  what  bills  are  major- 
ity bills,  and  what  bills  constitutionally  require  the  votes 
of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected.  Mr.  Root  says: 
^  But  there  is  one  question  which  often  devolves  on  the 
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•peaker,  which  it  Dot  usfrequcntl;  iMhtriMMg— to  de* 
cide  whiiUier  a  question  comet  witbb  the  conttitutionl 
provision  requiring  the  tiient  of  two-thirdt  of  ill  the 
membera  elected  to  both  houses.  My  rule  hat  CTcr  bea% 
and  shall  continue  to  be,  in  cases  of  claims,  to  detemina 
whether,  if  the  state  were  aueablet  the  daimant  could  n- 
cover  bia  demand  etthei  in  law  or  equitj.  In  thai  erenti 
the  payment  of  the  claim  is  but  the  payment  of  a  jwl 
debt,  requiring  only  a  majority  to  pan  it :  but  if  not  f» 
coverable,  either  in  taw  or  equity,  the  grant  ia  but  an  act 
of  bounty  or  munificence,  and  reqvirea  the  sHent  of  tw*- 
liiirdB  of  the  members." 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Stebbina,  as  a  senator,  bar- 
ing expired,  the  office  of  president  of  the  senate  again  be- 
came vacant,  and  William  M.  Oliver,  of  Yates  county,  was 
chosen  to  fill  that  station  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  of  Ihs 
legislature.  The  address  of  Mr.  Oliver  was  mwleat,  and 
in  all  respects  proper,  with  one  single  exception.  I  rt- 
gret  that  be  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  by 
name  to  the  political  party  to  which  he  belonged  and  re- 
new his  oath  of  allegiance  to  that  party.  Gen.  Root  was 
the  first  presiding  officer  who,  in  an  inaugural  address,  al- 
luded to  such  a  topic.  Mr.  Oliver,  though  not  a  hrit 
liant,  was  and  is  a  very  shrewd,  sagacious  man,  and  nae- 
ful  legislator.  His  ec'teclions  of  members  to  compose  tht 
committees  of  the  senate,  were  cxceedmgly  judicious. 

AssoonasMr.  Charles  Stebbins,in  consequence  of  his 
term  of  service  as  Eenator,  became  eligible  to  receive  an 
appointment  from  the  governor  and  senate,  he  waa  a]^ 
pointed  a  banlc  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  statc> 
This  was  an  excellent  appointment,  and  was  received  well 
by  the  banks  and  by  the  public  in  general.  George  R. 
Davis  of  Troy,  anil  James  Rees  of  Geneva,  were  elected 
to  the  same  office  by  the  banks. 
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The  New-York  banks  now  petitioned  the  legislature  for 
^one  modification  of  the  safety  fund  law,  and  for  charters 
ttoder  that  act.  Gen.  Root  declared  his  opposition  to  the 
lifecy  fund  law,  and  his  chagrin  at  the  conduct  of  the 
N«w-York  banks,  in  so  soon  abandoning  the  ground  they 
tod  taken,  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  banking  pre- 
■eribed  by  that  statute ;  and  he  carried  his  opposition  so 
br  B8  to  oppose  the  re*chartering  of  the  New- York  banks. 
Mr.  Granger  also  declared  his  decided  hostility  to  the 
■afety  fund  system  of  banking,  but  manifested  his  willing- 
ness to  charter  the  New- York  banks,  if  they  were  desirous 
Co  obtain  charters  under  regulations  which  he  deemed  im 
politic  and  unjust. 

It  was  alleged  that  Gen.  Root  had  been  an  applicant 
for  the  office  of  bank  commissioner,  and  had  been  an  un* 
successful  candidate.  If  I  rightly  recollect,  Mr.  Mann 
af  Herkimer,  charged  this  to  be  the  fact,  on  the  floor  of 
the  house,  and  insinuated  that  his  opposition  to  the  safety 
fiuid  law  grew  out  of  the  indignation  he  felt  on  account 
of  his  disappointment.*  It  is  however  certain  that  Gen. 
Jackson  never  was,  with  Mr.  Root,  a  favorite  candidate, 
and  that  for  that  and  other  causes,  he  had  for  some  time 
past  manifested  cold  and  unkind  feelings  towards  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  As  the  safety  fund  law  was  considered  a 
favorite  measure  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  only  impor- 
tant one  which  distinguished  his  administration,  may  not 
Mr.  Root's  hostility  against  the  measure  have  been  sharp 
ened  and  increased  by  a  desire  to  render  Mr.  Van  Buren 
unpopular  7  From  this  period  we  are  to  date  the  com- 
mencement of  that  opposition,  on  the  part  of  Gen.  Root, 
to  the  dominant  party  in  the  state,  which  resulted  in  his 
total  separation  from  them. 

The  canal  commissioners,  on  the  2Isi  of  January,  sent 
to  the  assembly  their  annual  report,  in  which  they,  among 
other  things,  stated  that}  in  obedience  to  the  act  passed  r 

*  1  tolievc  Uiif  smm  oecorrt^  %i  WmMmgMk,  and  not  at  Altaof . 
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the  prettiiiiiff  session,  of  wliich  I  have  given  an  account 
in  the  last  chapter,  they  haJ  examined  and  again  surveyed 
ind  explored  the  route  for  the  Cbeoango  canal,  and  that 
fioD  tbc  remit  of  that  exuninstion  they  could  not,  cod- 
ntcnt  with  tb^  temaof  the  Uw,  comBfim  the  eoostnio- 
tioa  of  it.  tbti'it  would  cart  Mon  thuf  ■■llHb«f  M- 
Ian,  ud  that "  ia  rqpud  to  its  rsvoMM,  tt  iHil4^afei^t|^ 
dace  an  amount  «f  tolb,  in  coMWCtiwi  mtk^Dim-immUffd 
tolls  on  the  Erie  eanil,  thst  would  be  eqnl  to  the  1l^ 
cflt  of  its  cost,  end  the  expenie  of  ib  rapHnebd  mpmrn 
tendence,  or  of  titter  of  them."  "niar  repoit  wia  kaf 
and  able,  and  showed  clearly  that  the  coocluMOtH  to  whiok 
they  arrived  were  founiled  on  focts  end  reaioaitlg  in  wUA 
they  could  not  be  mistalten.*  Thia  region  was  followed 
,-#'  by  another  from  the  comptroller,  in  which,  in  his  own  rasa- 
m  terly,  clear  and  conviDctng  manner,  with  which  the  public 
efc  now  well  acquainted,  he  exhibited  the  condition  of  the 
tiiiids  of  the  state,  and  proved  that  the  stale  ought  not  to 
imur  any  additional  expenditnree,  without  at  the  same 
linir,  providing  for  the  meant  of  defraying  sucti  expenses. 
Il  will  be  recollected  that  the  governor's  messHge  tended 
to  the  same  concluuon.  But  in  the  face  of  all  these  ob> 
jections,  the  applicants  few  this  improvenienl  procured  a 
bill  to  be  introduced  into  the  asiembly  peremptorily  dK 
recting  the  canal  commiMioners  to  procteil  in  making  the 
canel,  which  was  vigoroualy  and  xealously  supported  t^ 
Mr,  Granger.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mann  and  gene- 
rally by  the  friends  of  the  state  government,  and  lost  if 
a  vote  of  sixty-one  to  fifty-one. 

*ni  rtf0na/tkaMn«lBl<M«n.>»dUasTn**i  !>>■  P*n  of  lI  nforrvd  I«klle 
tWI,  VM  arldMltr  irmwu  br  Col.  Ysdo(.  b  omuIdi-iI  mirin-il  eTi<lea»  tMlk* 
aaMBinloMn  hU.  whh  fraal  pala  ■odUbor,  &lTh<ulir  duFhirpcil  ihcir  dotr 
Tk*  Inn  iBd  dMsidad  Mud  Ukra  br  CoL  Ybo*  ■()<  m^i  tbc  cDiittnininii  nf  M 
eui*],  BMwItlutudl^  tb*  tnai  pninn  t4  iBBDi-ucF  whist  "uni  banfm 
bwasblUbMT  BpaaUiDiklbrdiUihiTldniHarkJi  ii.TiT.iuri-  n  puMirnflaVi 
>ad  or  iDdepcndna  «■■  su.  nahappllr  ror  tit  ii.,ir,  ili'  viiimitci  »tdftti 
iltUoai  eoanlncd  Ib  lb*  Npon  of  ili«  coiainiMleBtri  liitc  alnci',  bi  rspnta^ 
bMR  intad  llMrallf  ami  Mrinlr  aenMl. 
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On  the  12lh  of  February,  Mr.  Abraham  Keyser  was  re* 
uppointed  treasurer.  He  received  in  the  senate  twenty- 
two  votes,  and  Mr.  George  Merchant  four.  In  the  assem- 
bly Mr.  Merchant  received  twenty-three  votes,  and  Mr. 
Keyser  eighty-six.  Mr.  Merchant,  from  the  year  1798, 
down  to  the  late  schism  in  the  democratic  ranks,  had  been 
a  steaily  and  leading  republican,  and  was  almost  by  pre- 
scription the  chairman  of  the  lepublican  general  commit- 
tee. As  he  advanced  in  age,  young  and  efficient  men  took 
the  political  field  and  bore  away  the  spoils,  leaving  nothing 
for  the  worn  out  soldier.  In  his  old  age,  therefore,  he  was 
fain  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  He 
did  not  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  victory  which  his 
■ew  friends  afterwards  obtained.  Had  he  have  lived,  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  his  success  would  have  been  bet-  *4 

ter  among  his  new  than  it  had  been  among  his  old  friends. 
Those  who  have  the  disposition  of  governmental  patron- 
age, are  always  inclined  to  bestow  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
add  the  greatest  amount  of  strength  to  the  dominant  party, 
or,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  where  "  it  will 
have  a  good  effect?^  You  want  younc^  men  for  war;  old 
men,  therefore,  are  generally  overlookeiri  in  the  division 
^of  the  spoils."  Let  no  old  man  change  his  political 
position,  unless  he  does  it  purely  "for  conscience'  sake." 
On  the  12th  of  March,  Mr.  Lush  of  Albany,  offered  a 
resolution  in  the  assembly,  "  instructing  the  bank  commit- 
tee to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  cir- 
c  ilation  nf  all  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars.  Mr.  Lush  said  the  effect  of  such  prohibition  in 
Pennsylvania  had  been  to  throw  out  of  circulation  all  the 
trash  of  small  bills  and  give  a  wholesome  specie  currency, 
and  lie  wished  to  obtain  the  views  of  the  intelligent  bank 
rommittee  ns  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  such  a  course  here 
The  resolution  was  adopted,  forty-nine  to  twenty-three." 
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Mr.  Loflh  from  hw  boyhood  to  his  death,  dumed  lo  be 
and  was  a  unifoim  federalist  I  notice  the  resdatioDi  and 
the  fact  of  tbo  political  party  to  which  the  mover  belongs 
ed,  because  the  democratic  party  have  been  charged  with 
being  the  exclusive  authors  of  the  law  restraining  the  issue 
of  small  bills  by  the  banks,  and  because,  in  18S8,  that 
party  lost  many  thousands  of  votes  in  consequence  of  the 
restriction*  Mr.  Lush  was  the  first  advocate  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

The  master  builders  in  New- York  had  for  some  time 
been  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  giving 
the  mechanic  a  more  effectual  lien  for  remuneration  for  his 
labor  and  materials  furnished  by  him  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  that  city,  upon  the  buildings  themselves,  and 
on  the  lots  upon  which  they  were  respectively  situated. 
Their  efforts  had  not  been  attended  with  the  success  they 
desired.  They  therefore  made  some  attempts  to  get  ap  an 
excitement  in  their  favor.  They  combined  vnth  their  com- 
plaint on  the  subject  to  which  I  have  referred,  an  all^a- 
tion  that  the  working  men  and  operatives  did  not  receive 
their  due  share  of  the  offices  and  em&Iuments  which  were 
disposed  of  by  the  state  government  Upon  such  ground 
they  soon  collected  a  considerable  number  of  perwrns, 
who  attempted  to  form  themselves  into  a  party,  wiuck 
they  denominated  The  Working  Men's  Party.  They 
of  course  professed  to  recruit  their  ranks  and  be  governed 
by  principles  independent  and  irrespective  of  the  two 
great  political  parties  in  the  state  and  nation,  and  of  the 
anti-masonic  party.  Adhering  masons  and  other  men  idio 
'x>uld  not  or  would  not  join  the  anti-masonic  party,  but 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Albany  Regency  and  the  Jack- 
son party,  seeing  no  prospect  of  resuscitating  the  natioual 
republican  party,  flocked  to  the  standard  of  the  workiiig 
men,  and  in  New-York,  Albany,  Troy  and  Utica,  and  other 
cities  and  villages,  parties  were  soon  formed,  coniMqg 
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as  well  of  merchants,  lawyers,  physicians  and  speculators, 
as  of  operatives  under  the  general  cognomen  of  working 
am.  They  professed  among  other  things,  an  opposition 
t9  the  monopoly  of  banking,  to  banks  and  bank  paper^ 
although  you  might  very  soon  perceive  bank  directors, 
derks  and  cashiers  figuring  in  their  ranks.  This  party,  if 
it  deserves  the  name  of  a  political  party,  was  too  disjoint- 
ed|  and  composed  of  materials  too  heterogeneous  to  con^ 
tinue  long  in  existence.  The  intelligent  men  who  joined 
it  were  many  of  them  zealous  Clay  men,  and  mingled 
with  it  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  those  who  would 
not  act  with  the  anti-masons  from  acting  with  the  Jackson 
party. 

Qd  the  16th  of  April,  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Albany  congregated  at  the  capitol,  and,  styling  themselves 
frnners,  mechanics  and  workmg  men^  appointed  Elisha 
Dorr  chairman,  and  Halsey  Woodruff  and  Arnold  Nelson 
secretaries.  After  they  had  organized,  they  adopted  seve- 
ral spirited  resolutions,  and  nominated  Erastus  Root  for 
governor. 

Previous  to  this  meeting,  and  on  the  13th  of  February, 
a  Jackson  legislative  caucus  was  held  at  the  capitol,  of 
which  Judge  Oliver  was  chairman.  This  meeting  Gen. 
Root  had  attended,  and  on  that  occasion  it  was  resolved  to 
hold  a  state  convention  at  Herkimer  for  the  nomination  of 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor.  Gen.  Root  was  there- 
fore honorably  committed  to  abide  and  sustain  the  result 
of  the  Herkimer  nomination.  Either  by  accident  or  de- 
sign the  committee  appointed  to  inform  Mr.  Root  of  his 
nomination  by  the  working  men  did  not  require  of  him 
an  answer  whether  he  would  accept  the  nomination.  He 
therefore  made  no  answer,  and  it  is  probable  he  was  desi- 
rous that  the  question  of  his  acceptance  should  remain 
open  until  after  the  Herkimer  nomination.  He  evidently 
entertained  expectations  of  being  selected  as  the  giibema- 
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tonal  candidate  by  the  Jackson  convention,  but  in  case  he 
should  in  that  respect  be  disappointed  he  might  l>e  uncer- 
tain what  course  he  should  then  pursue  towards  the  work- 
ing men.  Or  it  is  possible  he  might  suppose  that  this 
strong  expression  of  the  working  men  in  his  favor  might 
influence  the  minds  of  some  of  the  refractory  members  ct 
the  Herkimer  convention  to  support  him,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  do  any  act  before  the  meeting  of  that  body  which 
might  cool  the  ardor  of  the  working  men  in  his  behalf. 
If  he  entertained  these  calculations,  they  were,  in  the 
month  of  June,  interrupted  by  the  proceedings  of  a  meet-" 
ing  of  working  men  in  New- York,  who  concurred  in  the 
norainatron  made  by  their  friends  at  Albany,  and  address- 
ed a  letter  lo  Gen.  Root,  requesting  to  be  informed 
whether  he  accepted  the  nomination.  He  could  not  re- 
fuse to  reply  to  this  request.  His  reply  was  couched  in 
the  most  respectful  terms — but  he  declined  being  a  candi- 
date principally  on  the  ground,  that  he  was  in  honor  com- 
mitted to  support  the  nomination  which  was  to  be  made 
by  the  Herkimer  convention,  provided  that  nomination 
was  fairly  made.  He  does  not  deny,  but  tacitly  admits 
the  allegation  made  by  ihc  New- York  committee,  of  the 
existence  of  evils  and  the  abuse  of  power,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  concerns  by  the  dominant  party  for  the 
last  twelve  months.  He  recommends  an  attempt  to  reform 
in  preference  to  an  effort  to  destroy  the  party.  **  I  would 
rather,"  says  he,  ^^  mi  vise  a  suspension  of  amputation  till 
the  malady  becomes  extreme." 

Another  consideration  might  have  had  its  effect  on  the 
mind  of  General  Root.  He  knew  the  anti-masons  would 
vote  for  Mr.  Granger,  and  he  knew  the  force  of  discipline 
among  the  Jackson  party,  and  that  thegrr.at  mass  of  them 
would  vote  for  the  candidate  regularly  nominated  at  the 
Herkimer  convention.  He,  therefore,  must  have  been 
very  sure  thai,  as  the  working  men's  candidate,  he  would 
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be  defeated.  He  kneW|  too,  that  in  case  be  failed  of  the 
Domination  at  Herkimer,  he  would  be  nominated  and 
elected  a  member  of  congress.  A  less  calculating  man 
than  General  Root  would  have  preferred  the  certainty  of 
being  elected  a  member  of  congress  to  the  certainty  of 
being  a  defeated  candidate  for  governor. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  20th  of  April. 

I  ought  perhaps  to  have  stated,  that  at  the  legislative 
caucus  held  on  the  13th  of  February,  although  Gen.  Jack- 
ion  had  not  then  been  in  office  a  year,  it  was  resolved  that 
he  ought  to  be  again  nominated  for  the  presidency.  This 
movement  was  probably  made  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  or  some  of  his  confidential  friends.  It  was 
well  known  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  expected  to  be  the  suc- 
cessor of  Gen.  Jackson.  This  would  afford  evidence  of 
the  ardent  personal  attachment  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  imme- 
diate friends  to  Gen.  Jackson,  and  aid  in  securing  to  Van 
Buren  the  continued  confidence  and  support  of  the  presi- 
dent. It  might  also  remove  any  jealousy  from  the  mind 
of  Jackson,  that  Van  Buren  was  in  such  haste  as  to  desire 
^  to  push  him  from  his  stool." 

M.  M.  Noah,  former  editor  of  the  National  Advocate, 
and  afterwards,  in  connexion  with  Colonel  James  Watson 
Webb,  editor  of  the  New-York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  was 
nominated  by  the  president,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New- 
York,  and  Amos  Kendall,  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury. 
The  nomination  of  Mr.  Noah  was  rejected  in  the  senate 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-five  to  twenly-lhree,  and  that  of  Mr 
Kendall  was  confirmed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice-pre 
sident,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  From  the  subsequent  political 
course  of  Maj.  Noah,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  charged 
his  rejection  to  the  management  or  mismanagement  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  Much  has  been  said,  Anil  mdeed  continue? 
to  be  said  and  alleged  against  the  character  and  merits  oi 
Mr.  Noah;  and  although  I  can  not  speak  much  from  per^ 


-^ 


J 


8S4  POLITICAL   BISTORT  [l^W. 

•onal  knowledge  of  him,  I  may  be  allowed  lo  remark, 
that  in  my  judgment,  many  ill  founded  and  undeaervcd 
animadversions  have  been  made  upon  him.  That  hit  poli- 
tical, or  rather  his  party  principles,  set  rather  loosely,  too 
loosely,  upon  him,  may  be  true;  but  he  is  frank,  open  and 
unreserved,  generous  and  kind  in  his  nature.  As  a  writer, 
ho  certainly  possesses  talents  uf  a  high  order;  as  a  wit,  he 
stands  amongst  the  first  in  New-York,  and  perhaps  in 
America.  His  sarcasm  is  not  of  that  vindictive  character 
which  wounds  your  feelings,  but  is  played  off  in  that  good 
natured  style  and  manner,  that  if  you  are  the  subject  of 
it,  you  can  hardly  fail  of  being  amused  by  it^  and  of  join* 
ing  in  the  laugh  against  yourself. 

The  anti-masons  held  a  state  convention  in  August  ■( 
Utica,  for  the  nomination  of  state  officers.  Forty-eight 
^.ounties  were  represented,  and  one  hundred  and  four  dele- 
gates were  present.  They  unanimously  nominated  Francis 
Granger  for  governor,  and  they  selected  Samuel  Stevens^ 
a  respectable  lawyer  of  the  city  of  New- York,  as  a  candi- 
date for  lieutenant  governor.  Mr.  Stevens  was  in  some 
respects  identified  with  the  working  men's  party  in  New- 
York.  He  received  eighty-four  votes,  while  Mr.  John 
Crary,  who  was  a  candidate  for  re-nomination,  obtained  but 
seventeen.  This  was  a  well  merited  rebuke  for  his  con- 
duct at  the  last  gubernatorial  election. 

At  the  Herkimer  convention,  on  the  8th  September,  a 
pretty  fierce  contest  ensued  between  the  friends  of  Gen. 
Root  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Throop.  They  first,  in 
order  to  sound  the  individual  views  of  the  members,  took 
an  informal  ballot,  which  resulted  in  seventy-eight  votes 
for  Throop,  forty  for  Root,  four  for  Savage,  and  one  for 
Sanford.  The  friends  of  Root  then  made  an  effort  to  ad- 
journ for  a  short  time,  which  prove<l  unsuccessful,  and 
upon  a  second  ballot  Mr.  Throop  received  ninety-three 
''otes  and  was  declared  duly  nominated.     A  resolution. 
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prepared  by  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  that  £.  T.  Throop  was 
tmainmously  nominatedi  was  opposed  by  the  friends  of 
Root — ^but  finally  passed  with  some  modification.'  The 
oonyention  also  had  some  difficulty  in  selecting  a  candi 
date  for  lieutenant  governor.  But  Edward  P.  Livingston 
finally  received  seventy-seven  votes  and  was  declared  nom- 
inated. Mr.  Jesse  Buel  received  eleven  votesi  and  Mr.  John 
Tracy  of  Oxford |  twenty-eight.  Neither  of  th«se  can- 
didates could  be  said  to  be  personally  popular.  Mr. 
Throop  was  not  a  favorite  with  the  people.  His  manners 
were  not  fascinating,  and  although  he  was  unquestionably 
a  man  of  sound  mind  and  good  judgment,  his  talents 
were  not  of  that  brilliant  kind  calculated  to  procure  for 
him  admirers  among  any  class  of  men.  His  best  recom- 
mendation to  his  political  friends  was,  that  he  was  an 
mwavering  and  inflexible  party  man. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  Mr.  Livingston  was  a  dull, 
heavy  minded  man.  He  bad  all  the  aristocratic  pride  of 
his  family  without  the  briliant  talents  by  which  Peter  R. 
Livingston  and  many  others  of  its  members  were  deserv- 
edly distinguished.  In  all  respects  he  was  the  ant!pode 
of  the  imaginative  and  eloquent  Peter  R.  Livingston. 

After  these  nominations,  a  small  portion  of  the  working 
men  who,  I  presume,  were  instigated  by  adhering  masons, 
•lill  persisted  in  holding  up  a  candidate  for  governor,  and 
4  man  by  the  nameofEzekielWiHiams,of  Cayuga  counl}, 
was  nominated  for  that  office  by  a  few  persons  who  as- 
sembled in  New-York.  Others  of  the  working  men  still 
persisted  in  a  determination  to  support  Gen.  Root.  The 
conduct  of  Mr.  Root  himself  must  have  been  rather  equi- 
vocal, for  so  late  as  the  1st  of  October,  Judge  Bostwick 
and  two  other  citizens  of  Delaware  county,  addressed  him 
a  note  inquiring  whether  in  reality  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  governor.  Mr.  Root  promptly  answered 
inquiry  in  the  negative — ^but  thif  I  believe  was  after 
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or  about  the  time  he  was  nominated  for  congress.  The 
correBpondence  was  deemed  of  sufficient  unportance  to  be 
published.  In  a  short  time  however  after  the  Herliimcr 
Dominations  were  announced,  the  peaf  mass  of  electon 
in  the  state  declared  ihemselres  either  for  Throop  or  hr 
Granger. 

The  result  of  the  election  astonished  all  men.     It  wh 
18  follows: 


Throap. 

Granger. 

Firet  District, 

16,1j8 

10,967 

Second  District, 

17,368 

11,464 

Tliird  District, 

17,647 

11,673 

Fourth  District, 

16,986 

11,193 

Fiftli  District, 

18,766 

14,498 

Sixth  District, 

14,317 

K,639 

Seventh  District, 

16,218 

17,068 

Eighth  District, 

13,433 

26,385 

128^2  120,361 

Majority  for  Throop,  8,481. 

Ezekiel  Williams  received  3,333  rotes  for  govemar 

Every  one  was  astounded  at  the  prodigious  vote  ^ven 
to  Granger  in  the  eighth  distriM,  while  their  surprise  wu 
not  less  at  the  Htrong  vote  obtained  by  Throop  in  the 
second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  districts.  The  change  in 
the  sixth  district,  which  in  1829,  gave  Mr.  Beardsley  s 
majority  of  about  six  thousand,  anil  which  now  gavi 
Granger  a  majority  of  more  than  two  thousand,  was  nol 
less  unexpected. 

It  was  the  masons  of  the  counties  bordering  on  the 
North  river,  and  their  influence,  which  gave  Mr.  Throop 
the  election.  So  alarmed  had  they  become  at  what  tbf^ 
deemed  the  proscribing  and  persecuting  spirit  of  anti-ma- 
sonry, that  much  as  they  disapproved  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  the  Albany  Regency,  they  preferred  evt;n  tknr  ■•• 
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eendancy  to  the  domination  of  anti-masonry.  Thus  the 
county  of  Rensselaer  gave  Throop  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred an  eighteen  majority;  Albany  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred; Columbia  more  than  eight  hundred;  Ulster  and  Or- 
ange together,  over  two  thousand;  Westchester  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven;  and  Montgomery 
cme  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nme.  These  majo- 
rities can  not  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  principle  than 
the  one  I  have  suggested. 

On  the  other  hand  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  in  the 
valley  of  the  Chenango  abandoned  their  political  princi- 
jdee  and  party  partialities,  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting 
their  indignation  at  the  opposition,  by  the  Albany  Regen- 
cji  to  their  favorite  canal  project,  and  their  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Oranger.  Thus  the  county  of  Chenango,  which  con- 
tained a  legitimate  Jackson  majority  of  perhaps  six  hun- 
dred, gave  Mr.  Granger  a  majority  of  more  than  one  thou 
•and.  His  majority  in  the  little  county  of  Broome  was 
nearly  as  large.  In  point  of  fact,  the  electors  of  Che- 
nango and  Broome  counties  voted  with  a  view  to  the  local 
qOestion  in  which  they  had,  as  they  believed,  so  great  and 
10  absorbing  an  interest. 

The  following  senators  were  chosen  : 

From  the  First  District,  Jonathan  S.  Conkling, 
"  Second     do.,  David  M.  Westcott, 

^  Third       do.,  Herman  I.  Quackenboss^ 

^  Fourth    do.,  William  I.  Dodge, 

"  Fifth       do.,  Henry  A.  Foster, 

<<  Sixth,      do.,  Charles  W.  Lynde, 

^  Seventh,  do.,  William  H.  Seward, 

^  Eighth     do.,  Trumbull  Cary  and 

Philo  C.  Fuller. 

It  ought  to  be  noted  that  during  the  wmter  of  1830  the 

anti-masons  afforded  the  first  indication  of  their  design  to 
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K  itat*  political  party.  Until  this  poiodt  i 
ing  to  the  atatenent  contained  in  Chapto-  XXXVm.  i^. 
bad  acted  entirely  from  the  hnpulBe  of  feeling,  produSfA. 
by  the  outiage  upon  Morgan,  and  the  danger  thej  appn'.- 
hended  in  the  iounediate  vicinity  of  that  outrage,  ironsafr. 
fering  the  encutive  and  judicial  powera  of  that  rnni—.t 
nity  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  masoDa,  who  had  fvrailhqi' 
such  a  demonstration  of  their  determination  to  legl^Mk 
their  conduct  according  to  the  ahsurd  mica  and  (^igi*. 
tions  of  masonry,  even  when  thoae  obligationa  reqwnd 
them  to  violate  the  fundamental  and  moat  aacred  proriir.' 
ions  of  the  munidpal  law.  But  they  now  began  to  larfti 
a  little  of  the  sweets  of  power,  and  it  waa  aavoury  to  thaitt 
palate.  They  thought  that  the  same  powerful  cxcttemcnt 
which  had  given  the  eighth  district  thirteen  thousand  ipiK. 
^ority — a  majority  of  about  two  to  one — would  in  ti^P) 
extend  itself  through  the  state.  Although,  for  aiHMl, 
which  must  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  man  who  Imt 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  history  of  popular  tik-.i 
citements,  they  in  this  respect  misjudged,  it  muat  be  una; 
fessed  that  their  measures  were  exceedingly  judicioui  nA 
well  coDtrived  for  accomplishing  (he  end  they  bad  in  -VMlfhi. 
They  sent  to  the  legislature  their  most  talented,  wortj^f 
and  influential  citizens.  Trumbull  Cary  and  Robert'C. 
Ificholas  were  men  of  wealth  and  personally  very  highly 
esteemed.  William  H.  Seward,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  John 
C.  Spencer,  Francis  Granger,  William  H.  Maynard,  John 
Birdsall  and  Millard  Fillmore,  were  all  men  whose  talenti 
would  have  done  credit  to  any  deliberauve  body  ;  and  th« 
address  and  eloquence  of  some  of  them  vould  have  added 
lustre  to  any  legislative  assembly  in  the  world. 

The  anli-masons  did  not  stop  here.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  winter  of  1830,  they  established  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment the  Albahy  Evekinq  Joukhal,  under  the  efr 
torial  management  of  Thurtow  Weed,  then  a  nembta-  aft 
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tbe  assembly  from  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  one  of  the 
moat  shrewd  and  sagacious  political  editors  and  eagle- 
eyed  politicians  the  state  of  New-Tork  ever  produced, 
Mr.  Weed  was  a  self-made  man.  He  had,  when  a  boy, 
learned  the  mechanical  art  of  printing  at  a  small  printing 
eitablishment  in  a  country  village;  but  at  this  period  of 
Us  life,  he  gave  little  promise  of  becoming  respectable, 
even  as  a  mechanic;  for  his  habits  were  extremely  reck- 
Ie«9  and  he  was  indisposed  to  any  regular  course  of  indus- 
try. Influenced  by  a  propensity  for  roving,  or  excited 
by  youthful  ardor,  the  bustle  and  parade  of  military  life 
so  frr  fascinated  him,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  late  war 
whh  Great  Britain,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  or  a  musician 
in  one  of  the  vohinteer  regiments  of  militia,  and  continued 
in  tbe  service  during  some  part  of  that  war.  When,  in 
1816,  peace  was  concluded  and  the  corps  to  which  he 
belonged  was  discharged,  he  was  cast  upon  the  world, 
without  friends,  without  money,  comparatively  speaking, 
without  education,  and  with  habits  illy  calculated  to  ad- 
vance him  in  life  as  a  man  of  business.  He  was  not  dis- 
heartened. He  resumed  the  trade  which  be  had  learned 
when  a  boy.  He  reformed  his  habits,  and  became  indus- 
trious and  economical.  When,  as  a  journeyman  printer, 
he  had  established  a  character  for  industry  and  sobriety, 
and  accumulated  a  small  stock  of  funds,  he  established  a 
newspaper  in  the  county  of  Chenango;  fren* thence  he 
removed  to  the  county  of  Onondaga,  and  shortly  after- 
wards to  Rochester,  in  tbe  county  of  Monroe,  where  he 
printed  and  edited  a  Clintonian  paper.  In  this  place  he 
aeqiured  so  much  influence  and  standing  by  his  talents  as 
a  writer  and  activity  as  a  politician,  that  in  1824  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  members  of  assembly  from  that  county. 
When  the  outrage  on  Morgan  was  committed,  he  took  a 
most  decided  stand  against  the  masons,  and  his  paper 
soon  become  a  leading  anti-masonic  journal.     He  is  now 
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the  printer  to  the  state.  His  fault!  aa  aa  editor  and  poU> 
tician  are,  I  regret  to  ny,  too  common  with  the  condoo- 
lors  of  political  papers  of  both  parties;  he  pursues  vbatlia 
\ipf  ms  to  be  the  interest  of  his  party  with  too  little  regard  to 
tlie  fcciiDgs  of  his  opponents;  his  attacks  are  sererCj  and 
Buiuetimes  more  gross  than  is  suited  to  the  dignity  which 
ought  to  characterize  a  leading  political  journal.  But  ereij 
thing  written  by  him  affords  evidence  of  a  powerful  mind. 
His  sarcasms  are  keen,  and  his  wit  b  pungent.  He  knowi 
how  to  touch  the  most  Bensitive  part  of  bis  adrenaiy. 
Every  blow  he  strikes  is  felt  Few  editors  in  Amerio^ 
possess  more  of  party  tact  than  Thurlow  Weed.  He  tf-  ^ 
fords  one  decisive  evidence  of  being,  by  nature,  a  gctt/t 
man.  He  has  risen  from  an  obscure  situation  ia  life  to 
considerable  eminence,  and  in  all  the  poutions  which  ha 
has  occupied,  he  has  discovered  new  resources  of  miodi 
fully  adequate  to  those  powers  which  were  requiute  to 
successfully  meet  the  exigency. 

In  this,  as  yet  free  country,  no  young  man  of  talent  and 
enterprise  ought  to  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  industry  and 
patient  perseverance  will  secure  to  him  ultimate  succeai. 

Not  long  aAer  the  election  in  November,  a  meeting  wa* 
got  up  in  Buffalo,  attended  by  Gen.  P.  B.  Porter  and 
Judge  Rochester,  at  which  very  spirited  resolutions  ware . 
adopted  in  favor  of  the  protection  of  American  manufao- 
tures.  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  tfae  object  of 
this  meeting  was  to  prepare  the  public  mind,  in  the  state 
of  New- York,  for  the  support  of  Henry  Clay  as  the  next 
candidate  for  the  presidency  ;  for,  a  few  days  after,  (Dec. 
16,)  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  dty  of  New-Yoric, 
of  which  John  L.  Lawrence  was  chairman  and  Isaac  Mi- 
nard  end  Peter  Sharpe  secretaries,  where  Mr.  Clay  wai 
publjily  nominated  for  the  presidency. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1830,  Nicholas  F. 
Beck,  adjutant  general  of  the  slate,  died  at  Albany.     He 
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received  his  appointment  from  Gov.  Clinton^and  continued 
ondcr  his  successors  to  hold  the  office  until  his  death. 
Perhaps  the  death  of  no  person  of  his  age|  (he  was  a  young 
man  and  brother  of  the  learned  and  estimable  Dr.  T.  Ro- 
meyn  Beck,  principal  of  the  Albany  Academy,)  would  have 
been  more  felt  or  deeply  lamented.  He  possessed  re- 
spectable talents,  and  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  men, 
•■«  member  of  society,  I  ever  knew. 

When  the  office  of  adjutant  general  became  vacant  by 
the  death  of  General  Beck,  Gov.  Throop  appointed  Maj. 
John  A.  Dix,  of  Cooperstown,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
aids  of  Gen.  Jacob  Brown.  Mr.  Dix  was,  I  believe,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire.  He  had  been  regularly  edu- 
cated at  one  of  the  eastern  colleges,  and  is  justly  distin- 
guished for  his  classical  knowledge  and  literary  attain- 
ments. He  is  an  accomplished  and  able  writer.  He 
Iras  at  Washington  in  the  family  of  Gen.  Brown  in 
1884-6,  and  so  long  as  Mr.  Calhoun  was  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency,  Mr.  Dix,  in  common  with  most  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  was  his  zealous  friend  and  sup- 
porter. Not  long  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  and  respectable  citizen 
of  New-York  and  came  to  reside  in  this  state.  Soon  aAer 
he  came  here  he  manifested  a  determination  to  support  the 
party  then  in  the  majority  in  the  state,  and  has  ever  since 
acted  zealously  with  that  party. 

From  the  character  and  talents  of  Mr.  Dix,  and  more 
especially  from  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  of  military 
sdence  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  his  se- 
lection by  Gov.  Throop  as  adjutant  general  was  very  ju- 
dicious, and  the  appointment  was  generally  approved  of 
by  the  public. 
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Ths  most  distinguished  member  the  late  electioii  brou|^ 
into  the  senate  \¥as  William  H.  Seward^  tlie  pmeBt  go* 
vernor  of  the  state,  who  had  been  chosen  by  the  anti-v^ 
sonic  party  of  the  seventh  district.  Mr.  Seward  was  quite 
a  young  man,  I  believe  barely  eligible  to  the  oflka  of 
senator.  He  had  been  hreA  and  educated  a  deraociaty 
and  from  the  time  he  was  of  a  sufficient  age  to  take  aof^ 
part  in  the  politics  of  the  day,  he  had  uniformily  actad 
with  the  democratic  party.  When  the  anti-naiqaiis 
question  excited  the  attention  of  the  people  of  Cayvgn 
county,  (the  county  in  which  he  commenced  his  pio^ 
fessional  life,)  he  declared  himself  an  anti-mason.  Id  tht 
summer  of  1830,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  young  mes^  . 
anti-masonic  state  convention,  which  met  at  the  city  of 
Utica,  and  was  chairman  of  that  assembly. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  so  young  a  man  sboiiU 
have  been  placed  by  any  political  party  on  the  aenatoruil 
ticket.  His  nomination  was  probably  owing  to  tuv 
causes.  The  first  was  his  great  personal  popularitji  a«d 
the  second  the  improbability  that  any  person  nominatod 
by  the  anti-masons  would  be  elected.  Had  the  electiDB 
been  considered  as  certain,  or  even  probable^  it  is 
likely  that  older  men  of  greater  influence  would  have 
cited  and  obtained  the  nomination  in  preference  to  Ibf 
Seward. 

Of  the  talents  of  Mr.  Seward,  I  need  not  speak. 

Mr.  Foster  of  Oneida  county,  came  this  year  into  the 
senate.  He  possessed  a  respectable  standing  as  a  lawyer 
at  Rome,  which  was  then  and  now  is  his  place  of 
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iiskctfj  m^  1m  soen  dintinguished  himself  m  an  active  and 
]rfMttit  legislator.  Mt.  Dodge,  from  Montgomery  conn- 
^  attother  new  Aember,  also  was  a  practising  lawyer. 
Bstb  these  giMftlenien  were  zealous  supporters  of  the  ad* 
Mlnkiratioil  of  Qeneral  Jackson. 

ill  the  assembly  the  anti-masonic  party,  although  they 
kud  tost  Mr.  Granger,  had  selected  in  his  place  Mr.  John 
A  Spencer,  a  gentleman  whose  great  talents  and  industry 
^  ^tki^  then,  as  now,  well  known  and  universally  admitted. 
Bnt  either  owing  to  a  defect  in  personal  address,  or  to  an 
iid^bity  of  temper  and  disposition,  or  a  lack  of  prudence  and 
Aieretion,  or  the  union  of  all  or  the  greater  part  of  these 
Ousts,  Mr.  Spencer's  personal  influence  in  the  assembly 
tnu  far  less  than  Mr.  Granger's  had  been. 

John  Birdsall,  from  Chautauque,  late  circuit  judge,  also 
itfded  to  the  strength  of  the  anti-masonic  party  in  the  as- 
Mftbly. 

The  Jackson  party  was,  I  think,  better  represented  in 
tfte' assembly  than  it  had  been  the  year  before.  Charles 
Br.  Livingston  was  again  returned  from  the  city  of  New- 
Tork,  and  Peter  Robinson  from  the  county  of  Broome. 
There  were  also  several  new  members,  whose  talents  and 
oharacter  added  strength  and  respectability  to  the  party  in 
tile  house.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  Dudley  Sel- 
den,  from  the  city  of  New- York,  a  young  man  already 
disiinguished  for  his  legal  learning  and  eloquence  at  the 
bcr;  E.  B.  Morehouse  of  Otsego;  George  R.  Davis  of 
Kensselaer;  Schuyler  Crippen  of  Otsego;  and  John  W. 
Bdmonds  of  Columbia. 

General  Davis  of  Rensselaer  county,  was  chosen  speak- 
6#.  He  received  ninety-one  votesy  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer 
tkirty,a  vote  which  I  presume  exhibits  the  relative  strength 
of  parties  in  the  house. 

I  am  not  advised  what  were  the  proceedings  in  the  can- 
of  the  Jackson  members  on  the  evening  previous  to 
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the  meeting  of  the  legislature.    As  Mr.  RoIhiiiob  bdl         ^ 
once  before  been  speaker)  one  would  naturally  caqiaal         -  - 
that  in  the  absence  of  General  Root,  he  would  have  bett 
selected ;  but  laying  out  of  view   the  superior  taloilB 
of  General  Davis,  I  can  readily  imagine  that  from  the      Z^ 
great  vote  given  at  the  last  election  for  Mr.  Granger  in  jp  ". 
Broome  county,  Mr.  Robinson  may  have  been  snqpected^^ 
of  having  either  directly  or  indirectly  aided  that  defe^    lo- 
tion ;  and  such  a  suspicion  was  sufficient  to  prevent  hiif^^^ 
nomination  as  speaker. 

The  governor,  in  his  annual  message,  introduces  hiqih    ^ 
self  to  the  legislature  by  applauding  the  national  adminis- 
tration, and  speaking  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  Gkik  : 
Jackson,  particularly  of  his  late  veto  message  of  the  Maj* 
ville  road  bill.     He  then  speaks  of  the  foreign  relatioflS  « 

of  the  United  States  and  eulogizes  our  civil  institutioBfr 
He  informs  the  legislature  of  the  continued  encroachmcaT  • 
upon  the  general  fund,  and  recommends  in  substanosi 
though  not  in  words,  that  that  fund  be  re-imburesd  by  tiE* 
ation.  He  again  refers  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplui 
revenue  of  the  nation,  which  he  now  unreservedly  recoai^ 
mends.     On  this  subject,  the  governor  says : 

^^  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  revenue  and  internal 
improvements,  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Isfl 
legislature,  the  propriety  of  taking  measures  to  procure 
a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  oi  the  United  Statsit 
The  same  suggestion  was  made  b)  the  president  to  con* 
gress,  in  his  first  message,  and  has  been  renewed  by  lusi 
in  his  late  communication  to  that  body.     I  find  also  thU  ' 

one  of  my  most  distinguished  predecessors  alluded  to  the 
same  subject  in  his  message  in  1S27.  I  esteem  it  of  solB? 
cient  importance  to  renew  the  suggestion,  and  press  it  est* 
nestly  upon  your  consideration.  We  have  the  fullest  at* 
surance  that  the  president  will  steadily  adhere  to  his  dbe- 
trines  regarding  the  power  of  congress  over  roads  and 
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Ball)  80  that  the  paymen'  of  the  national  debt,  except  the 
three  per  cents,  will  be  provided  for  within  three  yean.'' 
.    On  the  subject  of  capital  punishment,  Mr.  Throop  snb- 
mits  the  following,  in  my  judgponent,  exceedingly  judi- 
cious remarks : 

,  ^  While  I  renew  the  suggestion,  that  the  punishment  by 
death  for  arson  is  incompatible  with  the  philanthropy  of 
the  age,  I  am  impelled  to  add,  waiving  the  question  in 
eunistry,  whether  it  is  proper  in  any  case  to  take  life,  that 
die  punishment  of  death,  in  all  cases  of  mere  technical 
surder,  is  unreasonably  severe*  I  have  adhered  to  a  sense 
of  duty,  in  refusing  to  stay  execution,  in  every  case  of 
elear  murder  within  the  existing  laws ;  while  I  have  some- 
times felt  that  the  measure  of  punishment  was  dispropor- 
tioiiately  severe  for  the  crime.  I  think  that  a  portion  of 
your  time  might  be  well  employed  in  the  inquiry  whethei 
^'Ae  crime  of  murder  can  not  be  so  defined,  or  the  punish- 
ment for  the  minor  species  of  it  so  modified,  as  to  limit 
■die  punishment  of  death  to  cases  of  actual  premeditated 
liomicide." 

He  recommends  substantially  the  abolition  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt. 

The  message  is  too  long.  It  occupies  more  than  twenty 
pages,  finely  printed,  in  the  senate  journal.  But  except- 
ing the  recommendation  of  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
of  the  national  revenue  among  the  states,  an  error,  if  it  be 
one,  of  which  the  governor  partook  in  common,  at  that  day, 
with  almost  every  other  man,  I  think  the  principles  it  puts 
forth  and  the  measures  it  recommends  are  all  of  them  ex- 
cellent. It  is  well  written,  and  the  style  is  unexception- 
able, if  not  admirable.  In  comparing  it  with  the  procla« 
mation  for  thanksgiving,  written  but  little  more  than  a 
month  before  this  message  was  sent  to  the  legislature,  the 
difference  between  them  is  so  striking  as  to  excite  a  doubt 
whether  the  latter  was  the  work  of  his  own  unaided  powers 
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The  •ddMM  of  Uie  spesktr  (Oe»«  Dm%)  MtaUngHB 
ohair,  was  laodetti  Beat  and  eUgant.  Indtad  i  Aodi.  A 
the  moat  perfeot  model  for  addreaaea  cm  wmh  an  oacaaioBi 
which  ever  came  under  my  notiee. 

Very  soon  after  the  legislature  conyened^ 
were  made^  both  by  membeti  of  the  legiaktuae  and  in  mu 
cities  and  villages^  to  organize  a  Clay  party  ready  to 
the  field  at  the  presidential  election  in  1832.  H  was 
settled  that  a  national  convention  diould  be  held'  tati 
nomination  of  a  presidential  candidate  in  opposition  1^ 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  it  was  equally  weU  nndertfUM>d  ttat 
Mr.  Clay  would  be  that  candidate.  The  diatiniDtte 
grounds  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  put  the  elaima  of 
Mr.  Clay,  were  that  he  was  the  great  champioa  for 
protection  of  domestic  manufactures,  the  peraonal 
ness  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  proper  esceootion  of  theelh 
ficcy  and  the  superior  fitness  of  Mr.  Clay«  It  wiia  Srift 
proposed  to  hold  a  state  convention  for  the  choice  of  del^* 
gates  to  the  national  convention  on  the  10th  o£  Maiol^ 
but  the  meeting  of  the  convention  was  finally  poalponl 
to  the  3d  day  of  June. 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Sanford  in  the  United  Slalse 
senate  would  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March^  and  as  it  Waa 
I  believe  at  the  time  of  his  election,  understood  thai  his 
political  life  was  to  terminate  at  the  aspiration  of  his 
senatorial  term,  the  democratic  party,  upon  casting  aboul 
for  his  successor,  soon  fixed,  with  great  uaaniBiity,  opea 
William  L.  Marcy,  then  a  judge  of  the  supreoM  coafe^k 
Mr.  Marcy^  from  the  time  he  entered  the  political  leU^ 
had  been  the  confidential  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  That 
he  possessed  intellectual  power  of  high  order,  is  now  vmr 
versally  admitted.  He  was  a  scholar,  ^'  and  a  good  wmi 
ripe  one,"  and  as  an  accomplished  and  able  politiail 
writer,  if  he  be  not  superior,  I  must  be  grossly  mistafci 
if  he  is  inferior  to  any  individual  belonging  to  either  el 
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the  political  parties  in  the  state.  The  elevation  of  his 
flsind  has  always  restraiiied  hiss  eTea  whe&  highly  excited 
by  the  bitterness  of  party  eontiOYersy  from  eyery  thing 
wiilent  or  abusive. 

.  He  was,  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  chosen  senator  by 
1^  very  strong  vote  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature.  In 
Us  oonumunicatton  to  that  body  advising  them  that  he  ac- 
cepted the  nomination,  he  stated,  that  if  from  a  want  of 
Oi^^ity  he  should  fail  of  properly  disoharging  his  duties, 
htahould  have  at  least  some  consolation  growing  out  of 
the  recollection  that  he  had  not  sought  the  office.  Al- 
though I  did  not  belong  to  the  political  party  with  which 
Judge  Marcy  was  associated,  I  happened  to  know  that 
this  statement  was  strictly  true,  and  that  he  resigned  the 
oftoe  of  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  (in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  which,  during  the  short  time  he  sat  on  the 
hencb,  he  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  satiiAictory  to 
the  bar  and  the  public,  and  afforded  decisive  evidence  of 
integrity  and  impartiality,)  and  accepted  that  of  senator 
with  great  hesitation  and  reluctance. 

Samuel  Nelson,  the  present  chief  justice,  then  circuit 
judge  of  the  sixth  circuit,  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Marcy.  This  left  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  judge  of  that  circuit.  Mr.  Beardsley,  of 
Otsego,  would  probably  have  been  a  candidate,  and  ought 
to  have  been  appointed  to  that  office,  had  he  not  been  con- 
stitutionally ineligible  on  account  of  his  being  at  that  time 
a  member  of  the  legislature.  The  governor,  in  the  first 
instance,  nominated  John  Tracy,  of  Chenango,  for  a 
judge  of  the  sixth  circuit*  Mr.  Tracy,  though  a  man  of 
fair  reputation  and  respectable  talents,  was  not  highly  dis- 
tinguished as  a  lawyer.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the 
Herkimer  convention  he  was  supported,  I  presume,  by  the 
delegates  from  the  valley  of  the  Chenango,  as  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  for  lieutenant  governor,  and  it  is  not  im* 
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probable  that  this  appointment  waft  now  oflVreil  him  with  a 
view  to  sooth  and  satisfy  his  friends^  and  to  conyince  tM' 
advocates  of  the  Chenango  canal,  that  if  the  democratie 
party  were  unwilling  to  make  a  canal  for  them,  they  wcrti 
at  least  willing  to  give  some  of  them  offices,  when  cir- 
cumstances placed  it  in  their  power  to  do  so.  But  th« 
Chenango  canal  applicants  were  not  thus  to  be  satisfied. 
Mr.  Tracy  refused  to  accept  the  appointment. 

The  governor,  upon  receiving  notice  that  Mr.  Trwef 
declined  the  office,  appointed  Robert  Monell,  then  a  memf^ 
ber  of  congress  from  the  county  of  Chenango.     He  accept* 
ed  the  office,  and  is  the  present  judge  of  the  sixth  drcaiL 
Mr.  Monell  is  a  man  of  excellent  good  sense,  frank  and 
generous  in  his  nature,  and  strictly  honest  and  impartial. 
He  possesses  a  good  legal  mind,  but  is  constitutionallj' 
averse  to  laborious  menial  application.     Hence  it  is  im^* 
possible  that  he  can  dispatch  business  rapidly,  and  at  tht 
same  time  correctly,  as  a  JVm  Pntii  judge.     No  man  at 
this  day  can  be  an  efficient  judge  without  he  continues  to 
be  an  industrious  and  laborious  student  at  law.     RobkbY 
Campbell  of  Cooperstown,  a  man  of  great  purity  of  cha- 
racter, was  unquestionably  the  most  learned  and  industri- 
ous lawyer  at  that  time  in  the  district.     I  do  not  know 
whether  he  would  have  accepted  the  appointment  if  it  had 
been  tendered  to  him,  but  there  were  two  objections  against' 
him,  had  he  been  a  candidate.     The  one  was,  although  I 
believe  he  was  then  a  Jackson  man,  he  had  until  recently' 
acted  against  the  democratic  party,  and  the  other  that  he 
did  not  live  in  the  valley  of  the  Chenango  canal.     Durioff 
this  winter,  James  Emott,  judge  of  the  second  circuit,' 
resigned  his  office,  and  the  governor  and  senate  appointed 
Charles  H.  Ruggles  his  successor.      Mr.   Buggies   had, 
when  the  contest  was  between  the  Clintonians  and  BucJt^ 
tails,  been  an  active  and  influential  Clintonian,  but,  with' 
Gov.  Clinton,  he  supported  the  election  of  Gen.  Jacks6ii| 
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and  since  that  time  had  acted  with  the  Jackson  party.  He 
hu  been  an  exceedingly  useful  judge,  and  is  now  one  oi 
the  most  distinguished  jurists  in  the  state.  The  appoint- 
ment was  in  the  first  instance  offered  to  Mr.  Suydami  who^ 
probably  from  a  consciousness  that  his  business  habits  had 
become  too  much  impaired  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the 
duties  appertaining  to  the  oflBce,  declined  it. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would, 
according  to  its  own  limitation,  expire  in  the  year  1836 — 
and  Gen.  Jackson,  in  his  message  to  congress,  in  anticipa- 
tion that  that  institution  would  apply  for  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  had  expressed  an  opinion  adverse  to  that  mea- 


On  the  first  day  of  February,  Mr.  Benton  of  Missouri, 
rabmitted  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  ^^  the  follow- 
bg  joint  resolution,  and  supported  it  in  a  speech  of  two 
hours  and  a  half,  in  which  he  justified  himself  for  bring- 
ing it  forward  at  this  time,  and  earnestly  urged  his  objec- 
tions to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank: 

''  Resolvedj  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  be  renewed. 

^'Mr.  Webster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  to  grant  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the  above 
joint  resolution;  and  the  vote  was  as  follows: 

^'  Yeas — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  King, 
M'Kinley,  Poindexter,  Sanford,  Smith  of  S.  C,  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury — twenty. 

^^  Jfays — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnstoui 
Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Noble,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sprague, 
Webster,  Willey— twenty-three." 
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The  opiaioB  of  the  prendent  on  this  mbject,  tncteede4 
m  it  vas>  by  this  discnBuon  in  the  United  Stitea  lenatei 
muBed  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United  State*  to 
this  great  question,  and  the  two  parties  rtxy  soon  took  d^ 
ferent  sides  on  it.  The  personal  and  political  friends  of 
Gen.  Jackson  generally  declared  themselves  opposed  to  i 
re-charter  of  the  bank.  In  this  position  they  were  mif- 
ported  by  another  interest,  which  was  or  ought  to  havB 
been  entirely  detached  from  each  of  the  political  partiei. 
The  interest  to  which  I  allude,  was  the  local  banks  char^ 
tered  by  the  different  states,  and  especially  the  safety 
ftuid  banka  of  New- York.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  r»- 
Tenue  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  many  millions  »ii- 
nually,  was  paid  into  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  and 
when  there,  was  tinder  the  absolute  control  of  the  mother 
bank  at  Philadelphia.  The  state  banks  believed,  that  if 
the  United  Stales  Bank  should  be  annihilated,  these  iu- 
menae  deposits  would  be  made  in  their  own  vaults,  anj 
hence  all  the  benefits  arising  from  these  deposits,  and  also* 
the  whole  profits  of  the  very  great  circulation  of  United 
States  Bank  notes  would  be  transferred  from  the  United 
States  to  the  state  banks,  without  compelling  them  lb 
increase  their  own  capital  to  the  amount  of  a  single  dollar. 
Was  it  in  human  nature,  and  especially,  was  it  in  ftonib  «•• 
fere,  (if  such  an  expression  may  be  tolerated,)  to  reuat 
this  prospect  of  adding  to  their  gains  t  Although  proba- 
bly a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  banks  of  the  state  of 
New-Tork  was  held  by  citizens  politically  opposed  to  Gen. 
Jackson,  nearly  all  of  those  citizens  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly supported  him  in  his  opposition  to  the  re-charter  of 
the  bank.  There  were  others,  as  well  of  the  friends,  u 
some  of  the  opponents  of  the  national  administration,  who 
oppoiteil  a  continuance  of  the  existence  of  the  Uniteil  States 
Bank  upon  higher  and  more  exalted  motives.  Some  o£ 
•iiese  believed  that  congress  had  not,  by  the  constitutioB 
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tbe  power  to  create  a  corporation;  others  believed  the 
power  of  G<mtroliing  the  whole  moneyed  concerns  of  this 
IQOWtrji  and  of  increasing  and  diminishing  at  pleasure  the 
flBcnkting  medium  of  the  nation,  was  too  tremendous  an 
tuthority  to  be  entrusted  to  twenty-five  men;  while  all 
Dfitelligent  New-Yorkers  agreed|  that  this  charter  enabled 
%  corporation,  located  in  Philadelphia,  a  majority  of  whose 
actiog  directors  resided  in  that  city,  to  exercise  a  dan- 
gerous power  over  the  moneyed  and  mercantile  operations 
of  the  great  city  of  New- York.  Many  honest  and  patri- 
otic citisens  were  also  apprehensive  that  such  a  formidsr 
Ue  money  power  might  have,  and  might  be  diqiosed  to 
exercise,  an  undue  influence  in  the  government  and  legis- 
]$tifin.  of  the  country. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Jackson  members  of  the  New- 
Tork  legislature  were  inclined,  for  these  and  other  rea- 
sonsy  to  support  Gen.  Juckson  in  the  ground  he  had  taken 
against  the  United  States  bank.  Accordingly  Mr.  More- 
honse  of  Otsego,  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  moved  in 
the  assembly  the  following  concurrent  resolution  : 

^  RtMolvedj  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  legislature, 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  be  renewed.'' 

On  the  12th  of  April,  the  house  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution.  It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Livingston 
and  Selden  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Spen^.^er.  Mr. 
Selden  made  a  very  able  speech  against  it,  and  moved 
its  postponement  till  after  the  day  fixed  for  the  termination 
of  the  session.  Mr.  Selden's  motion  finally  failed,  there 
being  fifty-five  for  and  fifty-five  against  it. 

On  the  seventh  of  April,  Mr.  Morehouse  again  called 
up  his  ri'solution  and  made  an  elaborate  and  able  speech 
in  favor  of  its  adoption.  It  was  then  carried  by  a  vote  of 
seventy-lb rte  to  ihirty-three.  By  this  time  nearly  the 
whole  Jackson  party  in  the  house  had  united  in  support 
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of  the  resolution  ;  those  who  voted  in  the  n^fatiTe  wM 
nearly  all  either  national  republicans  or  antt-masons.  Mii 
Livingston  and  Mr.  Selden,  two  of  the  most  distinguisliJBil 
members  from  the  city  of  New-York^  did,  however,  no^ 
withstanding  the  matter  had  now  worked  itself  into  a 
party  question,  vote  in  the  negative.  When  the  resohh 
tion  came  into  the  senate,  it  was  opposed  with  great  lasl 
and  ability  in  that-  body  by  Mr.  Maynard  aixl  Mr.  8ewan( 
but  was  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  seventeen  to  thirte6ib 
The  only  democratic  members  of  the  senate  who  voted  ht 
the  negative,  were  Mr.  Sherman  of  New-York,  Mr.  Reat-* 
ford  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Bronson  of  Oswega 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  Chenango,  early  in  the 
made  a  report  in  favor  of  constructing  the  Chenango 
nal,  and  introduced  a  bill  for  that  purpose  ;  but  it 
lost  in  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  sixteen  to  fourteen,  all  tM' 
anti-masonic  senators  and  only  five  of  the  democratic  aelH 
ators  voting  for  it 

Mr.  Samuel  Bcardsley  having  been  elected  a  member 
of  congress  from  the  county  of  Oneida,  resigned  his  officse 
as  United  States  district  attorney,  and  Mr.  N.  S.  Benton, 
of  the  New- York  senate,  was  appointed  in  his  plaioei 
Mr.  Benton,  though  a  little  rough  and  harsh  in  his  addreii^- 
had  become  a  leading  and  efficient  member  of  the  senaie. 
His  seat  of  course  became  vacant  upon  his  acceptance  •! 
an  office  under  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

About  this  time  Elbert  Herring,  of  New-York,  waf 
appointed  by  the  president,  superintendent  of  the  Indlsft 
department  The  circumstance  would  not  deserve  to  te 
mentioned,  if  it  were  not  that  Mr.  Herring  was  one  of  tiie 
old  friends  of  Grov.  Clinton,  who  had  followed  him  in  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  his  political  fortunes,  and  that  this  WM 
the  first  and  I  believe  the  only  ap(>ointment  made  by  Gen. 
Jackson,  from  that  class  of  politicians,  in  the  state.  If 
this  appointment  was  made  under  the  advisement  of  MV«' 
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YutBuKR,  it  Atriketr  me  he  muflf Hi<Ve'  MdWfr* thkfffi6^ 
iMite  othftr  frieBds  of  the  t&te  go**<im^!^6  '#<iM'3kiilUbH'' 
oMB,  and'Who  were  more  taleiHM  dMHMfo^  ^ffifeMUii'lliitt^ 
Mf.  Rerrine.  i<ri:*.>'>'n  lisii  -:>::!'stj»o'>  <>)  <:riou 

ft  is  not  a  little  remarkable;  thiill'Mr'tB^  "UMi^li^V^ 
mtdi,  the  foilowitog  reBolotfMf  iMMbflUMi'ymtil^WWiM 

OOfk'^hmob' :  unilii;.-:l-(lli//jr.ii  .ii-.Mr  ii;i'in  ■iviiil 

^Me$ohed,  (if  the  8enA«»<Nih(«ii'1lteyM>^''qiil«'^  JMlM'l 
plM  remifieB  of  the  Unitt(f«(atbi<^M>^4itrHift>iiltlifM;i!'= 
deettted  by  congress  n«<ieMi#y<*nir  aHi<''«Xpi8Sb4lt'%^» 
gMBMral  government,  and'&'j[ir4)^|UN>^i<^#'|^u(Aic^'^ 
feMcfr  and  safety,  ougltt>«6  tt^  WiilMiy>lMlriMW[^d»  iU^ol^ 
tbtf-ieTeral  states,  aemm§  i»i^hil^'p&^mMDiiti^\i^W6V'^^ 
m«ed  in  the  mannef '{MUiitM'ttbtTt^'lilte'WdbM'^ISic^'dP'' 
tlM'fim  article  of  tlU!'»iMMifltatM^'fdi'*>l^  vpp^Mmm^^ 
of  Wpre8entative«*Mf'*r**tft:«A*i»W'' '-''''>■•''''''''••■•  •""=  '^•'■'" 

It  iras  sent  to  th^'iMMWM'^'^  tff^tlkeW^'Mkhef-'^ 
tcrwaelect  comRriWeb'bf-^MdR'(M¥liiHf«Mb'#iH*<;K^^ 
vAu,  on  the  4lh<iff*>fi:i>tW}'riiBLat^'tiioag^m^AW^^i^;W' 
wMih  they  diiicMl^a  th^'iMtifrftitlMdi^a  'qiiti4tilMi%'^i^ai^''' 
tiM  to^the  poWii^oriiMi^^ittf'ViMiiMe'Wb  ^0tK)li^'4fM-"" 
dead' withoat'l^Kckftidlt  ^l^Ming '<Heir'0Wr<'^(iTv^6if  tH^'' 
qdOMSon.  THey  lAkfli^iMled'  M)ei4uiT()<^'<ffiblr  '|[t»iVM.''^ 
tiott'Of  th«*]^rfii<9(«e'<aMtktM>d"b'  m  'y^iUtfoiiC'UlirK^^' -' 
odBunem^dHffltt  iffjbijbtt^  eitMM*  bf  l!M^(ibN6tilbf}6hM  ^^.v. ' ' 
ei«<«r  tH»'Mtft)iikK>)t^lMM^  to1|tteiria»>liyik^<^'limi'^ ' 
di%  aiMo«l|(^»  btdteB>  ttl«< 'suB^iJtf  >  i^tfWihiM^^ 
tioitioti|^t't(y.H«HW>'ttnHtaM''tfl''to'*oiHid«9-'lhbs6'ti6^ 

an«<l«ri«lWUeli^«¥(Mdiff>Utf  tIK  ^bl^^  tMIX  aHeH'-n^'^'- 
pern  nM-"fli»'tliA9idV'tlW«i^tl^4ffi^'iiy(il  dMiiiid^tibi^";" 
The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  20th  of'AfMTV'MH*'^^ 
beMw'thtf  ««9iM4iiMM^iAh»'if&ct9tok  )JM!Mb^^  biki- 

eui;->atuwhMi  m'iOthm  i)Mi'r«^i[Artecr'tii)'t6brtt' by  BK'-' 

iMran^,  ifiKif'wHirWRiptra'  anir  pununieii. 
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Gen.  JrcIuoq  had,  before  his  election  in  1838,  expnnad- 
an  opinion  that  the  president  ought  to  hold  hia  office  bat 
one  term,  and  in  one  or  more  of  his  official  commiiniotr 
tions  to  congress  had  recommended  an  amendment  of  tbl 
United  States  constitution  in  such  manner  as  to  render  dte 
president  ineligible  to  two  successive  election!.  But  m' 
have  seen  that,  notwithstanding  these  declaration!,  hi!  po- 
litical friends  urged  him  to  consent  to  be  a  candidate  for 
a  re-election,  and  in  1831  it  was  well  known  he  had  jrieU* 
ed  to  their  importunity  and  was  conHidered  fairly  in  tha 
field.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in  1624,  Mr.  Calhoun 
was,  for  a  time,  spoken  of  as  the  most  suitable  person  to  - 
succeed  Mr.  Monroe,  and  that  previous  to  the  election  ho 
declined  being  a  candidate,  and  supported  the  election  of 
Gen.  Jackson.  From  that  circumstance,  and  from  hit 
great  and  commanding  talents  and  the  purity  of  his  charw^ 
ler,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  be  one  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  public  attention  would  be  directed  as  the  mio 
ceaaor  of  the  general.  And  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Calhoun  expected,  from  the  repeated  : 
annunciations  of  the  principles  of  Gen.  Jackson,  that  fa* 
would  not,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  allow  himsetf. 
to  be  again  a  candidate.  If  such  were  their  feelings  and 
riews  they  could  not  have  learned  with  much  complocen* 
cy  nor  scarcely  without  surprise,  that  the  president  ha4 
changed  his  determination.  Accordingly  it  will  have  been 
perceived  that  the  solicitations  that  Gen.  Jackson  would 
consent  to  a  re-election,  originated  generally  with  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  A  majority  (^  the  national 
cabinetj  as  between  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Calhoun, 
were  in  favor  oi  the  latter  gentleman  as  the  Bucceasor  of 
Gen.  Jackson.  .  , 

The  cabinet  consisted  of  Van  Buren,  Baton,  Ii^ianit  . 
Branch  and  Berrien,     The  three  gentlemen  last  inroe^.>.    _ 
wore  favorable  to  Calhoun ;  Mr.  Baton  and  Gen.  JackaoK  -:       ' ' 

t 


**. 
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himself  partly,  if  not  entirely,  from  a  disagreement  grow- 
ing out  of  a  circumstance  I  am  about  to  mention,  were 
opposed  to  him. 

Mr.  Eaton  had  married  the  widow  of  a  midshipman  by 
the  name  of  Timberlake,  who,  although  an  elegant  and 
fiMcinating  woman,  on  account  of  some  supposed  irregu- 
larities, when  she  was  the  wife  of  Timberlake,  the  ladies 
at  Washington  refused  to  admit  as  a  member  of  their  so* 
cial  circle.  Mrs.  Calhoun,  Mrs.  Ingham,  Mrs.  Branch, 
and  Mrs.  Berrien,  in  conformity  to  what  was  deemed  the 
public  opinion  of  the  female  society  at  Washington,  re- 
fused to  associate  with  Mrs.  Eaton,  or  to  visit  or  invito 
visits  from  her.  Mr.  Van  Buren  bemg  a  widower,  was 
not  bound  to  take  any  part  in  this  controversy,  and  he  of 
course  kept  out  of  it.  Gen.  Jackson,  who  was  an  ardent 
personal  friend  of  Maj.  Eaton,  could  not  so  far  restrain 
his  feelings  as  to  remain  neutral,  as  appears  by  the  follow- 
ing statement  made  by  Mr.  Ingham,  in  which  Messrs. 
Berrien  and  Branch  concurred  : 

"On  Wednesday,  the  37th  January,  1830,  Col.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  waited  on  me  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  after  some  preliminary  conversation,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  regret  that  my  family  and  that  of  Mr. 
Branch  and  Mr.Berrien  did  not  visit  Mrs.Eaton,  he  said  that 
it  had  been  a  subject  of  great  excitement  with  the  presi- 
dent, who  had  come  to  the  determination  of  having  har- 
mony in  his  cabinet  by  some  accommodation  of  this  mat- 
ter. He,  Col.  Johnson,  was  the  friend  of  us  all,  and  had 
now  come  at  the  request  of  the  president  to  see  whether 
any  thing  could  be  done  :  who  thought,  that  when  our 
ladies  gave  parties,  they  ought  to  invite  Mrs.  Eaton  ;  and 
as  they  had  never  returned  her  call,  if  they  would  leave 
the  first  card  and  open  a  formal  intercourse  in  that  way, 
the  president  would  be  satisfied ;  but  unless  something 
was  done  of  this  nature,  he  had  no  doubt,  indeed  he  knew 


that  the  preaident  was  reiolved  to  hara  faumonT,  uiL 
would  probably  remove  Mr.  Branch,  Mr.  Berrien  whI  bot 
self.  I  replied  to  Colonel  Johnson,  that  in  all  matten  df^ 
official  business,  or  having  any  connection  therewi^  1 
considered  myself  bound  to  maintain  an  open^  frank  ap^ 
harmonious  intercourse  with  the  gentlemen  I  wai  atn;. 
dated  with.  That  the  president  had  a  right  to  expect  tlv)^ 
exertion  of  my  best  faculties,  and  the  employment  of  in, 
lime,  in  the  public  tiervice.  As  to  the  family  of  tSx* 
Baton,  I  felt  an  obligation  on  me  not  to  say  any  thi^  tQ. 
aggravate  the  difficulties  which  he  labored  under,  buttp 
observe  q  total  silence  and  neutrality  in  relation  to  thf.; 
reports  about  his  wife,  and  to  inculcate  the  same  oounft . 
as  (o  my  family,  and  if  any  other  representations  had  bao^, 
made  to  the  president,  they  were  false.  Having  pnr 
scribed  to  myself  this  rule,  and  always  acted  upon  it,  I  had 
done  all  that  the  president  had  a  right  to  expect  That 
the  society  of  Washington  was  liberally  organized  ;  there 
was  but  one  circle,  into  which  every  peraon  of  respectaUs:- 
character  disposed  to  be  social,  was  readily  adniittod, 
without  reference  to  the  circumstance  of  birth,  fortuae  oi:. 
station,  which  operated  in  many  other  places.  That  up,, 
had  no  right  to  exert  official  power  to  regulate  ita  aoc^l,. 
intercourse.  That  Mrs.  Eaton  had  never  been  recrfvod; 
by  the  society  here,  and  it  did  not  become  us  to  foroe;l|Qr 
upon  it ;  that  my  family  had,  therefore,  not  assotnated  wi^t 
her,  and  had  done  so  with  my  approbation ;  and  dial  tiw, 
president  ought  not,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  character,  tQ, 
interfere  in  such  matters.  But  if  he  chose  to  exert  ijfi 
power  to  force  my  family  to  visit  any  body  they  did  pob. 
choose  to  visit,  he  was  interfering  with  what  belonged- 1^ 
me,  and  no  human  power  should  regulate  the  social' iata#-. 
course  of  my  family,  by  means  of  official  or  any  ottBK> 
power  which  I  could  resisL  If  I  could  submit  to  ntfttk-. 
■control,  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  station,  and  wonUiv 
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despise  myself.  That  it  was  eminently  due  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  president  to  have  it  kno^n  that  he  did  not  inter- 
fere in  such  matters  ;  and  that  the  course  we  had  pursued 
was  preservative  of  his  honor  and  political  standing.  I 
hud  taken  my  ground  on  mature  reflection,  as  to  what  was 
due  to  my  family,  my  friends,  and  the  administration, 
without  any  prejudice  to  Major  Eaton  or  his  wife,  and  had 
fully  determined  not  to  change  it,  whatever  might  be  the 
Consequence. 

"Col.  Johnson  said  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the 
president  to  have  a  conversation  with  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  and  the  attorney  general  also  ;  but,  from  what  I  had 
said,  he  supposed  it  would  be  of  no  avail.  The  president 
expressed  n  hope  that  our  families  would  have  been  wil- 
ling to  invite  Mrs.  Eaton  to  their  large  parties,  to  give 
the  appearance  of  an  ostensible  intercourse,  adding  that 
he  was  so  much  excited  that  he  was  like  a  roaring  lion. 
He  had  heard  that  the  lady  of  a  foreign  minister  had  join- 
ed in  the  conspiracy  against  Mrs.  Eaton,  and  he  had  sworn 
(hat  he  would  send  her  and  her  husband  home  if  he  could 
Dot  put  an  end  to  such  doings.  I  replied,  that  it  could 
hardly  be  possible  that  the  president  contemplated  such  a 
step.  Col.  Johnson  replied  that  he  certainly  did  ;  and 
again  remarked  that  it  seemed  to  be  useless  for  him  to  see 
Mr.  Branch  and  Mr.  Berrien.  I  told  him  that  each  of  us 
had  taken  our  course  upon  our  own  views  of  the  proprie- 
ty without  concert ;  and  that  he  ought  not  to  consider  me 
as  answering  for  any  but  myself.  He  then  proposed  that 
I  should  meet  him  at  Mr.  Branch's  and  invite  Mr.  Berrien, 
that  evening  at  seven  o'clock  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
Col.  Johnson  came  to  my  house  about  six,  and  we  went 
op  to  Mr.  Berrien's,  having  first  sent  for  Mr.  Branch. 
On  our  way  to  Mr.  Berrien's,  Col.  Johnson  remarked  that 
the  president  had  informed  him  that  he  would  invite  Mr. 
Branch,  Mr.  Berrien  and  myself,  to  meet  him  on  the  next 
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Friday,  when  be  would  inform  us,  in  the  pmeace  of  Dr. 
Ely,  of  his  determination ;  and  if  we  did  not  agree  to 
comply  with  his  wishes,  he  would  expect  ut  to  aeod  bi 
our  resignations. 

"  Upon  our  arrival  at  Mr.  Berrien's,  Col.  JohiWHi  re- 
newed the  subject  in  presence  of  him  and  Got.  Brandy 
and  repeated  substantially,  though  I  thought,  rather  mon 
qualifiedly,  what  he  had  said  to  me.  He  did  not  go  lo 
much  into  detail,  nor  do  I  recollect  whether  he  eieotioood 
the  president's  remarks  as  to  the  lady  above  mentioned 
and  Dr.  Ely — those  gentlemen  will  better  recollect  Mr. 
Branch  and  Mr.  Berrien  replied,  as  unequivocally  as  1  had 
done,  that  they  would  never  consent  to  have  the  social  re- 
lations of  their  families  controlled  by  any  power  what 
ever  but  their  own.  Mr.  Branch,  Mr.  Berrien,  and  my- 
self went  the  same  evening  to  a  party  at  Col.  Towsoo's 
where  a  report  was  current  that  we  were  to  be  removed 
forthwith,  of  which  I  had  no  doubt  at  the  time, 

"  The  next  morning  Col.  J.  came  to  my  house,  and  nid 
that  he  ought  perhaps  to  have  been  more  frank  last  eve- 
ning, and  told  us  positively  that  the  president  had  fioaDy 
determined  on  our  removal  from  ofSce,  unleas  we  agreed 
at  once  that  our  families  should  visit  Mrs.  Eaton,  and  in- 
vite her  to  their  large  parties  ;  and  that  lie  had  made  iif 
his  mind  to  designate  Mr.  Dickins  to  take  charge  of  th* 
treasury  department,  and  Mr.  Kendall  to  take  charge  of 
the  navy  department,  and  would  find  an  attorney  general 
somewhere.  I  observed  that  my  course  was  fixed,  and 
could  not  be  changed  for  all  the  offices  in  the  preaidast'i 
gift ;  and  it  made  no  more  difference  to  me  than  to  any 
other  penwn  whom  the  president  designated  to  take  my. 
place.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  CoL  J.  calM 
again,  ant)  informed  me  that  he  had  just  been  with  the 
president,  who  had  drawn  up  a  paper  explanatory  of  what 
he  had  intended  and  expected  of  us ;  that  some  of  Uq 
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Tennessee  friends  had  been  with  him  for  several  hours  ; 
that  his  passions  had  subsided,  and  he  had  entirely  changed 
his  ground  :  he  would  not  insist  on  our  families  visitiiij^ 
Mrs.  Eaton  ;  he  only  wished  us  to  assist  in  putting  down 
the  slanders  against  her  ;  that  he  believed  her  innocent, 
and  he  thought  our  families  ought  to  do  what  they  could 
to  sustain  her,  if  they  could  not  visit  her ;  and  that  he 
wished  to  see  me  the  next  day.  Col.  Johnson  added  that 
die  president  had  been  exceedingly  excited  for  several 
days,  but  was  now  perfectly  calm  and  mild.  The  next 
day  I  waited  on  the  president,  and  opened  the  subject  by 
stating  that  Col.  Johnson  had  informed  me  that  he  wished 
to  see  me  ;  to  which  he  assented,  and  went  into  a  long 
argument  to  show  how  innocent  a  woman  Mrs.  Eaton  was, 
and  how  much  she  had  been  persecuted,  and  mentioned 
die  names  of  a  number  of  ladies  who  had  been  active  in 
persecution,  and  that  the  lady  of  a  foreign  minister 
also  one  of  the  conspirators  ;  adding  that  he  would 
send  her  and  her  husband  home,  and  teach  him  and  his 
master  that  a  wife  of  a  member  of  his  cabinet  was  not 
to  be  thus  treated ;  that  Mrs.  Eaton  was  as  pure  and 
chaste  as  Mrs.  Donclson's  infant  daughter,  but  there  was 
a  combination  here  among  a  number  of  ladies,  not  those 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  to  drive  her  out  of  society, 
and  to  drive  her  husband  out  of  office  ;  but  he  would  be 
cut  into  inch  pieces  on  the  rack,  before  he  would  suffer 
him  or  his  wife  to  be  injured  by  their  vile  calumnies  ;  that 
he  was  resolved  to  have  harmony  in  his  cabinet,  and  he 
wished  us  to  join  in  putting  down  the  slanders  against 
Mrs.  Eaton.  I  observed  to  the  president  that  I  had  never 
considered  it  incumbent  on  me  to  investigate  the  character 
of  Mrs.  Eaton  ;  such  a  service  did  not,  in  my  judgment, 
come  within  the  scope  of  my  duties  to  the  government ; 
it  belonged  to  society  alone  to  determine  such  matters. 
The  power  of  the  administration  could  not  change  the 
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.  (tfiififin  of  the  eemmunity,  evaa  if  it  «oiiU  W  pmpsdbf 
UMfd,^  control  the  nlatioci  of  dMBWtic  lift  m  anjr  ohm 
The  society  of  Waihinton  miut  be  the  best  judgn  «t 
whom  it  ought  to  receive.  I  regrettwl  iha  difficutliM 
.which    Major   Eaton  labored  under,   awl  had  felt  im 

;  })e  my  duty  not  to  aggravate  tbeo).  I  bad  inteiidad  Mab 
early  day  to  have  had  a  convenation  with  bii)t  oalbp N)t- 
ject,  with  a  view  to  have  our  aociAl  ralaJioa  dctGpid;  htt 
DO  opportunity  had  offered  without  vo)un(ecrii}g  om,  M|I 
it  had  not  been  done  In  that  way.  The  ceuno  I  had  #• 
ken,  waa,  however,  adopted  with  greaA  cage,  to  awra  Ub 
feelings  as  much  as  possible,  contisteat  with  wbat  *■»!}« 
to  my  family,  and  the  community  with  which  we  wan  tf- 
sociated.  I  consider  the  charge  of  my  family  to  bwA 
sacred  trust,  belonging  exclusively  to  myself  as  a  maaibiir 
of  society.  The  administration  had  nothing  to  do  «jlt 
it,  more  than  with  that  of  any  other  individual,  and  .polit- 
ical power  could  not  be  properly  exerted  over  their  agdil 
intercourse,  and  it  was  important  to  his  reputation  toJww 
it  understood  that  he  did  not  interfere  in  tnch  "mMHB 
That  I  was  not  aware  of  any  want  of  harmoDjy  io  Hip 
cabinet ;  I  bad  not  seen  the  slightest  symptom  of  aiuk  # 
feeling  in  its  deliberations  and  I  was  perfectly  certain  tliit 
my  ofEcial  conduct  had  never  been  influenced  in  tbe-al^^ 
est  degree  by  a  feeling  of  that  nature. 

"  I  saw  no  ground,  therefore,  for  the  least  change  en  iiy 
part  in  this  respect.  To  which  the  president  replied  WA 
changed  tone,  that  he  had  the  most  entire  confidenoB% 
my  integrity  and  capacity  in  executing  the  duties  of  iftf 
department,  and  expressed  his  perfect  satisfaction,  in  th# 
respect,  with  my  whole  conduct ;  he  bad  never  a 
for  a  moment  that  my  official  acts  had  been  iaflueoc 
the  least  degree  by  any  unkind  feeling  towards  Maj.£UtQ|i; 
and  he  did  not  mean  to  insist  on  our  families  rwtiqg;W^ 
£atoo.     He  had  been  much  excited,  for  Mvae  tiifm  p*p|, 
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by  the  combination  against  her,  and  he  wished  us  to  aid 
Mm  in  putting  down  their  slanders,  adding  that  she  was 
esehided  from  most  of  the  invitations  to  parties;  and,  when 
fanrited  she  was  insulted  ;  that  the  lady  of  a  foreign  mini- 
-iiar  before  referred  to,  had  insulted  her  at  Baron  Krude- 
ttBr*t  party. 

"^  I  remarked,  that  some  injustice  might  be  done  to  that 
"My  on  that  occasion  ;  although  she  might  not  choose  to 
Mnciate  with  Mrs.  Eaton,  I  did  not  think  she  intended  to 
4MaIt  her ;  she  might  have  supposed  that  there  was  some 
'#Mgn,  not  altogether  respectful  to  herself  in  the  offer  of 
Ihe  attendance  to  supper  of  the  secretary  of  war,  whose 
'^He  she  did  not  visit ;  instead  of  that  of  the  secretary  of 
-tittle,  which,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  she  probably 
wnidered  herself  entitled  to.  I  was  present,  and  saw 
motH  of  what  had  happened.  She  evidently  thought  her- 
wM  aggrieved  at  something,  but  acted  with  much  dignity 
#B  the  occasion.  I  saw  no  appearance  of  insult  offered  to 
4lffB.  Eaton.  He  replied  that  he  had  been  fully  informed, 
mnd'knew  all  about  it ;  and  but  for  certain  reasons  which 
im  mentioned,  he  would  have  sent  the  foreign  minister  be- 
fore referred  to,  and  his  wife,  home  immediately. 

'**  After  some  further  conversation  on  this  and  other  mat- 
IRV,  in  which  I  consider  the  president  as  having  entire- 
ly waived  the  demand  made  through  Col.  Johnson,  that 
ray  family  must  visit  Mrs.  Eaton,  as  the  condition  of  my 
Mmaining  in  office,  and  in  which  he  expressed  himself  in 
terms  of  personal  kindness  towards  me,  I  took  my  leave. 
Se  did  not  show  me,  or  read  any  paper  on  the  subject." 

The  statement  I  have  quoted  was  signed  by  Mr.  Ingham 
and  Mr.  Branch,  and  Mr.  Berrien  certified  to  its  accura- 
cy and  correctness. 

Afterwards  Col.  Johnson,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  hiip 
to  Mr.  Berrien,  alleged  that  he  had  been  misunderstood. 
H*  says,  ''  I  find  that  you  understood  me  to  say  that  the 
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president  would  at  least  expect  the  invitation  of  Mn.  E^ 
ton  when  you  gave  large  ajid  general  partiei.  Hie  fmi 
dent  never  did  directly  or  indirectly  expren  or  intimato 
such  an  expectation.  He  informed  me  that  ha  had  baga 
induced  to  believe  that  a  part  of  his  cabinet  had  entend 
into  a  combination  to  drive  Maj.  Eaton  from  it,  by  nirh 
ding  him  and  his  fiunily  from  society ;  that  be  had  boia 
also  informed  that  the  Buccessive  parties  to  which  yoo  d- 
lude  was  a  link  in  the  chain ;  that  attempt  had  beea  tmia 
even  upon  foreign  minbters  to  exclude  Haj.  Eatoa  ajal 
his  family  from  their  parties  ;  that  such  a  state  of  thimi 
gave  him  great  distress ;  that  he  was  detemuned  at  all 
hazards  to  have  harmony  in  his  cabinet.  He  then  read^ 
paper  conuining  the  principles  upon  which  he  intended  ID 
act  In  my  conversation  with  you,  I  referred  to  thk  ]»• 
per.  No  doubt  it  is  now  in  existence.  It  disclaimed  al 
intentions,  on  the  part  of  the  president,  to  regulate,  in  aif 
manner  whatever,  the  private  or  social  intercoorae  of  the 
members  of  his  cabinet.  As  a  mutual  friend  I  colled  upM 
you  and,  as  a  peace  maker,  my  object  was  to  make  thp 
above  communication  in  the  most  delicate  manner  pov^ 
ble.  During  our  conversation,  in  the  anxiety  of  my  heaif 
to  serve  my  friend  and  my  country,  it  was  I  alooe,  npoa 
my  own  responsibility,  who  made  the  su^estion  or  propo- 
sition, or  rather  inquiry,  whether  you  could  not,  at  tlM«a 
large  and  promiscuous  parties,  invite  Maj.  Eaton  and  hit 
family.  From  the  total  social  non-intercourse  of  tba 
members  of  the  cabinet,  the  want  of  harmony  was  infw 
red,  more  than  from  any  other  circumstance ;  and  my  de- 
sire was  to  remedy  that  evil  by  the  suggestion  or  inqidry 
which  I  made.  It  would  have  been  an  absolute,  i 
iied,  and  total  misrepresentation  of  his  viewa,  if  I  t 
represented  the  president  as  making  any  auch  < 
You  will  therefore  perceive  that  you  have  fallen  into  tha 
mistake  of  supposing  that  I  attributed  to  him  what  wm 
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the  spontaneous,  sole,  and  independent  suggestion  of  my 
own  mind." 

Whether  Col.  Johnson  was,  in  fact,  misunderstood  by 
Mr.  Ingham  and  his  colleagues ;  or  if  they  understood 
bim  correctly,  whether  his  verbal  or  written  statement 
contains  the  true  version  of  Gen.  Jackson's  instructions  to 
him,  the  reader  will,  of  course,  decide  according  to  the 
convictions  of  his  own  mind.  It  appears  that  things  re* 
maioed  in  the  position  they  were  when  Mr.  Ingham  held 
the  last  conversation  with  the  president,  as  mentioned  at 
the  close  of  his  statement,  that  nothing  was  made  public 
ca  the  subject,  except  by  vague  and  uncertain  rumors  ; 
apd  that  the  cabinet  went  on  apparently  in  harmony,  until 
more  than  a  year  afterwards.  On  the  11th  April,  1831, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  addressed  a  letter  to  the  president,  in 
which  he  resigned  his  office  as  secretary  of  state  ;  and  on 
the  same  day,  or  day  following,  Major  Eaton  resigned 
the  office  of  secretary  of  war.  The  causes  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  assigned  for  his  resignation,  was  his  belief,  that  if 
he  should  continue  in  the  cabinet,  that  circumstance  would 
tend  to  increase  and  embitter  the  disputes  about  a  succes- 
sor to  General  Jackson  ;  and  that  such  continuance  would 
strengthen  and  increase  the  opposition  to  the  administra- 
tion. The  president,  on  the  next  day,  replied  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  accepting  his  resignation,  and  speaking  of  his  ser- 
vices in  the  most  complimentary  and  laudatory  terms. 
He  also  accepted  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Eaton.  One 
week  afterwards,  it  would  seem  that  the  president,  in  a 
separate  interview  with  each  of  the  other  secretaries, 
(Messrs.  Ingham  and  Branch,  and  the  attorney  general, 
Mr.  Berrien,)  intimated  to  them  his  wish  that  they  would 
reaign.  The  principles  upon  which  Gen.  Jackson  acted, 
are  developed,  so  far  as  he  chose  to  develope  them,  in  a 
of  circular,  addressed  to  each  of  his  cabinet  ministers 
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upon  accepting  their  reBignations.    The  following  b  die 
communication  he  addressed  to  Gov.  Branch  : 


*'  Washinotok,  April  IMI,  188L  t 

'^SiR — Last  evening  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  M- 
ter  of  that  date,  tendering  your  resignation  of  Ihe  oflhM 
of  secretary  of  the  navy.  When  the  resignyttion  of  llto 
secretary  of  state  and  secretary  of  war  were  tendered,  t 
considered  fully  the  reasons  offered,  and  all  the  ciituitt* 
stances  connected  with  the  subject  After  matare  delilN^ 
ration,  I  eonciuded  to  accept  those  resignations.  Bti 
when  this  conclusion  was  come  to,  it  was  accomponidt' 
with  a  conviction  that  I  must  entirely  renew  my  cabinMi' 
Its  members  had  been  invited  by  me  to  the  stations  thfl^ 
occupied — it  had  come  together  in  great  harmony,  andw 
a  unit.  Under  the  circumstances  in  which  I  found  my^ 
self,  I  could  not  but  perceive  the  propriety  of  selecting  ii 
cabinet  composed  of  entirely  new  materials,  as  being  cri^' 
culated,  in  this  respect  at  least,  to  command  public  coid^ 
dence  and  satisfy  public  opinion.  Neither  could  I  be  in- 
sensible to  the  fact  that,  to  permit  two  only  to  retirs, 
would  be  to  afford  room  for  unjust  misconceptions  aoff 
malignant  misrepresentations  concerning  the  inflnence  dt' 
their  particular  presence  upon  the  conduct  of  public  tf^ 
fairs.  Justice  to  the  individuals  whose  public  spirit  hm 
impelled  them  to  tender  their  resignations,  also  requiitttt 
then,  in  my  opinion,  the  decision  which  I  have  statadi 
however  painful  to  my  ovm  feelings,  it  became  necessary 
that  I  should  frankly  make  known  to  you  my  views  of  thie 
whole  subjeet 

*'  In  accepting  of  your  resignation,  it  is  with  great  pleih 
sure  that  I  bear  testimony  to  the  integrity  and  seal  witb 
which  you  have  managed  the  concerns  of  the  navy,  to 
your  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  your  office,  over  whlci^' 
I  have  any  control,  I  have  been  fully  satisfied;  and  in  yoor 
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retirement,  you  carry  with  you  my  best  wishes  for  your 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

'^It  is  expected  that  you  will  continue  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  your  office  until  a  successor  is  appointed. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

"  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

Tlie  allegation  of  a  want  of  harmony  in  the  cabinet,  so 
fir  as  related  to  measures,  was  utterly  unfounded.  In  re- 
ipect  to  the  principles  on  which  the  government  ought  to 
be  conducted,  the  cabinet,  to  use  General  Jackson's  favor- 
lie  expression,  was  '* an  unit"  The  only  ostensible  dif- 
ference was  that  which  has  been  related  in  respect  to  the 
propriety  of  visiting  and  receiving  visits  from  Mrs.  Eaton; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Ingham  and  his  colleagues  soon  pub- 
lished what  I  have  above  quoted  as  the  sole  cause  of  dif- 
ference. The  real  cause,  however,  must  have  been  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  successor  of  the  then  presi- 
dential incumbent,  connected  with  the  dispute  about  the 
reception  of  Mrs.  Eaton  in  the  fashionable  circles  at 
Washington. 

The  movement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  ju- 
dicious. He  rightly  judged  that  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible for  him,  even  with  the  aid  of  Gen.  Jackson,  to 
unite  the  democratic  party  in  his  favor,  so  long  as  a  ma- 
jority of  the  cabinet  with  which  he  was  associated  were 
warmly  in  favor  of  so  formidable  a  rival  as  John  C.  Cal- 
houn. 

After  this  explosion,  evidently  produced  by  the  appro- 
bation and  advice  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  (/alhoun  kept 
no  terms  either  with  Van  Buren  or  Jackson,  and  accord- 
ingly we  find  at  a  public  dinner  given  to  Mr.  Calhoun  at 
Pendleton,  in  South  Carolina,  a  short  time  after  these  oc- 
currences at  Washington,  the  ordinary  and  formal  toast  to 
the  president  was  omitted,  and,  as  was  intimated  in  a 
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Charleston  paper,  intentionally  omitted ;  and  the  first 
toast  drank  was  evidently  intended  as  a  severe  reflectioo 
upon  the  political  character  of  Van  Buren,  although  he 
was  not  named  in  it  Before,  however,  the  party  broke 
up,  the  following  toast  was  drunk  : 

*'  Martin  Van  Buren — <  Ah  that  deceit  should  steal  sndi 
gentle  shapes,  and  with  a  virtuous  visor  hide  deep  vioeAp'** 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  shortly  afterwards  appointed  by 
the  president  minister  to  London,  and  Mr.  Eaton  was  also 
sent  abroad  on  a  foreign  mission. 

On  the  third  of  June  the  convention  of  national  repub- 
licans, which  was  projected  the  preceding  winter,  assem- 
bled at  Albany.  It  was  highly  respectable,  both  for  num- 
boi*s  and  the  character  of  the  members.  Peter  R.  Liv- 
ingston, the  old  senator  from  Dutchess  county,  was  ap- 
pointed president.  Upon  taking  his  seat  he  addressed  the 
convention  in  a  very  felicitous  manner.  He  spoke  in  the 
most  laudatory  terms  of  Mr.  Clay.  He  condemned  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  alluded  in  a  manner 
extremely  sarcastic,  to  the  disbanded  "unit  cabinet''  of 
General  Jackson.  Something  like  a  state  organization 
was  attempted,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  Ambrose 
Spencer,  and  thirty-six  others,  were  chosen  delegates  to 
the  national  convention.  Judge  Spencer  attended,  upoD 
special  invitation,  the  state  convention  at  Albany,  and  be- 
fore they  adjourned  addressed  that  assembly  at  considera- 
ble length.  Judge  Spencer  had  formerly  been  inclined  to 
support  (rcn.  Jackson,  and  indeed  had,  during  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's administration,  expressed  a  most  decided  opinion 
against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Clay  as  secretary  of  state. 
He  was  now  very  ardent  in  his  opposition  to  the  formeri 
and  in  his  support  of  the  latter. 

The  convention  adopted  a  number  of  spirited  resolu- 
tions, in  one  of  which  they  recommended  Henry  Clay  as 
a   suital)lc  person  to  be  supported  for  president  ol  the 
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United  States.  They  also  published  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  state,  signed  by  Mr.  Livingston  as  president, 
John  D.  Dickinson  and  Herman  H.  Bogart,  vicc-presi- 
denti^  and  Joseph  Hoxie  and  Orrin  Follet,  secretaries. 

In  May,  Henry  Seymour  resigned  the  office  of  canal 
commissioner,  and  the  governor  soon  aftei'wards,  in  the 
reoess  of  the  legislature,  appointed  Jonas  Earll  of  Onon- 
daga in  his  place. 

It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Seymour  to  say,  that 
nowithstanding  the  immense  amount  of  moneys  which 
passed  through  his  hands,  and  the  many  and  vastly  impor- 
tant contracts  made  by  him  on  the  part  of  the  state,  that 
not  the  least  suspicion  has  ever  been  breatlied  against  the 
purity  of  his  character  and  conduct.  He  was  in  all  re- 
spects a  correct  business  man.  Of  his  urbanity  and  cour- 
tesy I  have  already  spoken. 

James  Monroe,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  died 
on  the  4th  day  of  July.  Thus,  three  out  of  the  five  de- 
ceased presidents  died  on  the  anniversary  day  of  Ameri- 
can Independence.  May  not  the  fact  be,  that  those  dis- 
tinguished men  were  excited  more  than  ordinary  men  on 
that  day,  and  to  a  degree  exceeding  the  strength  of  their 
enfeebled  and  worn  out  animal  powers  ? 

Very  little  excitement  prevailed  at  the  November  annu- 
al election.  The  large  anti-masonic  majorities  in  the 
counties,  composing  what  was  called  the  infected  district, 
rendered  all  efforts  hopeless  on  the  part  of  the  Jackson 
party  to  overcome  it,  and  of  course  no  great  efforts  were 
made.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  most  of  the  inte- 
rior counties,  the  counties  bordering  on  Hudson's  river,  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  the  Long  Island  counties.  There 
all  resistcnce  to  the  Jackson  party  seemed  vain,  and  indeed 
very  little  was  made.  In  general,  so  far  as  there  was  any 
change,  it  was  apparently  against  the  anti-masons.  In 
some  counties,  however,  the}  gained  from  tne  last  year  or 
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two.  In  the  counly  of  Ot§cgo  for  imtvica,  ii4»mkr  itt 
1S29,  Mr.  Beardsley  obtauied  more  thao  1,300  najwilg^ 
over  Mr.  Mumford,  the  aati-maspnic  candidate ;  belh  dn> 
iherifTsod  clerk  supported  by  the  aoti-ma«oiu  weraeUoW 
cd.  But  the  success  of  the  anti-masonic  caadtdata  Sir 
sheriff  was  owing  to  some  local  causes  and  peraonU  di& 
culties,  and  the  triumph  of  the  candidate  of  that  putf 
(Horace  Lathrop)  for  clerk,  was  undoubtedly  prodaosdbji 
bis  great,  and  deserved  personal  popularity. 

The  Jackson  party  succeeded  in  electing  their  asMtH*  - 
in  all  the  districts  except  the  eighth. 
The  senators  chosen  were  : 
From  the  First  District,  Mr.  Cropsy, 
"  Second    do.,     Allen  Macdooald, 

Third      do.,     John  W.  Edmonds, 
"  Fourth    do.,    JosiahFisk, 

"  Fifth        do.,     Robert  Lansing, 

**  Sixth        do.,     John  McDowell, 

"  Seventh  do.,     Mr.  Halsey, 

"  Eighth     do.,     John  Birdsall. 

Id  the  assembly  there  was  a  large  Jackson  oiajoritr. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

rOLITIOAL  ANTMf  A0ONRT. 

Not  having  myseir  been  personally  acquainted  with  the 
political  action  of  the  party  called  anti-masons,  1  took  the 
liberty  of  requesting  a  gentleman,  eminent  for  his  stand- 
ing and  talents,  who,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  excite- 
ment on  the  subject  of  masonry,  resided  and  still  resides 
in  one  of  our  western  cities,  and  who  was  himself  a  lead- 
ing and  efficient  anti-mason,  to  furnish  me  with  a  state- 
ment which  should  present  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  that 
■iDgalar  political  association.  He  has  been  so  obliging  as 
to  send  me  the  following  brief  account,  which  I  here  in- 
sert precisely  as  written  out  by  him  : 

In  the  year  1826  an  event  occurred,  which  in  its  con- 
sequences, became  the  foundation  of  a  new  political  party, 
baaed  upon  principles  before  unknown  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  state,  but  which,  in  its  progress  had  an  impor 
tant  influence  upon  its  political  character.  It  will  be  at 
once  perceived  that  the  event  alluded  to  is  the  abduction 
of  William  Morgan  and  the  new  political  party  denomi- 
nated the  anti-masonic  party. 

It  seems  necessary  to  advert  briefly  to  the  causes  of  the 
existence  of  this  party,  and  to  the  facts  which  brought  it 
into  life.  On  the  11th  of  September,  1826,  William 
Morgan  was  seized,  at  Batavia,  upon  a  criminal  charge,  by 
a  company  of  men  who  came  from  Canandaigua,  and 
carried  eastward  to  Canandaigua  as  a  prisoner  for  exami- 
nation. He  was  acquitted  of  the  criminal  charge  but  was 
immediately  arrested  upon  a  civil  process  for  a  trifling 
debt. — ^Judgment  obtained,  and  execution  issued,  and 
Morgan  imprisoned  upon  such  execution  in  the  jail  at 

X  *  Hoo.  Pradenek  WhittlcMjr. 
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There  was  thus  early,  no  political  object  or  motiye 
which  entered  into  the  movements  of  the  people  or  of. 
their  committees.  The  political  parties  in  the  state  at  thai 
time  were  commonly  designated  as  the  Clintonian  and 
Bucktail  parties.  At  the  November  election,  in  1826,  Da 
Witt  Clinton  was  the  candidate  for  governor  of  the  former 
party,  and  William  B.  Rochester  of  the  latter.  Judge 
Rochester's  friends  in  the  west  had  strong  confidence  iQ 
his  election,  and  the  better  informed  of  them  more  feared 
a  want  of  heartiness  and  confidence  among  their  own  pc^ 
litical  friends  at  the  east,  than  they  did  the  actual  strength 
of  the  Clintonian  party.  The  outrage  was  committed  be- 
fore the  election  was  held,  and  as  the  public  mind  was 
very  considerably  excited  by  the  pending  political  cann 
paign,  less  attention  was  paid  to  this  incident  as  a  polite 
cal  matter.  There  were,  doubtless,  even  at  that  time^ 
some  few  persons  in  GU^nesee  county,  who  believed  that 
the  masons,  as  a  body,  were  implicated  in  the  outrage,  and 
who  refused  to  vote  for  Mr.  Clinton  in  consequence  of  hit 
high  masonic  ofiice  ;  but  as  Judge  Rochester  was  also  a 
mason,  though  not  of  so  elevated  a  grade,  this  feeling  could 
hardly  be  brought  into  action  eflfectually,  and  in  point  of 
fact,  it  is  believed  that  it  did  not  influence  any  considera- 
ble number  of  votes  in  the  election  of  1820.  The  public 
meetings  which  were  held,  were  composed  indiscriminately 
of  members  of  both  political  parties ;  the  committees  ap- 
pointed were  constituted  in  the  same  way  ;  and  the  object 
avowed  was  the  high  and  praisworthy  one  of  investigat- 
ing a  crime,  which  had  been  perpetrated  against  the  liber- 
ty, if  not  the  life,  of  a  fellow  American  citizen.  In  many 
places  the  masons  were  invited  to  attend  the  meetings^ 
and  assist  in  the  investigation  ;  and  were  told,  if  they 
wished  to  avert  a  blot  from  their  escutchion,  and  protect 
themselves  from  suspicion,  they  should  give  their  personal 
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and  efficient  aid  in  vindicating  the  violated  majesty  of  the 
laws. 

The  committee  met  with  more  obstacles  in  tracing  the 
route  of  Morgan  than  usually  attends  criminal  investiga- 
tions efficiently  prosecuted.  They  could  trace  him  as  far 
as  Rochester,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  clue  was 
found  by  which  he  was  finally  traced  to  Fort  Niagara. 
The  very  difficulties  interposed  to  the  investigation  in- 
creased the  excitement  in  the  public  mind.  There  were 
some  who  early  implicated  the  whole  nmsonic  fraternity 
in  the  guilt  of  the  transaction.  This,  however,  was  not 
at  first  the  general  public  sentiment ;  but  when,  as  the  in- 
vestigation proceeded,  it  was  found  that  all  those  implica- 
ted in  the  transaction  were  masons ;  that  with  scarce  an 
exception  no  mason  aided  in  the  investigation ;  that  the 
whole  crime  was  made  a  matter  of  ridicule  by  the  masons, 
and  even  justified  by  them  openly  and  publicly  ;  that  the 
power  of  the  laws  was  defied  by  them,  and  the  committees 
taunted  with  their  inability  to  bring  the  criminals  to  pun- 
ishment before  tribunals  where  judges,  sheriflfs,  jurors  and 
witnesses  were  masons  ;  that  witnesses  were  mysteriously 
spirited  away,  and  the  committees  themselves  personally 
vilified  and  abused  for  acts  which  deserved  commendation, 
the  impression  spread  rapidly  and  seized  a  strong  hold 
upon  the  popular  judgment,  that  the  masonic  institution 
was  in  fact  responsible  for  this  daring  crime. 

Upon  this  particular  point  the  public  at  the  west  early 
began  to  divide  into  parties  and  take  sides,  not  as  a  politi- 
cal question  at  first,  but  upon  the  fact  whether  the  mason- 
ic institution,  and  masons  generally,  were  essentially  and 
morally  guilty  of  the  crime  which  had  been  perpetrated. 
The  unexpected  and  unusual  obstacles  and  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  investigation,  and  the  infatuated 
and  indefensible  conduct  of  many  individual  masons,  in 
relation  to  the  whole  affair,  stimulated  public  felling  to  the 
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highest  pitch  of  excitement.  The  ■pint  and  energy  of  the 
people  certainly  increased  under  the  difficulties  attending 
the  examination,  but  it  may  be  questionable  whether  their 
coolness  and  discretion  were  improved.  Heated  by  the 
novelty  of  the  crime,  the  mystery  in  which  it  was  shroud- 
ed, the  thousand  wild  and  exaggerated  rumors  which  audi 
novelty  and  mystery  were  well  calculated  to  set  afloat  and 
keep  alive,  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  denounced 
the  institution  in  the  severest  terms  as  blaaphemoiu  and 
murderous,  and  every  member  as  a  traitor  and  a  murderer; 
and  this  language  was  not  only  used  in  public  meetingi 
and  through  the  columns  of  newspapers,  but  in  oral  di«. 
cuBsions  and  social  intercourse,  and  boldly  avowed  face  to 
face.  The  numerous  members  of  the  fraternity  who  had 
a  criminal  agency  in  the  oSbnce  against  the  laws,  were 
naturally  both  alarmed  and  exasperated  by  the  penever- 
ing  efforts  which  were  made  to  expose  the  whole  crime ; 
and  most  of  them  being  at  that  time  unknown  and  unsus- 
pected, and  having  a  deep  stake  in  stifling  investigation, 
were  by  their  alarm  prompted,  and  by  their  Mtuation  ena- 
bled, to  stimulate  the  highmindcd  and  really  innocent  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity  with  a  feeling  of  mdignation  at  a 
persecution  which  would  involve  in  one  sweeping  ood- 
demnation  all  the  members  of  an  entire  institution. 

A  great  portion  of  the  public  not  at  that  time  knowing 
any  thing  of  the  nature  or  frame  of  the  masonic  inatitii^ 
tion,  and  not  being  able  to  distinguish  between  lodge-go^ 
ing  masons  and  those  who  had  been  disconnected  with  any 
lodge  by  reason  of  years  of  non-attendance,  acted  vtpoa 
the  maxim  "  once  a  mason  always  a  mason,"  and  hesibteJ 
not  to  charge  every  individual  member  of  the  frnternitj* 
with  the  crime  which  had  been  committed  by  the  more 
active  and  infatuated  members.  The  really  innocent  aiid 
masonically  ignorant  members  of  the  fraternity  were  na^ 
urally  indignant  at  such  imputations,   and  woald  repel 
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tfanv  wHh  BO  nMuared  wannth,  while  the  artful  stimu- 
Ia0t8  of  the  really  guilty  but  still  unsuspected  members 
would  have  both  the  efiect  to  increase  the  heat  of  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  innocent,  and  enable  the  guilty  to  class 
themselves  with  men  of  undoubted  probity  and  character, 
as  the  victims  of  a  common  persecution. 

By  mutual  crimination  and  recrimination  the  excitement 
was  stimulated  to  the  highest  pitch  of  violence  almost 
ever  witnessed  in  the  country,  entering  into  all  the  reli- 
gious, political  and  social  relations  of  society.  Large 
mimbers  were  determined  that  the  crime  of  Morgan's  ab- 
duction should  be  investigated  and  punished,  and  that  the 
veil  of  secresy  which  still  shrouded  this  dark  deed  should 
be  torn  away,  if  human  ingenuity  could  contrive  or  hu- 
man effort  effect  this  object  They  were  also  determined 
to  hold  the  masonic  institution  corporately  and  masons  in- 
cfividually  responsible  and  guilty  of  this  abduction  and 
probable  murder.  Innocent  masons  sheltered  themselves 
in  inactivity  and  complaints  of  persecution  :  guilty  ones^ 
m  louder  complaints,  violent  recrimination,  fierce  defi- 
ance and  active  efforts  to  cover  up  or  remove  all  evidence 
of  guilt.  Men  who  were  not  masons,  and  in  advance  of 
any  political  action,  were  at  a  loss  which  side  to  take. 
Each  took  the  side  which  his  own  relations,  associations, 
means  of  information  or  temperament  pointed  out  as  pro- 
per and  just.  All  such  men,  it  must  be  assumed,  desired 
justice  to  be  done ;  but  many  such  men  either  doubted  the 
existence  of  the  crime,  the  propriety  of  the  course  pursu- 
ed in  the  investigation,  or  the  justice  of  holding  all  the 
masons  guilty  of  a  crime  which  was  not  yet  proved  upon 

any. 

This  was  the  situation  of  affairs  up  to  the  time  of  the 
trial  of  Lawson  and  others  before  Judge  Throop,  (after- 
wards governor,)  in  January,  1827.  Many  develop- 
ments were  expected  from  that  trial,  which  would  settle 


the  pnUie  miad  u  to  the  fscti; .  bat  ooBtnrjr  to  As  e^Mt- 
tatioD  of  sll,  the  defeDduta  plraded  guilty,  lod  thw  dat 
out  the  evidence  or  legal  proofH  which  the  public  jod^ 
meat  craved,  and,  if  any  thing,  left  the  pablic  mind  ia  a 
higher  state  of  excitement  than  before.  It  waa  upon  IIm 
occasion  of  sentencing  these  conifHnton,  that  Judga 
Throop  used  the  just,  eloquent  and  appropriate  lingaagB 
which  has  peen  so  often  quoted  in  the  newspapen.  Id  m- 
lation  to  the  then  pervading,  excitement  he  aaid:  "Yoor 
conduct  has  created,  in  the  people  of  this  section  of  tbt 
country,  a  strong  feeling  of  virtuous  indignatioo.  Tin 
court  rejoices  to  witness  it — to  be  made  certain  that  a  eitH 
sen's  person  cannot  be  invaded  by  lawless  violence,  witt 
out  its  being  felt  by  every  individual  in  the  communi^. 
It  is  a  blessed  spirit,  and  we  do  hope  that  it  will  not  sidt- 
side;  that  it  will  be  accompanied  by  a  ceaseless  vigilanoe 
and  untiring  activity,  until  every  actor  in  this  profligala 
conspiracy,  is  hunted  from  his  hiding  place,  and  brotigkt 
before  the  tribunals  of  his  country,  to  receive  the  punial^ 
ment  merited  by  his  crime.  We  think  we  see  in  this  pulv 
lie  sensation,  the  spirit  which  brought  us  into  existence  as 
a  nation,  and  a  pledge  that  our  rights  and  liberties  an 
destuied  to  endure."  This  language,  just  and  appropriata 
as  it  was,  evidently  alluded  to  the  existing  excitement,  ia 
relation  to  the  novel,  undeveloped  and  mysterious  criaw 
of  which  several  of  the  western  counties  had  been  the 
tlieatre  of  commission.  Anti-masonry,  at  that  tune,  hai 
not  become  political. 

As  has  been  before  remarked,  the  excitement  againtt 
the  masons  bo  far  from  being  allayed  by  the  result  oi  tbia 
trial,  only  burned  with  the  greater  fierceness.  Other  ar- 
cumstances  contributed  to  produce  this  resulL  About  this 
time,  delegates  from  the  several  committees  went  to 
Lewiston,  to  endeavor  to  penetrate  the  secret  which  still 
covered  the  final  fate  of  Moi^gan.    The  gentlemen  of  thii 
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■ooDvention,  commonly  called  the  Lewiston  convention^ 
were  so  successful  in  their  mission,  as  to  ascertain  to  their 
satisfaction,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  reposed 
confidence  in  them,  that  Morgan  had  been  carried  to  Fort 
Niiqy^ara;  there  confined  in  its  magazine,  and  there,  or  near 
there,  eventually  put  to  death.  Their  narrative  was  not 
published  until  some  time  afterwards ;  but  the  leading 
fiusts  were  given  to  the  wings  of  the  wind  through  a  thou- 
sand rumors,  and  they  lost  nothing  in  horror  by  repeti- 
fkm.  Morgan's  book,  to  suppress  which  was  the  whole 
object  of  the  conspiracy,  had  been  published,  disclosing 
the  then  obligations  and  ceremonies  of  the  first  degrees  of 
maionry;  and  there  were  rumors  of  bloodier  obligations 
attached  to  the  higher  degrees.  All  these  things — the 
number  of  masons  actually  engaged  in  the  conspiracy — 
the  nature  of  their  obligations — the  conduct  of  masons 
themselves — some  of  their  idle  and  unmeaning  threats — 
served  to  lash  the  public  feeling  into  such  a  state  of  fury, 
that  under  almost  any  other  government,  the  outbreak 
must  have  been  marked  by  horror  and  bloodshed.  The 
genius  of  our  government  seemed  to  furnish  a  safety-valve 
for  the  ebullition  of  this  feeling  of  a  more  quiet  and  peace- 
fill  character,  viz :  the  ballot  box.  The  people  were  ex- 
cited. The  last  election  had  passed  with  the  success  of 
Mr.  Clinton  as  governor,  and  the  success  of  the  Bucktails 
in  both  branches  of  the  legislature.  Its  excitements  and 
its  interests  were  forgotten,  or  rather  wholly  swallowed 
up  in  a  more  engrossing  subject  A  great  mass  of  the 
people  in  many  of  our  western  towns,  without  any  regard 
to  their  previous  political  designations,  united  in  the  belief 
that  masonry  and  masons  had  violated  the  laws;  that  ma- 
sonry and  masons  had  obstructed  the  executiun  of  the 
laws  ;  that  masonry,  by  its  very  constitution,  set  itself 
above  the  laws;  and  that  masonry  was  a  dangerous  insti- 
tution and  must  be  put  down.     Being  themselves  trained 
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by  habit  and  education  to  respect  the  Iwwpii  they  wkw  bo 
otiier  mode  to  efiect  their  object,  except  that  which  the 
constitution  put  into  their  hands.    At  many  of  their  tomm 
meetings  in  the  spring  of  1627,  they  resolved  and  aclad 
upon  the  resolution,  that  no  adhering  free  mason  was  wot- 
thy  to  receive  the  votes  of  freemen  for  any  office;  andhj^ 
their  voteSi  they  excluded  free  masons  from  office.    Its 
impossible  now  to  say,  which  town  first  set  this  ftramplily 
of  bringing  the  subject  of  free  masonry  to  the  teat  of  ths 
ballot  box ;  the  movements  in  this  respect  were  nearif 
simultaneous  in  several  towns  in  Genesee  and  MoniM 
counties.    It  is  impossible  too,   to  say,  whether  thosfe 
movements  were  first  commenced  by  the  opponents,  •of 
free  masonry,  to  put  down  the  mstitution,  or  by  the  h^ 
masons  to  put  down  the  committees.    Each,  probdh^ 
commenced  the  movement  in  different  towns.    The  fe^ 
ing  rose  so  strong  and  fierce  on  both  sides,  that  it  waaev^ 
dent  that  it  must  find  vent  somewhere ;  and  it  waa  forta^ 
nate  for  the  country,  that  the  nature  of  our  institutioaB 
furnished  a  constitutional  vent,  where  so  little  ham  Wo«li 
be  done.    Thus,  in  fact,  political  anti^iasonry  had  ill 
commencement    It  presented  but  a  single  point,  the  ds^ 
struction  of  free  masonry  through  the  instrumentality  if 
the  ballot  box.    People  at  first  arrayed  themselvea  M 
each  side  of  this  question — ^with  reference  to  this  quoitki 
alone — and  with  utter  disregard  of  all  previous  poUtioal 
designations  and  distinctions.     It  was  emphatically  a  spo^ 
taneous  movement  of  the  people  themselves,  not  only  ai 
absence  of,  but  in  defiance  of  the  counsels  of  polideal 
leaders.    It  was,  in  truth  and  reality,  a  spontaneous  ovIp 
break  of  popular  impulse,  prompted  by  no  leader,  giaidad 
by  no  politician.    Its  first  and  principal  purpose  was  It 
aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  by  the  bdlot  box ;  to 
strengthen  the  arm  of  justice  by  the  elective  firanchiaai 


1827.]  OF    NEW-YORK.  379 

It  is  not  necessary  here,  nor  does  it  coine  within  the 
scope  of  this  treatise  at  all,  to  say  whether  the  views  of 
the  anti-masons  were  right  or  wrong ;  whether  their  prin* 
ciple  of  exclusion  of  free  masons  was  "Worthy  or  unworthy 
of  themselves  or  the  country  ;  whether  their  manner  of 
political  action  was  justifiable  or  prudent  or  otherwise : 
tboie  topics  may  find  an  appropriate  place  in  a  treatise  of 
wocher  character.  In  order  to  show  fairly  the  causes  of 
the  rise  of  the  anti-masonic  party,  as  a  political  party,  it 
Ijyu  been  deemed  necessary  to  say  thus  much  of  its  origin, 
^  its  rise  is  intimately  connected  with  the  outrage  upon 
Moi^gan ;  but  the  history  of  that  transaction,  important 
though  it  may  be  in  another  point  of  view,  will  only  be 
adverted  to  here  as  connected  with  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  political  party  whose  history  is  now  under  consid- 
eimtion. 

Though  this  was  the  starting  point  of  anti-masonry  as 
a  political  party,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  this 
party  even  then,  or  until  some  considerable  time  after- 
wards, assumed  the  perfect  form  and  feature  of  an  organ- 
iied  party.  The  town  elections  above  mentioned  were 
tbfB  results  of  the  desultory  and  spontaneous  efforts  of  the 
people  themselves  in  different  towns.  Those  who  were 
generally  considered  as  political  leaders  were  mostly 
averse  to  taking  political  ground  in  this  manner.  Their 
old  party  ties  and  associations  were  still  cherished  ;  and 
practised  politicians  upon  either  side  were  averse  to  aban- 
doning the  parties  with  which  they  had  so  long  acted. 
Some  of  them  desired  to  preserve  and  continue  the  old 
party  organization,  but  so  to  conduct  their  respective  ope- 
rations as  to  prevent  the  nomination  of  masons  by  the 
conventions  of  either  political  party.  In  this  way  it  was 
hoped  by  some,  that  masonry  could  be  effectually  put 
down  in  a  quiet  manner,  without  incurring  the  imputation 
of  removing  old  political  landmarks^  or  dissolving  old  po- 


880  POLITICAL    HISTORY  [I§S7. 

litical  associations.    If  reflection  did  not,  subseqaent  dr- 
cumstances  did  show,  that  ail  such  speculations  were  idfe* 
Masons  were  no  more  willing  to  be  proscribed  in  the  ow 
ventions  than  at  th^  polls,  and  it  might  have  been  foresesV 
that  one  party  or  the  other  would  bid  for  their  aid.     Tte' 
then  posture  of  political  parties,  both  in  regard  to  atafof 
and  national  politics,  may,  and  probably  did,  have  somiK 
thing  to  do  in  making  anti-masonry  political.     Mr.  CW 
ton  had  been  elected  governor,  and  it  began  by  this  tune 
to  be  understood  that  he  would  unite  with  Mr.  Van  Banil 
in  the  support  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  presidency.     TUi 
determination  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  not  acceptable  to  nud^ 
of  his  political  friends.     On  the  other  hand,  a  large  foU 
tion  of  the  bucktails  at  the  west  were  dissatisfied  witt 
the  former  movement  of  their  political  friends  to  force  thift 
nomination  of  Mr.  Crawford  ;  they  were  suspicious  tUil 
the  recent  election  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  produced  by  the 
supincncss  if  not  treachery  of  their  political  friends  at  dii 
east,  and  they  were  jealous  of  the  reputed  union  betweW 
Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  secure  the  vote  of  tU 
state  for  Gen.  Jackson.     All  these  circumstances  gave  1& 
politicians  of  the  Clintonian  party,  opposed  to  Gren.  JaciP 
son,  who  were  upon  the  committees  of  investigatioiiy  ¥ 
convenient  opportunity,  by  operating  upon  the  prevalent 
public  sentiment  against  masonry,  to  direct  the  attentki' 
of  those  who  were  thus  hostile  to  masonry,  to  the  fmk 
that  both  Grov.  Clinton  and  General  Jackson  were  higfk 
masons,  and  that  their  political  union  was  another  e^' 
dence  of  masonic  influence,  and  thus  stimulate  this  aentf^ 
ment  to  the  opposition  of  both.     The  Clintonian  commit- 
tee men  could,  in  this  mode,  present  the  appearance  dt 
magnanimity  in  giving  up  their  own  cherished  leader,  WbU 
with  the  better  grace  ask  the  bucktails  in  like  manner  to 
give  up  Gen.  Jackson,  whom,  without  the  interferenoe  of 
anti-masonry,  that  party  would  have  very  generally  siq^' 
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ported.  As  the  situation  of  political  parties  at  that  time 
famished  shrewd  and  calculating  politicians  with  oppor- 
tunities for  so  directing  the  prevalent  public  feeling,  it  has 
been  supposed  that  they  took  advantage  of  it  to  give  such 
direction  to  public  action.  Possibly  something  of  this 
kind  may  have  been  done  or  attempted ;  yet  a  careful 
oonnderation  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment  at  that  time 
must  satisfy  any  one  that  but  little  could  have  been  effect- 
0d  in  this  way.  In  a  state  of  high  excitement  in  any 
community  few  can  remain  cool  and  unaffected  by  the  pre- 
valent public  sentiment ;  and  those  that  do,  by  not  enter- 
ing into  the  feeling  themselves,  have  seldom  the  power  of 
giving  direction  to  public  feeling.  Those  who  are  excited 
themselves  will  receive  directions  and  suggestions  only 
fixxn  those  who  are  heartily  and  earnestly  imbued  with 
the.  same  general  feeling. 

The  truth  is,  the  public  were  highly  excited,  and  the 
ezdtement  pervaded  all  classes  of  people.  If  the  more 
practised  politicians  were  desirous  of  giving  a  different  di- 
rection to  the  public  feeling,  they  found  it  was  substan- 
tially out  of  their  power.  The  people  had  themselves 
determined  to  bring  the  subject  of  free  masonry  to  the 
test  of  the  ballot  box,  laying  out  of  view  all  other  politi- 
cal questions,  and  those  who  felt  with  them  were  con- 
strained to  follow  the  popular  impulse.  The  investiga- 
tion of  the  abduction  during  the  summer  of  1827,  had 
made  many  converts  to  this  sentiment,  and  before  the  fall 
elections  came  on,  those  who  were  determined  to  make 
masonry  a  test  at  the  elections,  were  a  majority  in  several 
counties,  though  the  fact  was  not  generally  belived  until 
after  the  elections  were  held.  During  all  this  time,  and 
indeed  during  the  whole  contest,  the  masons  complained 
of  this  course  as  unjust  and  prescriptive.  And  on  the 
other  hand  the  anti-masons,  even  while  preparing  their 
tickets  for  the  canvass,  strenuously  insisted  that  their  ob- 
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jects  were  not  political.  They  seemed  at  firat  to  have  ha4 
ail  earnest  desire  to  escape  the  imputation  of  making  antt 
masonry  a  political  party.  Their  probable  object  in  do» 
ing  this,  while  they  avowed  they  would  not  vote  for  t 
mason  for  office,  was  to  inform  the  existing  political  par*! 
ties,  that  as  to  the  political  grounds  upon  which  they  wero 
divided,  they  should  neither  commit  themselves  or  take 
sides.  They  only  committed  themselves  not  to  support  d 
mason  of  any  party  ;  and  as  neither  political  party  wouU 
adopt  that  rule  of  exclusion,  they  were  forced  to  run  t 
ticket  of  their  own  ;  but  by  so  doing,  they  did  not  meao 
to  consider  themselves  bound  to  support  the  measures  of 
either  political  party.  They  had  an  object  of  their  owQ 
to  accomplish,  which  was  of  paramount  importance  id 
their  estimation,  and  they  asked  all  citizens  of  whatever 
former  politics,  to  aid  them  in  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object.  By  this  general  invitation  they  would  ofiend  tfa^ 
previous  political  feelings  or  prejudices  of  none.  If  thv 
invitation  was  accepted  by  the  mass  of  the  voters,  the  foi^ 
mer  political  parties  would  be  broken  up  and  destroyed. 
This  result  was  of  course  foreseen  by  the  politicians  of  aD 
parties.  The  political  leaders  were,  however,  desirous  of 
preserving  the  organization  of  the  respective  partievL 
Many  of  them  were  not  sufficiently  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  masons  to  take  ground  with  the  new 
party  ;  many  of  them  thought  the  basis  of  the  anti-oia* 
sonic  party  was  too  narrow  and  prescriptive  to  meet  with 
success;  or,  if  it  was  successful,  that  the  ascendancy  would 
be  temporary  and  ephemeral ;  and  so  they  determined  to 
stand  by  their  old  party  discipline  and  usages.  This  was 
rather  the  feeling  previous  to  the  election  of  1827.  Th^ 
bucktails  made  their  nominations — the  Adams  party  made 
theirs — and  the  anti-masons  made  theirs  without  any  re- 
gard to  previous  political  distinctions.  The  result  aston- 
ished all— even  the  anti-masons  themselves — and  opened 
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the  eyes  of  politicians  to  the  growing  power  of  this  new 
party.  At  this  election,  the  anti-masons  carried  Genesee, 
Monroe,  Livingston,  Orieans  and  Niagara  counties,  in  face 
of  both  the  other  parties. 

At  this  election,  the  candidates  of  the  Adams  party  re- 
onved  but  few  votes  comparatively.  The  candidates  of 
the  bucktail  party  took  by  far  the  largest  share  of  the 
votes  which  were  not  cast  for  anti-masonry,  in  the  coun- 
ties where  anti-masonry  was  made  a  question.  The  final 
malt  of  the  operation  of  anti-masonry  upon  the  existing 
political  parties  was  faintly  foreshadowed  by  its  evident 
eftct  in  this  election  in  these  few  counties.  A  large  ma- 
jority of  the  masons,  in  both  political  parties,  felt  them- 
selves proscribed  by  the  rule  which  the  anti-masons  had 
adopted,  and  would,  from  this  feeling,  vote  with  the  party 
which  showed  the  greatest  strength,  antagonistical,  to 
anti-masonry.  Many  of  the  prominent  members  of  both 
parties  also,  who  were  not  masons,  and  who  were  willing 
to  «ee  the  outrage  investigated,  were  yet  unwilling  to  give 
up  their  party  organization,  and,  perhaps,  thought  that  it 
was  unjust  and  impolitic  to  preclude  every  member  of  the 
masonic  fraternity  from  holding  office.  Some  of  the  poli- 
ticians of  the  old  Clintonian  party  were,  by  their  associa- 
tions, thrown  into  the  Jackson  party,  so  that  parties  in  the 
west  essentially  changed  ground.  The  incipient  Jackson 
party  was  formed  of  a  portion  of  the  old  and  regular  buck- 
tail  party — ^a  majority  of  the  masons  who  felt  themselves 
aggrieved  by  the  application  of  the  anti-masonic  principle 
— «nd  some  of  the  leading  Clintonians.  The  Adams  party 
was  left  with  but  few  in  numbers  :  composed  mostly  of 
Clintonians,  who,  though  masons,  were  unwilling  to  join 
the  Jackson  party  and  could  not  act  with  the  anti-masons, 
and  some  Clintonians  who  were  not  masons,  and  were  un- 
willing to  act  with  either  of  the  other  parties.  The  anti- 
masonic  party  was  composed  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
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old  Cliatonian  party,  and  indeed  almost  the  entire  part]% 
with  the  above  exceptions,  and  a  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  bucktail  party,  comprising  a  great  force  ai 
votes  at  the  polls,  and,  perhaps,  not  a  great  force  of  tbi 
old  political  leaders.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  these  re- 
marks are  to  be  deemed  to  be  confined  to  the  western 
counties,  commonly  called  ^'  the  infected  district,"  whan 
anti-masonry  had  its  origin. 

A  new  party  thus  organized,  like  the  anti-masonic  pu^. 
ty,  of  materials  never  before  accustomed  to  be  assimilated^ 
comparatively  without  leaders,  and  having  but  one  object, 
in  vie%  and  moved  by  a  feeling  of  high  excitement,  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  choice  in  the  selection  of  their  candh 
dates.  There  is  a  strong  instance  of  this  in  the  electioa 
of  1827.  An  anti-masonic  convention  for  the  8th  senati^. 
rial  district  was  held  in  that  year  for  the  nomination  of  aa. 
anti-masonic  candidate  for  senator.  They  were  somewhat 
at  a  loss  who  to  take  in  the  immaturity  of  the  party,  and 
selected  with  imprudent  haste  and  without  due  inquiry, 
George  A.  S.  Crooker,  as  their  candidate,  and  he  was  fbi^ 
mally  announced  as  such,  and  votes  regularly  printed  and 
distributed  for  him.  The  anti-masonic  committee  at 
Rochester  ascertained  that  Mr.  Crooker  was  not  only  a 
mason,  but  that  he  was  in  other  respects  an  unworthy  cafr 
didate  for  any  party,  and  recommended  that  Timothy  H. 
Porter,  the  nominee  of  the  bucktail  party,  should  receive 
the  suffrages  of  the  anti-masons.  This  recommendation 
though  given  upon  the  eve  of  the  election,  was  effective  ; 
Crooker  was  dropped  and  Mr.  Porter  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority. 

During  this  time  there  were  many  secessions  from  th^ 
masonic  fraternity,  and  the  seceding  members  not  only 
confirmed  the  truth  of  Morgan's  *'  Illustrations'*  of  tbe 
first  degree  of  masonry,  but  penetrated  farther  into  tbe 
arcana  of  the  masonic  mysteries,  and  disclosed  tbe 
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monies  and  obligations  of  several  of  the  higher  degrees  of 
masonry.  These  disclosures  induced  the  anti-masons  to 
FBoeive  the  seceding  members  into  their  fellowship,  and 
welcome  them  with  warmth  into  their  ranks,  with  every 
avurance  of  protection.  They  contributed  also  to  still 
fiuther  excite  the  public  feeling  in  the  western  counties 
against  the  institution,  and  to  prompt  them  to  greater  ex- 
ertions to  abolish  it  through  the  medium  of  the  ballot-box. 
The  institution  was  now  looked  upon  as  based  on  princi- 
ples dangerous  in  a  free  government,  subversive  of  polit- 
ical equality,  and  hostile  to  the  impartial  administration 
of  justice.  The  overthrow  of  the  institution  was  now  the 
principal  object  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  abduction  of 
Moigan  was  referred  to  as  one  among  the  many  evidences 
of  the  dangerous  and  secret  power  of  free  masonry.  Con- 
verts to  the  side  of  anti-masonry  increased  rapidly.  In 
Mmrch,  1828,  the  first  general  convention  was  held  at 
Lb  Roy  upon  this  subject,  and  was  composed  of  delegates 
frem  twelve  of  the  western  counties.  The  delegates  were 
anmerous  and  highly  respectable  for  their  standing  and 
eharacter.  The  whole  scope  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
convention  was  to  present  to  the  public  the  dangerous 
principles  of  free  masonry,  to  excite  attention  to  it,  and 
evoke  action  against  it.  This,  as  at  the  first,  was  the  only 
point  to  which  action  was  asked.  There  was  no  political 
veiolution  passed,  except  that  which  declared  that  free 
maeonry  was  unworthy  to  exist  in  a  free  government. 
Yet  this  convention  was  political  in  its  object  in  this  sense, 
Aat  it  endeavored  to  bring  public  opinion  to  bear  upon 
tbe  institution  of  free  masonry  through  the  ballot  box  ; 
and  the  better  to  eflect  that  object,  they  recommended  the 
calling  of  a  state  convention  at  Utica,  in  August  follow- 
ing. At  the  Le  Roy  convention,  Samuel  Works,  Henry 
Ely,  Frederick  F.  Bachus,  Frederick  Whittlesey  and 
Thnrlow  Weed  were  appointed  a  general  centra]  commit- 
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tee.  These  gentlemen  were  continued  in  Uwt  Btation  bf 
subsequent  state  conventions,  and  with  the  addition  of 
Bates  Cook  and  Timonthy  Fitch,  held  it  as  long  as  «Blft» 
masonry  continued  to  be  a  separate  and  distinct  party- 

The  object  of  calling  the  convention  at  Utica,  in  An» 
gust,  was  not  stated  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  noniinatiBi|f 
anti-masonic  candidates  for  governor  and  lieutenant  g^ 
vemor ;  but  it  was  very  generally  understood  that  sook 
step  would  be  taken  by  that  convention ;  and  it  was  il^ 
most  equally  generally  believed,  that  Francis  Grangin 
would  be  the  nominee  of  the  anti-masons  for  the  office  af 
governor. 

The  other  political  parties  were  actively  engaged  in  lbs 
presidential  contest,  to  be  decided  at  the  ensuing  election 
and  watching  with  keen  interest  the  course  of  eventa  whioh 
might  affect  their  several  political  prospects.  The  nationii 
al  republican  party  supported  Mr.  Adams  as  their  candi< 
date  for  president.  It  was  apparent  that  this  party  oeutf 
have  no  hope  of  success  for  their  state  ticket,  unlaw  thef 
could  secure  to  its  aid  the  anti-masonic  vote.  As  a 
jority  of  the  anti-masons  were  from  this  party,  it  did 
seem  to  its  leaders  difficult  to  command  their  auppoair 
They  supposed  that  by  calling  their  state  convention  finl^ 
and  so  far  yielding  to  the  anti-masonic  sentiment  as  to. {Hi 
in  nomination  candidates  who  were  not  masona, 
larly  if  Mr.  Granger,  the  expected  candidate  of  the 
masons,  was  put  upon  the  ticket,  the  anti-masons,  at 
convention  would  cordially  respond  to  such  aominatiDBf 
and  their  success  secured.  The  national  repuUicana  4ii 
call  their  state  convention,  which  was  heU  a  few  days  Ja 
advance  of  the  time  selected  for  the  meeting  of  the  aalip 
masonic  convention,  and  nominated  Judge  Smith  ThooqK 
son  as  their  candidate  for  governor,  and  Fmncis  Qmngn 
as  their  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor.  The  aatfai 
masons  w^re  almost  universaliy  diesntiflfiad  with  tMl 
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movement  of  the  national  republicans,  and  thought  that 
they  had  resorted  to  this  expedient  to  prostrate  the  anti- 
masonic  nominations  and  stifle  anti-masonry  in  the  em- 
brace of  a  mere  political  party.  Anti-masonry  had  taken 
the  ground  that  it  could  carry  the  question  of  masonry  to 
the  polls,  and  believing  this  to  be  a  matter  of  greater  im- 
portance and  higher  moment  than  any  mere  political  ques- 
tion, and  being  eager  and  enthusiastic  in  the  cause,  they 
determined  in  any  event  to  make  nominations  distinctly  on 
that  ground,  and  compel  the  national  republican  party  tc 
accept  them  or  lose  the  state.  In  other  words  the  anti- 
masons  wished  to  force  the  national  republicans  to  wield 
their  political  strength  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  ma- 
sonic institution,  and  consequently,  though  Judge  Thomp- 
son was  no  mason,  and  Mr.  Granger  was  a  favorite  with 
the  anti-masons,  the  national  republican  nominations  not 
being  placed  upon  anti-masonic  grounds,  met  with  no 
fevor  from  the  anti-masons.  Indeed  if  the  national  re- 
publican convention  had  nominated  precisely  the  same  in- 
dividuals whom  the  anti-masons  would  have  themselves 
nominated,  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  anti-masons  T^vould 
not  have  responded  even  to  such  nominations. 

Soon  after  these  nominations  vrere  made,  the  anti-ma- 
sonic convention  met  at  Utica.  The  following  resolution, 
adopted  as  a  measure  necessary  ''  to  counteract  the  influ- 
ence and  destroy  the  existence  of  masonic  societies,"  records 
the  position  in  which  the  anti-masonic  party  then  desired 
to  place  themselves  before  the  public  : 

'*6.  That  it  is  expedient  for  this  convention,  in  pursuit 
of  the  good  objects  to  be  accomplished,  wholly  to  disre- 
gard the  two  great  political  parties,  that  at  this  time  dis- 
tract this  state  and  the  union,  in  the  choice  of  candidates  for 
office  ;  snd  to  nominate  anti-masonic  candidates  for  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant  governor." 
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The  uli-maaonic  conveation  did  noiniMte  auch  caDdi- 
dslet.  Mr.  Granger  not  having,  at  that  time,  accepted 
the  previous  nomination,  he  was  now  nominated  aa  candt 
date  for  govemor,  and  John  Crary  of  Washington  countj^ 
as  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor.  These  two  geDtla< 
men  had  recommended  themselves  to  the  favor  of  ihe  anti- 
maBonic  party  by  their  coune  in  the  legislature,  the  fov- 
nier  in  the  assembly,  and  the  latter  in  the  senate,  upas 
questions  connected  with  the  abduction  of  Morgan,  which 
were  presented  for  legislative  action.  AfWr  the  adjoiuiK 
ment  of  this  convention,  Mr.  Granger  had  two  invitatkHH 
before  him  to  stand  as  the  candidate  of  the  respective  con- 
ventions, but  for  different  offices.  He  could  not  well  a^ 
cept  both,  and  there  was  great  interest  felt,  to  know  bow 
he  would  decide.  His  political  sentiments  were  known  to 
be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams  and  his  measures ;  and  he  alio 
approved  to  a  great  extent  of  the  anti-masonic  action.  Ha 
was,  in  fact,  what  might  then  be  called  a  national  repulh 
lican  anti-mason ;  designations  which  just  at  that  tima 
came  into  collision,  and  were  in  some  sense  inconaistaDl 
with  each  other.  He  doubtless  wished,  in  common  with 
many  others,  to  see  the  whole  available  opposition  to 
General  Jackson  brought  to  act  in  concert  and  hannoay. 
Whether  he  supposed  it  was  possible  to  effect  this  objed: 
is  doubtful  ;  but  he  had  been  committed  by  his  friends  ii 
some  degree  to  both  sides.  His  was  then  a  difficult  and 
delicate  position,  and  he  suffered  some  time  to  elapse,  pifr- 
bably  with  the  hope  of  removing  all  the  difficulties  before 
he  made  his  decision.*  If  he  had  any  such  hope,  he  foond 
it  a  vain  one,  and  finally  decided  by  declining  the  anti- 
masonic  nomination  for  the  higher  office,  and  occeptm^ 
that  for  the  secondary  office,  which  bad  been  tendered  bin 
firsL  He  foresaw  that  neither  ticket  could  be  sucoaw 
ftti,  as  harmony  and  concert  were  impracticable  ;  and  he 
thouf^t,  probably,  that  it  was  both  mote  < 
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ble  and  politic  to  accept  the  nomination  first  tendered. 
This  decision  excited  the  hopes  of  the  national  repub- 
licans, and  the  anger  of  the  anti-masons.  With  the 
latter,  Mr.  Granger  passed  at  once  from  the  station  of  a 
popular  favorite,  to  become  the  object  of  bitter  denuncia- 
tion. The  anti-masons  were  resolved  not  to  be  foiled  in 
their  determination  to  have  a  candidate  of  their  own, 
either  by  the  movements  of  the  national  republicans,  or 
the  declination  of  their  own  nominee.  They  were  disap- 
pointed by  this  declination ;  but  the  disappointment  pro- 
duced heat,  excitement  and  prompt  action,  instead  of  inac- 
tion or  despondency.  But  their  zeal  and  energy,  in  this 
emergency,  far  exceeded  their  discretion  and  good  judg- 
ment in  the  selection  of  the  person  to  supply  Mr.  Gran- 
ger's place. 

Solomon  South  wick  of  Albany,  bad  previously  played 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  political  history  of  this  state. 
He  was,  at  all  times,  vain  and  egotistical  in  his  claims  to 
personal  consequence,  visionary  and  unsound  in  his  politi- 
oal  views,  and  unstable  and  wavering  in  his  political 
course.  These  defects  of  character  and  the  conduct 
naturally  flowing  from  them,  had  at  the  time  anti-masonry 
broke  out,  reduced  him  to  poverty  in  pecuniary  resources. 
and  discredit  in  political  reputation.  He  conducted  a 
newspaper  in  Albany.  He  had  been  a  mason.  He  ac- 
quired some  credit  with  the  anti-masons  by  an  early  re- 
nunciation of  his  masonic  ties  and  denunciation  of  the 
masonic  institution.  His  own  movements  plainly  showed 
that  he  wished  to  turn  the  circumstance  to  account,  both 
to  add  to  the  support  of  his  paper  and  advance  his  own 
visionary  projects  of  personal  ambition.  He  acted  in 
concert  with  many  masons  at  the  west  in  preparing  a 
general  renunciation  and  exposition  of  free  masonry. 
General  meetings  for  this  object  were  held  at  Le  Roy,  in 
January  and  July,  1828,  at  which  Mr.  Southwink  was  a 
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the  weft,  he  wu  innted  by  i  few  Meeding  muiMii  to 
stand  H  candidate  for  govenior.  A  eoriMpoixlence  WM 
duly  bwl  aod  published  ;  Mr.  Southwick  expreuing  a  wit 
liogaeM  to  be  uacsd  as  a  candidate.  The  general  nntiT 
ment  of  the  aDti-masom  did  not  respond  to  thii  [iu>t» 
ment,  and  it  waa  looked  iipoa  as  an  abortion.  Tbs  dectt> 
nation  of  Mr.  Granger,  and  the  angry  feeling  with  whioh 
it  was  received  by  the  anti-masons  generally,  funiiabed  ■ 
good  opportunity  for  these  ardent  friends  of  Mr-  South* 
wick  to  renew  iheir  movement.  A  few  of  them  met  m 
Le  Roy  and  put  him  in  nomination  fra  the  place  vacalid 
by  Mr.  Granger.  The  anti-masonic  committees  made  M 
concerted  movement  to  have  a  new  candidate  regulariy 
brought  out ;  the  mass  were  angry  at  Mr.  Granger;  deteio 
mined  to  have  some  candidate  of  their  own,  thoy  did  not 
care  who,  and  they  gradually  and  of  thnr  own  i 
fell  in  with  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Southwiek. 

It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  politicians  of  tbs  J 
or  Tammany  party  did  what  they  could  to  ftvor  this  move- 
ment and  fan  the  excitement,  that  by  the  diriiion  of  th* 
other  party,  they  might  secure  the  electicm  of  Mr.  Via 
Buren.  But  such  extraneous  influences  were  to  a  gfMt 
degree  unnecessary  ;  the  excited  feelings  of  the  aottHMk^ 
sons  did  what  no  mere  calculating  pc^y  could  ^bcL  il 
was  in  vain  that  the  better  informed  and  more  aagwnav 
of  the  asti-matons  warned  them  that  the  character  of  lb 
Southwiek  was  aach  as  would  discredit  any  party  at  wfaaM 
head  he  miglit  be  placed.  It  was  in  vain  that  aaveiml  of 
the  county  conventions  refused  te  coneur  in  the  nomioat 
tion.  The  people  were  excited  and  determined  te  have  a 
candidate.  They  thought  they  had  been  maacBuvred  ool 
of  one,  and  they  resented  it ;  and  it  was  no  matter  what 
the  character  or  fitness  of  Mr.  Southwiek  was,  they  kanr 
they  could  not  elect  him,  but  they  would  ahmr  by  thait 
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volot  fer  tiiin  diat  they  had  an  energy  and  spirit  which 
oooU  luH  be  dcoeivcd  or  subdued.  And  Mr.  Southwick 
was  in  fret  adopted  by  the  mass  of  the  people  in  the 
woBtem  counties  as  their  candidate. 

The  election  came.  Mr.  Van  Buren  received  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
AMir  votes  ;  Judge  Thompson  one  hundred  and  six  thou- 
auid  Ibur  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  Solomon  Southwick 
lUrty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  ;  the 
latter  mostly  from  the  western  counties.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
mw  thus  elected  by  a  minority  vote  ;  but  such  were  the 
jealousies  between  the  national  republicans  and  anti-ma- 
nnsy  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  practicable  plan  could 
have  been  devised  by  which  the  entire  opposition  vote 
eould  have  been  united  up<»i  one  man  and  thus  defeated 
Mr*  Van  Buren.  It  is  certain  that  if  anti-masonry  had 
kad  no  existence,  Mr.  Van  Buren  must  have  been  elected, 
m  anti-masonry  in  the  western  counties  drew  off  a  large 
4atadhment  of  voters  from  the  support  of  Jackson  and 
Van  Buren  ;  and  many  of  the  former  friends  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton would  have  contributed,  as  they  did,  to  increase  the 
Jackson  and  Van  Buren  vote. 

As  General  Jackson  was  a  high  mason,  and  Mr.  Adams 
was  not  a  mason,  the  anti-masons  united  with  the  national 
lepublicans,  in  the  support  of  Adams  electors ;  and  the 
electoral  vote  of  the  state  was,  in  consequence,  nearly 
equally  divided.  The  Jackson  party,  of  course,  carried  a 
majority  in  the  state  legislature  ;  but  the  anti-masons  and 
national  republicans  elected  a  respectable  number  of  mem- 
ben.  As  yet,  neither  of  the  great  political  parties  in  the 
atate  seemed  willing  to  come  to  an  open  quarrel  with  the 
anti-masons  :  indeed,  they  both  showed  some  evidence  of 
a  desire  to  caress,  conciliate  and  use  them  for  their  pur- 
poses. Anti-masonry  all  this  time  aimed  to  stand  inde- 
pendent of  and  in  opposition  to  both. 
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Gov.  Vhi  Buren,  in  his  meamge  to  tbs  lagiihtun  m 
January,  1820,  rcfurred  to  the  subject  of  the  niritfiiiwnl 
gmvimg  out  of  the  abduction  of  Morgin  in  tenns  of  ma- 
derate  commendation,  and  deprecated  the  perrenioa'af 
this  reeling  to  scllisli  and  sinister  purposes.  It  was  evi- 
dently intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  excitemoit 
cruntcd  by  a  great  and  local  cause  was  worthy  of  the  pai^ 
pic  among  whom  it  found  existence  ;  but  its  diractioo  to 
political  objects  was  unworthy  their  good  senee  and  iiiUl> 
iigencc. 

Although  the  anli-mosons  claimed  to  stand  indepDndeal 
of  both  poUtical  parties  ;  and  although,  as  a  party,  thagr 
had  neither  nvDwed  or  expressed  any  opinion  upon  tim 
great  and  leading  measures  of  the  country,  yet  it  nM 
became  quite  evident  that  this  party  must  eTentnally .  kt 
forced  into  opposition  to  the  Jackson  party.  Gen.  Jacknii 
himself  was  a  high  mason,  and  could  not,  upon  the  fuod^ 
mental  principles  of  anti-masonry,  in  any  event,  bo  tup- 
ported  by  them.  The  anti-masons  required  a  civil  pn>. 
scription  of  masons.  The  Jackson  party  in  the  slafe 
could  not  yield  to  this  requirement  without  breaking  nb 
the  bonds  of  their  strength  and  perilling  its  power  ;  aad 
the  anti-masonic  members  of  the  state  legislature  genenlly 
went  with  the  national  republicans  as  to  measures^  M 
these  circumstances  clearly  indicated  that  the  nnti  iiiaauiiit 
party  must  eventually  be  forced  into  opposition  to  the  Ju^ 
son  party.  Doubtless,  Gov.  Van  Buren  perceived  ti» 
when  he  penned  his  message  to  the  legislature  in  1SS9. 

The  anti-masonic  party  held  a  convention  at  Albanr  ii 
February,  1829.  Its  object  was  to  strengthen  themselvgi^ 
extend  their  influence,  spread  information,  and  advise  il 
that  they  were  neither  discouraged  nor  dishearteaed.  Ik 
proceedings  were  similar  to  those  of  former  t 
and  directed  exclusively  against  free  masonry. 
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The  national  republican  party,  though  they  polled  so 
large  a  vote  in  1828,  soon  found  that  they  had  not 
strength  to  eflfect  much  of  themselves,  and  as  an  indepen- 
dent and  separate  party,  they  dwindled  into  inertness  and 
inactivity.  They  were  not  ready  to  unite  cordially  with 
the  anti-masons,  and  they  had  no  separate  power  of  their 
own  to  use  with  efiect.  The  anti-masons  were  enthusias- 
lic,  persevering  and  energetic.  At  the  election  in  1820, 
they  elected  Albert  H.  Tracy  senator  from  the  eighth 
district  by  a  majority  of  about  eight  thousand  votes,  and 
earried  the  counties  of  Erie,  Niagara,  Orleans,  Grenesee, 
Livingston,  Monroe,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus,  Chautauque, 
Steuben,  Ontario,  Wayne,  Yates,  Seneca  and  Washington, 
and  polled,  as  is  computed,  about  sixty-seven  thousand 
votes. 

At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1830,  Lieut  Gov. 
Throop,  then  acting  governor,  in  his  message,  alluded  to 
the  anti-masonic  excitement  with  less  of  dignity  and  more 
of  petulance  than  had  characterized  the  preceding  mes- 
sage. He  speaks  of  it  as  originating  '*  in  an  honest  zeal 
overflowing  its  proper  boundaries,  misdirected  in  its  eflbrts 
and  carrying  into  public  affairs,  matters  properly  belong- 
ing to  social  discipline."  He  further  intimates  that  these 
feelings  '*  give  evidence  of  speedily  subsiding  into  their 
natural  and  healthful  channel."  It  seems  quite  apparent 
from  the  tone  of  this  message,  and  the  legislative  and  ex- 
ecutive action  during  the  ensuing  session,  that  the  Jackson 
party  now  found  that  they  must  stand  in  full  opposition  to 
the  anti-masonic  party,  and  they  probably  indulged  in 
some  apprehensions  as  to  the  power  of  a  party  who  had 
Dearly  doubled  their  vote  in  a  single  year,  and  who  were 
bold,  confident  and  resolute  in  their  action.  At  any  rate 
legislative  action  at  this  session  was  more  than  commonly 
hostile  to  the  views  of  the  anti-masons,  who  went  on  with 
their  investigations  of  the  Morgan  outrage,  their  persecu- 
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tioB  of  fiTM  iHMBry,  and  their  peUtioil  motum&ata  fori 
fotn,  and  nade  each  bear  upoa  the  othsr. 

The  anti-masons  again  held  a  conventioo  at  AUwnf  im 
February,  1830.  After  providing  for  eailiag  a  natiowl 
oonvention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  a  state  conn*- 
tion  for  the  nomination  of  govomor,  they  prepMod  sp*- 
cific  charges  against  the  grand  chapter  of  the  ft«t^  bt 
furnishing  funds  to  aid  the  Morgan  cou^nrators  n  eaoft- 
ping  from  justice,  and  thus  interfering  to  defeat  Ae  im 
administration  of  the  laws.  A  memorial  on  that  autqatt 
was  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  legislature  then  ie  aai^ 
sion,  praying  for  the  appointntent  of  a  committee  of  thi^ 
body  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  grand  chapter  h 
this  respect,  inasmuch  as  said  chapter  had  received  an  Bit 
of  incorporation  from  the  legislature.  The  legislature  bf 
a  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty,  in  effect  refused  the  conk- 
mittee,  by  referring  the  whole  subject  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, and  if  he  should  find  the  grand  chi^>ter  guUty,  # 
file  a  9110  warranto.  This  was  not  what  the  a 
wanted,  nor  was  it  of  any  use  bo  thsm  in  their  i 
concerning  the  grand  chapter,  inasmuch  as  proof  of  tba 
charges  must  be  made  before  a  9110  vxtrraiUo  would  he 
granted,  and  this  jfroof  could  be  obtained  only  from  oieai*. 
bcra  of  the  chapter,  who  would  not  vohinteer  it;  and  the 
sole  object  the  anti-masons  had  in  asking  for  a  le^alattsa 
committee,  was  by  this  means  to  force  proof  from  lb* 
members  of  the  chapter.  The  anti-masoos  deemed  that 
by  this  vote,  the  majority  of  the  legislature  had  declared 
themselves  hostile  to  inquiry  into  the  misdeeda  of  nilk- 
sonry.  Another  circumstance  operated  very  strongly  upon 
the  anti-masons  to  induce  a  settled  conviction  in  their 
minds  that  the  political  majority  wers  hostile  to  them  !• 
every  way,  even  in  the  prosecution  of  the  investi^tioih 
In  the  winter  of  1S26,  a  law  for  the  appointment  of  qie> 
cial  counsel  to  investigate  the  Morgan  outrage,  1 
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for  and  even  opposed  by  the  anti-maaoDS,  waa,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  acting  Governor  Pitcher,  passed. 
Judge  Mosely  was  first  appointed  to  that  office.  After  his 
rwignation,  Mr.  John  C.  Spencer  received  the  appoiotp 
iMDt.  He  prosecuted  the  duties  of  this  office  with  his 
UMud  indefatigable  industry  and  effective  ability.  He  had 
tmoed  the  web  of  the  criminal  mystery  with  such  consid- 
enabfe  success,  that  he  thought  by  the  application  of  the 
asvard  of  two  thousand  dollars  which  Grov.  Clinton  had 
pntviously  offered,  he  should  be  able  to  solve  the  whole 
Bifitery  of  Morgan's  murder.  He  wrote  to  Gov.  Throop 
far  advice  and  authority  to  so  use  the  money.  The  au- 
tborily  was  refused.  Mr.  Spencer's  report  to  the  legisla- 
tWB  bore  very  hard  upon  the  western  masons.  It  was  of 
9  lone  calculated  to  aid  the  anti-masons  politically.  There 
was  considerable  prospect  that  the  whole  conspiracy  would 
finally  be  developed.  This  would  strengthen  the  anti- 
flMinnnn  The  legislature,  so  far  from  giving  any  hearty 
iipproval  of  Mr.  Spencer's  very  efficient  proceedings,  cut 
down  his  salary  to  one  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Spencer 
and  the  whole  body  of  the  anti-masons  deemed  this  a 
studied  and  intentional  insult.  Mr.  Spencer  resigned,  and 
in  his  letter  of  resignation  complained  that  he  had  re- 
oeived  no  effective  aid  or  assistance  from  the  executive, 
aad  that  even  his  confidential  communications  to  the  gov- 
ernor in  relation  to  the  conspiracy  had  been  disclosed  to 
the  counsel  for  the  conspirators.  From  all  this,  the  anti- 
masons  felt  themselves  authorized  to  charge,  and  did 
obarge  the  dominant  party  with  the  protection  of  mason- 
ry, and  the  conspirators  in  the  Morgan  outrage.  From 
this  time  the  anti-masonic  party  stood  in  decided  hostility 
to  the  Jackson  party,  and  now  openly  avowed  what  they 
had  before  in  fact,  been  acting  upon,  opposition  to  the 
dominant  party. 
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nvpared  tke  auti>ma90iiic  party 
Hion  of  tlic'ir  own  iK'Ciiliar  pnti- 
be  nationaJ  republicans  for  su> 

held  at  Utica  in  August,  1830. 
in  811  anii-niasonic  uonveiitioo, 
ion  important  political  mcaeureB. 
tired,  were  in  general  accordsnca 
he  dominant  party  ;  and  were, 
itb  a  view  In  oblain  the  stipptnt 
Igrceinu  Willi  'hem  upon  the  sub- 
I'otherwise  lield  to  the  same  coat' 

The  anti-masons  very  soon  for- 
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candidates  nominated  by  the  anli-masons,  the  whole  poli- 
tical complexion  of  the  state  would  probably  have  been 
changed  at  this  election.  But  persons  of  this  class  felt 
persecuted  and  oppressed  by  political  anti-masonry,  and 
voted  against  its  candidates ;  not  because  they  liked  Jack- 
■ODism  better,  but  because  they  hated  anti-masonry  more. 
The  election  came  and  was  warmly  contested.  Mr. 
Throop  received  one  hundred  twenty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two  votes,  and  Mr.  Granger  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one. 
Mr.  Throop's  majority  being  a  little  more  than  eight  thou- 
mukL  This  election  had  the  effect  to  throw  permanently 
juto  the  Jackson  party,  numbers  who,  if  anti-masonry 
had  not  been  a  question,  would  have  been  national  repub- 
licans. 

The  anti-masons,  though  feeling  a  groat  degree  of  con- 
fidence of  success  at  this  election,  and  though  very  much 
diappointed  in  the  result,  were  not  disheartened  or  dis- 
eouraged.  They  continued  their  political  efforts.  But  as 
further  prosecution  for  any  crime  short  of  murder,  con- 
nected with  the  Morgan  abduction,  had  been  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitation,  and  as  free  masonry  had  wholly  been 
given  up  in  the  western  counties  and  indeed  almost  entire- 
ly throughout  the  state,  there  was  less  said  in  the  political 
meetings  and  addresses  about  Morgan  and  masonry,  and 
more  about  general  politics.  In  the  election  of  1831,  the 
anti-masons  elected  nearly  thirty  members  of  assembly, 
and  the  national  republicans  six.  The  connection  be- 
tween these  two  parties  was  gradually  growing  closer  and 
would  probably  by  this  time  have  been  nearly  complete, 
but  for  the  reason  that  they,  had  brought  into  the  field 
separate  nominations  of  candidates  for  the  presidency  ; 
the  anti-masons  having  nominated  William  Wirt  as  their 
candidate,  and  the  national  republicans  soon  after  having 
nominated  Mr.  Clay.    The  period  of  the  election  of  pre- 
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sident  again  recurred  in  the  year  1882,  and  the  mode  of 
choosing  electors  of  president  and  vice  president  hatf^ 
since  the  last  election  of  these  officers,  been  by  legislative 
act  very  properly  changed  from  a  district  to  a  generil 
ticket,  so  that  the  entire  vote  of  the  state  would  have  Hi 
weight  whichever  way  it  might  be  cast.  Though  ihi 
anti-masons  and  national  republicans  had  separate  candi- 
dates for  president,  it  was  very  generally  supposed  and 
understood  that  a  state  and  electoral  ticket  wouM  be  w6 
framed  that  it  might  receive  the  united  vote  of  both  puv 
ties.  This  subject  was  unquestionably  duly  considered  Uj 
the  leaders  of  both  these  political  parties  before  the  meet* 
ing  of  the  convention  of  either  of  them,  and  probablf 
some  general  principle  of  union  was  honorably  undef* 
stood.  The  anti-masonic  convention  met  on  the  Mai 
June,  18S2,  and  again  nominated  Francis  Granger  and 
Samuel  Stevens  for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  aiit 
also  nominated  an  entire  electoral  ticket.  How  fbtt 
gentlemen  so  nominated  as  candidates  for  electors  of  pfe^ 
sident  and  vice  president  were  divided  as  between  Mr. 
Wirt  and  Mr.  Clay,  perhaps  no  one  ever  precisely  knew^ 
as  they  never  had  an  opportunity  of  determining  the  quetf^ 
tion  by  voting  for  president  A  large  portion  of  them^ 
were  gentlemen  not  ultra  in  their  personal  preference  nor 
blindly  wedded  to  individuals,  but  were  all  opposed  W 
Gen.  Jackson  ;  and  it  is  probable  if  the  ticket  had  beeii 
successful  they  would  have  been  governed  in  their  votei' 
by  the  result  of  the  elections  in  other  states.  This  tii 
was  satisfactory  to  the  national  republicans,  who  at  a 
vention  held  on  the  25th  of  July  adopted  it  entije.  This 
perhaps  may  be  considered  a  political  union  of  the  antl^ 
masons  and  national  republicans  of  this  state.  A  nniod 
the  more  firmly  cemented  by  a  common  defeat  At  thd 
election  which  ensued,  William  L.  Marcy,  the  gubemato^' 
rial  candidate  of  the  Jackson  oarty,  received  one  hundred 
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and  sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  votes,  and 
Mr.  Granger  received  one  hundred  and  fifty-€ix  thousand 
six  hundred  and  seventy-two,  leaving  Mr.  Marcy  a  majori- 
ty of  nearly  ten  thousand  votes.  Here  probably  should 
properly  terminate  the  history  of  political  anti-masonry, 
m  after  this  election  the  distinctive  name  of  the  party  was 
to  a  great  degree  merged  in  the  union  thus  eflfected  ; 
which  united  party  became  soon  to  be  designated  as  the 
whig  party.  In  1834,  the  gubernatorial  candidates  of  the 
mpective  parties  were  William  h.  Marcy  of  the  Jackson 
party,  who  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  five,  and  William  H.  Seward  of  the 
whig  party  who  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  giving  Mr.  Marcy 
a  majority  of  near  thirteen  thousand  votes.  In  1830, 
William  L.  Marcy,  again  a  candidate,  received  one  hundred 
asid  sixty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  votes, 
and  Jesse  Buel,  the  whig  candidate,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  In  1887, 
there  was  a  complete  overthrow  of  the  Jackson  party  in 
the  legislative  elections,  entirely  unexpected  by  both  par- 
ties. In  1838,  they  measured  strength  at  a  governor's 
election,  and  William  H.  8cward,  the  whig  candidate,  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty- two  votes,  and  William  L.  Marcy,  ngain  the 
Jackson  candidate,  received  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-one,  leaving  Mr.  Seward 
more  than  ten  thousand  majority.  In  1840,  Mr.  Seward 
was  again  elected  governor  by  a  majority  of  about  she 
thousand  over  William  C.  Bouck,  the  Van  Buren  candi- 
date. Though  these  latter  events  do  not  naturally  per- 
haps fall  within  the  scope  of  the  history  of  political  anti- 
masonry,  yet  the  whig  ascendancy  in  this  state  is  mainly 
indebted  for  its  permanence,  if  not  for  its  first  success,  to 
the  steady  opposition  of  the  anti-masonic  counties,  and  to 
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the  uniformly  heavy  majorities  which  those  ooantiet  hii^e 
constantly  given  at  every  contested  election. 

A  summary  in  brief,  of  the  origin,  progress  and  inlki* 
encc  of  the  anti-masonic  party,  as  a  political  party,  mag^ 
perhaps  properly  close  this  article. 

Its  origin  was  in  the  violent  abduction  and  murder  of* 
William  Morgan,  committed  by  infatuated  masons^  as  thi 
required  masonic  punishment  for  the  revelation  of  maaonio 
secrets.  It  commenced  in  the  honest  and  praiseworthy 
desire  to  investigate  a  criminal  transaction  of  great  turjp^ 
tude,  ferret  out  the  offenders  and  bring  them  to  justice,  anA 
with  no  motive  or  purpose  of  political  action.  The  pio^ . 
gress  of  the  investigation,  arrayed  those  pursuing  it,  agauil 
the  masonic  institution,  which  they  thought  had  perpetra^ 
ed  the  offence,  screened  the  offenders,  and  owned  oUiga^ 
tions,  and  owed  duties,  inconsistent  with  the  just  dutKM  clo- 
the citizen,  and  dangerous  to  society.  This  institutisB 
and  its  members,  were  pursued  politically,  because  thevs 
was  no  other  mode,  short  of  violence,  by  which  it  couU 
be  successfully  combatted.  The  change  from  hunting  out 
criminal  offenders,  to  hunting  down  the  institution,  was 
gradual  but  rapid  in  the  public  mind,  and  was  experienosd 
by  those  who  were  upon  the  spot  and  knew  dl  the  di^ 
cumstances  of  the  case ;  and  those  who  felt  thus  changedf 
and  resorted  to  this  action,  were  a  majority  of  an  intellK 
gent,  reflecting,  clear  headed  and  virtuous  community.  It-  - 
is  inconceivable  that  such  men  could  have  entered  npoa 
and  persevered  in  a  course  unnecessarily  violent,  or  fross 
any  dishonest,  unpatriotic,  or  selfish  purposes.  Masses  sf 
intelligent  men  may  be  excited,  but  they  will  seldom  psi^ 
sist  in  a  dishonest  course  or  commit  continued  acts  of  oft- 
just  oppression.  The  community  were  aroused  by  the 
information  of  an  unprecedented  and  high-handed  crimSb 
Their  feelings  were  gradually  raised  to  a  higher  and  higfasr* 
pitch,  by  disclosures  or  obstacles  with  which  every  stepiiC.. 
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tllto  'inyestvgatton^  wat  attended.  The  feeling  was  an  hon- 
etc  one,  and  alt  people,  as  well  as  committees,  were  affected 
by  it  and  carried  along  with  it  No  mere  politician  could 
have  had  sagacity  enough '  to  have  foreseen  that,  taking 
ari<^a»t8ge  of  this  feeling  and  giving  it  a  direction,  could 
have  added  to  his  political  importance,  as  no  one  could 
tken  have  foreseen  that  it  would  lead  to  any  political  re- 
Milts.  All  were  affected,  honestly  affected,  by  the  feeling, 
aad  went  along  with  it.  There  were  few  politicians  upon 
tha  early  committees.  Theodore  P.  Talbot,  Timothy 
Pilch/  Sherman  Holden,  Samuel  Works,  Josiah  Bissell, 
jhf  Henry  Ely,  Frederick  F.  Backus,  Bates  Cooke,  John 
Hi  Phillips,  Thurlow  Weed,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  and 
DitmerouB  others  were  upon  the  early  committees,  and' 
were  effective  in  investigating  the  outrage  long  before  the 
qHMtion  became  political.  Few  of  them  were  politicians, 
an^'they  were  of  different  pohtical  creeds.  It  is  hardly 
credible  that  these  gentlemen  shouM  have  had  sagacity 
enough  to  have  taken  hold  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
it^a  political  direction,  though  some  of  them  have  been 
vary  effective  in  pushing  it  politically  since.  David  C. 
WKltr  held  a  prominent  place  in  this  affair  at  the  first. 
H^'Wtts  the  publisher  of  Morgan*s  book — a  mason  ;  his 
character  did  not  stand  high,  before  or  after.  He,  doubt- 
leMf  contributed  to  the  excitement,  both  for  protection  and 
pmfit  The  same  may,  perhaps,  be  said  of  Solomon  South- 
wfcsk'and  soma  others.  A  fter  anti-masonry  began  to  shew 
eipUenee  of  political  power,  and  the  principles  of  the 
atftioii  became  more  generally  known,  others  joined  its 
raokfl ;  some,  doubtless,  from  the  hope  of  political  prefei^ 
roent,  but  most,  it  must  be  believed,  from  honest  convict 
tiooa  of  its  propriety.  Thomas  C.  Love,  MiHard  Fill- 
more, and  Albert  H.  Tracy  of  Buffalo ;  Trumbull  Car}-, 
Harvey  Putnam,  Seth  W.  Grates,  Henry  Hawkins,  and 

otifan  from  (Senesee  ;  Abner  Haztetino,'  and  George  A^ 
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French  of  Chautauque  ;  George  H.  Boughtoo,  and  Judge 
Dcveaux  of  Niagara ;  James  Wadsworth,  Philo  C.  FuUai^ 
Georgo  W.  Patterson,  and  John  Young  of  LiTingstoD  ; 
Francis  Granger,  Honry  W.  Taylor,  and  Samuel  M.  Hop- 
kins of  Ontario;  Myron  Hollcy  of  Wayne;  Robert  S.  Ron 
of  Seneca;  William  H.  Seward  of  Cayuga;  Thomas  Beak> 
man  of  Madison ;  Henry  C.  Martindale  of  Washingttm ; 
William  H.  Maynard,  of  Oneida,  and  hundreds  of  othei% 
who  have  filled  prominent  and  responsible  stations  in  tbe 
political  world,  to  say  nothing  of  John  Birdaall,  the  cii^. 
cuit  judge  of  tbe  eighth  circuit,  and  John  C.  Spencer,  ape- 
cial  counsel,  and  both  Jackson  men,  could  hardly  ban. 
joined  the  anti-masonic  party  from  mere  personal  or  «el^ 
ish  considerations.  They  were  alfecled  by  the  same  feet 
ings  with  the  people  among  whom  they  lived,  and  willi 
whom  they  daily  associated.  The  inexpressible  energy. 
and  indomitable  spirit  with  which  the  cause  was  proaecaW 
ed  ;  the  enthusiasm  of  feeling,  and  the  perseverance  in  et 
fort  which  was  exhibited  ;  the  steady  constancy  and  uflfat 
tering  exertion  manifcRtcd  in  its  progress  ;  never  tiring^ 
never  flagging,  never  fnitering,  are  among  the  evidencasi 
that  those  who  could  keep  up  so  much  heart,  and  penski- 
vere  with  so  much  effort,  were  as  honest  as  they  showed 
themselves  determined  in  thuir  purposes. 

The  influence  of  anti-masonry  upon  other  political  pai^ 
ties  has  been  marked,  and  will  not  soon  be  efiaced.  Is 
tbe  western  counties  it  early  drew  to  itself  a  majority  of 
the  old  Clintonian  party,  and  a  large  detachment  from  tba 
Tammany  party.  It  drove  to  the  Jackson  party  thoBD 
adherents  of  free  masonry  who  thought  themselves  pro* 
scribed  and  oppressed  by  anti-masonry,  and  some  of  tbe 
leaders  of  the  Clintonian  party  who  thought  anti-maaom^ 
was  either  proscriptive  or  would  be  ephemeral.  It  very 
much  changed  the  material  of  the  Jackson  party  from 
what  it  otherwiae  would  have  been.     The  Jackson  party 
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had  felt  this  in  the  secession  of  many  of  those  men  who 
were  drawn  into  its  ranks  in  1830,  by  the  proscriptive 
character  of  anti-masonry,  while  the  western  anti-masonic 
counties  have  remained  as  true  and  steady  to  their  recent 
alliance,  as  they  were  staunch  and  energetic  on  their  old 
battle  field.  Twelve  years  of  repeated  experiments  upon 
these  western  counties,  only  serve  to  show  that  they  came 
out  stronger  at  every  trial — were  powerful  against  ever}' 
opposition.  This  tenacity  of  purpose  which  has  marked 
the  anti-masonic  counties,  seems  to  indicate  a  reliable 
steadiness  which  it  is  almost  hopeless  for  their  opponents 
to  attempt  to  change,  and  which  those  counties  have  un- 
doubtedly acquired  from  the  stern  and  vindictive  contests 
which  were  thus  waged  in  the  earlier  days  of  anti-mason- 
ry. It  is  the  spirit  of  anti-masonry  which  there  still  ex- 
ists which  causes  this  steadiness,  and  which  will  probably 
nofabate  until  at  least  the  present  generation  shall  have 
passed  away.  It  has  been  of  material  service  in  advanc- 
ing the  present  whig  administration  into  power,  and  sus- 
taining them  therein.  Whether  it  will  continue  to  furnish 
such  aid  with  the  same  success,  it  remains  for  the  future 
political  historian  to  record. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

FROM  JANUARY  1, 1831,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1833. 

Very  little  improvement  was  made  in  either  of  the  to;, 
gislative  houses  by  the  new  members  chosen  at  the  htffi.^ 
election.  From  the  eighth  district,  the  anti-masons  ha4, 
chosen  Judge  Birdsall,  a  man  of  talents,  but  unfortunately,, 
constitutionally  nervous,  and  occassionally  subject  to  dys- 
peptic aflections,  which  depressed  his  mental  energies  and. 
rendered  him  indisposed  to  take  that  active  part  in  thj9.. 
business  of  legislation  and  in  political  operations^  for^ 
which,  had  he  been  in  mind  and  body,  in  sound  he.alth,  he 
was  eminently  qualified. 

Mr.  John  W.  Edmonds  was  an  exceedingly  active  parr. 
tizan,   and  possessed  of  considerable  talent.     His  tasteif. 
however,  seemed  to  lead  him  to  devote  his  attention  moriQ.. 
to  political  management,  than  to  the  important  and  se^iouji,, 
part  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Robert  Lansing,  a  senator  from  JeiTersoa.cqupty,,, 
was  inexperienced  in  public  life,  but  a  young  man  of  fair 
mind,  and  endowed  with  talents  sufficient  to  render  him 
an  useful  member  of  the  legislature.  His  diffidence  and 
modesty  prevented  his  taking  a  very  active  part  in  the 
senate. 

In  the  assembly,  the  anti-masons  again  returned  Mr« 
Granger  and  Mr.  Nicholas.  The  party  however  suflfered 
a  loss  by  Mr.  Fillmore  not  being  returned.  He  was,  I  be- 
lieve, a  member  of  congress.  That  loss  was,  neverthe- 
less, nearly,  if  not  quite,  made  good  by  the  election  of  a 
plain  farmer  from  the  county  of  Livingston.  1  allude  to 
George  W.  Patterson,  whose  strong,  vigorous  powers  of 
.mind  were  not  immediately  developed,  but  who  in  the 
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course  of  the  session  began  to  aflbrd  evidence  of  intel- 
lectual energies  of  ho  ordinary  character  or  griade. 

The  national  republicans  of  the  county  of  Queens  this 
year  returned  Mr.  John  A.  King,  of  whom  I  have  before 
spoken.  The  same  party  also  elected  Jedediah  Miller,  a 
respectable  and  very  popular  lawyer  from  the  county  of 
Schoharie,  and  Hiram  Bennett,  formerly  s,  regency  mem- 
ber from  the  county  of  Sullivan. 

The  Jackson  party  added  very  little  to  the  talents  of 
their  party  in  the  assembly  this  year,  except  from  the  city 
of  New-York,  whose  representation  was,  I  think,  some- 
what improved  by  the  election  of  Judah  Hammond  and 
Myndert  Van  Schaick,  both  of  them  lawyers  and  estima- 
ble as  citizens. 

Mr.  Isaac  R.  Van  Duzer,  an  active  young  man  of  prom- 
ising talents,  was  elected  on  the  Jackson  ticket  from  the 
county  of  Orange,  and  though  he  afterwards  became  some- 
what erratic  in  his  political  course,  soon  gave  evidence  of 
considerable  talents  as  a  legislator. 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Livingston  was  again  elected  speaker 
without  serious  opposition. 

Two  or  three  of  the  first  pages  of  the  governor's  mes- 
sage, as  printed  in  the  Senate  Journal,  are  occupied  by  him 
in  laying  down  general  maxims  in  relation  to  good  gov- 
ernments, and  in  comparing  the  American  with  European 
governments.  The  same  obscurity  and  awkwardness  as  a 
Writer  are  manifested  by  the  governor  on  this  occasion,  as 
Were  exhibited  by  him  in  his  inaugural  address.  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  reader  by  presenting  him  with 
quotations  to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  remark,  ft  is 
nevertheless  remarkable  that  in  what  may  property  be 
called  the  business  part  of  his  message,  and  wher6  the  go- 
vernor exhibits  to  the  legislature  the  financial  condition  of 
the  state,  his  views  are  presented  clearly,  without  tautology, 
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and  with  neatnew,  and  in  some  placea,  with  elegance.* 
The  topics  embraced  by  the  message  were  of  the  ordinary 
character.  He  recommended  a  state  tax  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  general  fund,  and  he  says,  ''  a  hope  is 
held  out  to  us  that  the  public  lands  or  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  them  may  be  distributed  among  the  states."  His 
remarks  in  relation  to  common  schools  and  agriculture, 
and  his  suggestions  of  necessary  improvements  in  our 
penitentiary  system  and  criminal  code,  are  judicious  and 
in  all  respects  praiseworthy. 

Although  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
did  not  expire  until  the  year  1836,  it  applied  at  the  ses- 
sion of  congress  in  the  winter  of  1832  for  a  renewal 
Whether  the  opponents  of  the  re-election  of  General 
Jackson  had  encouraged  this  course,  under  an  impres- 
sion that,  considering  the  attitude  he  had  assumed  in  re- 
lation to  the  question  of  re-chartering  the  bank,  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question  of  its  re-charter  might  embarrass 
him  and  aid  them  ;  or  whether  the  friends  of  the  bank  be- 
ing, as  they  were,  certain  of  a  majority  in  both  bouses  in 
their  Tavor,  entertained  the  belief  that,  if  the  bill  for  re- 
newing the  charter  should  pass  both  houses,  the  president 
would  not  venture  to  veto  it ;  or  if  he  did,  that  that  act, 
together  with  the  influence  the  bank  could  bring  to  bear 
against  him,  would  be  sufficient  to  defeat  his  election  ;  or 
rather,  whether  all  these  considerations  combined,  did  not 
induce  this  early  application,  are  questions  which  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  decide.  The  fact  that  such  application  had 
been  made,  furnished  an  excuse  for  an  expression  of  opi- 
nion by  the  New- York  legislature  ;  and,  indeed,  it  must 
be  admitted,  that  the  occasion  afforded  a  much  better  rear 
son  for  the  legislative  action  of  this  state,  than  existed 


*Soineof  theoppooentiof  Gor.Throop  aflbetad to beliere tlwt thii  putof  Ite 
nfD  wu  written  by  Oomptroller  Wrigiit. 
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when  Mr.  Morehouse  offered  hia  resolution  in  the  session 
of  1831. 

Pretty  early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Dietz,  an  honest  and 
unpretending  member  of  the  senate,  from  the  county  of 
Schoharie,  was  chosen  by  the  Jackson  leaders  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution  into  that  house,  against  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  instruct- 
ing the  senators,  and  requesting  the  members  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  to 
resist  such  renewal.  The  resolution  was  very  fully  and 
ably  discussed.  It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Beardsley, 
Tallmadge  and  Edmonds,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Allen, 
Bronson,  Maynard  and  Seward  ;  but  on  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary it  passed  by  a  vote  of  twenty  against  ten. 

Messrs.  Allen  of  New- York,  Bronson  of  Oswego,  and 
Rexford  of  Delaware,  were  the  only  members  of  the  sen- 
ate belonging  to  the  Jackson  party  who  voted  against  it. 
Mr.  Tracy  does  not  appear  to  have  voted  on  the  question. 
All  the  other  anti-masons  were  in  their  seats,  and  voted 

against  it. 

When  the  resolution  reached  the  assembly,  it  there  en- 
countered a  very  vigorous  opposition,  but  finally  passed 
by  the  strong  vote  of  seventy-five  to  thirty-seven.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  Mr.  Speaker  Livingston,  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Van  Schaick  and  Mr.  Still  well, 
four  of  the  most  distinguished  members  from  the  city  of 
New- York,  voted  against  the  resolution. 

I  have  mentioned  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  appointed 
by  Gen.  Jackson  minister  to  England.  He  had  sailed  for 
liOndon  the  summer  preceding  this  session,  and  was  now 
our  accredited  representative  at  the  court  of  St.  James. 
But  the  United  States  senate  had  not  yet  passed  upon  his 
nomination  by  the  president.  The  president,  early  in  the 
session,  sent  in  his  nomination  to  the  senate,  but  action 
upon  it  was  by  that  body  long  delayed,  and  finally  it  was 
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/as  produced  in  the  followiag 

at  peraono!  popularity  of  Gen. 
pary  tact  and  address  of  Mr. 
Ihc  Beiiate,  a  majority  of  that 
mized  against  him  ;  and  as  Mr. 
to  be  the  peculiar  favorite  ef 
detUined  by  him  to  be  his  suc- 
slected  by  the  opposition  as  the 
hacking  till!  power  and  niortify- 
iicraj,  aud  of  convincing  the 
tonale  could  and  would  control 
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iilbstantially  the  situation  in  which  the  leading  members 
.6f  the  senate,  opposed  to  Gen.  Jackson,  were  placed. 
19o'far  as  related  to  measures  and  principles,  properly  so 
tqjei&ing,  there  were  then  in  existence  two  parties.  The 
tiwe'belioired  that  a  full  and  ample  protection  ouglit  to  be 
afibrded  by  the  national  government  to  the  manufactures 
^ttid  industry  of  the  country,  and  that  a  liberal  construc- 
(tion  ought  to  be  given  to  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
'eonstitution  upon  the  national  legislature.  The  other 
<pttrty  wanhly  opposed  all  protecting  duties  as  directly  for- 
4iidden  by  the  'federal  compact.  They  held  to  a  stricit 
-MMtruction  of  the  constitution,  and  they  contended  that 
«when  the  general  government  in  its  legislation  palpably 
4tteeeded  its  powers,  every  single  state  had  a  right  by  law 
lonullify  its  acts ;  and  that  whether  the  general  govem- 
'loeflt  did  or  did  not  exceed  its  powers  it  belonged  to  the 
-indtyidual  «tate,  and  not  to  the  supreme  judiciary  of  the 
mon,  to  decide.  The  first  class  was  composed  principal- 
ly of  the  citizens  of  the  grain  growing,  and  the  latter  oY 
the  planting  and  slave  holding  states.  At  the  head  of 
the  first  class  stood  Mr.  Clay  ;  of  the  last,  Mr.  Calhoun. 
Both  were  men  eminent  for  their  talents  and  public  servi- 
ces, and  both  were  rival  candidates  for  the  first  office  in 
the  nation.  Gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  seemed  to 
be  situated  between  these  two  extremes.  Gen.  Jackson 
had,  before  his  election,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  of 
him  by  some  of  his  western  friends,  declared  himself  to 
be  in  favor  of  a  **  judicious  '*  tariflf,  but  what  in  his  judg- 
ment a  judicious  tarifi"  was,  he  had  not  specifically  ex- 
plained. Mr.  Calhoun  might  suppose  it  to  be  the  high 
tariiTof  1828,  and  Mr.  Clay  might  imagine  it  was  the  low 
tariff  of  1816.  Mr.  Calhoun  did  not  know  how  soon  the 
president  might  join  in  the  measure  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  the 
latter  was  utterly  uncertain  whether  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his 
southern  friends  might  not,  in  a  short  time,  be  united 
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with  Gen.  Jackwo.  Both  were  very  well  iMimd  tlait 
Jackson  wu  too  itrong  for  either  of  them  lingle  ^■■'''m 
and  they  had  good  reuon  to  fear  what  afterwanib  ptOftA 
to  be  the  fact,  that  hia  popularity  wai  too  great  to  ba 
•ucceufully  reflated,  even  if  the  force  of  both  ws* 
united. 

In  this  BituBtioD  of  afiairs  Mr.  Clay  propoaed  tin  i^ 
mouB  compromise  act,  which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  CalboM 
and  bis  frieo'ls,  and  although  this  compromiM  -ms  QOl 
consummated  until  some  time  after  Mr.  Van  Burarii 
nomination  was  rejected,  there  is  reason  to  suapect  it  ma 
then  projected.  By  this  compromise,  the  national  rep^ 
licans,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  were,  in  effect,  to  abandoB 
the  American  system,  while  the  nulli&ers,  on  their  pai^ 
consented  that  that  abandonment  should  be  ezceBdui(^ 
gradual, and  its  consummation  long  delayed.  In  tbiswa|^ 
what, as  I  have  before  remarked,  is  not  uncommon  in  pofr 
tics,  as  well  as  in  other  human  affairs,  the  extremes  unita^ 
The  result  was  the  rejection  of  the  nomination  of  lb 
Van  Buren, 

While  on  the  subject  of  this  famous  compromise, I  nN^ 
as  well  remark,  that  it  received  the  approbation  of-dl 
parties  in  the  state  of  New- York;  not  because  they  wtn 
desirous  of  giving  up  the  protective  qrgtem,  bat  becairiB 
they  were  anxious  to  preserve  the  union,  which  they  b*- 
lieved  would  inevitably  be  severed,  if  the  tariff  waanul 
abandoned.  A  great  meeting  of  distinguished  individu^ 
withot.t  distinclion  of  parties,  was  held  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  of  which  the  late  Chancellor  Kent  was  presidiBtf 
and  Stephen  Allen  and  Gideon  Lee,  vice  presidents,  which 
adopted  resolutions  in  favor  of  a  compromise,  and  on  wlucfc 
occasion  Peter  A.  Jay  delivered  a  most  eloquent  and  im- 
pressive  speech,  demonstrating  that  the  son  of  the  **  oM 
patriot,"  John  Jay,  inherited  a  portion  of  the  same  attach- 
ment  to   the  union,   and  independence  of  America,  hi 
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which  that  sage  of  the  revolution  was  so  eminetly  distin- 
guished. 

When  *it  was  known  that  the  senate  had  non-concurred 
in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  his  friends  in  the 
New-York  legislature  and  the  citizens  of  Albany,  held  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  public  their  indigna- 
tion at  this  act,  which  they  considered  and  denominated 
fui  unprecedented  outrage.  Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  on  that 
occasion,  distinguished  himself  by  delivering  an  eloquent 
speech,  denouncing  the  measure  with  great  severity.  Simi- 
lar meeting  were  held  in  various  other  cities  and  villages 
in  the  state  and  nation.  From  the  indignant  expression 
which  generally  accompanied  the  speeches  delivered  and 
resolutions  adopted  at  these  meetings,  the  opposition  gave 
the  name  of  '^  indignation  meetings^^  to  these  assemblies. 

To  me  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  course  taken  by  the 
senate  on  this  occasion  was  ultimately  beneficial  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  as  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  this  act, 
which  presented  him  to  the  American  people  as  the  victim 
of  persecution,  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  his 
nomination  by  the  Baltimore  convention,  for  the  office  of 
▼ioe  president 

While  on  the  subject  of  national  affairs,  I  will  take  this 
occasion  to  state,  that  Gen.  Root,  who  was  now  a  member 
of  congress,  made  a  speech  during  the  winter  session, 
which  afforded  decisive  evidence  that  he  was  determined 
to  oppose  the  Jackson  party  in  the  state  and  nation. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  in  the  New-Tork 
•enate  in  relation  to  the  financial  concerns  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Bronson,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  gover- 
nor and  comptroller,  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  brought 
in  a  bill  enacting  that  a  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of 
the  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property  within  the 
state,  should  be  levied  annually  for  three  years.  This  bill 
presented  for  the  discussion  of  the  senate  the  great  ques- 
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iral  fund  should  be  preserved,  Otid 
id;  or  whether  its  capital  shoi^ 
rdinary  expenses  of  the  state  go- 
311,  that  by  the  Time  it  should  be 
uld  then  avail  itticif  of  the  surplds 
ic  canals  lo  meet  its  necessary  ex- 
cd  thai,  before  the  general  fund 
G  canal  debt  would  be  paid  off  and 
ular  faci,  that  all  those  members, 
I  were  in  favor  of  constructing  the 
ngagiiig  in  other  works  of  internal 
'ould  add  greatly  to  the  can&tddL  . 
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error  of  the  Aprx^ricaA  people,  apd  the  American  st^toa^  is, 
t^^  th^y,Are,iA*^  too  much  haste  to  beconjie.Tich." 

Ttfi^f^  iofxmi^y  important  questioDs  were  discussed 
e|y(^ra,tely  a^, with  great  ability  in  the  senate.  Beards- 
ley,  Mayn^,.  Se^vard  and  others  opposed^  apd  Bronson 
apf}  rTra(y.  svipported  the  bill  On  the  finied  vote  a  very 
IH^  n^ftpntiy,.  were,  found  tp  be  opposed  to  a. state  tax^ 
only  five  members,  Bronso^  Fish,.  FuUer  Halsey  and 
T^^^^rY  vptytig  iprfavor  of  it 

TbB  apppiutment  made^  by  the  governor  during  the  recess 
oC.tl^ff  legislature,  of  Jonas  Earll,  Jr.  canal  commissioner, 
m^  confirrped  by  th^  two  houses,  amji  all  the  state  ofl^cers 
\i[fl^.  re-9ppointed^  The  anti-masons  si^ported  opposi- 
ticf|l,.cl^ldidates  in  every  instance.  For  secretary  of  state, 
tli^y  voted  for  Gideon  Hawley ;  comptroller,  John  C. 
Spencer  ;  treasurer,  William  Mayell ;  attorney  general, 
I^HIpij^l  M.  Hopkins ;  surveyor  general,  James  Geddes,. 
a^for  commissary  general,  Peter  Skein  Smith*.  These 
cj|9flidafea  received  seven  votes  in  the  senate,  and  twenty- 
t^d.  voters  in  the  assembly. 

A  bill  for  constructing  the  Chenango  canal  was  again 
ipt^^pduced  into  the  senate,  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  and.  passed 
t^j^.house^  but  in  such  form  and  with  such  restrictions  as. 
WQu}d  hardly  have  satisfied  the  applicants.  It  providfsd 
tbaf  no  water  should  be  taken  from  the  Oriskany  or  Sadar 
qi^lliijll^.  creeks;  it  forbade  the  commissioners  to  pay  anyi 
diMO^ages  to  the.  owners  of  land  through  which  the  canal  i 
slK>u)d  pa^  (the  applicants  having  represented  that  vol* . 
u^ry  releases  would  be  given,  or;  would  be  procuredi 
wiMlPUt  expense  on  the  part  of  the  state,)  and  it  prohibit- 
ed the  cx>mmi8sioner8  from  commencing.the  work  until  the 
a^ltyte  should  be  amply  indenmified  by  good  personal  secu- 
rity, agains.t  an  expenditure  of  over  a  million  of  dollars.  In 
this  shape,  the  bill  passed,  the  senate  by  a  vote  of,  sixteen 
to  fifteen  ;  but  it  was  lost  in  the  assembly,  all  the  ezer- 
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tions  of  Mr.  Granger  to  the  contraiy  notwithstanding. 
The  vote  in  that  house  stood  sixty-four  to  fifty-two.  Tlw 
friends  of  the  bit!  in  the  assembly  consisted  of  the  intl- 
masons,  the  members  from  the  Chennngo  T&lley,  and  an^. 
erol  of  the  members  from  the  city  of  New-York. 

Before  the  sdjournment  of  the  legislature,  it  wai^  I  bfr 
licve,  pretty  well  understood  that  Mr.  Throop  would  BOt 
be  a  candidate  for  a  re-clectioD. 

The  office  of  governor  of  the  state  of  New-York,  at  all 
limes  subjects  n  man  to  great  anxiety  and  vexatira,  uida 
from  the  pain  inflicted  on  a  sensitive  mind  by  the  cmid 
attacks  and  wanton  abuse  of  political  opponents,  and  tha 
more  deep  and  painful  wounds  inflicted  by  oatenaiUq 
friends.  It  is  almost  the  last  situation  which  a  man  who 
desires  ease  and  <]uiet  would  seek  or  even  consent  to  my 
cupy.  From  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of  Gov.  Thronp^ 
I  think  he  is  naturally  much  inclined  to  a  peaceful  if  not 
retired  life.  Without  further  inquiry  therefore  we  an 
furnished  with  a  sufficient  reason  for  his  retirement,  ea|ia- 
cially  as  it  was  well  understood  that  he  could,  if  he  deiir- 
ed  it,  receive  an  appointment  from  the  national  govern- 
ment, more  lucrative,  it'  less  honorable,  than  that  of  go- 
vernor of  the  state,  the  duties  of  which  he  could  execute 
without  being  continually  annoyed  both  by  frienda  aid 
enemies.  But  there  were  other  reasons  why  it  waa  wiw 
in  Mr.  Throop  to  retire  from  further  competition  bebm' 
the  people.  I  have  before  remarked  that  his  general  dfl^' 
portment  was  not  such  as  to  render  him  personally  popu- 
lar, and  that  some  times,  when  he  appeared  on  paper,  bii 
productions  were  illy  calculated  to  procure  reaped,  either 
for  his  tact  or  talents.  To  a  candidate  for  popular  faTOf) 
ridicule  is  one  of  the  most  formidable  weapons  which  ca 
be  used  against  him.  That  upright  and  honest  man,  Gor, 
Yates,  may  be  said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  it 
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Immediately  after  the  election  in  1880,  Gov.  Throop 
iMued  a  proclamation  for  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer 
of  which  the  following  was  the  first  sentence: 

'^  Whereas  the  wisdom  of  man  is  but  a  small  light,  shin- 
ing around  his  footsteps,  showing  the  things  that  arc  near, 
while  all  beyond  is  shrouded  in  darkness,  manifesting  our 
dependence  upon  a  God  of  infinite  wisdom,  the  Creator 
and  Guide  of  all  things,  who  directs  our  path  through  the 
dark  and  unseen  places,  and  to  ends  which  human  wisdom 
foresees  not,  and  evincing,  that  our  condition  here,  whe- 
ther of  good  or  evil,  is  according  to  his  good  pleasure, 
operating  upon  our  hearts  and  minds,  and  not  according 
to  our  own  will  :  Wherefore  it  is  becoming,  not  only  in 
individuals,  but  in  nations  to  prostrate  themselves  before 
him,  in  humble  thankfulness,  for  all  the  good  things 
which  he  hath  vouchsafed  to  them,  and  to  implore  the 
continuance  of  his  divine  favor,  according  to  his  good 
pleasure." 

There  is  nothing  particularly  absurd  in  this,  and  yet  the 
figure  which  presents  to  the  imagination  a  man  patrolling 
in  a  dark  night  the  streets  with  a  lamp  or  taper,  '^shining 
around  his  footsteps  ,"  is  rather  apruptly  introduced,  and 
affords  a  faint  and  feeble  illustration  of  the  idea  which  the 
governor  wished  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  the  reader.  I 
was  at  church  when  the  proclamation  was  first  read,  and 
I  recollect  on  my  return  home,  a  gentleman  high  in  oflice, 
and  a  political  friend  of  the  governor,  told  me  that,  if  that 
proclamation  had  been  published  twenty  days  before, 
Throop  would  have  lost  his  election.  Tne  opposition 
seized  upon  this  alleged  blunder  with  great  eagerness,  and 
the  governor  soon  acquired,  among  his  opponents,  the 
nick  name  of  the  ''  small  light,^^  The  disappointed  office 
seekers  among  the  political  friends  of  the  governor,  charged 
their  failure,  not  to  their  own  unworthiness,  but  the  enmi- 
ty of  the  executive,  or  his  want   of  capacity  to  discover 


418  pou!iM«i.;flHrr0Br.  [IMU 

their  ineritt.  'Hwy,  therefor^  dirsirtl)i>  or-  uriirestljr, 
yielded  tbeir  aid  to  render  him  pwaonally  unpop^n. 
But  the  oppoauioo  to  him  from  the  vaUay  of  the  CbmiDc 
go  canal  pretented  the  moat  formidable  bairiar  to  faii'iUD- 
ces.  The  great  majority  given  for  Granger  in  IfiaOi,  ia  thx 
democratic  county  of  Chenaogo,  afforded  a  deiiioiulratiiv 
which  waa  tantamouat  to  what  the  lawycn  dBnoiiiiiiBAat.»9 
TWtke  to  quit.  The  governor'a  mceaage,  and  the  condnef 
of  his  frieuds  in  the  legislature  since  the  autunui  of  ISM^i 
had  not  been  such  as  were  calculated  to  allay  the  eit^a^ 
ment  against  him,  while  Granger's  course  had  beeoofav 
character  which  insured  an  increase  of  his  populari^'' 
along  the  line  of  the  projected  canal. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstaoces,  it  ia  not  probsbbr 
that  the  warmest  friends  of  Mr.  Throop  desired  that  fa*' 
should  again  be  a  candidate. 

The  integrity  of  Got.  Throop  and  the  purity  of  bv^ 
motives  have  never  been  questioned,  and  if  he  wai  d^ 
ficient  in  literary  taste  or  attairnnents,  he  certainly  did 
give  evidence  of  a  sound  mind  and  good  judgment  in  tlw 
measures  he  recommended,  and  in  the  selections  he  umie- 
of  persons  to  be  appointed  to  office.  Ctxisideriag  himwi 
the  representative  and  head  of  a  political  party,  to  vrhicfc' 
he  was  no  doubt,  from  patriotic  motives,  honestly  attaetK ' 
ed,  it  is  difficult  to  designate  a  single  act  which  be  pMw 
formed  which  was  not  discreet  and  proper.  For  my  |)arl|'< 
I  think  his  opposition  to  the  Clicnango  canal  waa  onet  ot-  - 
the  most  meritorious  acts  of  his  life,  althou^  had  he  ml  - 
have  made  that  opposition  he  would  probably,  had  he  haMi 
desired  it,  been  again  nominated  and  elected  govenor. 

The  profligate  Charles  IL  ntone  of  the  many  CMirivnti ' 
parties  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was  told  by  a  boW'- 
companion,  that  "  He  never  said  a  foolish  thing  and  nmr<!' 
did  a  wise  one."  The  jovial  monarch  wittily  replied  Ht^'- 
the  remark  was  just  and  the  reason  was.  his  words  weM  ' 
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bis  own  but  his  actions  were  those  of  his  ministers.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  reverse  of  this,  as  respects  Gov. 
Throop,  was  true,  and  that  he  never  wrote  a  wise  thing, 
but  I  think  I  may  assert  with  confidence,  as  governor  he 
seldom  did  an  unwise  act. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  26th  April 
The  anti-masonic  state  convention  assembled  at  Utica 
oo  the  21st  June.  They  again  nominated  Francis  Granger 
for  governor,  and  Samuel  Stevens  for  lieutenant  governor. 
They  also  nominated  electors  for  president  and  vice-pre- 
sident Mr.  William  Wirt,  late  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  a  man  possessed  of  brilliant  if  not  of  great 
talents,  and  one  of  the  most  amiable,  virtuous  and  bene- 
volent men  in  the  nation,  had  been  nominated  by  a  con- 
vention which  denominated  itself  a  national  anti-masonic 
convention,  and  Mr.  Clay  had  been  nominated  by  the 
national  republicans.  Both  candidates  and  their  respec- 
tive political  friends,  were  of  course  opposed  to  Gen. 
Jackson.  The  loading  anti-masons  did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare that  they  preferred  Mr.  Clay  to  Gen.  Jackson  ;  and 
at  no  reasonable  expectation  was  entertained  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Wirt,  it  was  believed  the  anti-masonic  strength 
would  ultimately  be  thrown  into  the  scale  of  Mr.  Clay. 
The  candidates  nominated  for  electors  by  this  convention, 
were  uncommitted  as  to  the  person  for  whom  they  would 
vote  if  elected.  But  my  impression  at  the  time  was  that 
if^  when  they  should  give  their  votes,  in  December,  it 
should  be  ascertained  that  the  electoral  votes  of  this  state 
would  secure  the  election,  by  the  electors,  of  Mr.  Clay,  it 
would  be  given  to  him;  otherwise  to  Mr.  Wirt  But  it 
was  an  extremely  awkward  position  which  both  the  na- 
tional and  anti-masonic  parties  occupied  on  this  occasion, 
from  the  fact  that  neither  dare  avow  what  candidate  the 
electors,  if  chosen,  would  vote  for.  Mr.  Croswell,  in  an- 
nouncing the  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Utica  con 
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rention,  with  hia  usual  inimitable  tad  and  akill,  thw 
showed  up  the  embarrassing  condilion  of  the  aupportaB 
of  the  electoral  ticket  uomiaatud  by  the  anti-mwon^ 
which  by  the  bye.  Was  headed  by  the  names  of  Jajob 
Kent  and  John  C.  Spencer. 

"Judging  from  the  names,  as  far  as  they  are  koowa  to 
us.  it  is  tha  coalition,  as  palpable  as  the  thing  can  be,  and 
not  be  formally  announced  by  the  contracting  partial 
Clay  men,  masons  and  anti-masons  alternate  through  tfail 
combination  of  the  factions ;  and  this  is  the  quid  pre  qua 
for  the  support,  by  tlic  Clay  partizans,  of  the  anti-maioM 
candidates  for  governor  and  lieul.  governor.  The  wbolfe 
scheme  is  now  apparent  We  shall  see  how  far  the  bonaai 
portions  of  both  parties  will  concent  to  the  transfer.  Ha 
idea  of  a  Clay  state  convention  is  the  merest  humbly 
No  such  is  to  be  held,  or  intended  to  be  held,  'nm  baih 
gain  is  completed,  and  even  the  mockery  of  its  ratificadoB 
by  the  Cky  partizans  (for  that  is  all  that  another  Utioa 
convention  would  think  of  doing)  will  be  avoided."  i 

Contrary,  however,  to  the  pi-edictiona  of  the  editor  df 
the  Albany  Argus,  a  convention  of  nadonal  republtcaH 
was  hold  at  Ulica  on  the  36th  of  July,  of  which  Judgi 
Spencer  was  chairman.  The  chief  object  of  this  meetiiig 
seems  to  have  been  to  recommend  the  support  of  Grangat 
and  Stevens,  and  the  electoral  ticket  nominated  by  Iha 
mnti-masons.  Before  they  adjourned,  they  adopted  aundiy 
resolutions,  in  one  of  which  they  recommended  the  anpr 
port  of  Henry  Clay  for  president,  and  John  Sergeant  Sm 
vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

1  ought  to  have  mentioned  in  its  proper  place,  that  tbi 
legislature  in  1S20,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendatiaa 
of  Air.  Van  Buren,  passed  a  law  abolishing  the  diitmt 
system,  and  directing  the  electors  of  president  to  be  cho- 
sen by  general  ticket.  It  will  be  remembered  that  tUi 
law,  which  undoubtedly  waa  very  proper  ia  itasU^  «■% 


188$!.].  or  NEW-YORK.  419 

nevertheless,  passed  in  direct  opposition  to  the  vh\l  of  the 
people,  shortly  before  that  time  expressed  at  the  polls  of 
the  election.  The  Van  Biuen  party  at  this  period  was  a 
bold  and  adventurous  party.  While  Mr.  Clinton  was  liv- 
ing, they  opposed  the  general  ticket  system ;  and  when  an 
appeal  was  made  po  the  people,  the  rank  and  file  men  re- 
sponded according  to  the  wishes  of  their  leaders.  8ome 
dT  the  Adams  party  who  were  Clintonians  were  also  in 
favor  of  the  district  system.  In  this  way  a  laige  majori- 
ty was  obtained  against  a  choice  of  electors  by  general 
ticket  Notwithstanding  this  fiat  of  the  people,  immedi- 
ately after  the  death  of  Mr.  Clinton,  that  fiat  was  entirely 
disregarded,  and  the  district  system  abolished  without  a 
single  word  of  complaint  from  any  quarter. 

If  Mr.  Clinton  had  been  in  life,  MK)uld  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  have  consented  to  the  abolition  of  the  dis- 
trict system  ? 

Before  the  adjournment  of  congress,  but  at  a  very  late 
period  of  the  long  Session,  the  bill  to  re-charter  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  passed  both  houses  by  strong  majors 
ities,  but  the  president,  a  few  days  afterwards,  returned  it 
to  the  senate  with  his  reasons  for  declining  to  approve  it 
This  veto  message,  as  it  was  called,-was  long,  and  written 
with  great  ability.  The  rejection  of  the  bill  was  the  sig- 
nal for  commencing  one  of  the  warmest  electioneering 
contests  ever  known  in  the  United  States.  The  bank, 
with  its  army  of  officers  and  debtors,  constituting  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  entire  population  in  every  state  in 
the  union,  uniting  its  exertions  with  the  national  republi- 
cans and  the  old  opponents  of  Gen.  Jackson,  while  the 
friends  of  Jackson  and  Van  Burcn,  and,  1  may  say,  the 
old  democratic  party,  encouraged  and  cheered  on  by  the 
state  banks  and  their  dependants,  produced  a  war  of  no 
ordinary  character  for  warmth  and  zeal.  Independent  of 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  application  for  a  renevral  flf 
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expenditure  of  money  as  a  bank,  for  printing  and  circar 
Jating  electioneering  band-billi,  the  large  loana  mada 
shortly  before  and  during  the  pendency  of  the  quesfian 
before  congress  to  members  of  that  body,  and  to  iofliMB- 
tial  editors  of  newspapers,  wore  acts  which  merit  the  most 
unqualified  condemnation,  and  so  far,  it  may  be  auppoaei^ 
as  example  may  influence  those  who  come  aAer  us,  it  a 
fortunate  that  these  nefarious  eSbrta  terminated  unsucces» 
fully. 

On  the  other  hand,  notwithstanding  the  veto  mesngp 
contained  several  very  strong  arguments,  which  applM 
with  equal  force  against  banks  and  banking  in  general,  jm 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  state  banks  in  thsir 
zeal  to  annihilate  the  great  leviathan,  and  wishing  to  d» 
rive  all  possible  aid  from  the  influence  of  Geo.  jBcksoii*i 
favor  and  popularity,  employed  their  officers,  directors  and 
dependents  in  circulating  the  veto  message  in  all  dirset- 
lions.  The  political  press  on  both  sides  teemed  with  pul^ 
lications  on  the  subject. 

1  regret  to  be  compelled  to  record,  that  about  the  tima 
this  tremendous  campaing  was  opened,  one  of  the  dhM 
talented  and  influential  opponents  of  General  Jackson,  u 
able  and  useful  legislator,  departed  this  life.  1  allude  to 
WiLUAM  H.  Maykaro.  He  had  gone  to  New-York  IR 
the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  court  of 
errors,  and  soon  after  his  arival  there,  was  seixed  with  a 
malignant  fever,  supposed  to  be  the  Asiatic  cholera,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  1st  day  of  September.  1  haTB 
copied  the  following  notice  of  his  death  from  the  editorid 
department  of  the  Albany  Argus,  written  by  Mr.  Cros> 
well,  which  s  not  only  just  to  the  memory  of  the  deoensd 
senator,  but  creditable  to  the  candor  and  liberality  of  Ifaa 
editor. 
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"  Mr.  MayDard  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  may  be 
said  to  have  been  in  the  maturity  and  vigor  of  his  facul- 
ties. And  his  were  the  facuhies  of  no  ordinary  mind.  It 
was  powerful;  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  learning  of 
the  day,  professional  and  political ;  logical  and  exact ;  and 
possessed,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  of  the  power  of  bring- 
ing out  and  applying  its  resources. 

'*  As  a  lawyer,  as  a  debater  in  the  senate,  and  as  a  capa- 
ble writer,  he  has  left  few  superiors  among  his  contempo- 
raries. Although  of  opposite  politics  with  ourselves,  we 
knew  and  estimated  the  power  of  his  intellect,  and,  along 
with  our  friends,  have  felt  the  sharpness  and  force  of  an 
encounter  with  iL  To  his  personal  friends,  his  death  is  a 
severe  deprivation.  In  the  political  party  to  which  he  was 
attached,  he  has  left  no  equal,  and  none  that  can  supply 
hii  place." 

Mr.  Maynard  never  was  married.  He  had  acquired  by 
his  practice  in  his  profession  a  considerable  estate,  the 
greater  part  of  which  he  bequeathed  to  chantable  and  lite-> 
rary  institutions. 

The  period  fixed  for  holding  the  Herkimer  convention, 
was  now  rapidly  approaching,  and  the  members  of  the 
Albany  Regency  were  casting  about  with  anxious  solici- 
tude for  the  most  suitable,  which  perhaps  politically 
speaking,  means  the  strongest  candidates  for  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor.  Gov.  Throop  being  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, there  was  little  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  William  L.  Marcy  was  their  best  candidate 
for  governor ;  but  at  his  time  of  life,  and  with  his  politi- 
cal prospects,  upon  the  supposition  that  he  continued  in 
the  general  government,  he  was  not  over  anxious  to  put 
his  popularity  to  a  test,  the  issue  of  which  was  so  uncei 
tain  as  the  result  of  the  New- York  election.  The 
strength  of  the  anti-masonic  party  was  in  a  great  measure 
unknown,  and  how  many  of  the  friends  of  Gien.  Jackson 
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nngfit  Isave  the  puly  in  oomeqiienee  of  the  veto  mowiga . 
no  human  being  could  foroBee.  With  this  prospect  befinv 
him,  1  con  resdily  imagine  that  Mr.  Marcy,  haring  beoa 
recently  elected  to  one  of  the  most  desirable  officea  in  Hm 
government,  had  no  great  anxiety  to  be  a  candidate  fiir 
governor  at  the  then  nproaching  eleotion.  Botb  be  and 
his  friends  were  fully  convinced  that  the  majority  i&  ths 
state  was  wholly  uncertain,  unless  the  people  of  the  Ch^ 
nango  valley  could  be  satisfied,  and  so  well  satisfied  tbtt 
they  would  afford  a  cordial  support  to  the  democrvtiB 
nominatims,  as  against  even  their  tried  friend  PnwSt 
Granger.  How  was  this  to  be  done  ?  If  I  have  not  beoB 
misinformed,  some  short  lime  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Herkimer  convention,  a  highly  respectable  gentlemii^ 
and  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  democm- 
tic  party,  visited  the  county  of  (Chenango  and  gave  the 
people  of  that  county  amurance  that  the  Herkimer  con- 
vention would  nominate  Mr.  John  Tracy,  of  Oxford,  fbr 
the  office  of  lieutenant  governor,  and  about  that  time,  ff 
not  an  express  a  tacit  understanding  was  produced  tfait 
the  next  legislature  would  pass  a  law  providing  for  the 
construction  of  the  Chenango  canal.  Thus  the  appreheih 
sions  of  the  democratic  party,  in  the  valley  of  the  Ch^ 
nango  were  quieted.  They  no  longer  manifested  lo^ 
inclination  to  support  for  governor  the  anti-masonie  e>^ 
didate,  and  the  hobby  which  Mr.  Granger  had  trained  and 
ridden  for  a  considerable  time  with  great  success  tat 
which  promised  him  still  greater,  at  length  jilted  tali 
jostled  him  off  for  other  and  more  successAil  backets. 

How  were  the  regency  to  drop  Mr,  Edward  P.  Living^ 
ston  and  give  the  preference  to  Mr.  Tracy  without  oSend^ 
ing  him  T  What  explanation  was  made  to  him,  I  do  ndt 
know.  It  18  most  probable  that  his  political  frieoda  asMa^ 
ed  him  that  their  ascendency  as  a  party  depended  opott 
tbe  nomination  of  Hr.  Tracy,  and  therefore  the  n 
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which  knews  bo  law,  especially  in  politica,  demanded  his 
retirement  from  office. 

The  Herkimer  convention  met  on  the  appointed  day, 
(19th  September,)  where  these  arrangements  were  carried 
into  efiect  with  great  unanimity.  Gov.  Throop  addressed 
a  writen  communication  to  the  convention,  in  which  he 
declined  a  nomination.  His  letter  was  dignified,  but  at 
the  same  time  modest  and  respectful.  Judge  Marcy,  on 
balloting  for  a  candidate  for  governor,  received  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  votes.  There  were  only  six  dissenting 
votes.  Mr.  Tracy  was  unanimously  nominated.  It  does 
not  appear  that  Mr.  Livingston  made  any  written  commu- 
nication, declining  the  honor  of  being  a  candidate.  This 
convention,  of  course,  nominated  presidential  electors; 
and  Mr.  Livingston  was  recommended  by  it  for  one  of  the 
two  state  electors.  Col.  Young,  on  this  occasion,  again 
appeared  in  the  political  field,  and  was  made  chairman  of 
the  convention.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1824, 
when  a  candidate  for  governor,  he  had  declared  himself 
in  favour  of  Henry  Clay  for  president,  in  a  letter  written  to 
Mr.  Hudson  of  Madison;  and  in  1828,  it  was  rumored 
that  Mr.  Young  was  inclined  to  support  the  re-election  of 
Mn  Adams;  but  in  1882,  he  published  a  pamphlet,  of 
course  very  ably  written,  in  opposition  to  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank;  and  in  which  he 
■poke  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  character  and 
policy  of  Gen.  Jackson.  If  the  confidence  of  any  of  his 
political  friends  in  him  had  been  previously  impaired,  the 
grounds  taken  by  him  in  this  pamphlet  restored  that  con- 
fidence. 

I  need  not  say  that  the  election  was  warmly  contested, 
and  that  the  parties  were  highly  excited,  because  that  such 
were  the  facts,  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every 
reader. 
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and  as  I  have  asserted  that  an  understanding  existed  be- 
tween the  leaders  of  the  dominant  party  at  Albany  and 
the  applicants  for  the  construction  of  the  Chenango  ca- 
nal, I  deem  it  proper,  although  that  understanding  was 
not  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  until  the  session 
of  the  legislature  in  1833,  here  to  state,  that  soon  after 
that  legislature  was  organized,  a  bill  for  the  construction 
of  the  Chenango  canal  was  introduced  into  the  assembly, 
without  limitation  as  to  the  expense,  or  any  other  restric- 
tion, except  that  the  commissioners  were  to  take  no  water 
from  the  Oriskany  or  Sauquoit  creeks,  which,  on  the  1st 
day  of  February,  passed  that  house  by  a  vote  of  seventy- 

m 

nine  to  forty.  It  was  immediately  sent  to  the  senate,  and 
on  the  21st  of  February  it  passed  that  body,  seventeen 
senators  voting  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  ten  against  it 
Many  of  the  democratic  senators  who  heretofore  had  vo- 
ted against  the  project  in  all  its  forms,  now  changed  their 
votes.  The  reasons  assigned  by  these  gentlemen  for  their 
change  of  opinion  were  quite  singular — I  was  going  to 
say  amusing.  Several  senators  of  high  standing  and 
character,  declared  in  their  places  that  they  believed  the 
project  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  state ;  but  as 
they  had  no  doubt  the  applicants  would  persevere  until  a 
legislature  would  be  chosen  who  would  grant  their  re- 
quest, they  thought  it  their  duty  to  vote  for  the  measure  : 
for  if  ihty  did  not  pass  the  law,  their  successors  would. 
To  illustrate  more  clearly  the  rule  of  action  by  which 
these  gentlemen  profess  to  have  been  governed,  I  will 
■oppose  that  I  am  quite  sure. that  Tom  Jones  will  steal 
your  horse  to-morrow  night ;  and  to  prevent  such  an  out- 
rage, /  determine  to  steal  the  horse  this  night  I 

The  success  of  the  bill  must  have  been  very  annoying 
to  Mr.  Granger  and  his  anti-masonic  friends.  He  and 
they,  no  doubt,  anticipated  realizing  much  political  capital 
from  supporting  this  measure  in  opposition  to  the  views 
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Perhaps  no  political  party  was  ever  better  organized 
than  the  democratic  party  in  the  state  of  New- York  at  the 
oommencement  of  the  administration  of  Governor  Marcy. 
All  questions  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  candidates  for 
elective  offices,  either  by  the  people  or  the  legislature, 
were  settled  in  caucus,  and  every  member  of  the  party 
was  in  honor  pledged  to  support  the  decision  of  these  as- 
semblies. S.  Wright,  A.  C.  Flagg,  E.  CrosweU,  B. 
Knower,  J.  A  Dix,  and  James  Porter,  all  of  them  discreet 
and  sagacious  politicians,  constituted  the  soul  of  the  Alba- 
ny Regency,  by  the  result  of  whose  deliberations  the  de- 
mocratic party,  so  far  as  related  to  mere  political  operar 
tions,  were  generally  governed. 

Gov.  Marcy,  who  now  controlled  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  although  he  had  for  a  year  or 
two  past  been  occupied  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  with  national  politics,  had,  by  no  means,  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  scenes  which  were  passing  in  his  own  state. 
He,  therefore,  may  be  said  to  have  been  quite  at  home, 
when  he  ascended  the  gubernatorial  chair.  The  declara- 
tion which  he  made  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
thAt  '*  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  which  was  the 
subject  of  considerable  and  warm  animadversion  by  his 
political  opponents,  did  not  impair  his  influence  with  his 
friends  at  home.  It  was  a  maxim  by  which  they  were 
governed.  And,  in  truth,  are  not  all  political  parties  in 
tiiis  state,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  nation,  go- 
Fernedbyit?  John  Quincy  Adams  attempted  to  repu- 
diate it,  and  was  soon  politically  prostrated,  Even  Mr. 
Webster,  who,  with  great  zeal  denounced  Mr.  Marcy  for 
avowing  the  principle,  himself  practices  upon  it  The 
open  avowal  of  it  by  Marcy  was  an  evidence  of  frankness; 
a  denial  would  have  proved  him  a  hypocrite. 

The  democratic  party  also  at  this  period  had  the  fuU 
benefit  of  General  Jackson*s  personal  popularity,  and  was 


\ 
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engineera,  and  the  practicability  of  the  woric  well  ascer- 
Inned.  The  expeDse  has  been  uniformly  estimated  by  the 
engineers,  at  less  than  one  million  of  dollars;  but  the 
eanal  commissioners  are  of  the  opinion,  that  it  will  in- 
volve an  expenditure  beyond  that  sum.  The  amount  of 
revenue  it  will  yield  has  been  variously  stated;  some  think 
it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  canal  in  repair,  and  pay 
the  expenses  of  collection ;  while  others  who  have  given 
the  subject  an  equally  careful  consideration,  entertain  a 
confident  belief  that  it  will  be  abundantly  sufficient  to 
bring  the  application  within  the  rule  1  have  laid  down  as 
justifying,  in  my  judgment,  the  construction  of  any  pub- 
lic work  falling  within  it.  It  remains  for  you  to  decide 
iqxMi  these  conflicting  opinions.  I  commend  this  propos- 
ed work  to  your  favorable  notice,  with  the  expression  of 
a  strong  desire  that  its  merits  may  be  found  such  as  to  in- 
dnoe  you  to  authorize  its  construction." 

The  election  of  Mr.  Marcy  as  governor  had  left  a  va- 
cancy in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  The  peculiar 
situation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  vice  president  and  as  can- 
didate for  president,  rendered  it  very  important  for  him 
that  the  senator  to  be  elected  from  this  state  should  be  not 

?ily  his  personal  and  political  friend,  but  a  prudent, 
rewd,  sagacious  man,  and  capable  when  the  emergency 
'required,  of  acquitting  himself  well  as  a  floor  memlier  of 
tliat  body.  For  the  purpose  of  eflecting  these  objects, 
tfie  comptroller,  Silas  Wright,  jun.  was  selected.  This 
produced  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  comptroller,  to  which 
j>  place  Mr.  Flagg  was  appointed,  and  Gen.  Dix  was  made 
ih  secretary  of  state.  A  young  gentleman  from  Canandai- 
gua,  Mr.  Levi  Hubbell,  was  appointed  adjutant  general  in 
lieu  of  Gen.  Dix.  The  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Hubbell  in 
''the  infected  district,"  and  his  supposed  influence  there, 
was  probably  one  motive  which  induced  that  selection. 
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I  have  befbiB  mentioned  that  the  United  StatM 
non-concurred  in  the  nomination  of  M.  M.  Noah,  one  «f 
the  editors  of  the  New- York  Enquirer,  to  the  office  off 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  York.  That  decision  of  tki 
senate  was  afterwards  re-considered,  and  he  was  appoint 
ed ;  but  from  the  course  taken  by  Maj.  Noah  at  the  ImI 
presidential  election,  he  probably  anticipated  a  removil 
from  his  office,  and  therefore  resigned.  Hector  Craig,  Iw 
merly  a  Clintonian  member  of  congress,  who  in  1825  to^ 
ted  for  Gren.  Jackson  for  president,  (by  the  bye 'the  onlj 
member  belonging  to  that  party  who  voted  for  hini|)  a 
very  worthy  and  honorable  man,  was  appointed  to  thsil 
office.  \ 

The  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Dudley,  in  the  senate  of  Ihn 
United  States,  was  to  expire  on  the  4th  of  March»  and  M 
the  2d  February  a  legislative  caucus  was  held  for  the  pa» 
pose  of  nominating  a  successor.     The  members  who 
posed  this  meeting  were  divided  in  opinion.     Some 
for  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  some  for  Judge  Sutherland 
some  for  B.  F.  Butler.     On  the  first  ballot  no  person 
a  majority  of  all   the   votes.     After  Bome  consultatioA^ 
Edward  Livingston,  the  brother-in-law  of  Judge  Snthei^  ^^^ 
land,  withdrew  his  name  from  competition  as  a  i  iiiiiliilstii.*    ^' 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  concentrate  the  oppoaition^flp«    j 
Tallmadge  on  Butler — but  eventually  the  former  obtainaJP    ^  H 
the  Nomination  by  a  small  majority,  I  believe   three  or^  ^ 
foul\   Col.  Tallmadge  was  the  avowed  friend  of  the  pio*         w 
tective  or  American  system  which  induced  Chief  Justios 
Savage  and  Mr.  B.  Knower  to  favor  his  nomination,  udA 


which  probably  finally  turned  the  scale  in  his  fayor.     The 
next  day  opposition  was  made   to  his  election  by  MMHLi^J^ 
Sherman  of  New- York,   and  Mr.  Westcott   nf  f>rnmj%      iff 
county,  in  the  senate,  and  by  Mr.   Varian,   Mr.   Spenoer   *  «^ 
and  others  in  the  assembly,  upon  the  ground  that  he  wit 
constitutionally  ineligible,  he  being  then  a  member  of  the 
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iegislature.  But  this  opposion  was  overruled  by  the 
oiajority.  In  the  senate  Mr.  Tallmadge  received  eighteen 
votes,  Mr.  Granger  six  and  Mr.  Butler  two;  in  the  aMCUD- 
Uy  fixty-nine  votes  were  given  to  Mr.  Tallmadge,. t,v^9IP- 
Cy-five  for  Granger  and  twelve  for  Butler.  TwQ  lenatom, 
Messrs.  Quackenl)08s  and  Cropsy,  were  excused  from  vot- 
ings and  in  the  assembly  it  will  be  seen  that  but  a  small 
▼Dte  was  given.  Those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Granger  were 
ADti-masonSy  but  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Butler  and  tboae 
who  declined  voting  at  all,  were  of  an  opinion  that  the 
election  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  was  unconstitutional.  It  will 
be  perceived  that  there  was  but  a  small  majority  of  the 
members  elected  to  each  hoi|se  who  voted  for  Mr.  Tall- 
madge. If  the  majority  of  the  legislature  had  not  the 
ooDStitutional  power  to  elect  Mr.  Tallmadge,  had  not  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  a  right,  and  was  it  not  their 
duty  to  adjudicate  on  the  question? 

The  famous  compromise  bill  of  Mr.  Clay  had  passed 
both  houses  of  congress;  and  been  approved  by  the  presi- 
dent, by  which  the  vexed  question  in  relation  to  the  tariff 
was  put  at  rest,  and  the  country  was  now  reposing  in  per- 
fect peace  and  quietness.  Money  was  abundant  and  our 
commercial  afiairs  were  prosperous;  but  in  this  state  of 
the  public  mind,  the  president  made  a  movement  which 
produced  much  excitement,  and  called  out  a  very  bitter 
party  feeling. 

By  the  law  creating  the  United  States  Bank,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  national  revenue  should  be  deposited  in  that 
bank,  to  be  paid  out  and  disbursed  by  it  according  to  the 
directions  it  should  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
treasury  department.  The*  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
however  the  right  to  remove  those  deposites  whenever,  in 
his  judgment,  the  public  interest  demanded  the  change. 
The  intention  undoubtedly  was,  that  the  national  deposits 

should  be  continued  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  dur- 

Bb 


•         :* 

■      • 


» 


I 

\ 

1 


'•..& 


/■ 


ded  it  oootisocd  to  oe  a  s&fe  de- 

I  it>  Mipulalcd  dutiea  iii  immul- 

poUic  noocys  aocordiii|[  to  ifae 

The  etiBtence  or  tbo  bank  wodU 

mr  1B36.  and  the  locaJ  slate  bub, 
Uen  harvest  growing  oul  of  Ihe  ac 
,  could  not  wait  patieotlv  Ifaedsnfa 
ir  the  fruition  of  their  hopca^  fcal 
the  indignnnt  feelings  of  Gen. 
Biddic  and  ihc  manngiBre  of  Ae 
laded  him  on  forthwith  lo  cuiMi 
liindB  from  that  bank  to  their  «« 
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removed  the  secretary,  and  appointed  Roger  B.  Taney, 
the  present  chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  in  his  place; 
and  Mr.  Taney  forthwith  issued  an  order  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposits  from  the  national  to  the  state  banks.  This 
transaction  roused  to  vigorous  action  the  opposition  to  the 
natonal  administration  in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 

It  did  not,  however,  produce  much  efit^ct  ou  the  condi- 
tion of  parties  in  this  state.  It  was  very  evident  that,  in- 
asmuch as  so  large  a  portion  of  the  revenue  was  collected 
in  the  port  of  New-York,  the  transfer  of  the  national  de- 
posits to  our  own  banks  would  greatly  increase  the  wealth 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  would  facilitate  bank  accommo- 
dations to  business  men  and  speculators.  It  is  easy  to 
convince  men  that  what  is  for  their  own  convenience  and 
interest  is  right 

The  November  election  terminated  almost  universally 
in  favor  of  the  democratic  party.  The  county  of  Wash- 
ington changed  from  a  very  strong  anti-masonic  majority, 
and  this  year  returned  democratic  members  to  the  assem- 
bly. Mr.  Isaac  R.  Van  Duzer,  who  I  have  mentioned  before 
as  a  young  man  of  promising  talents,  being  dissatisfied 
with  the  majority  of  his  party,  attempted,  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, to  get  up  an  irregular  ticket,  of  which  he  himself  was 
the  head;  but  it  failed,  and  the  regular  democratic  candi- 
dates were  elected. 

In  the  sixth  senatorial  district  which,  in  1830,  had 
elected  an  anti-masonic  senator,  (Mr.  Lynde.)  Mr.  Mack 
of  Ithaca,  the  democratic  candidate,  this  year  obtained  a 
majority  of  more  than  seven  thousand.  Even  in  the  eighth 
district,  Mr.  Tracy's  election  was  for  a  long  time  doubt- 
ful, and  he  ultimately  succeeded  with  but  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  majority.  All  the  other  districts  elected  demo- 
cratic senators.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
members  of  assembly  elected,  one  hundred  and  four  were 
democrats. 
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Charters  were  granted  to  eight  banking  companies;  and 
additions  authorized  to  be  made  to  the  capital  of  some 
pre-existing  banks. 

January  7,  1834. — The  late  speaker  and  clerk  of  the 
assembly  having  been  transferred  to  the  senate,  William 
Baker,  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  was  chosen  speaker,  and 
Philip  Reynolds,  jun.  of  Montgomery,  the  editor  and 
printer  of  a  newspaper,  was  elected  clerk.  Mr.  Baker 
received  one  hundred  and  thirteen  votes  for  speaker,  and 
there  were  ten  blanks. 

The  governor's  message,  as  is  every  thing  else  written 
by  him,  was  able  and  well  written,  but  was  unreasonably 
long.  This  fault,  if  it  be  one,  in  our  executive  commu- 
nications, has  continued  to  prevail,  and  for  aught  I  see,  is 
likely  to  be  increased  rather  than  reformed.  The  govern- 
or, when  on  the  subject  of  banks  in  his  message,  states 
the  fact  that  already  notice  had  been  given  that  one  hun- 
dred and  five  applications  would  be  made  during  that  ses- 
sion for  bank  charters. 

Nathan  Williams,  judge  of  the  fifth  circuit,  having  be- 
come ineligible,  by  reason  of  his  age,  to  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  his  office  any  longer,  resigned  it,  and  the  gov- 
ernor and  senate  appointed  Samuel  Beardsley  his  succes- 
sor. Mr.  Beardsley  was  at  the  time  a  leading  and  effi- 
cient member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  support  of  the  national  administration ;  and  so 
fierce  was  the  opposition,  and  so  valuable  were  his  ser- 
vices, that  the  friends  of  the  president  persuaded  him  to 
remain  in  congress,  and  of  course  to  decline  the  office  of 
judge.  After  Mr.  Beardsley  had  declined,  the  governor 
appointed  Hiram  Denio  to  that  office.  Though  contrary 
to  the  rule  I  had  prescribed  to  be  observed  in  writing  this 
closing  chapter,  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  re- 
cording my  testimony  in  favor  of  judge  Denio  as  one  of 
the  most  upright,  discriminating  and  learned  judges  who 
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qaent  sudden  enlargement  of  the  discounts  of  the  bank, 
and  its  increase  of  circulation,  which  occurred  in  1885—0, 
affords  strong  evidence  that  this  allegation  was  well 
founded.  /  ^ 

In  the  winter  of  188ff,  the  distress  produced  by  these 
operations  of  the  bank,  was  felt  in  every  part  of  the  union, 
but  most  severely  in  the  commercial  towns.  It  infused 
fresh  spirit  and  vigor  among  the  ranks  of  the  opposition 
in  the  state  and  nation.  They  characterized  the  act  of 
General  Jackson,  in  removing  the  deposits,  as  high-handed 
and  tyrannical;  and  as  an  usurpation  by  the  executive  of 
powers  which,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  constitution, 
belonged  to  the  legislative  department  of  the  government ; 
and  that  by  this  measure,  the  president  had  obtained 
the  possession  and  control  of  the  national  treasures,  of 
which  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  congress  were 
the  constitutional  guardians.  They,  about  this  time,  as- 
samed  the  title  of  Whios,  as  the  cognomen  by  which  all 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  administration  of  General 
Jackson,  should  be  designated  and  known.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  when  this  attitude  and  name  was  assumed  by 
the  national  republican  party,  the  anti-masonic  party  in- 
stantly disbanded.  They  seemed,  as  if  by  magic,  in  one 
nnoment  annihilated.  That  unbending,  and  as  they  were 
called,  proscribing  party,  comprising  many  thousands  of 
electors,  among  whom  were  great  numbers  of  men  of  high 
character  for  talents  and  standing,  and  distinguished  for 
their  piety  and  sacred  regard  to  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
who  had  repeatedly  most  solemnly  declared,  they  wouM 
never  vote  for  an  adhering  mason  for  any  office  whatever, 
in  one  day,  ceased  to  utter  a  word  against  masonry,  assum- 
ed the  name  and  title  of  whigs,  and  as  it  were,  in  an  in- 
stant amalgamated  into  one  mass  with  national  republicans, 
a  party  composed  as  well  of  masons  as  of  other  citizens. 
This  seems  to  me,  a  high  evidence  of  the  community  of 
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feidlittg  whidi  ezitted  among  the  membert  of  tiw 
sonic  party  ;  and  that  what  is  called  the  discipliDe  of  {»rlf 
was,  by  no  meant,  confined  to  the  democratic  party  iat  tha 
state  of  New-York.  It  may,  however,  be  said  and  k 
ought  to  be  stated,  because  it  is  true,  that  the  nistitutioii 
of  masonry  had,  in  point  of  fact,  ceased  to  exiat,  aad 
therefore,  that  the  anti-masons  had  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject they  originally  had  in  view,  which  was  the  deatmo* 
tion  of  masonry.  But  then  it  is  equally  true,  that  manMh 
ry  was  as  effectually  demolished  in  November,  18811^  mi 
in  February,  1834. 

Early  in  the  session  of  1834,  a  resolution  was  movod 
in  the  assembly  by  a  democratic  member,  approving  of  di0 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  passed  that  house  bjn 
large  majority.  In  the  senate,  the  resolution  was  diacga^ 
sed  with  much  spirit  and  opposed  with  great  alMlitj  hf 
Mr.  Seward  and  other  whig  senators,  but  advocated  bf 
Messrs.  Dodge,  Edmonds,  Suydam  and  others.  It  WM 
finally  adopted  by  the  strong  vote  of  twenty-three  to  twit 
I  observe  that  Mr.  Lynde,  who  had  been  elected  bjr  iM 
anti-masons  and  national  republicans,  on  this  octeskM 
voted  with  the  majority. 

At  Washington,  the  action  of  the  president  on  this  dMM 
all  absorbing  question,  was  the  subject  of  much  and  aervM 
animadversion.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Tallmadge 
out  strongly  in  support  of  the  president,  and  mad^ 
elaborate  and  able  speech,  in  which  he  strongly  coiltetidrid 
that  congress  had  no  power  to  charter  a  bank,  and  df 
course  that  the  law  incorporating  the  existing  bluik  Ml 
unconstitutional. 

Such  was  the  pressure  produced  by  the  actiori  of  thl 
United  States  bank,  that  the  New-York  banks  bedariH 
seriously  apprehensive  that  thuy  should  be  compelled  ta 
suspend  specie  payment  unless  they  could  obtain  tfooiS 
extrinsic  aid.      They  represented  their  condition  to  tfb 
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governor,  who  on  the  22nd  of  March,  sent  a  menage  to 
the  legislature  recommending  a  loan  of  the  credit  of  the 
state  to  the  banka,  in  the  shape  of  state  stocks,  to  the 
amount  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  exigency 
of  the  banks  should  require  such  aid. 

The  legislature  acted  very  promptly  upon  this  recom- 
omidation  and  passed  an  act  substantially  in  pursuance  of 
the  suggestion  of  the  governor.  But  the  bank' of  the 
iMted  States  perceiving  that  the  New* York  banks  sos- 
taiaed  as  they  now  were  by  the  credit  of  the  state,  could 
not  be  compelled  to  suspend  the  payment  of  their  notes 
ii' specie,  but  on  the  contrary  wouML  be  able  to  extend 
their  loans  for  the  relief  of  the  commercial  community, 
or  from  some  other  cause,  soon  after  changed  its  coarse, 
and  instead  of  curtailing  began  to  extend  its  loans  and  iii" 
oease  its  issues.  The  New- York  banks  therefore  did  not 
call  on  the  state  for  any  aid,  and  the  state  law  waa  pep- 
nUted  to  expire  without  any  action  being  had  under  it 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  whigs  to  render  the  go- 
vernor unpopular  for  recommending  this  measure,  which 
wai  stigmatized  as  a  mortgage  of  the  property  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  for  the  benefit  of  moneyed  corporations, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  these  efforts  had  any  injurious 
effect  on  his  political  character  and  standing.  Indeed  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  at  the  present  day  his  conduct 
in  relation  to  this  matter  is  approved  of  by  all  parties  and 
especially  by  the  whigs. 

The  result  of  the  corporation  election  in  New*  York  show- 
ed that  the  pressure  upon  the  money  marked,  to  whatever 
cause  it  was  owing,  had  produced  some  effect  in  that  city 
adverse  to  the  democratic  party.  Mr.  Lawrence,  person- 
ally a  very  popular  man,  who  was  the  democratic  candi- 
date for  mayor,  obttuned  only  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
majority  over  Mr.  Verplanok,  the  whig  candidate.  Here 
then  a  majority  of  five  thousand  in  the  city  of  New- York 
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From  the  Fourth  District,  Samuel  Young,  and 

Jabez  Willea, 
**  Fifth         do.,      Abijah  Beckwith, 

**  Sixth         do.,      Levi  Beardsley, 

Seventh    do.,      Chester  Loomis, 
Eighth       do.,      Isaac  Lacy. 

In  December,  Simeon  De  Witt,  surveyor  general  of  the 
■tate,  at  an  advanced  age,  departed  this  life.  He  had 
held  the  office  of  surveyor  general  uninteruptedly  for  the 
space  of  fifty  years.  His  merits  as  a  citizen,  a  philanhtro- 
pist,  a  friend  and  patron  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  as 
an  able  and  faithful  public  officer,  I  need  not  mention. 
They  are  known  and  universally  acknowledged.  What 
is  most  singular,  and  what  indeed  is  the  highest  evidence 
of  his  personal  worth  and  official  merit,  is  that,  although 
h^  always  openly  and  frankly  avowed  his  political  opinions, 
and  although  he  frequently  belonged  to  the  party  which 
was  in  the  minority,  no  party,  during  the  lapse  of  half  a 
century,  ventured  to  remove  him. 

January  6,  1835. — The  legislature  convened  on  the  day 
fixed  by  law.  Charles  Humphrey,  of  Ithaca,  having,  at 
a  caucus  held  the  preceding  evening,  been  regularly  nomi- 
nated for  speaker  of  the  assembly,  was  duly  elected. 
Mark  H.  Sibley,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Granger  and  Mr. 
Spencer,  from  the  county  of  Ontario,  was  the  whig  can- 
didate, and  received  thirty-one  votes — ^Mr.  Humphrey  re- 
ceived ninety-one. 

The  governor,  in  his  message,  reviewed  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  bank,  and  gave  a  history  of  the  proceed- 
ings under  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  loaning 
the  credit  of  the  state  to  the  banks,  or  rather  gave  a  his- 
tory showing  that  no  proceedings  had  been  had  under  it. 
He  recommended  provisions  for  an  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  he  advised  the  suppression  of  the  circula- 
tion of  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 


'iraS.]  OP  ifBw-Tomc.  '445 

jecty  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  oonvention  met  at 
Baltimore,  as  had  been  anticipated  ;  that  the  states  were 
generally  represented,  and  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  received 
the  vote  of  every  individual  ;  a  result  highly  creditable  to 
liim  and- gratifying  to  his  friends.  In  the  selection  of  a 
-candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  there  was  some  diversity 
<t»f  opinion.  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  had  eighty-seven 
TOtes,  but  Col.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  received  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  votes,  and  was  declared  duly  no- 
minated. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall  died  this  year,  and  soon  after- 
wards the  president  appointed  R.  B.  Taney,  the  late  at- 
torney general,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  the  assembly  for  constructing 
the  Black  River  canal,  and  passed  that  house  by  a  majo 
rity  of  twenty-one  votes,  but  it  was  indefinitely  postponed 
in  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  against  it  A  bill 
for  the  construction  of  the  Genesee  and  Olean  canal  ori- 
ginated in  the  senate,  but  it  shared  the  same  fate  as  the 
Black  River  canal,  by  about  the  same  vote.  But  not- 
withstanding these  cautious  movements  on  the  part  of  the 
senate,  that  same  body  of  men  concurred  with  the  assem- 
bly, during  this  session,  in  the  passage  of  a  law  involving 
the  state  in  a  vastly  greater  expenditure  of  money  than 
could  have  been  incurred  by  the  construction  of  the  Black 
river  and  Grenesee  valb^y  canals.  With  very  little  discus- 
sion, and  without  causing  the  subject  to  be  brought  before 
the  people  at  all  for  their  consideration,  they  passed  a  law 
with  the  modest  and  almost  unmeaning  title  of  *'An  act 
in  relation  to  the  Erie  canal,"  the  first  section  of  which 
was  in  the  following  words  :  ^'  The  canal  commissioners 
are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  enlarge  and  improve 
the  Erie  canal  and  construct  a  double  set  of  lift  locks 
therein,  as  soon  as  the  canal  board  may  be  of  o|Hnion  that 
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the  public  interest  requirei  such  improvemenL** — [8 
Lamiof  iaS6,p.  S14.] 

Under  the  authority  of  this  brief  lentence,  the  cud 
board  commenced  an  undertaking,  which  the  governor  ia 
his  next  annual  messago,  informed  the  le^slature  waM 
cost  twelve  millions  of  doUan,  but  which  it  is  now  awsr- 
tained  will  required  an  expenditure,  before  it  ia  compleled, 

of  from  TWENTY  to   TWENTY-FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLAIL 

It  is  true,  there  were  provisions  in  the  bill  which  reqnirad 
that  the  cost  of  this  great  work  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  belonging  to  the  Erie  and  ChampJain  canal  funds; 
and  that  no  very  great  advances  should  be  made  until  Ihs 
canal  debt  wsa  paid  off ;  that  only  the  income  arising  from 
those  canals  was  to  be  expended ;  and  that  oat  of  ifast 
should  be  reserved  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  stat^ 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  It 
was,  notwithstanding,  a  mortgage  of  the  principal  part  of 
the  tolls  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  for  an  indeS- 
nitR  period  of  time.  The  citizens  of  this  state,  who  wera 
in  life  from  the  year  1815  to  1816,  and  recollect  with 
what  painful  apprehension  and  extreme  reluctance  the 
people  consented  that  their  agents  should  render  thorn 
liable  to  pay  the  expense  ot  constnicting  the  Erie  ud 
Champlain  canals,  then  estimated  at  from  five  to  six  aU- 
lions  of  dollars,  could  not,  and  can  not,  but  be  astonished 
that  the  act  for  widening  the  canal,  involving  such  im- 
mense expenditures,  should  have  been  passed  by  a  lepi- 
lature  with  so  little  ceremony,  and  without  consulting 
their  constituents.  The  times  hod  changed,  and  men  had 
changed  with  them.  Neither  individual  fiabiiitiea  dot 
public  debts  were  dreaded  now  as  then.  But  the  passage 
of  this  law  proves  another  position,  which  I  have  SOOM 
where  laid  down,  to  wit :  the  great  influence  in  the  logi^ 
lation  of  the  state  of  New- York  possessed  by  the  rqWB- 
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sentation  from  the  valley  of  the  Erie  canal.  This  was  not 
a  party  measure. 

The  anticipation  of  the  annihilation  of  the  United  States 
bank,  which  was  entertained  by  all  after  the  veto  of  the 
president  of  the  bill  renewing  its  charter,  induced  the 
most  cautious  statesmen  to  believe  that  the  bank  capital  in 
the  several  states  might  be  safely  increased  ;  and  the  eager- 
ness for  possessing  bank  stock,  produced  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  after  the  veto,  and  at  every  suc- 
ceeding session,  numerous  and  pressing  applications  for 
bank  charters.  An  investment  in  bank  stock  was  exceed- 
ingly productive,  when  the  United  States  bank  was  in  full 
operation  and  the  governmental  deposits  were  made  in 
that  bank.  What  then  must  be  the  value  of  stock  when 
the  national  de()osits  were  transferred  to  the  state  banks; 
and  when  the  United  States  Bank  should  cease  to  exist  in 
those  states  where,  as  in  the  state  of  New- York,  a  mono- 
poly of  banking  was,  by  the  restraining  law,  secured  to 
chartered  banks  1 

The  dominant  party  in  the  legislature  perceived  this 
anxiety,  and  they  also  perceived  that  a  political  advan- 
tage might  be  derived  from  it.  To  effect  this  they  were 
careful  in  every  charter  which  they  granted  in  the  selec- 
tion of  commissioners  to  distribute  the  stock,  that  a  ma- 
jority of  them  should  belong  to  the  democratic  party. 
These  commissioners,  in  the  execution  of  their  trust, 
generally  distributed  a  large  majority  in  amount  of  the 
stock  among  their  political  friends.  Provisions  were 
made  by  the  legislature  which  ostensibly  secured,  or  were 
intended  to  secure  a  fair  distribution,  but  these  provisions 
could  be  evaded  with  great  facility,  and  in  point  of  fact 
generally  were  evaded. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  such  a  state  of  things  must  have 
produced  a  great  and  almost  irrisistable  pressure  for  the 
grant  of  new  bank  charters   on  the   legislature.      Tho 
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The  abuse  of  banking  privileges  and  other  chartered 
rightSy  and  the  influence  of  banks  and  other  incorporated 
moneyed  institutions  in  the  legislature  and  among  the 
people,  alarmed  a  portion  of  the  thinking  and  reflecting 
citizens  of  New-York,  and  many  of  them  became  opposed 
to  the  practice  of  granting,  by  legislative  enactment,  any 
exclusive  privileges  to  any  class  of  citizens.  These  feel- 
ings  and  views  called  into  existence  a  political  party  who, 
styled  themselves  the  equal  rights  party,  but  whom  their 
opponents  characterized  by  the  name  of  the  loco-focos. 
A  brief  account  of  the  rise,  progress  and  final  amalgama- 
tion of  this  party  with  the  democratic  party  of  the  state 
and  nation,  will  be  found  in  the  next  Chapter. 

At  this  period,  all  branches  of  business  indicated  a  state 
of  unexampled  national  prosperity.  American  credit  was 
high  in  every  commercial  country  in  the  world.  The  pro- 
ducts of  agriculture  commanded  an  exhorbitant  price;  the 
laborer  was  richly  rewarded  for  his  toil.  Liands,  both  un- 
coltivated  and  improved,  suddenly  rose  in  value,  and  mo- 
ney was  abundant.  The  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circu- 
lation was  increased  in  consequenC/C  of  the  liberal  loans 
made  to  merchants  snd  speculators  by  the  deposit  banks. 
In  this  state  of  things,  the  propensity  for  speculation  be- 
came general,  and  the  practice  was  soon  carried  to  an  un- 
precedented and  alarming  extent — an  extent  which,  in  its 
consequences,  seriously  embarrassed  the  industrious  part 
of  community,  and  resulted  in  the  ruin  of  thousands.  Not- 
withstanding the  immense  amount  of  bank  paper  in  circu- 
lation, loud  complaints  were  made  on  account  of  the  want 
of  greater  facilities  in  borrowing  money.  It  was  alleged 
that  more  banking  capital  was  required,  and  on  the  as- 
sumption that  such  was  the  fact,  numerous  applications  to 
the  legislature  for  bank  charters  were  announced.  Grov. 
Marcy,  with  a  view  to  exhibit  the  true  cause  of  a  supposed 

want  of  banking  capital,  and  to  warn  the  public  against 
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uidiilgiogipumooforwil(]andrecklenBpecBlilioiig,inlui 
annual  measage  to  the  Irgislature  in  1836,  remarked  tbat, 
"  There  can  be  no  miatake  bb  to  the  fact,  and  it  ahould  OM 
pass  unnoticed,  that  an  unrtgulattd  tpirit  of  MptaiitHm 
baa,  wilbia  the  last  year,  prevailed  to  an  unprecedented  e*- 
teLt.  Our  citizens,  who  have  been  influenced  by  tbia«ji^ 
rit,  have  not  confined  their  opetations  to  ohjecta  within  aw' 
own  Blate.  They  have  made  lai^e  invetitmenta  in  oUwr 
•ectioDB  of  the  uni<»i.  These  operations  have  required 
someihing  more  than  the  use  of  our  circulating  crediti. 
The  amount  of  capital  that  has  thus  been  transferred  froia 
this  state  to  others,  cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  degnK 
of  accuracy,  but  it  muat  be  very  great.  These  tranaw- 
tions,  large  as  they  have  been,  bear  no  compAriaion  to  tbt 
enormous  speculations  iii  stocks  and  in  real  property  int^ 
in  our  own  state. 

"  The  vacant  lands  in  and  about  several  of  our  dtia 
and  villages  have  risen,  in  many  instances,  Beveral  b*^ 
dred  per  cent,  and  large  quantiliea  of  (hem  have  been  wM 
■t  prices  wbich  seem  lo  me  to  have  been  produced  lann 
by  the  competition  of  speculation,  than  any  real  d^a^ 
resulting  from  the  increase  of  our  population  and  KtOBl 
prosperity.  That  the  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  then 
lands  ia  ascribed  to  the  true  cause,  is  evident  from  the  oo^ 
ceded  fact,  that  most  of  ibem  have  been  purchaaed,  sat 
for  the  purpose  of  being  occupied  by  the  bnyera,  but  V$ 
be  again  put  in  market  and  sold  at  still  higher  prices.  "S* 
estimate  can  be  made  of  the  amount  of  these  tnnaBCticMift; 
but  a  conjecture  may  be  formed  as  to  the  extent  af  thi 
sales,  from  the  fact  that  a  single  auctioneer  in  the  citj  af 
New-York  told  real  estate  during  the  year  ending  on  tht 
30th  September  last,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  twortf 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  character  of  tbeee  nlcn  ■ 
indicated  by  the  further  fact  that  about  eleven  milJiou  wl 
^hifl  property  wai  sold  on  a  hid  made  \>j  or  fer  the  swb- 


en.  It  18  proper  that  I  should  remark,  that  the  specula- 
tiona  in  real  property  in  this  state  have  not  been  confined 
to  citj  and  village  lots,  but  have  esttended  to  farms  and 
wild  lands. 

^^  I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  capital  has  been  devoted  to  these  speculations 
m  land  and  stocks.  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  allude 
to  these  transactions  with  a  view  to  lay  open  the  true 
causes  of  the  alleged  deficiency  of  capital  to  subserve  the 
purposes  of  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  other  pur- 
suits of  the  productive  classes  of  our  fellow  citiEens, 
deeming  it  very  important  that  these  causes  shoaM  be  well 
considered  before  you  attempt  to  apply  a  rem6<(y,  partie* 
ularly  such  a  remedy  as  is  asked  for — an  unexampled  €»> 
tension  of  our  credit  system. 

^^It  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  that  a  large  amount  of 
capital  has  been  sent  out  of  the  state  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  foreign  speculations*  This  is  undoubtedly  on6 
cause  of  the  want  of  suflScient  capital  to  transact  our  or- 
dinary business.  It  is  not  less  true,  I  apprehend,  that  the 
existing  banks  have,  to  some  extent  at  least,  lessened  their 
ability  to  accommodate  persons  employed  in  regular  busi- 
ness pursuits,  by  affording  assistance  to  those  who  are  em* 
barked  in  these  speculations.  This  is  another  cause  of 
the  present  want  of  banking  facilities.  But  the  main 
cause  of  this  want,  which  now  presses  so  severely  on  our 
fellow-citizens,  is  less  obvious^  but  not  the  less  entitled 
to  your  consideration.  The  passion  for  speculation  pre- 
vails to  an  extent  heretofore  unknown,  not  only  among 
capitalists,  but  among  merchants  and  traders.  The  funds 
of  these  capitalists  have  been  withdrawn  to  some  extent 
from  situations  in  which  they  afforded  accommodations  to 
business  men,  and  they  have  consequently  been  obliged  to 
press  upon  the  banks  to  iupply  this  deficiency  in  their 
ineans.     Merchants  and  others  hav^  abslracted  from  tbeii 
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It  affords  great  relief  to  the  patriotic  and  benevolent 
mind,  in  tracing  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
legislature  in  their  winter  session,  to  perceive  that  ihey 
did  not  become  so  deluded  by  the  airy  visions  and  specu- 
lating mania  of  the  day,  as  to  lose  sight  of  their  duty  to 
provide  the  means  for  diffusing  intelligence  among  the 
rising  generation,  and  of  impressing  upon  their  minds  vir- 
tuous and  patriotic  principles.  They  passed  an  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  library  in  every  school  district  in 
the  state.  The  plan  contemplated  by  the  act  has  been 
improve<l  by  subsequent  legislation,  so  that  the  system 
may  now  be  considered  as  in  a  great  degree  perfected.  Il 
has  not  existed  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  convince  all 
men  of  its  value;  nor  has  it  yet  ripened  so  as  to  produce 
those  rich  fruits,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  eventually  real- 
ized. It  carries  the  recorded  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
both  of  the  ancients  and  moderns,  into  every  neighborhood 
in  the  state;  and  by  it,  the  poorest  and  most  destitute 
child,  to  whom  God  has  given  the  faculty  to  perceive  the 
value  and  relish  the  pleasures  of  science,  finds  at  his  own 
door  a  mine,  containing  treasures  of  which  he  may  partake 
as  freely  as  of  the  air  he  breathes.  But  even  this  bill  met 
with  opposition  in  the  senate.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  add,  that  my  old  and  valued  friend,  Levi  Beardsley, 
supported  it  ably  and  zealously;  and  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  the  bill  would  have  been  rejected,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  influence  and  efforts  in  its  favor  of  Colonel 
Young  and  Mr.  Beardsley.* 

*  At  the  time  whca  thU  biU  was  before  the  eeietei  I  was  inronned  bf  Mr. 
Beardsley,  that  James  Wedsworthi  of  Oeneicoi  wet  in  Albany  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  its  fate.  Mr.  Beardsley  intimated  an  opinion  thnt  its  passage  was  in  n 
great  measure  owing  to  his  exertions  and  inflornce.  Mr.  Wadsworth  has  neveri 
to  mj  recollection!  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  nor  has  be 
scarcely  been  known  as  a  politician;  but  his  benevolent  efforts  fur  the  substan- 
tial good  of  community  h-itC)  by  means  of  his  unwearied  perseverancoi  hisMlenia 
and  great  wealth,  tinn  widely  extended  and  eminently  successful.  To  dilTase  n 
getttral  knowledge  of  the  nit  by  wbieh  human  life  is  sustained    the  art  or  i 
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From  the  Seventh  District,  John  Beardsley, 
^^  Eighth      do.,      Chauncey  J.  Fox. 

All  of  these  were  elected  on  the  regular  democratic 
ticket,  except  Mr.  Fox  of  the  eighth  district,  who  was  a 
whig. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  Jacob  Sutherland  resigv* 
cd  his  office  of  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  was  ap 
pointed  clerk  of  the  same  court,  to  occupy  the  office  locat* 
ed  by  law  at  Geneva.  That  office  had  been  made  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Judge  Williams.  The  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Sutherland,  was  supplied  by 
the  appointment  of  Esek  Cowen,  judge  of  the  fourth  dr- 
euit,  and  John  Willard,  then  first  judge  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  was  made  circuit  judge  in  lieu  of  Judge 
Cowen.  t 

The  legislature  met  on  the  6th  January,  1836,  and 
Charles  Humphrey  was  again  elected  speaker.  He  is  a 
man  of  talents,  and  was  an  excellent  presiding  officer. 

I  have  already  stated,  in  anticipation,  a  material  part  of 
the  governor's  message. 

Not  long  previous  to  this  time,  a  number  of  benevolent 

men  from  this  and  several  other  states  met  at  Philadelphia, 

and  formed  an  association,  the  avowed  object  of  which 

was  to  convince,  by   reason   and  argument,  and   other 

peaceable  means,  the  people  of  the  slave-holding  states^ 

that  negro  slavery  was  a  political  and  moral  evil,  and  ought 

to  be  abolished.    They  also  agreed  to  use  their  influence  for 

effecting  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 

of  Columbia.     To  effect  their  object,  they  recommended 

the  organisation  of  auxiliary  societies  in  every  part  of  the 

United  States,  and  employed  and  paid  men  to  travel  from 

one  section  of  the  country  to  another,  to  deliver  lectures, 

and  to  endeavor  to  excite  public  attention  to  a  question, 

in  which  they  believed  personal  liberty  and  human  rights 

were   deeply  concerned.     Many  of  the   gentlemen  who 

f  See  Not*  J. 
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On  the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  the  governor 
ftated  that  the  general  fund  was  entirely  exhausted;  that 
the  Chenango  canal  would  cost,  instead  of  one  million,  as 
had  been  represented,  about  two  millions  of  dollars;  that 
the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal  would  cost  at  least 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  he  protested  against 
pledging  the  state  for  any  further  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, unless  the-  legislature  would  provide  some 
■pecific  means  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  money 
which  would  be  required  to  be  borrowed.  In  the  face  of 
these  facts,  and  this  solemn  warning,  the  legislature  passed 
laws  during  this  session  for  loaning  to  the  New- York  and  ^ 
Erie  railroad  company  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for^ 
constructing  the  Black  River  and  Genesee  Valley  canals. 
To  these  measures  the  majority  in  the  legislature  were 
goaded  on  by  the  whig  newspapers  and  politicians,  who 
charged  them  with  being  governed  by  narrow  views  and  a 
secret  hostility  to  all  internal  improvements.  Against  the 
assumption  of  these  tremendous  liabilities  Col.  Young, 
Mr.  D.  Spraker  and  a  few  other  senators  raised  their  voi- 
ces and  some  feeble  efforts  were  made  in  the  assembly  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  these  measures,  but  their  exertions 
were  wholly  'neffectual. 

It  is  due  to  Col.  Young  to  say,  that  from  the  time  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  senate,  in  1835,  until  the  termination 
of  his  legislative  services,  he  pursued  one  steady  and 
uniform  course  in  respect  to  all  questions  in  relation  to 
expenditures  by  the  state  for  newly  projected  improve- 
ments. He  uniformly  opposed  all  such  expenditures. 
Col.  Young,  in  his  whole  political  career,  nas  never  tem- 
porized. He,  on  this  subject  as  well  as  on  all  others  upon 
which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  act,  avowed  his  opinions 
openly,  and  supported  them  zealously  and  ably.  When 
he  was  elected  a  senator,  in  1834,  and  for  several  years 
subsequent  to  that  period,  the  public  mmc  bad  become 
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faBCiDBted  wilh  Ibe  benefits  which  it  was  luppoMd  mii^t 
be  derived  from  caDsU  and  lailroadi,  the  moat  extnnipat 
notions  were  entertwied  of  the  means  of  the  state  to  dis* 
charge  the  pecuniary  liabilities  it  might  ftssume,  and  Um 
anticipalioDs  of  the  amount  of  income  which  might  be  nt< 
alized  from  proposed  canals  and  railroads,  was  quite  uimfc 
if  not  visionary.  If  men  did  not  openly  contend  that  **% 
public  debt  was  a  public  blessing,"  they  seemed  at  least  t<( 
believe  that  an  increaseof  expenditures  for  the  purpowtoC 
internal  improvements,  would,  as  a  matter  of  coune,  'wr; 
crease  the  wealth  of  the  state.  The  same  viewapreraUaA 
imong  a  large  majority  of  .the  members  of  the  legialatnn. 
.'ndisroayed  by  this  formidable  array  against  fain,  Vb, 
Young  took  his  position  and  maintained  it  with  greatabUi^ 
ty  and  iadom liable  firmness. 

During  this  year  another  vacancy  occurred  on  the  beach 
of  the  supreme  court.  Chief  Justice  Savage  resigned  hit 
office.  He  WHS  a  man  of  great  industry,  sound  mind  and 
stern  integrity.  Judge  Sutherland,  it  will  be  remen- 
bered,  had  resigned  but  a  short  time  before,  and  had  ben 
appointeil  one  of  the  clerics  of  the  supreme  court,  ^a 
cause  of  his  resignation  was  that  he  had  a  large  family,  and 
the  salary  of  a  judge  was  inadequate  to  defray  his  expw 
ses.  Such  however  was  not  the  cause  of  the  resignation  of 
Judge  Savage.  His  amiable  and  excellent  wife  was  thcs 
lingering  wiih  a  fatal  disease,  and  he  could  not  refrain  frc^ 
giving  up  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  benevaleat 
object  of  alleviating  her  sufferings  at  the  closing  period  of 
her  life.  It  was  said  and  generally  believed  (hat  he  «Imi 
resigned  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  appotatrntnt  of 
clerk,  hut  I  have  been  furnished  wilh  evidence  the  motH 
indubitable  that  no  such  arrangement  was  in  contvmpl^ 
tion  at  the  time  of  his  resignation.    \SeeJVote  G.\ 

The  vacancy  produced  by  the  resignation  of  Judgp 
Savage  was  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Greene  G, 
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Bronson,  and  Judge  Nelson  was  appointed  chief  justice, 
an  office  which  he  now  holds.  * 

A  law  was  passed  during  this  sessioui  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  canal  commissioneri  and 
William  Baker,  formerly  speaker  of  the  assembly,  was 
appointed  to  that  office. 

Not  long  before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature, 
Mr.  Kemble  from  the  third,  and  Mr.  Bishop  from  the 
fourth  district,  were  charged  before  the  senate  with  im- 
moral and  fraudulent  speculations  in  stocks,  and  with  fape- 
ing  concerned  with  one  Bartow,  a  cashier  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  at  Albany,  who  had  purloined  a  considerable 
■mount  of  the  funds  of  that  institution  and  absconded.  It 
was  also  alleged  that  while  an  act  for  extending  the  time 
for  completing  the  New-York  and  Harism  railroad  was 
pending  before  the  senate,  Kemble  agreed  wilh  Bishop  to 
delay  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  with  a  view  in  the  mean 
time  to  purchase  stock  in  the  concern  at  a  reduced  price  ; 
that  Bishop  did  so;  that  Kemble  did  purchase  some  of  the 
stock,  and  that  then  he  and  Bishop  both  voted  for  the 
bill.  Kemble  was  also  charged  with  proposing  to  Mr. 
Benedict,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Commercial  Bank, 
which  had  applied  to  the  legislature  for  the  privilege  of 
increasing  its  capital,  that  he  would  support  the  applica- 
tion, and  guarantee  its  success,  if  the  directors  of  the  bank 
would  contradict  the  report  that  he  was  concerned  with 
Bartow  in  abstracting  the  funds  of  that  institution.  It 
would  occupy  too  much  space  to  present  even  a  sketch  of 
the  testimony  given  in  support  of  these  charges.  It  must 
suffice  to  say,  that  the  accused  were  heard  by  their  counsel 
at  the  bar  of  the  senate,  one  of  whom  was  Henry  B, 
Storrs,  one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most,  eloquent  advo- 
cates in  the  state ;  that  one  ground  taken  by  the  counsel 
was  that  the  senate,  as  a  smatSj  could  not  sit  in  judgment 

upon  the  moral  or  official  conduct  of  a  member,  and  that 

*  8m  Not*  J. 
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it  could  only  try  the  accused  on  articles  of  impeachmcnv 
found  and  prosecuted  by  the  assembly,  in  which  case  * 
court  for  the  trial  of  impeachment  would  be  formed,  con- 
sisting of  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 
Oen.  Maison,  an  excellent  lawyer  of  Dutchess  county,  and 
eight  others  were  of  this  opinion,  but  eighteivn  senator! 
wpre  opposed  to  them.  Mr.  Eemble  finally  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  senate  before  any  question  was  taken. 

A  resolution  was  moved  that  Isaac  W.  Bishop  had  been 
guilty  of  moral  and  official  misconduct,  and  carried  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-one  to  seven  ;  but  several  of  the  senaton 
who  voted  for  this  resolution  believed  that  there  were  dif- 
ferent grades  of  olScnces,  of  which  the  senate  might  take 
cognizance,  if  committed  by  their  fellow  members,  some 
of  which  offences  ought  to  be  punished  by  a  reprimand| 
and  others  by  expulsion  ;  and  they  did  not  consider  the 
malconduct  proved  against  Bishop  of  so  flagrant  a  char 
acter  as  to  merit  expulsion  ;  and  these,  together  wit| 
those  who  believed,  with  Gen.  Maison,  that  the  senate 
could  not  sit  in  judgment  on  a  fellow  member,  except  as  a 
component  part  of  a  court  for  the  trial  of  iropeachmentSj 
constituted  a  majority  of  the  senate,  so  that  when  the 
question  was  taken  to  expel  Mr.  Bishop,  there  were  mr 
teen  against,  and  but  twelve  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
Mr.  Bishop  shortly  after  resigned  his  seat,  and  the  next 
morning  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Van  Schaick  also  resigned, 
alleging  that  they  could  not  consent  to  remain  membera 
of  a  body,  a  majority  of  whom  had  determined  that  thej 
would  recognize  as  fellow  members  men  whom,  by  their 
votes,  they  had  declared  to  be  guilty  of  moral  and  official 
misconduct. 

James  Madison,  the  able  constitutional  lawyer,  and  pro- 
found and  patriotic  American  statesman,  died  on  the  30th 
of  June  on  his  patrimonial  estate  in  Vire^inia. 
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The  whigs  do  not  seem  to  have  entertaiaed  much  hope 
of  nuccess  at  the  approaching  election,  for  instead  of  se- 
lecting one  of  their  strong  men  from  the  west  as  their 
candidate  for  governor,  they  nominated  Jesse  Buel  of  Al- 
bany, the  former  editor  of  the  Albany  Argus,  for  gov- 
ernor ;  and  Gamaliel  H.  Barstow  of  Tioga,  to  whom  the 
attention  of  the  reader  has  been  frequently  called  as  an 
active  member  of  the  legislature,  and  in  1825  as  state 
treasurer,  for  lieutenant  governor.  Neither  of  these  gen- 
tlemen were  anti-masons.  This  measure  was  probably  the 
more  readily  concurred  in  by  the  leading  anti-masons,  as 
they  had  little  hope  of  success,  and  as  it  would  accustom 
their  rank  and  file  men  to  vote  purely  on  political  grounds 
for  candidates  for  office.* 

Mr.  Buel  was  a  very  worthy  citizen,  and  for  several 
years  had  conducted  with  great  ability  and  success  an 
agricultural  periodical  paper  which  was  published  in  Al- 
bany. He  had,  by  his  industry  and  economy,  accumulat- 
ed a  handsome  property,  and  lived  much  at  his  ease,  but 
for  several  years  after  he  gave  up  the  state  printing,  he 
manifested  a  desire  for  political  employment,  and  was 
apoken  of  by  his  friends,  on  several  occasions,  as  a  candi- 
date lor  some  of  the  state  offices.  His  claims,  however, 
were  from  time  to  time  postponed,  and  either  from  disgust 
at  repeated  disappointments,  or  from  dissatisfaction  with 
the  measures  of  the  democratic  party,  or  more  probably 
from  both  causes,  he  connected  himself  with  the  whig  party. 

The  democratic  state  convention  met  at  Herkimer  on 
the  14th  of  September,  and  with  great  unanimity  nominat- 
efl,  for  re-election,  Marcy  and  Tracy.  They  also  nomi- 
nated a  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket.     The   two   electors, 

*  There  were  two  whig  candidatet  for  the  pretidencji  Gen.  Harrlton  oT  Ohio 
and  Judge  White  of  Tennetsee.  Judge  White  wa»  the  favorite  eandidaie  of  the 
•oatbem  whigs,  but  Oea.  Harrison  was  preferred  bj  the  whigs  of  the  easterai 
middle  and  non-tlnveholding  western  stales.  The  whig  conremion  in  New-Toik 
Iflaafawted  a  Hurri«oo  eleirtoral  ticket. 
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denominated  state  electors,  were  Mr.  Lawrence  of 
York,  and  Mr.  McCall  of  Allegany  county. 

The  election  resulted  in  the  entire  success  of  the 
cratic  party.  The  Van  Buren  electoral  ticket  obtained  « 
majority  over  that  for  Gen.  Harrison  of  about  twenty- 
nine  thousand.  Governor  Marcy's  majority  over  Mr. 
Buel  was  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  aerentj* 
four. 

There  were  elected  to  the  assembly  ninety-four 
crats  and  thirty-four  whigs.     In  the  senate: 

From  the  First  District,  Frederick  A.  Tallmadge^ 
Second   do.,    Henry  H.  Van  Dyeky 


a 


li 

Third 

do.. 

Noadiah  Johnson^ 

ii 

Fourth 

do.. 

Samuel  Young, 

u 

Fifth 

do.. 

David  Wager, 

(i 

Sixth 

do.. 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson^ 

ii 

Seventh  do.. 

Samuel  L.  Edwards, 

u 

Eighth 

do.. 

Samuel  Works. 

Some  symptoms  ot  a  division  in  the  demociatic  partji 
in  relation  to  banks  and  banking,  was  exhibited  in  several 
parts  of  the  state.  At  Utica,  a  paper  called  the  Utica 
Democrat  had  been  established,  which  took  strong  ground 
against  the  monopoly  of  banking,  and  indeed  seemed  ra- 
ther to  denounce  the  whole  paper  currency  system.  It 
denounced  the  ^^  Oneida  Observer,"  an  old  and  leading 
democratic  paper  in  the  city  of  Utica,  then  conducted  by 
Jas.  Watson  Williams,  Esq.,  a  young  man  of  fine  talenia 
and  son  of  the  late  Judge  Williams,  and  with  it  Mr. 
IfSTager,  who  was  the  regular  democratic  candidate  for  the 
senate  from  the  fifth  district.  The  Utica  Democrat  vran 
sail!  to  be  under  the  control  and  management  of  Mr. 
Floyd,  the  present  member  of  congress  from  the  county 
of  Oneida. 

Mr.  Wager,  it  was  said,  was  largely  interested  in  banki; 
and  in  principle  and  feeling  devoted  to  their  interest.     Ip 
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eonsequence  of  these  allegations,  although  the  legitimate 
democratic  majority  was  large  in  the  district,  he  came  very 
«ear  losing  his  election.  In  some  places  he  received 
very  few  votes,  and  in  one  of  the  largest  and  most  demo- 
cratic towns  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  only  three  votes 
were  cast  for  him.  But  the  most  unexpected  result  hap- 
pened in  the  city  of  New- York.  In  that  city  the  loco- 
focos  and  whigs,  in  relation  to  most  of  the  city  candi 
dates,  voted  the  same  ticket,  and  such  candidates  were 
elected.  A  more  particular  account  of  the  proceedings  in 
New- York  will  be  found  in  the  next  chapter. 

The  state  of  South  Carolina,  still  wandering  in  the 
mazes  of  nullification,  declined  voting  for  president,  as 
neither  of  the  three  presidential  candidates  would  acknow- 
ledge themselves  believers  in  the  peculiar  doctrines  put 
forth  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  organ,  if  not  the  leader,  of  that 
state.  There  were,  therefore,  but  two  hundred  and  eighty 
votes  given  for  president,  and  of  these  Mr.  Van  Buren 
received  more  than  forty  majority  over  the  whole  number 
of  votes  given  for  Gen.  Harrison  and  Judge  White. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  year,  Mr.  Hubbell  resigned 
the  office  of  adjutant  general,  and  retired  to  the  village  of 
Ithaca,  in  the  county  of  Tompkins,  where  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law.  He  afterwards  joined  the  whigs,  and  be- 
came an  active  and  influential  member  of  that  party. 
Whether  he  had  changed  his  political  sentiments  before 
be  resigned,  I  am  not  advised.  The  governor  appointed 
Allen  McDonald,  a  senator  from  Westchester  county,  his 
successor. 

The  appointment  of  Greene  C.  Bronson  to  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  left  vacant  the  office  of  attor- 
ney general,  and  ISamuel  Beardsley,  then  a  distinguished 
member  of  congress,  was  appointed  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

The  legislature  convened  at  the  usual  time  in  January, 
1837,  and  the  county  of  Tompkins  not  having  returned 
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3.  They  held  it  improper  for  the  president,  by  such  Vi 
tolemn  public  semi-official  declaration^  to  commit  himself 
against  all  conTictions  of  bis  mind  and  conscience  or  a 
great  moral  and  political  question,  in  wkieh  the  rights  of 
kumunity  were  so  deeply  concerned. 

Never  did  a  political  party,  whose  ascendency  depended 
on  the  voice  of  a  free  and  intelligent  people,  seem  more 
firmly  and  permanently  established,  then  the  democratic 
party  in  the  state  of  New-York,  in  the  winter  of  1837. 

In  the  executive  chair  of  the  nation  their  former  leadei 
and  favorite  son  was  fixed,  at  least  for  foar  ye»rs  to  come, 
their  governor,  a  man  confessed  by  his  opponents  to  po#- 
0PSS  talents  which  eminently  qualified  him  for  his  station, 
and  a  most  spotless  private  character,  had  been  re-e!eeted 
by  the  unprecctlented  majority  of  twenty-nine  thousand) 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  state  government,  nearly  two 
to  one  of  the  members  were  democrats,  and  in  the  senate, 
the  more  permanent  body,  they  held  a  majority  of  more 
than  five  to  one.  In  every  town  ami  county  in  the  tt«t^ 
ttie  democratic  party  was  perfect  in  its  organisation  and 
discipline,  and  at  that  time  the  moneyed  interest  in  the 
state  was  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  sustaining  both  the 
state  and  national  administration.  Who  would  have  an- 
ticipated its  overthrow  in  less  than  nine  short  months,  and 
its  utter  prostration  (politically)  in  less  than  two  years) 

Early  in  the  spring,  indications  were  perceived  of  a 
money  pressure  of  unexampled  severity,  not  produced 
as  that  of  1834  had  been,  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
(for  that  institution  was  now  so  embarrassed  as  to  be 
powerless,)  but  other  and  more  formidable  causes.  The 
great  majority  of  the  people,  especially  that  portion  of 
them  called  country  people,  had  so  recently  been  con- 
vinced that  the  failures  which  occurred  in  1834,  and  the 
panic  which  succeeded  them,  had  been  designedly  pro- 
duced by  the  United  States  Bank,  by  the  sudden  curtait 
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tban  forty  millions  of  dollars.  This  surplus,  congresS|  by 
law,  against  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  ani  his  confi- 
dential friends,  (foreseeing,  as  they  probably  did,  the  em- 
barrassments which  would  result  from  the  proposed  mea* 
sure,)  ordered  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  stateS| 
in  a  ratio  proportioned  to  the  number  of  presidential  elec- 
'tors  to  which  each  state  was  entitled.  The  banks  had 
supposed,  that  inasmuch  as  no  national  debt  then  existed^ 
the  surplus  monoy  would  remain  in  deposit  with  them 
until  the  exigencies  of  the  government  should  require  its 
expenditure;  and  had,  therefore,  treated  this  immense 
amount  of  money  as  so  much  capital  on  which  they  could 
make  loans  to  their  customers,  and  had,  undoubtedly, 
made  large  loans,  relying  upon  these  funds  of  the  govern- 
ment as  means  of  redeeming  their  own  notes. 

The  order  issued  from  the  treasury  department  in  pur- 
suance of  this  law,  for  the  distribution  of  these  funds 
among  the  several  states,  was  to  the  banks  extremely  em- 
barrassing, and  they  complained  that  the  mode  of  distribu- 
lion  adopted  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Woodbury,  was  unwise 
and  unnecessarily  oppressive.  These  were  the  principal 
alleged  causes  of  the  pressure.  But  I  apprehend  a  still 
more  efficient  cause  was  this  : 

Immense  importations  of  goods  had  been  made  from 
Europe;  and  to  pay  for  these  gooils,  drafts  had  been  macte 
on  several  large  American  houses  in  England  by  the  Amer- 
ican merchants.  The  Bank  of  England  became  alarmed, 
curtailed  generally  its  discounts,  and  threatened,  and  I  be- 
lieve for  a  time  wholly  refused,  to  discount  tor  the  Amen- 
can  houses.  Hence  bills  drawn  by  American  merchants 
on  those  houses  were  protested  for  non-payment  or  non- 
acceptance  ;  and  the  return  of  those  bills  to  this  country 
produced  a  demand  on  the  banks  for  specie  to  be  shipped 
to  Europe.  Probably  this  cause,  more  than  any  other| 
produced  the  embarrassment  and  ultimate  suspension  oi 
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payinent  by  the  banks  of  New-York.  It  U,  boweTST}  witk 
diffidence  I  make  thii  statement ;  forbctiig  neither  a  mcf- 
cbant  nor  a  banker,  nor  even  a  citben  of  a  commercui 
nty,  I  may  well  doubt  the  correetness  of  ay  own  jtKlg- 
ment,  and  eren  the  accuncy  of  the  facta  upon  which  It  ift 
founded. 

Hiis  accumulation  of  difficulties  could  not  be  witbgtoed 
by  the  banks.  A  day  or  two  before  the  period  Smd  fqr 
the  adjournment  of  the  le^lature,  the  news  reached  Al- 
bany that  the  New-York  banka  bad  suspended  specie  paf- 
ment,  and  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  almost  sinultann- 
ously  every  bank  in  the  United  States  hail  also  suspended. 

One  excellent  provision  contained  in  the  safety  fund 
law,  is  that  in  case  any  bank  shall  refuse  to  psy  its  nDlsa 
on  dematui,  in  current  coin,  the  chancellor  shall  order  its 
effects  to  be  deltverrd  over  to  a  ret^civt-r,  and  shall  issue 
bis  injunclton,  forbidding  it  to  issue  noies,  &c,,HudevenU 
ually  such  a  refusal  works  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter.  Un- 
less, therefore,  the  operation  of  this  law  should  be  ant- 
pended  by  the  fiat  of  the  legislature,  every  bank  in  thn 
state  must  have  ceased  discounting,  and  eventually  hav* 
been  annihilated.  The  Icgislaturej  therefore,  withnntitt 
moment's  delay,  passed  a  law  suspending  any  action  m^ 
der  Ibis  pari  of  the  safety  fund  act  for  one  year 

This  hill  passed  the  senate  with  only  two  disLejlin^ 
Yoices,  Col.  Young  and  Mr.  Willes;  in  the  assembly  by 
the  strong  rote  of  ninety-five  to  nineteen. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  law,  Mr.  Tncy 
brought  in  a  h'..,  enacting  that  the  "act  to  prohibi!  tht 
cinrulaiton  of  small  bills,  passed  March  3l,  1835,"  of 
which  I  have  heretofore  spoken,  be  suspended  for  one 
year.  Action  upon  this  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Loomia 
and  Col.  Young,  who,  by  that  means,  defeated  its  paasage 
by  a  vote  of  fifteen  to  thirteen.  I  observe  that  Mr. 
Retirdsley,  Gen.  Maison,  Mr.  Sterling  and  Mr.  Liviagatoai 
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f9tfd  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tracy's  bill  ^  and  it  is  remarkable  thai 
a  ijnajofity  against  it  could  have  been  obtained.  It  was 
probably  the  refusal  to  pass  this  bill,  more  than  any  other 
f^use,  which  carried  the  multitude  against  the  democratic 
party  at  the  then  ensuing  election.  We  shall  see  the  in- 
conveniences and  sacrifices  which  this  imprudent  act  of 
the  majority  produced.  Some  apology,  however,  is  to  be 
found  for  them  in  the  circumstance,  that  the  news  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  came  upon  them  suddenly, 
and  took  them  by  surprise,  at  the  very  moment  when  they 
were  about  to  adjourn  without  day;  and  very  little  time 
was  allowed  them  for  consideration  and  reflection. 

The  corporation  election  in  New-York,  which  took 
place  during  the  last  days  of  the  session,  exhibited  a  state 
of  feeling  in  that  city,  which  must  have  been  alarming  to 
^e  representatives  of  the  democratic  party. 

Aaron  Clark,  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  for  seve- 
lal  years  clerk  of  the  assembly,  was  the  whig  candidate 
for  mayor,  and  was  elected  over  Mr.  Morgan,  a  man  ol 
great  respectability,  by  a  majority  of  three  thousand  votes; 
and  the  whig  majority  in  both  branches  of  the  common 
council  was  very  large.  Mr.  Jaques,  the  loco-foco  candi 
date  for  mayor,  received  about  four  thousand  votes.  The 
whigs  also  succeeded  in  the  election  of  the  city  officers  for 
Albany. 

Before,  and  especially  after  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment  by  the  banks,  the  Washington  Globe,  a  newspa- 
per which  was  considered  as  the  organ  of  the  national  ad- 
ministration, and  the  Evening  Post,  a  leading  democratic 
paper  in  the  city  of  New- York,  animadverted  with  great 
severity  on  the  conduct  of  the  banks;  and  some  of  the 
articles  in  the  Globe  were  calculated  to  produce  suspicion 
in  the  public  mind  of  the  soundness  and  solvency  of  the  > 

banks  in  general.  This  induced  some  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Boren  to  suspect  that  he  had  in  view,  so  far  a^ 
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considering  the  message,  it  may  be  proper  to  glance  at  th« 
legal  condition  in  which  the  suspension  of  specie  pay 
ments  by  the  banks  had  placed  the  executive  government 
of  the  United  States. 

By  the  law  passed  by  congress,  I  believe  in  1836,  re 
l^lating  deposits  by  the  treasury  and  the  receiving  officers 
of  the  government,  among  other  restrictions  they  were  re- 
quired not  to  deposit  the  national  funds  in  any  bank  which 
did  not,  on  demand,  redeem  its  notes  in  specie,  and  by  an- 
other law  or  resolution  of  congress,  passed  in  1816,  the 
United  States'  officers  were  prohibited  from  receiving  or 
paying  out  any  bank  notes  not  convertible,  at  the  place 
where  they  were  received,  on  demand,  at  the  will  of  the 
holder,  into  current  coin.  In  the  month  of  May,  when 
the  president  issued  his  proclamation,  every  dollar  of  the 
funds  of  the  government  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
bunks,  and  all  the  banks  refused  to  pay  out  any  specie^ 
even  to  those  (including  the  government)  for  whom  they 
held  deposits.  In  this  condition  of  affairs,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  (be  government  to  move  an  inch  without  a  palpa- 
ble violation  of  law.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  imme 
diate  action  of  congress,  and  hence  the  absolute  necessity 
of  the  call  of  an  extra  session. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,from  his  first  entrance  upon  public  life, 
until  the  period  about  which  I  am  now  writing,  when  he 
had  reached  the  pinnacle  of  power,  had  been  constantly 
charged  with  the  disposition  to  avoid  responsibility,  with 
timidity  and  irresolution,  with  respect  to  means,  and  with 
being  governed  by  a  trimming  and  electioneering  policy. 
Even  his  best  friends  were  apprehensive  that  he  was  over 
cautious  and  lacked  that  moral  or  political  courage  neces- 
%ury  for  the  executive  head  of  a  great  nation,  in  order  to 
meet  those  exigences  which  might  require  bold  and  de- 
fiisive  action.  I  think  I  shall  not  be  charged  with  undue 
partiality  if  I  assert  that,  from  the  moment  he  became  u 
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diicharge  the  dutiet  or  fiscal  agenta,  what,  then,  wai  Id  be 
iomi  ■ 

In  obedieaoe  to  the  behest  of  the  constitution,  he  recom* 
1  that  the  treasury  of  the  people  should  be  keUfby 
I  of  the  people,  and  that  there  should  be  an  en- 
tirt  and  total  Beparalion  of  the  buMnen  and  property  of 
t^  HOTernment  from  the  buaioesa  and  concerns  of  the 
banks.  The  remarks  of  the  preiUlent  in  this  message  were 
strictly  confined  to  the  objects  for  which  congress  had  been 
convened.  It  contained  nothing  declamatory,  nothing 
daauUory,  and  is,  whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the 
soundness  of  the  positions  it  assumes,  in  my  judgment  one 
of  the  most  perfect  specimens  of  executive  communtcft- 
tUwa  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government  which  can 
be  foutiil  ID  print. 

The  message  and  the  scheme  recommended  by  the  pres- 
ident were  represented  by  the  whigs  as  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  banks,  and  what  was  called  the  credit  sjitem. 
They  insisted  that  if  the  president's  views  were  carried 
out,  the  prostration  and  destruction  of  all  banks  would  be 
isavilable,  and  that  finally  a  metalic  currency  would  alone 
oonstilute  the  circulating  medium,  which  would  be  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  a  commercial  community 
like  that  of  the  state  of  New- York.  Another  ruinous 
consequence  which  they  predicted,  and  indeed  which  must 
AMve  resulted,  assuming  that  the  banks  were  to  be  ile- 
str0)'ed>  was  a  reduction  of  prices  fatal  and  ruinous  lo  (he 
debtor.  The  message  was  very  unfavorably  received  by 
tbe  political  friends  of  the  president  in  this  and  the  other 
state*  who  were  interested  in  banks.  His  scheme,  if  cai 
riod  into  eSeet,  wouU  greatly  reduce  the  profita,  I  may 
Bay  the  anormoua  profits  of  banking,  and  they  considerod - 
the  message  confirmatory  of  their  suspicions  that  the  edi 
toiial  oouno  of  the  Globe  had  been  uken  in  acoordancr 
with  the  prineipleB  of  the  preiidenL 
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A  nnal)  poitioa  of  the  members  of  the  houw  of  rqn*-' 
senutives,  >nd  Mr.  Riv^  of  Vir^nia,  and  Mr.  TaJlmailp 
of  this  state,  of  the  senate,  alleging  that  they  wished  to 
pres^lEvc  the  banks  and  the  credit  system,  (nod  hence  th^- 
assumed  the  name  of  conservatives,)  indicated  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  independent  treasury  scheme.  Oo  the  other- 
hand,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  consequence  of  the  doctrinn  [ml 
forth  in  his  message,  gained  the  powerful  support  io  tlw 
senate  of  Mr.  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina. 

The  conservatives  in  the  house  of  representatiTee,  of 
whom  Mr.  John  C.  Clark  from  Chenango,  was  one  of  tfat ' 
nrtost  active,  opposed  the  re-appointment  of  the  printer!  of  > 
the  Globe  (Miissrs.  Blair  &.  Rives)  as  printers  for  thai' 
house.  Several  ballotings  took  )iiace,  and  at  the  Giat  tba 
whigs  supported  Messrs.  Gales  &  Scaton  ;  but  after  soms- 
dozen  trials  they  came  over  to  the  conservatives,  and 
Thomas  Allen,  editor  of  the  Madisonian,  a  conservativa 
newspaper,  was  elected. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  the  house  of  representatively  mi 
conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  the  president,  bot- 
after  much  desultory  and  sometimes  excited  debate,  it  in> 
laid  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John  C  Clarii,  bf 
the  combined  vote  of  the  whigs  and  conservativea,  wh*- 
together  constituted  a  small  majority.  This  waa  a  taM 
vote  and  the  result  proved  the  determination  of  that  booas 
not  to  pass  the  bill  at  any  rate,  during  that  sesaios.  Cob- 
gresa  therefore  adjourned  without  doing  any  thing  for  iha 
relief  of  the  country,  except  authorizing  the  executiva 
government  to  issue  and  circulate  a  certaiD  amoaat  of 
treasury  notes. 

The  banks  in  the  state  of  New- York  condocted  t 
business,  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  i 
great  prudence  and  discretion.  They  pursued,  with  s 
dy  perseverance,  a  course  to  curtail  their  circulation 
diminish   their  liabilities,  and  at  the  same  time  io  giV' 
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dually  as  to  produce  very  little  inconvenience  to  those 
of  their  debtors  who  were  solvent  and  had  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  ultimately  paying  their  debts.     But  great  and 
universal  trouble  and  embarrassment  was  felt  for  the  want 
of  bills  less  than  five  dollars.     The  banks  would  not  pay 
iWit  specie  to  their  customers  for  change.    In  fact  if  they 
had  been  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  have  been  of  little 
use,  for  when  silver  and  gold  was  ten  or  twelve  per  cent, 
above  paper,  it  would  be  hoarded  or  sold.    It  was  there- 
fore  impossible  that  it  could  circulate,  in  this  state  of 
things,  among  the  mass  of  business  men,  and  especially 
;  among  the  poor,  who  receive  and  pay  out  money  in  small 
sums.     It  was  highly  penal  by  law  to  issue  or  circulate 
bills  for  the  payment  of  money,  as  money,  of  a  denomi- 
PBtion  less  than  five  dollars,  and  the  law  was  equally  severe 
•gainst  offering  or  receiving  in  payment,  bank  notes  for  a 
•nm  less  than  five  dollars,  issued  by  the  banks  chartered 
by  the  neighboring  states.     But  notwithstanding  a  heavy 
penalty  for  a  violation  of  this  statute,  necessity,  which 
knows  no  law,  forced  into  circulation  an  immense  amount, 
it  was  said  two  millions  of  foreign  small  bills.     Besides 
the  risk  incurred  in  paying  or  receiving  these  bills,  great 
difficulties  were  experienced  in  discriminating  between  the 
genuine  and  the  spurious  bills,  and  between  those  issued 
by  solvent  and  those  put  in  circulation  by  insolvent  banks, 
and  great  losses  in  the  aggregate  were  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  those  difficulties.    These  losses  more  generally 
fell  upon  the  poorer  and  most  numerous  class  in  commu- 
nity.  So  great  was  the  inconvenience  felt,  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  issue 
small  bills,  that  the  citizens  of  Broome  county,  most  of 
whom  represented  themselves,  and  no  doubt  were,  politic, 
cal  friends  of  the  governor,  petitioned  him  in  form  to  call 
an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  authorizing  the  banks  to  issue  small  notes.     The  gover- 
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themselves  were  opposing  the  same  administration  in  con- 
iequenee  of  its  supposed  hostility  to  them. 

The  mass  of  opposition  which  had  been  accumulating 
tiftntn  the  time  the  severity  of  the  money  pressure  was  felt, 
h  March,  burst  like  a  torrent  at  the  November  election. 
Il  vnm  a  perfect  tornado,  which  swept  through  nearly  every 
Munty  in  the  state.  The  triumph  of  the  whigs  was  com- 
plete. Out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members  of 
MBembly,  the  whigs  elected  one  hundred  and  one,  and  they 
IMurried  six  of  tne  eight  senatorial  districts. 

The  names  of  the  gentlemen  elecled,  were  * 
Prom  the  First  District,  Gulian  C.  Verplanck, 
"        Second  do.,     Henry  A.  Livingston, 


"  Third  do, 
"  Fourth  do. 
"  Fifth  do. 
"  Sixth  do. 
"  Seventh  do. 
Eighth   do. 


(I 


Edward  P.  Livingston, 
Martin  Lee, 
Avery  Skinner, 
Laurens  Hull, 
John  Maynard, 
William  A.  Moseley. 


Mr.  E.  P.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Skinner  were  the  only 
oeraocrats  chosen;  and  Mr.  Livingston's  majority  was  very 
imall. 

It  was  a  circumstance  fortunate  for  the  whig  party,  that 
the  tri-annual  election  for  sheriffs  and  clerks  took  place 
thi«  year.  Every  one  knows  the  great  political  influence 
which  these  officers,  especially  the  sheriffs,  have  with  the 
people  of  their  respective  counties.  As  the  success  of  the 
whigs  happened  at  an  election  when  most  of  these  ofllicers 
Were  chosen,  they  were  enabled  by  that  means  to  gain  a 
stronger  foot-hokl  among  the  people,  so  far  as  official  pa- 
tronas^e  and  influence  may  be  supposed  to  contribute  to 
that  object,  than  if  their  triumph  had  occurred  the  year 
before  or  the  vear  after. 

This  election  brought  into  the  legislature  several  gen- 
tlemen of  talents  belonging  to  the  whig  party,  who,  from 
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lurveyor  general  by  a  vote  or  eighty-six  to  tweDty-mx.  The 
•enatc  nominated  Dr.  Campbell.  Upon  joint  ballot  Mr. 
Campbell  received  forty-two  votes  and  Mr.  Hollcy  nincty- 
Beven,  who  was  of  course  declared  duly  elected.  About 
the  same  result  was  produced  in  the  choice  of  a  state  Irea- 
■urer,  and  Dr.  Barstow,  of  Tioga  county,  was  elected  in 
lieu  of  Mr.  Keyaer.  The  vole  in  the  senate  stood  for 
Campbell  and  Keyser  twenty,  and  for  Holley  and  Bon- 
tow  ten. 

Mr.  Holley  is  a  man  of  science  and  fond  of  literary' 
pursuits.  He  had  spent  some  portion  of  his  previous  life 
in  conducting  the  Troy  Sentinel,  a  political  newspaper 
which,  considering  the  general  character  of  the  political 
press  in  this  slate,  he  managed  with  great  moderation  and 
considerable  ability. 

The  whigs  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  the 
assembly  was  organized,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
law  prohibiting  the  banks  from  issuing  bills  under  five 
dollars.  Indeed,  I  believe  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ontario,  an 
active  and  leading  member,  either  brought  in  a  bill  or  gave 
notice  to  that  effect  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  Tl 
passed  the  house,  but  in  the  senate  it  was  amended  by  a 
party  vote,  merely  suspending  the  law  against  the  issuinf; 
of  small  bills  for  two  years.  After  considerable  discus- 
flion  in  the  senate,  and  altercation  between  the  two  houses, 
the  assembly  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  senate, 
and  the  bill  was  passed.  It  is  smgular  that  during  the 
elaborate  discussions  which  took  place  on  this  apparently 
'•rmoB"  subject,  so  little  was  said  of  the  real  use  of  the 
law  when  the  banks  should  have  resumed  their  regular  ae- 
tioD  by  the  payment  of  specie  for  their  notes,  in  being  the 
most  aafe,  certain  and  least  inconvenient  means  of  cheek- 
ing  the  excesnve  issues  of  bank  notes  by  causing  a  eon- 
tinual  but  moderate  demand  for  their  payment  in  c<nn. 
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held.  That  circumstance  produced  considerable  com- 
plaint, and  Mr.  Bronaon,  at  the  extra  session,  having  voted 
for  Allen  for  printer  to  the  house,  and  manifested  other 
symptoms  of  conservatism,  it  was  charged  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  support  the  great  measure  of  the  presi- 
dent by  a  promise  of  this  office,  and  now  the  office  was 
kept  vacant  a  long  time  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
public,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  both  parties  to  the  bar- 
gain to  consummate  and  perform  the  contract  Either  to 
prove  the  falsity  of  these  allegations,  or  for  some  other 
cause,  Gov.  Marcy  did  not  re*nominate  Mr.  Bronson,  but 
appointed  Philo  Gridley  of  Madison,  to  the  vacant  judge- 
ship. Without  any  disparagement  to  the  talents  or  merits 
of  Mr.  Bronson,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  pub- 
lic have  been  no  loser  by  these  occurrences.  Judge  Grid- 
Icy  is,  beyond  controversy,  one  of  the  best  lawyers  and 
most  efficient  and  useful  judges  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Ruggles,  of  the  assembly,  made  a  report  to  that 
house  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  and  on  tho 
financial  condition  of  the  state  and  its  capacity  to  furnish 
funds,  in  which  he  presented  its  resources  as  exceedingly 
great  and  competent  for  almost  any  emergency.  The  re- 
port recommended  very  large  appropriations  for  the  speedy 
completition  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  for  various  other  objects 
of  internal  improvements.  A  bill,  somewhat  in  conform 
mity  to  tho  views  of  the  committee,  was  passed  in  the 
assembly,  but  was  amended  in  the  senate,  so  as  to  appro- 
priate four  millions  of  dollars  to  be  expended  during  the 
current  year,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  canaL  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  internal  improvement  bill,  committing 
the  state  for  the  expenditure  of  an  immense  amount  of 
money,  passed  the  assembly  almost  unanimously,  only  three 
members,  Drake,  a  very  intelligent  man  from  Otsego^ 
Floyd  of  Suffolk,  and  P.  King  of  St  Lawrence,  voting 
in  the  negative. 


*  -■' 
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A  bill  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking,  commonly 
called  the  general  banking  law,  passed  the  assembly  by  a 
vote  of  eighty-six  to  twenty-nine.  I  observe  that  most 
of  the  democratic  members  voted  against  it.  In  the  senate 
it  underwent  some  alterations,  but  it  finally  passed  that 
boby  after  it  had  undergone  several  amendments,  twenty 
members  voting  for  it  and  eight  against  it. 

Before  the  final  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Powers  ofTcred  a 
resolution  purporting  that  it  required  two-thirds  of  the 
senators  elected  to  vote  in  the  affirmative  in  order  to  pass 
the  bill  constitutionally.  This  resolution  was  negatived, 
seventeen  to  ten.  To  me  it  is  singular  that  Col.  Young, 
who  had  so  often  denounced  the  monopoly  of  banking, 
should  have  voted  against  the  final  passage  of  this  bill. 
He  probably  disapproved  of  its  details. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
April. 

The  session  was  not  remarkable  for  political  excitement 
among  the  members.  Mr.  Mann  of  Herkimer,  and  Mr. 
P.  King  of  St.  Lawrence,  were  the  most  efficient  and  ac- 
tive in  the  opposition,  and  some  unpleasant  passages  took 
place  between  both  these  gentlemen  and  the  speaker. 
But  Mr.  Bradish  was  a  person  possessing  great  self  com- 
mand, and  habitually  gentlemanly  and  courteous  in  his 
deportment,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  chair.  The  alter- 
cations therefore  passed  off  without  leaving  any  lasting 
impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  parties.  A  resolution  of 
thanks  to  the  speaker  for  the  ability  and  impartiality  with 
which  he  had  discharged  his  duties,  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Wardwell.  of  Jefferson  county,  a  democratic  member,  and 
unanimously  adopted.  If  1  recollect  rightly,  Mr.  Mann, 
in  a  manner  very  creditable  to  himself,  publicly  expressed 
the  kind  feeling  he  entertained  towards  Mr.  Bradish,  as  a 
{)residing  officer. 
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At  the  regular  winter  session  of  congress,  the  independ- 
ent treasury  bill  was  introduced  into  the  senate  and  passed 
that  body ;  but  when  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  house  of 
representatives,  after  much  and  long  discussion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  the  vote  of  a  small  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  senate,  Gk)v.  Throop  was 
appointed  by  the  president  minister  to  Naples. 

The  result  of  the  New-York  charter  election  aflbrded 
evidence  that  the  whigs  had  suffered  a  loss  of  strength  in 
that  city.  They  obtained  a  majority  of  one  only  in  each 
branch  of  the  common  council,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  who  the 
preceding  year  had  received  a  majority  for  mayor  of  three 
thousand  votes  over  his  opponent,  was  this  spring  re-elect- 
ed by  the  bare  majority  of  ninety-nine. 

The  election  which  took  place  in  several  of  the  states 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1838,  resulted  much 
more  favorably  to  the  general  administration  than  had  been 
anticipated.  In  several  of  the  states  which  in  1837  had 
given  majorities  against  it,  the  whigs  were  beaten,  and  in 
some  instances  by  considerable  majorities.  This  inspired 
the  democratic  party  in  New- York  with  strong  hopes  of 
success.  During  the  summer,  preparations  for  the  Novem- 
ber contest  were  made  with  great  spirit  and  vigor  by  both 
parties. 

The  whigs  for  a  time  were  divided  in  relation  to  the 
most  eligible  candidate  for  governor.  Some  were  for  Mr. 
Granger,  others  were  for  Mr.  Bradish  ;  but  the  current 
ultimately  settled  down  in  favor  of  Mr.  Seward  for  gov- 
ernor and  Mr.  Bradish  for  lieutenant  governor,  and  they 
were  accordingly  nominated  with  apparent  unanimity  at  a 
state  convention  held  at  Utica  on  the  12th  of  September. 

On  the  same  day,  a  democratic  convention  was  held  at 
Herkimer,  when  Marcy  and  Tracy  were  again  onanioioua 
ly  nommated  for  a  re-election. 
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On  the  3d  day  of  October,  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  from 
various  parts  of  the  state  \waa  held  at  Syracuse,  who  had 
formerly  belonged  to  the  democratic  party,  now  calling 
themselves  conservatives.  Among  the  loading  and  most 
influential  members  of  this  canveiition,  were  Mr.  N.  P. 
Tallmadge  of  the  United  States  senate,  John  C.  Clark  of 
Chenango,  and  Judah  Hammond  of  New-York.  Among 
other  resolutions,  they  adopted  one  for  the  support,  by  the 
conservatives,  of  Seward  and  Bradish. 

The  election  resulted  in  favor  of  the  whig  candidates  for 
governor  and  lieutenant  governor.  Their  majority  was 
about  ten  thousand.  In  th.e  assembly,  the  whig  majority 
was  not  so  large  as  the  year  before,  but  it  was  now  nearly 
two  to  one.  In  the  senate  the  whigs  carried  five  of  the 
eight  districts  ;  but  this  left  them  still  in  the  minority  in 
that  branch  of  the  legislature. 

The  senators  elected  were. 

From  the  First  District,  Gabriel  Furman, 
Second  do.,     Daniel  Johnson, 


Third  do., 
Fourth  do.. 
Fifth  do.. 
Sixth  do.. 
Seventh  do., 
Eighth   do.. 


Alonzo  C.  Paige, 
Bethuel  Peck, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Alvah  Hunt, 
Robert  C.  Nicholas, 
Henry  Hawkins. 


The  second,  third  and  fifth  districts  elected  democratic 
senators. 

The  very  large  whig  majorities  in  some  of  the  western 
counties  surprised  every  one.  Thus,  Chautauque  gave 
about  two  thousand  two  hundred  majority,  Erie  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred,  and  Genesee  more  than  three  thousand. 
Ulster  county,  which  had  given  such  strong  Jackson  ma- 
jorities, now  gave  some  hundreds  the  other  way.  Jeffer- 
son, which  last  year  elected  democratic  members,  this  year 
gave  the  whig  ticket  a  majority  of  about  six  hundred 


Perhtip»  I  may  v  well  here,  as  in  any  other  place,  deai^ 
aato  two  other  cauaea  which  I  suppose  tended  to  swell  th^ 
whig  majority. 

The  first  I  shall  mention  was  that  an  insurrection  had 
broken  out  in  Canada,  and  many  of  our  citizens  near  lh<( 
borders  of  that  province,  were  desirous  to  join  them  or 
afibrd  them  aid ;  and  some  did  actually  join  them,  aod 
others  gave  them  assistance.  The  president  and  Gov. 
Marcy  issued,  as  was  their  duty,  orders  to  prevent,  so  far 
as  ihey  could,  any  American  citizen  from  becoming  a  party 
to  that  contest  In  consequence  of  this  course  by  the 
■tale  and  national  governments,  it  was  easy  for  artful 
electioneerers  to  turn  the  sympathy  felt  by  our  border  citi- 
zens, for  the  Canadian  patriots,  as  they  were  called,  into 
a  hostile  feeling  towards  Gov.  Marcy.  Hence  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  the  county  of  JcRerson  changed  from  a 
democratic  majority,  in  1837,  to  a  large  whig  majority  in 
1838.  I,  by  no  means,  intend  to  intimate  that  the  whig 
party,  as  such,  countenanced  the  border  citizens  in  the 
violation  of  their  duty  as  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
but  they  undoubtedly  had  not  the  least  objection  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  prejudices  of  those  citizens. 

The  other  cause  to  which  1  have  referred  was  this  : — It 
may  be  recollected  that,  in  1 630  many  national  republic 
cans,  who  were  masons,  abandoned  their  party  solely  be- 
cause a  majority  of  the  party  supported  Granger,  the 
anti-masonic  candidate  for  governor.  These  men  were 
never  democrats,  nor  were  they  ever  at  heart  pleased  with 
Gen.  Jackson  for  president,  nor  indeed  with  the  party 
which  supported  him.  They  however  continued  with  the 
parly,  because  they  could  find  no  reasonable  excuse  for 
abandoning  it,  and  because  they  feared  the  domination  of 
anti-masonry  in  some  form.  But  anti-masonry  had  been 
now  for  years  annihilated,  and  these  national  republican 
c  Jackson  men  rejoined  their  old  friends.     In  any 
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Other  way,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  aoconnt  far  the  greit 
change  in  Ulster,  Albany  and  Renswlaer  oountiea. 

The  whig  ticket  succeeded  in  New-Yorkby  a  small  ma- 
jority, and  C.  C  Cambreling  failed  in  being  re-elected  to 
congress.  ^ 

After  the  result  of  the  election  was  known,  great  efibrta 
were  made  by  many  of  Mnrcy's  political  friends,  toinduoe 
him  to  call  together  the  senate  for  the  purpose  of  tranaact- 
ing  executive  business.  There  were,  I  believe,  at  that 
time  some  vacancies  which,  had  the  senate  been  in  sesaioii, 
it  would  have  been  proper  to  have  supplied  by  new  ap- 
pointments, but  the  real  object  was  to  enable  those  office* 
holders,  whose  term  of  office  would  expire  during  the  next 
two  years,  to  resign,  and  to  procure  the  appointment  of 
other  persons,  who  were  the  political  friends  of  the  gover- 
nor, and  the  personal  as  well  as  the  political  friends  of 
the  incumbents.  These  applications  were  urged  with 
great  ardor ;  but  the  governor  had  the  virtue  and  finmieaa 
to  resist  them.  The  high  moral  sense  of  William  L. 
Marcy  would  not  permit  him  to  lend  himself  to  such  an 
expedient  for  party  purposes,  or  to  gratify  the  desire  for 
office,  even  of  some  of  his  ardent  friends. 


^  >, 


^^^ 


t^ 
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,  Rights,  or,  aa  ihey  were  caUed 
Loco-Foco  parly  in  the  city  of 

oen  ia  the  interior  of  the  state, 
imposed  this  party  having  been 
mts  of  the  city,  I  am  unable  to 
kax  accurately,  the  movenocDts 
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After  the  committee  have  thus  agreed  on  the  candidates,  a 
general  meeting  of  democratic  citizens  is  invited  at  Tam- 
many Hall,  where  the  report  of  the  nominating  committee 
is  made,  and  at  that  stage  of  the  nominating  process,  may 
be  accepted,  amended  or  rejected,  by  a  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens BO  assembled.  The  anti-monopolists  resolved,  at  the 
meeting  which  was  to  be  held  a  few  days  before  the  election 
in  November,  1835,  at  Tammany  Hall,  to  hear  and  act  on 
the  report  of  the  nominating  committee,  and  to  resist  the 
confirmation  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Lee  and  others,  of 
whose  principles  they  disapproved.  The  friends  of  these 
candidates  anticipated  opposition,  and  of  course,  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  meeting,  an  immense  crowd  collected. 
The  first  question  which  arose,  and  which  would  test  the 
strength  of  the  parties,  was  the  selection  of  a  chairman, 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Lee,  whom  we  will  call  Tammany 
men,  supported  Isaac  L.  Varian,  since  mayor  of  New- 
York  ;  and  the  anti-monopolists  supported  Joel  Curtis. 
The  Tammanies  entered  the  hall  as  soon  as  the  doors  were 
opened,  by  means  of  back  stairs,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  equal  rights  party  rushed  into  the  long  room  up  the 
front  stairs.  Both  parties  were  loud  and  boisterous  ;  the 
one  declaring  that  Mr.  Varian  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
the  other  that  Mr.  Curtis  was  duly  elected  the  presiding 
officer.  A  very  tumultuous  and  confused  scene  ensued, 
during  which  the  gas  lights,  with  which  the  hall  was  illu- 
minated, were  extinguished.  The  equal  rights  party, 
either  having  witnessed  similar  occurrences,  or  having 
received  some  intimations  that  such  would  be  the  course 
of  their  opponents,  had  provided  themselves  with  loco-foco 
matches  and  candles,  and  the  room  was  re-lighted  in  a 
moment. 

The  next  day  both  parties  claimed  the  victory,  but  the 
mass  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  city  supported  at 
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the  election  which  took  place  a  few  dayi  afterwardi,  the 
Tammany  nomination  as  the  regularly  formed  ticket 

Immediately  after  this  outbreak  at  Tammany  Hall,  the 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  a  whig,  and  the  Times,  a  democra- 
tic, (afterwards  conservative.)  newspaper,  dubbed  tho 
anti-monopolists  with  the  name  of  the  Loco-Foco  Partt, 
a  sort  of  nick-name  which  the  whigs  have  since  given  to  the 
whole  democratic  party. 

The  anti-monopolists  refused  to  support  the  election  of 
Mr.  Lee,  and  several  of  the  democratic  candidates  for  the 
assembly.*  They  nominated  C.  G.  Ferris  for  congreaii 
and  three  or  four  candidates  for  the  assembly.  This  ticket 
received  four  or  five  thousand  votes,  but  the  Tammany 
ticket  eventually  succeeded. 

After  the  election,  various  meetings  were  held  with  a 
view  of  organizing  a  political  party,  and  at  length,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  a  county  convention  assembled  and  framed  & 
constitution  and  a  code  of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  new  party.  A  declaration  of  rigfati| 
drawn  by  Dr.  Moses  Jacques,  was  presented  to  the  conven- 
tion and  adopted,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

*'  DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS." 

''1.  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all 
men  are  created  free  and  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  inherent  inalienable  rights ;  among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

''  2.  That  the  true  foundation  of  republican  government 
is  the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen,  in  his  person  and  pn> 
perty,  and  in  their  management 

'^  3.  That  the  idea  is  quite  unfounded,  that  on  entering 
mto  society  we  give  up  any  natural  right.    Tlie  rightAil 

• 

*  The  naine*  of  the  Tnmmany  candidate*  to  whom  the  antiHBOiiopollato 
were  Benjamin  Rinnuld.  George  Sharpe,  Ezra  8.  Conner  and  Jene  WeH  \  Ibe 
tutes  proiKMcd  were  Job   Haskell,  John  W.  Vethake,  John  Wladt  and 
Church. 
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power  of  all  legislation  is  to  declare  and  enforce  only  our 
natural  rights  and  duties,  and  to  take  none  of  them  from 
us.  No  man  has  a  natural  right  to  commit  aggression  on 
the  equal  rights  of  another ;  and  this  is  all  from  which  the 
law  ought  to  restrain  him.  Every  man  is  under  the  na- 
tural duty  of  contributing  to  the  necessities  of  society ; 
and  this  is  all  the  law  should  enforce  on  him.  When  the 
laws  have  declared  and  enforced  all  this,  they  have  fulfil- 
led their  functions. 

'^4.  We  declare  unqualified  hostility  to  bank  notes  and 
paper  money  as  a  circulating  medium,  because  gold  and 
silver  is  the  only  safe  and  constitutional  currency. 

''  5.  Hostility  to  any  and  all  monopolies  by  legislation, 
because  they  are  violations  of  the  equal  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

'^6.  Hostility  to  the  dangerous  and  unconstitutional 
creation  of  vested  rights,  or  prerogatives  by  legislation, 
because  they  are  usurpations  of  the  people's  sovereign 
rights. 

"  7.  That  no  legislative  or  other  authority  in  the  body 
politic  can  rightfully,  by  charter  or  otherwise,  exempt  any 
man  or  body  of  men,  in  any  case  whatever,  from  trial  by 
jury  and  the  jurisdiction  or  operation  of  the  laws  which 
govern  the  community. 

"  8.  We  hold  that  each  and  every  law,  or  act  of  incor- 
poration, passed  by  preceding  legislatures,  can  be  rightful- 
ly altered  or  repealed  by  their  successors  ;  and  that  they 
should  be  altered  or  repealed,  when  necessary  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  or  when  required  by  a  majority  of  the  people." 

The  sixth  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  association 
was  in  the  following  words  : 

^'  No  person  shall  be  considered  eligible  for  nomination 
who  has  not  signed  the  declaration  of  rights. 

*^  Each  candidate  for  oflSce  shall  be  required  to  sign 
such  written  pledge  as  the  equal  rights  party  may  frame, 
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enumerating  particular  measures  he  is  to  ndn^akVdwap' 

pose." 

At  this  meeting  the  convention  assinned  the  name  of  the 
Equal  Rights  party. 

Perhaps  no  political  party  ever  existed  in  the  state 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  more  severe  animadversion 
and  attack  than  this  party.  Ail  the  chartered  moneyed  in- 
stitutions, and  the  whole  influence  of  associated  wealth 
were  against  them.  The  newspaper  press  of  both  partiea, 
with  the  single  exception,  I  believe,  of  the  Evening  Post, 
then  conducted  by  those  unshaken  and  indomitable  demo- 
crats, William  Leggett  and  William  C.  Bryant,  was  loiAl 
in  its  denunciations.  The  Evening  Post  did  not  justify 
their  organization  as  a  distinct  party,  but  it  advocated  wiA 
great  zeal  and  ability  many  of  their  principles. 

The  first  glance  at  the  declaration  of  rights  "Which  this 
association  put  forth,  demonstrates  their  determination  to 
recur  to  first  principles,  and  to  form  their  new  party  solely 
with  reference  to  the  principles  of  its  members,  and  wiA 
an  utter  disregard  to  the  political  party  to  which  the  can- 
didate for  <idmission  into  full  communion  with  the  eqoil 
rights  party  had  belonged.  Some  of  the  most  active  and 
efficient  movers  in  organizing  this  new  party  were  Mosei 
Jac(]ues,  Alexander  Ming,  jr.,  F.  Byrdsall,  Licvi  D.  Slamn^ 
John  Windt,  James  L.  Stratton,  Pascal  B.  Smith  and  John 
H.  Hunt.  I  am  but  slightly  acquainted,  personally,  with 
any  of  these  gentlemen.  They  are  reputed  to  be  men 
of  good  standing  and  character,  and  some  of  them  I  know 
to  be  talented,  honest  and  patriotic.  I  can  not  entertain 
a  doubt  but  that  u  large  majority  of  those  who  engaged 
in  this  enterprise  did  ^i  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  with* 
out  the  hope  or  desire  of  obtaining  any  especial  indi- 
vidijul  benefit  from  the  political  course  they  were  then 
takin^;.  But  hke  all  reformers,  they  undoubtedly  became 
ultra  in  some  of  their  political   doctrines,  among  whieh 
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may  be  mentioned  the   fourth  and  eighth  articles  of  their 
declaration  of  rights.* 

At  the  city  charter  election  in  the  spring  of  1836.  the 
equal  rights  party  nominated  Alexander  Ming,  jr.,  for 
mayor,  and,  as  I  believe,  full  charter  tickets  in  most  of 
the  wards.  The  whigs  nominated  candidates  for  city  offi- 
cers. Nearly  three  thousand  votes  were  given  for  the 
loco-foco  candidates.  Mr.  Ming  received  about  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  votes  for  mayor.  These  votes  were 
mostly  given  by  persons  who  had  belonged  to  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  the  result  was,  that  that  year,  the  whigs 
had  an  equal  representation  with  the  democrats  in  the 
common  council ;  although  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  Tammany 
candidate  for  mayor,  had  a  large  majority  over  all  his  op- 
ponents. 

Immediately  after  the  result  of  the  charter  election  waB 
known,  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  a  meeting  of  the  equal 
rights  party  was  held  at  the  Military  and  Civic  Hotel, 
Bowery,  at  which  Dr.  Jacques  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
Levi  D.  Slamm  and  F.  Hasbrouck,  secretaries.  They  were 
rather  cheered  than  disheartened  after  this  trial  of  their 
strength,  and  manifested  a  determination  to  preserve  their 
organization  in  the  several  wards  in  the  city,  and  '*  main- 
tain it  with  increased  vigilance  and  perseverance."  Before 
they  adjourned,  they  adopted  several  spirited  resolutions. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1836,  a  committee  of  the  equal 
rights  party,  consisting  of  G.  W.  Matsell,  Daniel  Gorham, 
F.  Byrisall,  John  Drincker  and  John  Windt,  addressed  it 
letter  to  Col.  Young,  containing  a  copy  of  the   ^*  declara- 

*  Tn  March,  IF36,  Mr.  Johti  Windt,  a  priniipr  by  proffeMion,  and  a  worihy  and  meri- 
loiiouB  citlsen,  commenceil  the  publication  of  a  dally  paper  which  he  entitled  **  Tk€ 
DmMfnil,"  and  which  wa4  reennled  an  the  ori^ii  of  the  equal  rf^t«  partv.  I  have 
been  favored,  by  Mr.  Windt.  with  the  loan  of  a  flic  of  this  paper  and  have  very  hantUf 
examined  it.  I  regret  that  I  did  not  receive  It  before  I  had  completed  the  brief  hivfiory 
I  have  attempted  to  give  of  the  New- York  loro«focon,  and  indeed  undl  after  soniA 
part  of  this  chapter  was  In  type.  A  file  of  the  Democrat  deserves  to  be.  and  I  hope  will 
bepreaerved* 
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same  fearless  and  determined  spirit  which  was  exhibited 
by  the  New-York  county  convention.  In  their  first  reso- 
lution they  say  : 

'*  Whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  long  continued  pos- 
session of  power  which  is  but  too  apt  to  corrupt  thi^s^ 
whom  the  people  have  chosen  to  make  their  laws,  either 
forgetting  or  contemning  the  source  of  their  authority, 
have,  for  a  series  of  years,  legislated  for  the  benefit  of  {i 
moneyed  aristocracy  of  their  own  creation,  rather  than  for 
the  people,  whose  interests  and  happiness  they  were  cho- 
sen to  promote  and  to  guard  : 

**  Therefore,  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Uiis  coo^ 
vention,  it  is  an  imperative  duty  which  the  people  owe  tp 
themselves  and  to  their  children,  to  recur  to  Jirst  princir 
pies,  and  repudiating  the  prejudices  which  have  bound 
them  to  the  two  contending  factions  of  this  state,  to  select 
their  own  candidates,  and  to  honor  with  their  confidence 
such  men  only  as  will  conscientiously  and  fearlessly  con- 
sult the  good  of  all  their  constituents." 

They  reiterate  and  adopt  the  declaration  of  rights  draviro 
by  Dr.  Jacques.  Among  other  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
convention,  the  following  is  worthy  of  all  praise  : 

**  Resolved,  That  as  education  is  essential  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  human  mind,  in  whatever  situation  it 
may  be  placed,  so  it  is  peculiarly  essential  to  the  well-be- 
ing of  a  free  community,  where  the  right  of  sufirage  is 
universal,  that  men  should  be  able  to  exercise  that  right 
intelligently  ;  and  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  all 
men,  and  more  especially  of  the  laboring  and  producing 
classes,  to  use  every  effort  to  secure  the  present  and  com- 
ing generations  the  blessings  of  universal  education,  and 
that,  as  patriots,  as  philanthropists,  as  Christians,  we  are 
called  upon  to  move  forward  with  united  purpose,  and  not 
rest  untU,  like  the  breath  of  heaven,  knowledge  shall  be 

equally  accessible  to  all." 

Ff 
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led  an  address  to  the  people,  in 
^,  they  recommend  the  election 
he  jicoptc,  and  that  their  term  of 
le  years.     Towards  the  conclu- 


I  long  have  we  boen  estranged 
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Messrs.  Tallmadge  and  Curtis  were  known  to  be  whigs, 
but  both  of  them  signed  the  pledge^  that  they  would  sup^ 
port  and  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  equal  rights  party 
as  contained  in  their  declaration  of  rights. 

The  whig  party  in  New- York  soon  after^  as  1  am  in- 
formed, nominated  Mr.  Tallmadge  as  their  candidate  for 
the  senate,  and  Mr.  Curtis  for  congress.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable that  the  intention  of  the  whigs  to  nominate  these 
gentlemen  was  known  to  the  loco-foco's  before  that  party 
nominated  them. 

The  Tammany  party  had  nominated  Morgan  L.  Smith, 
and  again  selected  Gideon  Lee,  persons  who  were  pecu- 
liarly odious  to  the  loco-focos,  as  the  democratic  candi- 
dates for  congress  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  anxiety  of 
the  leaders  of  the  equal  rights  party  to  defeat  these  gen- 
tlemen, was  a  principal  reason  why  they  placed  on  their 
ticket  two  such  distinguished  whigs  as  Tallmadge  and 
Curtis.  The  whigs,  believing  themselves  to  be  in  the 
minority  in  the  city,  in  forming  their  assembly  ticket, 
selected  two  of  the  loco-foco  candidates,  R.  Townnend,  jr., 
and  Clinton  Rooesvelt 

The  election  resulted,  by  the  aid  of  the  whig  votes,  in 
favor  of  the  following  persons,  who  were  originally  nomi- 
nated by  the  loco-focos : 

Frederick  A.  Tallmadge,  senator  from  the  first  district ; 
Edward  Curtis  for  Congress ;  and  Robert  Townsend,  jr., 
and  Clinton  Roosevelt  for  the  assembly. 

At  the  charter  election  in  the  spring  of  1837,  the  equal 
rights  party  nominated  and  supported  an  entire  ticket, 
composed  of  loco-focos  proper.  The  whigs  and  demo- 
crats also  severally  formed  entire  tickets.  Dr.  Jacques 
was  the  candidate  of  the  equal  rights  party  for  mayor, 
and  they  gave  him  more  than  four  thousand  votes.  The 
strong  vote  given  by  this  party  put  the  whigs  in  posses- 
sion of  the  government  of  the  city. 


•sf 
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"  §  7.  The  fegislattnc  Bhal!  oot  bortoW  iMatff  or  mr^ 
trnct  loans  in  the  name  of  the  people  :  but  it  may  flubmit 
bills  authorizing  public  loans  to  the  people,  which  bills 
shall  become  binding  when  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the 
voters  at  a  general  etection,'' 

It  would  occupy  a  larger  space  than  the  limit*  I  had 
prescribed  for  this  sketch  will  allow,  were  I  to  attempt  to 
describe  the  judicial  system  proposed  by  the  convention. 
It  is  novel  and  ingenious.  It  proposes  that  all  the  judged 
shall  be  elected  by  (he  people,  and  with  this  single  excep- 
tion, I  must  be  allowed,  at  the  hazard  of  being  charged 
with  heresy,  to  say,  that  I  think  it  in  some  respects  pre- 
ferable to  our  present  system.  Among  other  novelties,  is 
the  plan  it  proposes,  to  substitute  a  court  of  appeals,  con- 
fustlng  of  forty  or  more  district  judges,  for  the  existing 
court  for  correction  of  errors  ;  and  what  is  most  curious, 
and  to  me  entirely  new,  it  proposes,  that  when  these 
judges  are  assembled,  they  shall  choose  a  president ;  and 
that  thereupon  "juries  of  twelve  men  each  shall  then  be 
drawn  from  the  judges  present  These  juries  shall  sit  by 
alternation,  or  as  cases  may  require,  in  the  jury  box,  hear 
cases,  retire,  and  bring  in  their  verdicts,  in  like  manner  as 
other  juries." 

The  proposed  constitution  abolishes  capital  punishment, 
and  provides  that  "all  frauds  shall  be  punished  as  felo- 
nies." On  the  subject  of  legal  coercive  means  of  enforc- 
ing the  performance  of  contracts,  section  ten  of  article 
eight  proposes,  that  "  No  law  shall  be  valid  for  the  forci- 
ble collection  of  debts  arising  from  voluntary  agreement 
between  individuals,  wherein  one  party  relinquishes  his 
right  to  and  possession  of  any  species  of  property  on  the 
promise  by  the  other  party  of  another  thing  or  equivalent 
[This  section  shall  apply  only  to  debts  contracted  after  the 
adoption  of  this  constitution.]" 
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mittees  as  the  representatives  of  their  respective  parties, 
and  finally  a  declaration  of  principles,  drawn  by  the  equal 
rights  men,  was  formally  adopted  by  the  general  commit- 
tee of  Tammany  Hall,  and  the  union  was  effected  in  Oc- 
tober, 1837. 

A  correspondent  possessing  a  highly  enlightened  and 
philosophic  mind,  after  speaking  of  the  loco-foco  party, 
adds — "The  workingmen's  party  and  the  equal  rights 
party  have  operated  as  causes  producing  effects  that  will 
shape  the  course  of  the  two  great  parties  of  the  United 
States,  and  consequently  the  destinies  of  this  great  repub- 
lic The  mere  party  politician  cannot  see  this ;  but  to 
him  who  discerns  the  philosophy  of  historical  events,  it  '       j 

will  be  of  deep  interest '* 
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"  This  cheering  view  of  our  condition  ought  to  encouT^ 
age  neither  prodigality  of  expenditure  nor  legislation  of 
doubtful  expediency.  All  appropriations  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement  ought  to  be  made  witli  a  view  and 
constant  purpose  to  call  into  co-operation  individual  capi- 
tal and  enterprise.  Rigid  economy  ought  to  be  enforced, 
and  perfect  accountability  exacted,  in  this  as  in  every 
other  department  of  the  public  service." 

The  governor  closes  his  message  with  the  following 
very  handsome  tribute  of  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  late 
Gov,  Clinton  : 

"  It  is  now  eleven  years  since  this  state  was  suddenly 
called  to  mourn  the  death  of  a  citizen,  who  illustrated  her 
history  by  a  life  of  eminent  public  usefulness.  His  death 
happened  in  the  maturity  of  his  manhood,  and  while  yet 
the  wisdom  of  his  policy  and  the  purity  of  his  motives 
were  loudly  questioned.  Experience  has,  more  rapidly 
than  the  almost  inspired  enthusiasm  of  his  genius  antici- 
pated, sanctioned  the  one,  and  posterity  has  made  extra- 
ordinary haste  to  vindicate  the  other.  His  remains  still 
rest  in  that  vault  of  a  private  friend  which  hospitably  re- 
ceived them  as  a  sacred  trust,  until  an  auspicious  period 
for  more  fitting  public  obsequies  should  arrive.  He  is  un- 
derstood to  have  left  to  his  children  no  inheritance  but 
what  they  enjoy  in  common  with  all  their  fellow-citizens — 
his  fame  and  abounding  public  prosperity.  The  custom 
of  honoring  the  dead  commends  itself  to  the  natural  sen- 
timents of  mankind  ;  and  althou^  in  ignorant  and  de- 
praved countries  it  has  been  abused  by  the  erection  of 
pyramids,  and  temples,  and  tombs,  to  preserve  the  ashes 
of  tyrants,  it  cannot,  among  an  enlightened  people,  be 
otherwise  than  right  and  expedient  to  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  public  benefactoTB,  and  thus  stimulate  and  eo- 
eourage  emulation  of  their  deeds.  Our  state  early  fol> 
lowed  the  good   example,  by  providing  a  tomb  for  the 
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end  one  would  think,  the  reimuua  of  old  preiudicei  on 
their  minds,  rendered  them  indisposed  to  garry  into  eSect 
ttus  recommendation  of  Mr.  Seward. 

During  the  month  of  January,  the  excellent  and  amiable 
Stephen  Van  ReoBsclaer  died  after  a  long  and  lingering 
illness.  No  citizen  of  Albany,  or  perhaps  of  the  slate, 
ever  did,  or  it  may  be,  ever  will  depart  this  life  more  uni- 
versally, more  deeply  and  more  sincerely  lamented  than 
this  excellent  man.  He  was  the  friend  of  the  poor,  and  a 
bright  example  to  the  rich  ;  a  benevolent  and  useful  citi- 
^n  ;  a  Christian  and  a  patriot. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Oneida,  who  had  last  year  distinguished 
himself  for  his  opposition  to  the  small  bill  law,  on  the  first 
business  day  of  the  present  session,  gave  notice  that  he 
^ould  bring  in  a  hill  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  that 
law,  and  the  next  day  brought  in  such  bill.  A  few  days 
afterwards,  Mr.  Skinner,  a  democratic  senator  from  the 
fifth  district,  introduced  into  the  senate  a  similar  bill. 
Thus  it  was,  that  the  leaders  of  the  two  parties  seemed  to 
be  running  b  race  for  popularity  on  tbe  small  bill  ques- 
tion. The  bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Taylor,  eventually 
passed  both  houses  and  became  a  law.  Mr.  Young  and 
Mr.  Spraker  were  the  only  members  of  the  senate  who 
voted  against  it. 

In  politics,  apparently  trifling  causes  frequently  pro- 
duce great  and  momentous  results ;  and,  as  if  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  truth  of  this  position,  there  arc  many  who 
believe  that  a  refusal  lo  pass  a  law  in  1637,  authorizing 
the  banks  to  issue  small  bills,  produced  the  political  revo- 
lution which  occurred  in  this  state  in  the  OMlumn  of  thai 
year.  This  is  my  apology  for  troi^liog  the  reader  with  so 
minute  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  the  k^lature  on 
that  lubject. 

On  the  Slat  January  a  whig  iegislativa  caucus  was  held 
for  the  nomination  of  state  officers. 
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those  exertions  1    llese,  among  other  connderationH,  pro- 
duced a  strong  vote  in  caucus  in  his  favor. 

The  whigs  were  much  divided  in  respect  to  the  most 
proper  person  to  be  selected  as  attorney  general.  Joshua 
A.  Spencer  of  Utica,  was  spoken  of  as  a  perfectly  fit  man 
for  the  office,  being  wellknown  as  a  sound  and  able  lawyer; 
and  as  such  his  friends  urged  his  appointment.  He  has  fen, 
if  any,  superiors  in  the  state  ornation.  Samuel  Stevens  of 
Albany,  now  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  able  adrocates 
in  the  state,  was  announced  as  a  candidate.  But  the 
southern  whigs  were  in  general  zealous  supporters  of  Wil- 
lis Hall,  of  New- York.  At  the  caucus,  Mr.  Spencer's 
name  as  a  candidate  was  finally  withdrawn,  and  the  ballot 
was  taken  between  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Stevens,  the  result 
of  which,  as  reported  in  the  Argus,  was  that  the  former 
received  forty-five  and  the  latter  I'orty-two  voles,  where- 
upon Hall  was  declared  duly  nominated.  Some  complaint 
was  made  of  the  appointment,  because  Mr.  Hall  had  never 
been  in  extensive  practice  in  the  stale,  and  was  scarcely 
known  ns  a  counsellor  of  the  supreme  court,  while  Mr. 
Stevens  and  Mr.  Spencer  had  been  long  in  full  and  exten- 
sive practice.  Mr.  Hall,  however,  is  a  mild,  modest  man, 
of  considerable  legal  learning  and  talent,  and  distinguished 
literary  allainmnnts.  He  has,  I  believe,  disch.-irged  hia 
ofHcinI  duties  with  competent  ability  and  great  fidelity. 
John  0.  Spencer,  with  whom  the  reader  is  well  acquaint- 
ed, and  of  whom,  therefore,  I  need  not  speak,  was  nomi- 
nated secretary  of  state.  Bates  Cooke,  of  Niagara  county, 
had  been  a  member  of  congress,  and  held  a  very  good 
standing  in  the  part  of  the  slate  in  which  he  resided.  He 
had  been  a  leading  and  efficient  anti-mason,  as  will  be  seen 
by  rcfcnince  to  the  chapter  which  is  intended  to  give  tho 
political  history  of  that  party.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
one  reason  which  led  to  his  nomination  for  the  office  of 
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stances  exactly  similar.  Mr.  Paige,  aa  the  organ  of  the 
majority,  made  a  labored  and  learned  report  in  justifica- 
tion of  their  course.  My  opinion  on  thi«  question  has 
been  heretofore  fully  and  freely  e^ipresaed.  No  senator 
was  chosen  by  tliia  legislature. 

The  death  of  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  left  a  vacancy 
in  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  which  was  supplied  by 
the  appointment  of  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  of  New- York, 
the  celebrated  author  of  the  report  of  163B,  on  internal 
improvements. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  winter,  James  Porter,  Esq., 
register  in  chancery,  died.  This  office,  before  the  late 
law,  which  has  taken  from  the  register  his  perquisites  and 
allowed  him  in  lieu  of  it  a  salary,  was  one  of  the  most 
lucrative  in  the  state.  Mr.  Porter  was  an  estimable  officer, 
courteous  and  kind  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties, 
and  beloved  and  respected  as  a  citizen.  Upon  his  death, 
the  chancellor  tendered  the  office  to  Mr.  Flagg,  but  he 
probably  being  then  assured  that  he  should  be  appointed, 
as  he  shortly  after  was,  post-master  at  Albany,  declined 
it  The  chancellor  then  offered  the  appointment  to  Sam- 
oel  L.  Edwards,  a  senator  from  the  seventh  district,  who 
was  dissuaded  by  his  political  friends  from  accepting  it, 
as  from  the  stale  of  public  opinion  in  that  district,  if  the 
place  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  senator,  was  then  vacated,  an- 
other whig  member  would  have  been  brought  into  the 
senate.  After  these  two  refusals,  the  chancellor  appointed 
his  son-in-law,  the  present  register,  Mr.  J.  M.  Davison. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  7th  May. 

The  anticipation  of  the  gubernatorial  and  presidential 
elections,  although  nearly  two  yean  were  to  elapse  before 
those  elections  were  to  take  place,  caused  a  very  high 
degree  of  political  excitement  during  this  session ;  and  the 
majority  in  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  being  politi- 
cally advene  to  each  other,  very  few  laws  of  general  im- 
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man  rightB,  forced  him  into  the  support  of  the  doctrines  of  ' 

the  abolitionists*   Although  a  wann  friend  and  supporter  of 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  had,  in- his  Phundealer,  animadverted 

with  uncommon  severity  on  that  part  erf**  Mr.  Van  Buren's 

maugural  address  which  related' to  the  abolition  of  slavery 

in  the  District  of  Columbia.    After  the  publication  of 

these  animadversions,  his  appointment  to  an  important 

diplomatic  station  by  the  president,  was  as  honorable  to 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  it  was  well  merited^  by  the  great  and 

splendid  talents  and  acknowledged  patriotism  of  Mr.  Leg-         -^^   z^' 

gett  '- 

During  the  summer,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  the  first  time 
since  bis  election,  visited  the  stale  of  New*York.  His 
travelled  through  the  state,  stopping  att  all  the  principal 
cities  and  villages.  He  was  every  where  met  and  greeted 
by  vast  crowds  of  people  of  both  sexes^  and  followed  by 
processions  of  citizens. 

I  have  some  where  before  observed,  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  always  extremely  careful  to  avoid  giving  cause 
to  any  man  to  be  his  personal  enemy,  and  I  am  quite  sure, 
he  had  as  few  personal  enemies  as  any  man  who  had  acted  so 
busy  a  part  on  the  theatre  of  life.  Mr.  Van  Buren,  too,  was 
habitually  kind  and  prepossessing  in  his  intercourse  vrith 
all  men.  No  man  observed  more  carefully,  and  practised 
with  better  taste,  the  courtesies  of  social  life.  But  with 
all  these  advantages,  I  doubt  much  whether,  by  this  visit, 
he  increased  the  number  of  his  friends  in  the  state. 

Unfortunately,  in  an  address  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Ed- 
monds, former  state  senator,  upon  his  arrival  at  New 
York,  he  made  some  remarks  which  rendered  it  necessarv 
for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  reply,  to  speak  of  political  par- 
ties and  his  own  political  friends  in  this  state,  and  of 
course  to  express  his  strong  attachment  to  those  friends. 
This  gave  occasion  to  the  whigs  to  represent  that  instead 
of  coming  on  a  visit  to  the  whde  people,  ai  a  presideiit 
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Buren  in  the  sister  states,  while  it  animated  with  fi^sh 
courage  and  added  new  vigor  to  the  whigs.  Although  the 
whig  majoritj  in  the  assembly  was  considerably  dimin- 
ished, the  result  of  the  election  for  senator  in  the  third 
district  in  favor  of  the  whigs,  where  there  were  three  va- 
cancies, gave  that  party  a  majority  in  that  body.  Until 
this  election,  the  democratic  party  had  held  a  majority  in 
that  permanent  branch  of  the  legislature  since  the  year 
1816.  It  was  to  them  a  mighty  and  appalling  change. 
The  election  in  the  third  district  was  very  close,  that  vete- 
ran politician  Gren.  Erastus  Root,  being  declared  elected 
by  a  majority  of  some  four  or  five  votes  only.* 
The  senators  elected  were  : 


"on 

1  the  First  District, 

Minthorne  Tompkins,  a  son 
of  the  late  vice-president, 

« 

Second    do.. 

John  Hunter, 

« 

Third      do.. 

Mitchell  Sanford, 
Friend  Humphrey,  and 
Erastus  Root, 

i( 

Fourth    do.. 

James  6.  Hopkins, 

« 

Fifth       do.. 

Sumner  Ely, 

(1 

Sixth       do., 

Andrew  B.  Dickinson, 

<i 

Seventh  do., 

Mark  H.  Sibley, 

a 

Eighth    do., 

Abraham  Dixon. 

The  members  elected  from  the  first,  second  and  fifth 
districts  were  democrats ;  those  from  the  five  other  districts 
were  whigs.  Judge  Spencer  was  first  nominated  as  the 
whig  candidate  in  the  seventh  district,  but  declined  ;  after 
which  Mr.  Sibley  was  nominated  and  elected. 


*  Mr.  Frlnd  Humphray,  of  Albany,  obodned  «  much  woiinr  rott  than  any  of  Ike 
odMr  can4M*w>«  As  a  eltlxm  Mr.  Humphrey  to  anlverMUy,  M|My  sad  JamnvHf  «i- 
It  it,  I  bope.  DO  evMenee  of  a  want  of  rtipcet  fbr  the  other  cindHaiei,  m 
aD  opiiilon  thai  in  «>  cloeeaa  elcetkMi  the  perMoal  popularttf  of  Mr.  Bonphnf 
Mewed  ihe  weeeH  of  Sk  whig  tfehet  la  ihe  ihM  dtotrleL 


1'" 
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expectations  of  the  whigs.  Harrison  had,  at  the  last 
presidential  (Election,  been  a  defeated  candidate,  and  many 
whigs  doubted  his  capacity  to  discharge  properly  the  du- 
ties of  the  supreme  national  executive.  Subsequent 
events  proved  that  the  impressions  of  both  parties  were 
erroneous,  and  that  the  partiality  in  this  country  for  mili- 
tary fame  exists,  as  I  have  before  observed,  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  in  any  other. 

The  legislature  assembled  on  the  seventh  of  January, 
1840.  Mr.  Patterson  was  re-elected  speaker  against  Mr. 
L.  8.  Chatfield,  a  member  from  the  county  of  Otsego.  Mr. 
Chatfield,  when  he  entered  the  assembly  in  1839,  was  en- 
tirely inexperienced  in  legislation  and  in  public  life,  btit 
he  soon  afforded  evidence  of  vigorous  intellectual  power 
and  a  clear  and  remarkably  logical  mind.  His  talents, 
zeal  and  firmness  soon  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
little  band  of  democrats  who  that  year  were  elected  to  the 
assembly.  He  was  charged  with  being  ultra  democratic 
and  an  over  zealous  partizan.  But  if  this  allegation  was 
well  founded,  it  is  an  error  common  to  young  and  ardent, 
but  honest  politidans.  The  result  of  the  vote  was,  for 
Patterson  sixty-eight,  Chatfield  fifty-six. 

The  governor's  message  occupies  thirty-one  pages  of 
the  journal  of  the  senate. 

He  informs  the  legislature  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
tolls  received  from  the  canals,  without  taking  into  the 
account  the  interest  on  the  canal  debt,  is  one  million  fifty- 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two  dollars  seventy- 
four  cents ;  and  that  the  capital  of  the  school  fund  is  one 
million  nine  hundred  seventy-eight  thousand  sixty-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

He  recommends  that  foreigners  who  come  to  settle  among 
us,  should  be  permitted  to  have  their  children  educated 
by  teachers  who  speak  their  own  language,  and  profess 
the  same  religious  faith  with  themselves^  and  should  at  the 
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lives  from  justice  between  sovereign  and  independent  na- 
tions, as  defined  by  the  law  of  nations,  include  only  those 
cases  in  which  the  acts  constituting  the  offence  charged 
arc  recognized  as  crimes  by  the  universal  laws  of  all  civil- 
ized countries  ;  that  the  object  of  the  provision  contained 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  authorizing  the 
demand  and  surrender  of  fugitives  charged  with  treason, 
felony  or  other  crime,  was  to  recognize  and  establish  this 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations  in  the  mutual  relations  of 
the  states  as  independent,  equal,  and  sovereign  communi- 
ties ;  that  the  acts  charged  upon  the  persons  demanded 
were  not  recognized  as  criminal  by  the  laws  of  this  state, 
or  by  the  universal  laws  of  all  civilized  countries ;  and 
that  consequently  the  case  did  not  fall  within  the  provi- 
sion of  the  construction  of  the  United  States. 

**  The  governor  of  Virginia  in  his  last  annual  message 
referred  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature 
of  that  state,  and  declared  that  my  construction  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  could  not  be  acquiesced 
in  or  submitted  to.  He  added  that  if  it  were  allowed  to 
prevail,  and  no  relief  could  be  obtained  against  what  he 
designated  at  a  flagrant  invasion  of  the  rights  of  Virginia, 
either  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  it 
might  ultimately  become  the  important  and  solemn  duty 
of  Virginia  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obligations  of  the 
national  compact  to  original  rights  and  the  law  of  self- 
preservation. 

''  I  confess  my  surprise  that  it  should  in  any  part  of  the 
union  be  regarded  as  a  new  and  startling  doctrine  that  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  executive  of  any  other  state  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  a  citizen  pf  this  state,  to  be  car^ 
ried  to  the  former  and  tried  for  an  ofience  committed 
there,  is  limited  to  cases  in  which  the  ofience  charged  is 
recognized  as  criminal  by  the  statute  laws  of  this  states 
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River  and  Genesee  Valley  canals  been  known,  (and  he 
might  have  added  the  widening  of  the  Erie  oanal,)  it  was 
doubtful  whether  those  works  would  have  been  undertaken. 
He  further  says  that  his  former  recommendation,  in  relation 
lo  the  speedy  completion  of  the  works  was  based  on  the 
assumption  that  the  estimates  of  the  agents  of  the  state 
were  correct. 

He  indignantly  condemns  the  doctrine  that  a  subsequent 
generation  will  have  a  right  to  repudiate  the  debt  created 
by  the  present,  and  he  repels  the  charge  that  they  will 
attempt  to  do  so  as  a  foul  slander  upon  posterity. 

The  governor  then  goes  into  an  able  and  eloquent,  but 
long  and  laborious  defence  of  internal  improvements  by 
roads  and  canals. 

The  message,  like  every  thing  else  written  by  Mr. 
Seward,  is  in  good  style  and  evinces  talents  as  a  writer 
of  a  high  order. 

The  whig  party  had  now  the  entire  control  of  the  state 
government  The  executive  and*  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  were  in  their  hands.  Their  first  act  was  to  re- 
elect Mr.  Tallmadge  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 
He  received  in  the  senate  nmeteen  votes,  that  being  the 
number  of  whig  senators,  and  in  the  assembly  the  usual 
party  vote. 

Col.  Young,  when  called  on  in  the  senate  openly  to 
nominate  a  senator,  attempted  to  make  a  speech,  in  which 
he  proposed  to  set  forth  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  was 
about  to  give.  He  was  called  to  order,  and  the  president 
of  the  senate  decided  he  was  not  in  order.  On  appeal  to 
the  senate,  a  nmjority  voted  to  sustain  the  decision  of 
the  chair.  I  mention  this  occurrence,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  imputing  blame  either  to  CoL  Young  or  the  lieutenant 
governor,  but  because  to  me  the  question  of  order  on  this 
occasion  decided  and  settled  is  new.     [See  Note  L.] 
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For  many  years  a  large  majority  of  the  canal  commis- 
sioners had  been  active  democratic  politicians,  and  at  the 
present  time,  four  of  the  five  were  men  of  that  description. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  in  the 
senate  a  concurrent  resolution,  that  the  two  houses  would 
proceed  to  nominate  and  appoint  five  persons  to  fill  the 
office  of  canal  commissioners  in  the  place  of  Samuel 
Young,  John  Bowman,  William  C.  Bouck,  Jonas  Earll, 
and  William  Baker.  This  resolution,  after  some  discus- 
sion, was  passed  by  a  vote  of  seventeen  to  eleven  ;  and 
Asa  Whitney,  S.  Newton  Dexter,  David  Hudson,  Geoi^e 
H.  Boughton,  and  Henry  Hamilton,  all  decided  whigs, 
were  appointed  by  a  vote  of  both  houses  in  lieu  of  the 
gentlemen  first  named. 

It  has  been  reported,  and  I  have  no  doubt  correctly, 
that  at  the  first  whig  legislative  caucus,  a  majority  of  the 
members  were  for  retaining  Mr.  Bouck,  being  under  the 
impression  that  his  experience  and  practical  knowledge 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  new  board  ;  but  the 
pressure  of  candidates  and  their  friends  for  the  ofiice  of 
canal  commissioners  was  so  great,  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
sisted, and  the  resolution  to  retain  Mr.  Bouck  was  after- 
wards rescinded. 

A  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
providing  for  the  registry  of  the  names  of  qualified  voters 
in  the  city  of  New- York  previous  to  an  election.  It  was 
opposed  by  all  the  democratic  members,  but  finally  passed 
that  house. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention,  that  at  the  last  November 
election,  the  democratic  party  achieved  a  signal  triumph 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  electing  their  members  of  the 
assembly  by  large  majorities.  Wlien,  therefore,  the  regis- 
try bill  reached  the  assembly,  it  was  attacked  with  great 
seal  and  bitterness  by  the  New- York  members.  They 
^.ontended  that  it  was  wrong  in  principle  ;  and  that  it  was 
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An  electoral  ticket  was  at  the  same  time  formed  by  the 
convention  and  recommended  to  the  people.  Samuel 
Young  and  Gieorge  P.  Barker  were  nominated  for  state 
electors. 

After  the  convention  had  dispatched  its  ordinary  and 
regular  business^  Richard  D.  Davis,  now  a  member  of 
congress  from  Dutchess  county,  for  more  than  two  hours, 
addressed  the  members,  together  with  a  crowded  and  nume- 
rous auditory  collected  from  Syracuse  and  its  vicinity,  in 
an  extemporaneous  speech  on  the  political  topics  which, 
then  excited  the  public  attention,  with  great  skill  and 
ability  as  a  forensic  debater,  and  in  a  style  of  eloquence 
scarcely  if  ever  before  surpassed  by  any  orator  in  the 
state. 

The  whig  convention  nominated  for  re-election.  Gov. 
Seward  and  Lieut  Grov.  Bradish,  and  selected  and.  pre- 
sented candidates  for  presidential  electors,  who  if  chosen 
would  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison. 

The  political  field  was  now  fully  occupied,  and  the 
ardor  and  excitement  of  the  two  parties  already  very 
great,  continued  daily  to  increase  until  the  close  of  the 
polls  of  the  election  in  November.  Considerable  fuel 
was  added  to  the  fire  which  already  raged  by  the  large 
mass  meetings  which  were  held  at  New- York,  Syra- 
cuse, Poughkeepsie,  ^u^,  were  ten,  twenty  and  thirty 
thousand  people  were  said  to  have  collected  together  at 
one  time.  Whether  any  real  benefit  to  the  people  and  to 
our  civil  institutions  is  likely  to  be  produced  by  this  sort 
of  gatherings,  is  a  question  upon  which  candid  and  intel- 
ligent men  of  both  parties  ought  to  consider  before  they 
permit  the  custom  to  become  established  among  us.  An- 
other circumstance  which  added  to  the  excitement  was, 
that  contrary  to  all  former  precedents,  men  of  high  char- 
acter for  talents  and  influence  in  society,  of  both  partiesp 
were  seen  travelling  from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other, 


^  c 
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1.  Both  parties,  whigs  and  democrats,  constituting  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  men  called  conservatives,  disapproved  of,  anfl  con- 
demned the  pet  bank  system. 

2.  The  pet  bank  system  being  rejected,  there  was  only 
one  alternative,  which  was,  to  sustain  the  independent 
treasury  scheme,  or  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
I  therefore  infer  that. 

If,  at  the  election  in  1840,  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  nation  preferred  a  national  bank  to  the  sub-treasury 
system,  then  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  beaten  because  a  majori- 
ty were  dissatisfied  with  his  measures ;  otherwise  the  loss 
of  his  election  was  owing  to  other  causes  than  disapproba- 
tion of  his  measures. 

It  is  evident,  that  at  the  time  of  the  Harrisburg  con- 
vention, the  whigs  themselves  did  not  believe  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  in  favor  of  a  na- 
tional bank  ;  for  had  they  so  believed  no  rational  man 
can  doubt  they  would,  either  by  resolution  or  address,  have 
announced  themselves  in  favor  of  such  an  institution,  and 
ytated  that  as  the  cause  of  their  opposition  to  the  re-elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  For  the  purpose,  then,  of  sub- 
mitting one  or  two  other  remarks,  I  shall  assume  that  at 
the  election  in  1840,  a  majority  of  the  electors  preferred 
the  independent  treasury  to  an  United  States  bank. 

Mr.  Van  Buren's  private  character  was  admitted  to  be 
without  a  blemish,  and  all  will  admft  that  he  was  as  com- 
petent, and  probably  a  majority  of  the  intelligent  part  of 
community  will  admit  that  he  was  more  competent,  on  the 
score  of  talent,  to  administer  the  government,  than  Gen. 
Harrison. 

What  then  were  the  causes  of  his  defeat  ? 

First,  He  was  held  responsible  for  all  the  supposed  or 

real  errors  (and  who  is  without  them  ! )  of  Gen.  Jackson, 

while  at  the  same  time  he  had  not  those  fascinating  traits 

Hh 
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in  thia  state  had  the  president  have  called  into  hii  cabinet 
a  man  of  the  tact  and  talent  and  political  address  and  in- 
fluence of  Gov,  Marcy  T 

Third,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  a  native,  not  of  a  southern — 
but  of  Pfew-York — a  northern  state  ;  and  sixty  years  ex- 
perieoca  must  have  convinced  all  reflecting  men  that  it  is 
with  great  reluctance  the  people  of  the  southern  states 
can  be  brought  to  support  a  northern  candidate  for  the 
presidency.  What  is  the  fact  ?  The  government  has  ex- 
isted for  three  score  yeare,  during  which  twelve  president 
tial  elections  have  occurred,  nnd  before  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
time  we  have  seen  that  south  of  the  Potamae  rarely  has  a 
vote  been  given  to  a  northern  candidate.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  charged  with  a  disregard  to  the  wishes  and  interest  of 
his  northern  friends,  and  of  subservience  to  the  south. 
He  was  blamed  because  he  did  not  repudiate  the  assertion 
that  he  was  "A  nortliem  man  with  southern  principles" 
[feelings].  By  this  meant  he  lost  many  of  his  northem 
friends,  while,  as  appeared  from  the  electicm  of  1840,  he 
failed  of  securing  the  south.  Another  cause,  perfa^w 
more  efficient  than  any  other,  was  that  from  the  time  of 
the  publicatitn  of  his  message  to  the  extra  session  of  con- 
gress in  1637,  the  wliole  banking  interest  was  against  him. 
It  is  true,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  there  were  many  high- 
ly reputable  bankers  who  individually  and  in  good  faith 
supported  Mr.  Van  Buren  ;  yet  I  take  it  that  it  may  now 
be  assumed  as  a  historical  fact  that  the  mass  of  that  inter- 
est was  against  him.  How  invisibly  and  yet  how  powei^ 
fully  that  interest  can  act,  cannot  be  dilated  upon  here, 
'niere  are  few  reflecting  men  at  Uie  present  day  who  ara 
not  aware  of  its  mighty  power.  These  circumstancea, 
together  with  the  desire  of  novelty  and  change  incident 
to  the  people  io  all  popular  governments,  were  among  the 
eauaes  whidi  produced  Mr.  Van  Buren's  defeaL 
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this  long  period  of  time  when  the  public  mind  can  be  pro- 
nounced to  have  been  in  a  state  of  perfect  repose.  The 
contests  between  parties  have  been  incessant,  fierce  and 
at  times  ferocious — each  party  charging  the  other  with 
designs  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  the  state  and  the  righta 
of  the  people.  The  prostration  or  fall  of  one  party  has 
alternately  produced  the  elevation  of  the  other,  which 
continued  until  that  other  party,  in  its  turn,  was  over- 
thrown. But  it  is  highly  creditable  to  the  principles  of 
our  government,  and  a  source  of  unfipeakable  consolation 
to  the  patriot,  that  notwithstanding  these  contests  between 
powerful  and  popular  individuals,  the  tremendous  and 
continued  conflicts  between  belligerent  parties,  and  the 
alternate  triumph  of  the  one  over  the  other,  the  state  has 
steadily  advanced  in  wealth,  in  population  and  in  physical 
and  intellectual  power,  with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unequal- 
led, (may  I  not  say,)  by  any  community  on  earth. 

No  insurrections  have  occurred,  and  our  party  contests, 
though  ardent  and  bitter,  have  never  been  stained  with 
blood — all  controversies  have  been  decided  by  the  fiat 
of  the  people,  silently  and  quietly  announced  through  the 
noedium  of  the  ballot  box.  The  great  land  marks  of 
human  liberty  and  human  rights,  designated  in  our  state 
and  national  constitutions,  have  been  sacredly  regarded  by 
an  immense  majority  of  the  people,  to  whatever  party 
they  may  have  belonged ;  and  whenever  party  leaders 
have  attempted  to  pass  these  boundaries,  they  have  been 
promptly  and  signally  rebuked  by  the  sovereigns  of  the 
land — the  freemen  of  the  state.  But  we  have  not  only 
preserved  the  rights  secured  to  us  by  the  constitution  of 
1777 — we  have  established  more  efiectual  barriers  for  their 
protection — we  have  deepened  the  channel  and  extended 
the  boundaries  of  human  liberty — negro  slavery  has  been 
abolished — the  laws  of  New- York  now  refuse  to  recog^ 
niie  a  property  of  man  in  man — ^the  liberty  of  the  press 


lS40l]  OF  HBW-TOU.  &W 

color,  can  participate  in  the  knowledge  difiiued  by  these 
iuttitutions. 

How  are  these  invaluable^ineBtimable  rights,  to  be  pre- 
served t  How  is  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  state  to 
be  insured  7 

Let  me  not  be  told  that  all  is  safe,  and  that  no  danger 
is  to  be  apprehended  ;  that  more  than  three  score  years 
have  elapsed  since  vre  sprang  into  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent sovereign  republic ;  that  notwithstanding  the  tui^ 
bulence  and  high  heat  of  party  strife,  and  the  whirlpools 
of  faction,  which  from  time  to  time  have  threatened  the 
destruction  of  our  institutions,  all  things  still  remain  as 
they  were ;  that  the  experiment  has  been  auccessfully 
made,  and  that  we  may  safely  anticipate  the  perpetual 
enjoyment  of  our  civil  and  religious  rights.  /  am  firmly 
convinced  tkat  it  would  be  unwise  in  lu  to  confide  in  tkae 
r^pretentatioiu,  and  relinquiih  tkat  unceasii^  vigilance 
wkich  we  have  been  $okmnbf  <u*ured  t»  the  price  of  Wh 
erty. 

The  great  mass  of  emigrants  from  Europe  are  composed 
of  a  class  of  men  the  least  enlightened  and  most  vicions 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  continent,  and  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration from  the  old  world,  has  for  several  of  the  last 
years,  been  astonishingly  great,  and  is  increasing.  1  feel 
compelled  to  add,  that  we  ought  not  to  conceal  from  our- 
selves the  fact  that  a  considersble  portion  of  our  own  na- 
tive citizens  are  but  little  enlightened  ;  and  that  among 
other  vices,  that  of  intemperance,  to  a  certain  extent,  still 
prevails  among  us.  When,  therefore,  we  recollect  that 
the  right  of  suffrage  is  now  universal,  and  that  the  major- 
ity of  the  people  are  our  sovereigns,  is  there  not  reason 
to  fear  that  the  elements  of  ignorance  and  vice  which  still 
exist  among  us,  will  combine  and  produce  an  explosion 
which  will  bury  in  ruins  this  fair  fabric  of  liberty  ani 
law,  erected  by  tba  labors  and  cemented  by  the  blood  v- 
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fully  our  duty  to  those  foraignerB  who  flock  to  ua  to  obtain 
the  means  of  subsisteDce  aod  protectioD,  and  also  to  our 
own  children,  by  whom  I  mean  all  the  children  of  the 
republic,  then,  indeed,  there  is  reascm  to  believe  that  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  patriot  will  be  realized  ;  that 
the  march  of  (he  EHriRE  State  to  wealth  and  power  will 
be  onward,  and  onward ;  and  that  she  will  be  distinguished 
■B  well  by  her  moral  elevation  and  intellectual  superiority, 
■s  by  her  wealth  and  physical  power. 
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to  VtL  I, !».  lai,  in  mentkmioc  the  iket  that  Mr.  J.  O.  Hoffroao  reaigned  the  ofllce  of 
wxutnBj  leoeral,  mml  that  Judge  Spencer  waa  appointed  Us  euceeaior,  it  ia  farther  stft- 
led  that  in  1891,  when  the  Judge  waa  a  member  of  the  council  of  appointment,  all  tht 
beada  of  the  eueuiive  department  were  removed  ezeepi  Mr.  HoAnan,  who,  altboogh  a 
zeakMia  federaliat,  waa  not  diaturbed  \  and  it  ia  inferred  that  Mr.  Spencer  desired  the  Qf> 
fice,  but  fh»n  delicacy  declined  receiving  the  appointment  while  be  waa  a  member  of 
the  council,  and  that  there  wai  an  understanding  between  him  and  Mr.  Hcrftknan,  that 
In  eaac  the  next  council  of  appointment  should  be  democratic,  the  latter  ahould  reilfB 
the  oAce.  i  am  told  that  Judge  Spencer  aflbma  that  no  auch  underatanding  eziated.  Of 
course  what  1  have  Mated  by  way  of  inference  must  be  Incorrect. 

I  eeixe  this  occasion  ftirther  to  remark,  that  I  have,  through  the  whole  work,  aTailnl 
myaelf  of  a  liberty  or  privilege  which  I  supposed  was  universally  allowed  to  those  who 
undertake  lo  write  the  history  of  the  actions  of  men,  to  assume  that  they  acted  from 
such  motives  as  I  thought  were  fairly  deduclUe  ftom  any  given  action  and  the  cir- 
cunistauces  under  which  the  particular  act  was  done.  Whether  I  am  correct,  the 
reader  can  Judge  as  well,  and  many  readers  much  better  than  I.  In  this  way  I  have 
ascribed  motives  and  views.  In  a  great  variety  of  Instances,  to  such  leading  polidciana 
as  Clinton,  Spencer,  Van  Buren,  Young,  Tompkins,  and  many  others,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  the  true  motives.  In  none  of  Uiese  cases  do  I  mean  to  assert  the  existence 
of  the  motive  as  a  fact  known  to  me,  or  as  susceptable  of  b^ing  proved  by  positive  evi- 
dence, but  it  is  inferred  from  the  act  Itself,  in  connection  with  the  cireiunstances  which 
attended  IL 

In  Vol,  I,  p.  381,  the  feet  that  at  the  extra  sesskm  of  1814  a  Ull  was  brought  Into  the 

assembly  by  Col.  Young  which  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  for  raising  two 

regiments  of  colored  men  to  serve  in  the  army  for  three  years,  is  mentioned ;  and  the 

conduct  of  Mr.  Young,  in  the  conventton  of  1811,  when  he  contended  that  the  right  of 

suflbrage  of  colored  citizens  ought  to  be  restricted  to  fteeholders,  is  alluded  to  as  Incon- 

sktent  with  the  course  he  took  in  1814.    This  intimathm  la  unjust  as  respects  Golond 

Young.    Gen.  Root,  In  the  conventton,  opposed  allowing  the  negroes  the  privilege  of 

voting  on  the  ground  that  they  dkl  not  perform  military  duty  ;  and  at  the  time  I  wrote 

the  paragraph  in  the  first  volume,  an  impresakm  was  on  my  mind  that  Col.  Young  at 

that  time  concurred  with  Gen.  BooC    When  I  examined  the  reports  of  the  eonvenitou 

with  a  view  of  presenting  a  digest  of  its  proeeedingi,  I  found  I  was  mistaken,  as  will 

be  seen  by  a  reference  to  vsf.  II,  j».  18 ;  but  I  forgot  to  correct  the  paragraph  in  the  first 

volume  before  It  was  stereotyped  and  published.    Ool.  Young  advocated  the  restrlctton 

of  the  right  of  voting  to  colored  citizens  who  were  freeholders,  upon  the  ground  that 

a  legislator.  In  making  laws  or  framing  constituttons,  ought  to  adopt  his  system  to  the 

state  of  society  as  it  actually  is  ;  that  the  blacks  were,  in  point  of  feet,  loo  ignorant  and 

too  degraded  \  that  (concedtaig  that  h  was  wnmg  to  have  reduced  them  to  that  condi- 

tton)  they  were  an  unsafe  depository  of  the  right  of  suflbrage.    (S—  voL  II,  pmgo  16.) 

In  speaking  of  the  resoluttoo  of  the  assembly,  (wM,  I,  p,  88,)  to  dismiss  the  complaint 

against  JoDSB  Coopsm  of  Oooperrtown  as  **frivoloua,'*  while  I  express  an  opintoo, 

that  the  testimooy  produced  against  him  dkl  not  prove  him  guilty  of  any  ^fMoi  mia- 

coaduct,  I  at  the  same  time  aUege  that  the  eomplatnt  waa  not  frivoloaa  ;  but  by  this  aK 

legation,  t  do  not  mean  to  be  oadeniood,  that  Judge  Oooper,  as  a  private  citizen,  was 

proved  guilty  of  acting  corruptly.  Mr.  Ooc^wr  waa  an  ardent  and  zealous  man.   Wha^ 

ever  he  did,  '*he  did  with  all  his  might ;"  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  be  occasionally 

supported  the  political  party  with  which  he  acted  oo  aone  occaskms,  with  intemperaie 

and  iiMllscreec  zeal.   Thia,  at  any  rale,  la  what  I  intended  to  intimate  in  the  text.    Be 

waa  oneof  the  moat  enterprising  and  uaeftil  ptooeers  to  the  great  west ;  and  the  county 

of  Oioego  la  deeply  indebted  to  bim  for  its  early  aectSement  and  organization. 

In  paie4filv  of  the  aame  vohme,  opeaklBg  of  Mr.  Oaorp  TIbUia  of  Troy,  I  by  m> 
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witb  the  Crawford  tnemben  from  this  •tate,  some  duy»  h^fw  tk*  eUetumt  1  was  led  to 

betlere  that  on  the  second  ballot  they  would  vote  for  Mr.  Adams.    IS ut  I  did  not  assert 

the  fact  on  such  grounds.    In  the  year  1B41«  I  was  told  by  a  leading  and  impartial  friend 

of  Mr.  A(|aai,:liieii(a.|De«ib6r<9f  tbeHQaseoriAcptMtnutivies,  HiptAs  foetp  UU  /uf, 

that  the  CrawAyrd  members  from  this  state  would  after  the  flnt  ballot  have  voted  tbr 

llr.  Adams.    I  am  happy  to  add  that  I  am  now  well  satiaflad  that  the  foatleman  last 

referred  to  was  aineere  in  the  assurance  which  he  gave  me,  that  some  time  before  the 

eleetloa  several  of  Mr.  Crawford's  friends  had  assured  him  that  such  urould  be  their 

couise,  and  he  bad  never  been  informed  of  the  caucus  1  have  mentioned  when  the  a^-  -^ 

persona  with  whom  he  conversed  changed  their  determination.    My  friends  did  not  in 

Ipod  ID  dwaive  me,  but  waa  himself  daoelved. 


(Note  D.   Referred  to  on  Page  246.) 


'  Mr.  VIeie,  though  an  ardent  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  an  original  Jackson  man. 
When  the  presidential  electors  were  cliosen  by  the  Legislature  in  18M,  althoui^  not 
than  a  member,  he  was  at  Albany,  and  in  conjunction  with  8.  De  Witt  Bloodgood  and 
Samuel  Bwartwout,  urged  with  great  zeal  and  address,  the  choice  of  Jackson  electors. 
Be  continued  during  his  lifo  to  be  a  warm  friend  and  supporter  of  Gen.  Jackson.  He 
wia  one  of  the  most  efBeient  fHends  of  6ot.  CUniOB  In  the  coanty  of  Baratoga,  wiwre 
be  resided,  when  he  waa  elected  to  the  Senate.  Frank,  generous  and  warm-hearted 
be  waa  penonaUy  populari  and  bad  inaoy  cordial  fHends.  He  waa  one  of  the  most  elo> 
goent  men  in  the  Senate. 


(NoTE'E.,  Referred  to  on  Page  288.) 


U  is  probahte  that  one  other  coosidenuton  hadaona  efiect  in  inducliig  a  prafenaee 
for  the  nominatloa  of  Mr.  Ttuoop.  On  the  trial  of .«n  inriirtmfntagaiost  Lawson.  and 
OCbera,  for  the  abductioa  of  Morgan  In  the  winier  of  lfi87,at  Caaandaigua,  Mr.  TbrQOp 
ie  aeDteacing  the  accused  bad  utteted  aeniiaeDia  Mgbly  eatialkciory  to  the  Aatl-Ma- 
■oae  (aee  page  370)^aiid  it  vaa  hoped  that.be  would  jeeeive.  luapy  antHnaaonic 
votes,  whereas  ntcher  was  a  masoa*  and  if.ba  waa  Iba  caB4Wete»  neibiog  bat.eiipQal- 
tton  from  ttie  antl-maaona  would  be  anticipatad. 


MZPLANATOBT   NOm. 


(Note  H..  Rbperrbd  to  on  Paqe  155.) 


KdtwliliawiiHiig  wbu  k  Hid  la  the  aou  n^citiail  u  |a|B  IH,  I  ub  bow  cnaliM 
j>  Mtta  Umi  Otrr.  CUgion  wu  ■•(  Iba  aoUnr  of  BdOUd.  TIb  niunben  iliBCd  BoflUo 
Md  SehDhiita,  u  nU  •■  Kml  Mbv  Imiiioniiii  piBcw  ntUttn  In  ibe  WBa  wttte, 
•Kfe  wiliiHi  bf  S.  DC  WJn  Bk)oit(Cioil  ud  Ctairla  A.  CUnUn.  Of  tba  ractn  b^ 
nn  irh<eti  appetnd  under  iba  ilgniiture  of  BvOUo,  tli  wn  an  prodncttai  rf  Mr. 
eioodiood  ud  lii  of  Mr.  C.  A.  CUraon.  I  mw  thia  bet  on  ito  unhortQ  «f  lb. 
«''--'ir~'  hInMflf    111  It  I  oufhi  n  add,  ibu  I  do  ■>  wltboiil  tali  nquMt. 


(Note  I.,  Referred  to  on  Faos  171.) 


AUatebetoraibcDiwlliiier  dK  VdetConranllan,*  puipUel  »  wtdeh  tba  d|M- 
an  of  "  Biooaa  "  ni  aOuA,  vai  prhucd  and  aianalTelr  clreulaMl  ihroufh  iba 
BBIe.  It  (Hacuaad  wdb  fkaadooi  Iba  martli  of  Iba  lenllaiDBD  irbD  had  bean  nwolkiaed 
m  aaluUe  ctndldua  of  tbr  people'i  panjr  fbc  OoTcraoF,  ud  nrtad  iriih  (real  tm»  am 
npcrior  claJmi  of  Hi.  Clinlon.  Tba  irlrm  prtiHiinl  In  lUa  pampblet  protaUr  pn- 
dnead  Borc  alfeai  iban  taj  other  pubUeatlon  of  tbat  daj;.  It  waa  tnitmi  b)r  0.  Da 
Witt  Bloobooob,  Baa.,  Iben  a  TauDiman  poaaeaainf  talanB  aa  awrHaroT  blfbotdat. 
aad  *  (KM  •eUdlji  and  WMrfr  arcliaraem. 


(NoTB  J.,  Refskbeu  to  on  Pages  455  &  459.) 


(Note  K-t  Rbfbrred  to  oh  Page  806.) 


Tb*  utlldam  n  lbs  MTla  or  Oor.  Tbnnp  eoBtilaad  ta  aj  fcnn' (dWoDa  an  oarit- 
Hd  In  tUa  I  BBd  Aa  One  IbBowtaw  panpapba  baTt  bean  nbidniad  boeana  on  nflae- 
ttaBl*nB>k'adtbDncrlttgtaD*araBB)iMi  bM  iribarww*  jik  (baj  an  aaBlriM 
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Ry  ihc  rules  of  Utc  House  of  Reprcvcuuiiivca  in  CoiigrcM  even  a  tiiotioii  to  cxcuae  a 
musuber  from  votiiift  on  a  iieitiiUig  que»tion,  must  be  made,  not  when  ilic  lucmbcr's  name 
b  called  in  Its  alplintietical  onler,  Inii  before  ilic  House  divides,  for  bcfbre  the  call  of 
the  >x'as  and  noes  is  comiocnced.  The  question  to  liion  to  be  taken  without  Airther  de- 
bate.   Pw  rule  30,  as  publislied  in  lt$n. 

In  Uie  3d  place.  This  law  of  parliament  and  ciprcn  rule  tve  in  confiinni(y  iq  riflit 
rcoMOo.  For  if  otie  member  lie  permitted,  during  a  division,  to  live  Ids  reasons  for  hto 
vote,  this  would  of  course  involve  tlie  whole  merits  of  tlie  pemling  question,  and  every 
other  number  must  consequently  be  at  lilierty  to  answer  Uhn.  Thto  wonid  cocessarilv 
draw  on  a  general  discussion.  If  thto  may  lie  iieruiiiied  in  relation  to  any  one  member, 
it  must,  of  course,  be  in  regard  to  every  other,  as  hto  name  to  called  in  alphabetical  or- 
<lcr :  and  tlic  division,  or  Anal  vote  on  the  question,  miglit  be  continued  (br  days.  The 
mischiefs  of  such  a  course  can  be  loo  easily  hiiagiucd  to  require  particular  suiement. 
All  tlito  would  be  true  in  an  ordinary  case  •,  but  in  tJie  ease  referred  lo,  as  has  been  be- 
fore rentarl(c<I,  the  scuaie  was  disctiarging  a  s^iecific  duty  expressly  prescribed  by  statHie 
Tlini  duty  was  required  to  be  performed  on  tliat  day.  Suppose  the  senator  i^.question 
Ivui  betMl  permitted  to  give  **  Am  rrsMas,"  and  a  general  discussion  had  followed,  which 
occ spied  tlie  whole  day,  woukl  not  tlie  statute  have  been  evaded,  and  an  important  ap- 
pohituicnt  have  been  defeated  ?  The  statute  Imvlng  flxed  the  day  after  its  enactment 
for  the  appointment,  could  it  liavo  been  made  on  any  other  day,  without  a  new  statute 
to  tiiat  efleet  1  The  general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  it  could  not.  8o  at  least  it  was 
considered  tlie  year  before  under  the  former  statute,  which  had  been  evaded ;  and  hence 
the  supposed  necessity  for  the  new  statute.  If  it  should  be  said  that  the  ftsu  Indicated 
in  the  statute  for  the  appointment  was  merely  directory  and  not  sissrfslsry,  and  that 
it,  tiierefore,  was  not  essential ;  or  that  the  proceeding  having  been  commenced  on  tiie 
(lay  fixed  by  the  statute,  although  it  should  not  have  terminated  until  some  days  after, 
yet  the  result  would  have  referred  back  to  the  time  of  the  initiatory  step,  and  the  whole 
proceeding  have  dius  been  a  substantial  and  effectual  compliance  with  the  statute,  I 
would  answer,  even  admitting  that  it  might  be  so,  which,  however,  I  by  no  means  do, 
yet,  in  a  case  like  that  in  question,  would  it  have  been  wise  to  leave  It  still  a  subject  of 
doubt  and  agitation  T  The  former  statute  had  been,  in  my  Judgement,  most  unlawfully 
and  unconstitutionally  evaded,  and  the  state,  with  all  her  immense  interests  concerned, 
had  already  been  for  the  year  past,  in  consequence,  deprived  of  her  fiill  representatkm 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  Would  it  have  been  wise  to  have  left,  even  to 
doubt,  a  continuance  of  such  a  state  of  things  ? 

If  it  be  said  that  thto  is  an  sr^tisMiifiisi  mb  ineomntideiUi^  and  often  used  rather  to 
Indicaie  what  the  law  should  be,  than  to  show  what  it  actually  Is,  I  answer,  that  I 
have  already  stated  what  the  parliamentary  law  and  express  rule  are.  My  object.  In 
thto  third  place,  to  merely  to  show  that  thto  parliamentary  law  and  express  rule  are 
founded  in,  and  fully  sustained  by  right  reason.  The  law,  in  thto  ease,  I  consider  ts 
long  since  and  well  establtohed  ;  and  its  application  to  of  ftequent  occurrence,  and  has 
been  uniform. 

The  case,  where  the  questton  to  first  put  on  the  u^^trmmtiv*  side  separately,  and  then 
on  the  negative,  to  dilferent,  and  to  governed  by  a  diflTerent  rule.  There  the  law  of  par«- 
liament  permits  a  member,  after  the  questton  is  put,  and  the  vole  taken  on  the  alBroift* 
tive  side,  and  before  the  negative  to  put,  to  speak.  Even  amendments  may  be  oAmd. 
and  the  general  discusston  renewed,  upon  the  ground  that  it  to  no  ftUl  questkm.  until 
the  negmtivt  to  put.  But  in  that  case  the  whole  question  must  be  put  over  again*  for 
the  very  obvfous  reason  that  the  minds  of  those  who  had  voted  in  the  afflrmadve  may. 
have  been  changed  by  the  new  discusskm. 

But,  in  the  case  in  questton  referred  to  by  yon,  the  ^Jhweltvs  and  M^etPVd-  oC  tk» 

li 
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A. 

ACT,  ftv  the  appoliilniait  of  Kerlaen  of  the  Btatutet,  Ifli.  CtUed  **  the  Hold  Oiw 
Law  *'  pund,  IfiSi  To  create  a  Superior  Gonrt,  New-Tork,  978.  JoMik 
Oakley  and  HoAnan  appointed  Jadget  thereof,  9>f .  To,  pteeeife  the  parMf 
of  electkMM,  514.    Reglftrj  act  for  New-Torfc,  paawd,  AM. 

ABOLITION  SOCIETIES  organised,  4SS-0. 

ADAMB,  JOHN,  and  Jeflefaoo,  both  died,  4th  Joly,  IBM,  ft», 

ADAMS.  JOHIfQ.,eieetad  PnaidenthyHoaM  or  Baprenntalfve8,18ii  PQbtteftrih« 
toward!  him,  U7. 

ALBANY  REOBNCY,  menben  of.  107. 

ANTf-MASONS,  nominate  F.  Granger  ftir  Gotemor,  and  J.  Crary  tot  Lieutenant  Gofr- 
emor,  9BC  Becomo  a  poUtieal  party,  388.  BetabUdwd  Albany  Eveniaf 
Journal,  838.    Amalgamate  with  WUgi,  tt8. 

ANTIOIABONRr.  Pdltieal  Hiitory  ot,  388-4QS. 

ABBBMBTiY.deieiiption  ol,  JHW,  Ifti.   Of  IflB,  eootaina  moeb  talent,  981   Charaeiar 

oi; 


B. 

BANK  eommlieinnfff%  8ML   gwuiaoa  TagMafro  for  bank  duatwi.  447.    Baakvi 
pend  ipeeie  payment,  478. 

BANK  U.  8.  bai  vetoed  by  the  PreiideDt,  419.    United  States  depoetta  lemored,  484. 

BABBTOW.  G.  IL,  menber  of  Amcmbly.  4B7.    Declines  re-appointment  of  State 
onet^SlO. 

BIABDBLBY,  8AMUBL.  appointed  United  Statei  DIetriet  Attorney,  138.  Appointed 
Gkeoic  Judge.  decltaMe,  and  Hiram  Denio  appointed.  487.  Appointed  Attor- 
ney Geoenl,488. 

BBABDBLET,  LEVI,  reelected  Senator,  ZlA.  Great  vote  for  him  la  Siitb  DMiiBl. 
aift. 

BBCK.  NICHOLAS  F^A4)atBnt  General,  death,  ehaiMtv,  848. 

BBTT8,  SAMUEL  R.,BoailDatBd  Judge  of  Supteme  Oottrt.Ul.  B4eeled,119.  Ap- 
pointed Ctavult  Judge.  118. 

BIEDBALL.  JOHN.  reiignB  the  oOce  of  Cbeuft  Judge.  Addtaon  Gardner  appointed.  «8. 

BLOODGOOD.  DE  WITT,  appointed  Aid  to  Gor.  GUaton.  187. 

BOUCK,  WILLIAM  C,  liwnlnatnd  for  Governor,  88Bw 

BBADI8H,  LUTHER,  elected  to  AmemUy.  98IL  Speaker.  480.  Nonrfnated  for  Uen- 
tnant  Govwaor.  488.   Elected,  488. 

BBON80N,  GEECNECappoiated  Attorney  General,  384.   Judge  of  Supreme  Oov^ 

BUEL,^ 
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to  tbe  Peoi^e,  80.    Bacon's  speech  on  giyiag  Itia  flntl  vote,  9t-3    FareweD 

speech  of  tbe  President,  84. 
CONVENTION  AT  UTICA,  proceedings  of,  170.    At  Albany,  ja  ftvor  of  Donm» 

ManuActures,  SS6.    At  Albany,  of  AdaiM  meo,  Ifflh  Juacii  1MB,  9SS. 
COOKE,  BATES,  appointed  Comptroller,  ^il 
COUNCIL  OP  APPOiNTMf3iT  of  183S,  01. 
COWEN,  ESEK,  appointed  Circuit  Judge,  980.    Appointed  Judge  of  Sapceme  Oowt, 

4S5. 
CRARY,  JOHN,  elected  to  Assembly,  13S.    BWUses  to  decline  as  candidate  for  Lleat. 

Goremor,  98S-7. 
GKAIVJPORD,  WILLIAM  H.,  flivorite  eandidaie  for  Prerident  of  Mr,  Van  Buien  and 

his  fliends,  188L    Nominated  President  by  a  eaiwus  ijt  members  of  Congreas, 

140. 
CROLIU8,  CLARKSON,  chosen  Speaker,  189. 

CROSWELL,  EDWIN,  and  L  a.  LEAKE,  appointed  Stale  Printers,  W. 
CR08WELL,  EDWIN,  character  as  an  editor,  lSS-3.    Further  remarks  on  his  charac- 
ter as  an  editor,  9M. 

D. 

DAVIS,  OEN.,  elected  Speaker,  343. 

DAVIS,  RICHARD  D.,  speech  at  Syracuse,  997. 

DE  WITT,  SIMEON,  death  and  character,  443. 

DICKINSON,  DANIEL  S.,  nominated  Lieutenant  OoTemor,  fiOO. 

DIX,  JOHN  A.,  appointed  Adjutant  General,  341.    Secretary  of  State,  431. 

DUPLET,  CHARLES  £.,  elected  United  States  Senator,  character,  3011-3 

E. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS,  by  the  people,  advocated  faj  fl|p^ 

nralB  of  Crawford,  13L 
ELECTION,  of  1888,  majority  of  Legislature  chosen  opposed  to  GUston,  900-4. 
ELECTORAL  LAW,  committee  of  nine  appointed  thereon,  141.    Proceedings  of  comr 

mittee,  144.    Bill  for  same,  and  proceedings  on  in  Assembly,  149-4.    Passei 

the  Assembly,  140.    Proceedings  on  in  Senate,  190-4. 
EMMET,  T.  A.,  death,  98L 

P. 

FLAGO,  A.  O.,  appolntod  Beeretary  of  State,  914.   OompCroller,  43L 

6. 

GOODELL,  RICHARD,  elected  Speaker,  his  eharaeter,  140. 

GRANGER,  FRANCIS,  supports  Chenango  and  other  lateral  canals,  991.  Nominated 
Lieutenant  Governor  by  Natkmal  Republicans,  declines  nomlnatton  for  Gor- 
emor  by  Anti-Masons,  989-4.  Nomlnatfd  for  Governor,  334.  Also  in  18911, 
417. 

GEIDLET,  PHILO,  appointed  ClrcuH  Judge,  488. 

GROSS,  M.  €.,  mensber  of  Awembly,  death  and  eharaeter,  310. 

H. 

HAIGHT,  JACOB,  State  Treasurer,  919. 

BALL,  WILLIS,  appointed  Attoniev  General,  OIL 
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NEW-YORK  TATRIOT,  established  to  oppose  dec  on  of  Crew 'brd.  edited  by  C.  K. 

Gardiner,  130. 
NOAH,  M.  Mm  editor  of  the  Nadooal  Advocate,  Sheriff  of  New- York,  ISO.    Supports 

Cllnton  and  Pitcher,  935.    Nominated  Surveyor  of  port  of  New- York,  331. 

Character,  304. 

o. 

OLCOTT,  THOMAS  W.,  perfects  the  Safety  Fund  Project,  hli  talents  and  chancier, 

908-0. 
OLIVER,  WM.  M.,  elected  President  of  Senate,  390. 

P. 

PATTERSON,  GEORGE  W.,  elected  Speaker,  004.    Re-elected  Speaker,  fflO. 

PEOPLE'S  PARTY,  131.  Recommend  convention  at  Utica,  ISB.  Their  triumph  at 
the  election  in  ISM,  175.    Its  materials  discordant,  183. 

PITCHER,  NATHANIEL,  nominated  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  933.  Elected,  9K. 
Acting  Governor.  977.    His  disgust  at  the  nomination  of  Throop,  98B. 

PORTER,  PETER  B.,  appointed  Secretary  of  War,  character,  981. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION,  result  of  canvass  in  18i4,  lb7.  In  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, United  States,  180-00  Vote  of  the  members  from  the  State 
of  Yew- York  on  that  question,  101. 

K. 

RESOLUTIONS,  diapproving  of  Governor's  making  a  speech  to  the  Legislature,  80. 
Substitute  for  same  offi^rod  by  Mr.  McKown,  00.  By  Mr.  Morse,  to  abolish 
titles  passed,  193-4.  Reconsidered,  194.  Extending  right  of  suffrage,  and 
the  election  of  Justices  by  the  people,  917.  By  Wardwcll,  for  protecting  di^ 
mcstic  manufhctures,  965.  Respecting  surplus  revenue  of  United  State*,  3B8. 
Against  re-chartering  United  Sutea  Bank,  407. 

ROBINSON,  PETER,  eboaen  Speaker.  908. 

ROCHESTER,  WILLIAM  B.,  resigns  his  oflBce  as  Circuit  Judge,  and  is  appofaiied 
Minister  to  Panama;  995.  Difficulties  in  selecting  a  successor,  995-8.  Nomi- 
nated for  Governor  by  Herkimer  Convention,  933. 

ROMAINE,  SAMUEL  B.,  elected  Speaker,  67. 

ROOT,  ERASTUS,  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  100.  Chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assem- 
bly, 949-909.  Nominated  for  Governor  by  Working  Men's  Party,  339.  Dis- 
poses the  Jackson  Party,  411.  Elected  Senator  by  Whigs  of  the  Third  Dia- 
trict,  517. 

RUGGLES,  CHARLES  H..  appointed  Judge  of  Second  Circuit,  348. 

RUGGLES,  SAMUEL  B.,  appointed  Canal  Commisstoner,  873. 

• 

s 

SAFETY  FUND  LAW,  projected  by  J.  L.  Forraan,  907.    Bill  for,  becomes  a  law,  301. 
8ANF0RD,  NATHAN,  appointed  ChaneeUor,  111.    Chosen  United  Sutes  Senator, 

91L 
SAVAGE,  JOHN,  appointed  Chief  Justfee  of  Supreme  Court,  IIL    Appointed  Unllidl 

States  Treasurer,  and  declines,  989.    Resigns,  456. 
SENATORS,  the  names  of  those  first  elected  under  the  new  conatttotioo,  and  fonaiki 

upon  them,  109 


n  DliURk  ilMtti  sod  (Ji 


WALWOKTB,  KBUBEN  H„  i 
WARD.  JABPER,  ralpii  h<>  ■ 
WEED.  THUB[/)W,  hta  cluin 


1  charged  wjih  Iiflba7,lia. 


T,  139. 


WILKINS,  SAMUEL  J.,  mmbcr  aTAHeoiblr,  14«. 
WOODWtiRTU.  JOHN.  appolDCed  Judgg  of  SupreiH  Ccxm,  Ul. 
WORKING  HENS'  PARTY.  33D. 
WRIGHT.  81LAB,  Jr.,  ippolDUd  ConpuollB,  304.    Hslst  UnllHl 


tATKO,  JOBK  VAN  KESa.  ■ppoioKd  Bunuir  of  Suis,  Hi. 

TATES,  iOSBTU  C,  cuiUdsui  foi  iHHiKDaikxi  far  OoTcnwr.  98.  Homliuwil  tl  e«r 
ciw,  lOD.  ElecUd.  101.  nil  Meiu|F.  lOT.  Ncmlnun  8peiK«.  Flin  ud 
Woodwonta.  Jiidgn.  of  Supreme  Coun.  lOB.  Tbett  nomlDiikui  re)ecud  br 
Senile,  IM.  Csiuei.  IM.  Menage  In  ISM.  110,  OppiMsa  an  eleciocil  l>w, 
ML  B«oiiiei  unpopular,  IM.  Hliitlaappolmment.  IM.  Oilli  bd  Enra  So- 
■imor  LegMslure,  lU.    Procoedlngi  of  Le^lnlun  when  convened,  IDS. 

TOUNO,  SAMUEL,  undldale  far  nomlnaljon  (br  Uovernor. ».  NomlDaled  Air  Oor- 
eroar,  IM.  Hlnlenen  lo  Hudnn  iDdJeae  Clack,  ITl.  Elecied  Bpaakcrof 
Um  Aaembly.MI.  Hla  coune  In  Senate  relallTelalDl 
and  Bute  eipandliun,  H7-8. 
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